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Education for a changing world 

I am delighted 
to be welcoming 
you to Robert 
Barclay Academy; 
you will be 
joining the 
Academy at a 

very exciting time. Inspired by the 
values of our namesake, our school 
is at the centre of the community, 
providing an excellent educational 
experience for all its students.

At the heart of everything we do is a desire 
to ensure that our students receive the very 
best standards of teaching and learning and 
a personalised curriculum that enables them 
to make excellent progress, no matter what 
their starting point. However, we also know 
that education is about much more than just 
exam results and our statement `Education for 
a changing world’ reflects our understanding 
that the world into which students will emerge 
is an unpredictable one. They will need much 
more than just good qualifications and so we 
are also focused on helping them develop 
into well-rounded individuals in all aspects 
of their lives. 

Our vision for the school is to produce 
responsible young people of whom we can 
all be proud, who have achieved more than 
they ever believed possible and who are 
prepared to make a contribution to their 
local, national and global communities.

As an academy, we are very clear about our 
plan ahead. Our ultimate plan is to raise 
standards of achievement for every child 
and be outstanding in every area. We do not 
underestimate the challenges involved in 
achieving this, but we believe in the principle 
of aiming high.

There is so much more that marks out the 
Robert Barclay Academy community as a 
place in which each individual can receive 
the support and challenge they need to help 
them thrive; a prospectus can only give you 
a glimpse. We are extremely excited by the 
progress of the Academy, particularly the roll 
out of iPads and working towards becoming 
an Apple School. If you like what you see in  
the following pages and would like to come 
and learn more, please do come and visit us.

Ced de la Croix, Headteacher
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Welcome to
Robert Barclay Academy

“At Robert Barclay Academy 
our goal is simple, that ‘Every 
day we look, feel and behave 
like the best school.” 
Ced de la Croix, Headteacher
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At the heart of everything we do is a desire to ensure that our students 
receive the very highest standards of teaching and learning. This is our core 
purpose; we want to be leaders of learning and inspire our students to have 
a love of learning.

We believe in developing students’ capacity 
to learn so that they become more and more 
independent as they progress through the 
school. Students who understand how they 
learn and who are engaged in their subjects, 
achieve higher levels of success. Furthermore, 
we feel strongly that students learn more 
powerfully when they lead their learning. This is 
why we have invested in iPads for all students.

As part of our drive to develop leaders of 
learning, students are given a wide range of 
opportunities to deliver learning themselves 
and student participation in lessons is a 
regular feature of our work.

We have a highly trained, well-motivated, 
dedicated team of teachers. They devote a 
great deal of their time to supporting and 
nurturing the students. They incorporate 
a wide range of learning styles into their 
teaching and undertake regular training to 
ensure they consistently deliver lessons of 
the highest standard. Most importantly, it is 
the strength of relationships between staff 
and students that allows everyone at Robert 
Barclay Academy to succeed in their learning. 

We are relentless in our drive to develop  
high standards of education. To this end,  
we regularly carry out a programme of  
lesson observations, judging ourselves to 
the same standards as an Ofsted Inspection. 
Perhaps most importantly of all, we listen to 
what our students and parents have to say  
and are responsive to the suggestions they 
give us. As a result we are constantly improving 
and will settle for nothing less than the very 
best education we can provide.

“Our Teaching and Learning 
is underpinned by 3 simple 
strategies. They are: high 
expectations of our students, 
high standards of behaviour and 
delivering challenging lessons.”
Assistant Headteacher

Teaching 
& Learning
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Achievement
Robert Barclay Academy
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Care
Robert Barclay Academy

Robert Barclay Academy
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Care, Guidance 
& Support

“In their discussions with 
inspectors, pupils explained 
that they feel safe, bullying is 
rare and they know whom to 
go to in school if they have 
a concern.” 
Ofsted

Education for a changing world 

Successful learning thrives when 
students feel safe, confident, 
respected, valued and intrigued. 
We take the welfare of each child 
seriously because we recognise 
that social and emotional well-
being are prerequisites for good 
learning and high achievement.

From the moment a child obtains a place 
at Robert Barclay Academy, the process 
of supporting them to become successful 
learners within a nurturing environment 
begins. On entering the school, all students 
are members of a tutor group and support 
is provided through a year group structure. 
This marks the beginning of a strong bond 
with their form tutor who will maintain 
an overview of each child’s academic and 
personal development. 

In the lower school, some of the lessons 
are taught in tutor groups to develop 
friendships and support networks. The form 
tutor is responsible for the pastoral care of 
each student and is supported in this role 
by a Head of Year, Student Services, our 
Careers Co-ordinator and the school welfare 
team. Within these tutor groups, students 
experience our Personal, Social, Health,  
Well-being and Citizenship Programme.

Our comprehensive academic mentoring, 
based on rigorous assessment each term, 
allows the tutor and Head of Year to have 
a clear picture of each student’s progress 
across the curriculum. We also have a house 
system that ensures that there are a variety 
of activities throughout the year. This adds 
the important element of competition 
to events and provides students with the 
opportunity to take pride in representing 
their house and to work collaboratively 
with students from other year groups.
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Excellence
Robert Barclay Academy

Robert Barclay Academy
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Through our broad curriculum we 
aim to provide a wide range of 
learning experiences, both inside 
and outside of the classroom, 
allowing every student to achieve 
his or her full potential. We take great 
pride in being able to personalise 
what is offered to ensure all of our 
students’ interests and talents are 
catered for. Our primary focus is on 
developing well-rounded individuals 
who will be able to cope with the 
ever changing world of work. 

In Years 7 and 8, the curriculum is designed 
to build upon the knowledge, skills and 
understanding from primary schools and 
ultimately prepare the students for their GCSEs. 

In Year 9 GCSEs will begin in order to create 
extra time and space for the new, larger GCSEs 
to be fully covered. We also feel it provides 
increased flexibility and choice in Year 9 and 
beyond. This personalised curriculum means 
students have earlier access to the very 
subjects that they are enthused and inspired 
by. We believe that this will provide our 
students with extra motivation for learning. 

We enhance our curriculum by offering our 
students the opportunity to take part in a 
wide variety of extra-curricular clubs and 
trips during their time at Robert Barclay 
Academy. Many clubs run at lunchtime but 
some are held before school and there are 
also numerous after-school and holiday 
activities. We greatly value the education 
and experiences that our students gain from 
taking part in trips and visits and the time 
staff devote to making them successful.  
There are regular opportunities for students 
to undertake fieldwork, visit theatres, 
museums, galleries and to work with students 
from other schools. Large numbers also 
participate in The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 

Visiting speakers, poets, authors, scientists 
and religious leaders also enhance teaching 
and learning. Every year there is an extremely 
popular ski trip and a sports tour to various 
European destinations.

Curriculum



Our aim is to ensure students are 
fit, healthy and take pride in their 
appearance, and consequently 
strengthen their self-confidence 
and leadership skills.

We also aim to encourage students to adopt 
healthy lifestyles and to prosper from good 
habits in the future. All students follow a 
programme of Physical Education and Sport 
through to the end of Year 11 culminating 
in one of the following qualifications: GCSE 
PE, BTEC PE, GCSE Dance or BTEC Dance. In 
addition, many students will also follow one 
of our various sports or dance leadership 
programmes and carry out significant work 
leading sport with younger students in our 
local primary feeder schools.

We also run regular sports tours for girls and 
boys to allow students the opportunity to 
compete outside their national environment. 
Our drive to develop healthy lifestyles is 
enhanced further by our fitness suite and our 
outstanding dance provision. We have a team 
of dedicated and talented dance teachers and 
as a result we are able to offer dance at both 
GCSE and A-Level.
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“From the moment a child 
obtains a place at Robert 
Barclay Academy, the process 
of supporting them to become 
successful learners and positive 
citizens begins” 
Parent 

Well-being
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Confidence
Robert Barclay Academy



Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire, EN11 8JY 

Telephone: 01992 410800

Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Website: www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Part of Scholars’ Education Trust

The Scholar's Education Trust was formed in 2012 
with the aim of enabling its member schools 
to work in genuine partnership to strengthen 
themselves and their communities. Its focus is to 
produce responsible young people of whom all 
can be proud, who have achieved more than they 
ever believed possible and who are prepared to 
make a contribution to their local, national and 
global  opportunities.


