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Dear all,
Welcome back and I hope you have all had a good summer break. This first edition of the RBA Review is primarily a news
update from myself as we have only been back one day!
First day back
Although the students only all returned back today, it’s been great to have them back! As I said to the students in
their assemblies today, these are certainly strange times and we have all had to adapt to the way we work. I explained that
there are some things which have had to change but that change is an important part of life anyway. Mr Creasey shared
with the students the expectations around the new ways of working and we emphasised that we will need to review these
each week. I am sure many of you will be pleased that your child is starting back at school. We do feel that the best way
forward for the students (and staff) is to get a sense of normality as quickly as possible, and that is the way we are approaching things.
Welcome to our new families
I would like to formally welcome our new parents, most of whom will have children who have just started in Year 7.
GCSE Results
We were extremely proud of our students and the school’s GCSE results this year were a testament to their
hard work and those of their teachers and parents, particularly in this most difficult of years.
It has certainly been an uncertain time recently for schools and more importantly
for the examination students themselves. GCSE results aside, behind all the stats
and grades we had lots of amazing students and some fantastic individual stories
of talent and success’. Of particular note were Harvey Durkin who achieved
Grade 9s in English Language, English Literature, Maths, History, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, and Spanish. Katherine Hindlaugh who achieved Grade 9 in
English Language, English Literature, Maths, Grade 8 in Spanish, History, Art,
Physics, and Grade 7 in Chemistry and Biology. Angel O’Callaghan achieved a
Grade 9 in English Literature, English Language, RE, Food Technology, Grade 8
in History, Drama, Grade 6 in Physics and Grade 5 in Chemistry, Biology and Maths.

A-Level Results
We were equally delighted with our A-Level results this year and were immensely proud of the achievements of all of
our students. Despite the complexities and disorganisation of this summer's A-Level exam results all our A-Level students who applied for University have gained their places and all except one managed to secure their first-choice
option. After so much suffering during lockdown, it was immensely gratifying to see
our Year 13 students receive very pleasing results despite the stressful and difficult
process this year that was put in place to award them their grades.
We feel that the grades achieved by the GCSE and A-Level students were no more
than these students deserved and had the exams taken place, we were fully expecting
both these particular year groups to achieve well.

Year 6 into 7 Open Evening – Thursday 10th September

This year, due to Covid-19 our Open Evening will be a virtual event. This is a shame as the students and staff always enjoy these evenings and talking proudly about RBA to visitors. This means that school will not need to finish
early or start later the following day. Therefore, Thursday 10th September will now be a normal timetable day.

Year 7 Club Fayre – Thursday 3rd September

Yesterday, the Year 7 students attended the Club Fayre. Obviously, there are some limitations to which and how
many clubs we can offer but where we can staff are making extra-curricular clubs available so long as the risk assessment control measures are in place. Parents will receive the extra-curricular club timetable next week.

Covid-19 Update

Hopefully, parents will have all seen my letter which was sent out on Thursday 28th August. If not, a copy can
be found on the school website along with our Risk Assessment.
As the Government guidance is reviewed and updated, we will adjust the organisational arrangements detailed in this
paper accordingly. However, I want to re-iterate to parents that we will be reviewing our procedures regularly internally
anyway and if we feel we need to tighten procedures, we will. As soon as we are advised that restrictions can be safely
lifted, we will equally do so.
I would like to remind parents that we do not want students topping up their money at school using their thumbs, as
this increases the risk of transmission. Therefore, we ask all parents to ensure you top up your child’s lunch account at
home, on line, using Parent Pay. Please find on the next page, details of how to do this.
In this first RBA Review, we have shared a flowchart produced from the DfE which shows what will happen if there is a
confirmed case of COVID-19 in school. I ask parents to read this through as this will help some of the questions that
some of you have been asking.
Finally, we are conscious that the new arrangements will take some getting used to and will involve a change to some
of our working practices – although, as we found in the Summer Term, it will become a ‘new normal’ quite quickly! We
will continue to adapt and continue to aim to provide the very best possible education (both academic and pastoral) for
our students under the circumstances.
Since lockdown began we believe that the RBA staff team have done a truly superb job, showing great professionalism
and adaptability; and we are certain that they will continue to do their very best to rise to the new challenges and fully
support the whole RBA community in the next academic year.

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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How to set up ParentPay
We are a cashless school and ask all parents to only use our e-payment method to pay for
dinner money, trips, music lessons etc. This can be done online using a very secure website called ParentPay or in cash at local stores where you will see the PayPoint logo.

Already have a ParentPay account?
If you already have a ParentPay account, either with our school or another ParentPay
school, you can simply login to that account and add your other children via the Add a
child tab on your home page. You will need the below activation username and password
to do this.

New to ParentPay?
You have a secure online account, activated using a unique activation username and password; you will be prompted to change these and to keep them safe and secure as your
username and password for future logins.

If you have two or more children at a ParentPay school, you only need to activate one account to create your ‘main account’ and then add your other child/children via the Add a
child tab on your home page.

Please visit www.parentpay.com to activate your account via the Account login area on
the home page of the site.

Username: <<USERNAME>> Password: <<PASSWORD>>

ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a later date. Once you
have activated your account you can make online payments straight away.

Please note that you will not be able to access or add payments to the Catering Account for food and drinks until the 1st September 2020. For the Transition Day on 9th
July 2020, please send your child with £4.00 in pound coins to pay for their lunch.

If you need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the school finance office via email
on finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk. Your support in using ParentPay will help the
school enormously.
Thank you.
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