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Dear all,

Last Friday, the whole school community came together to raise money for Children In Need. Students made a
variety of cakes to sell, there were various competitions,
and the team sold a range of Children In Need merchandise. Overall, the school raised £535.17, which is a very
good achievement considering we are a small school. I
would like to thank Miss Melhuish for leading on this and for
all the students and staff involved too.

This year, the school has introduced Hegarty Maths.
This has been led by our new Head of Maths, Mrs Riley.
This is an on-line tuition programme that works on a range
of portable devices and enables the students to work independently on improving their maths. It enables them to view
video tutorials to help them re-visit concepts they will have
covered in class, but may have forgotten. Whilst this programme is particularly useful for GCSE students, we are
also strongly encouraging the younger students to use it to
ensure they don’t get left behind. Students should have
their username and passwords and I would ask parents to
check their child is using the useful resource.

At the time of writing this, we are just about to start our
Annual Staff Conference (INSET Day). This year one of
the areas for focus for the day is on developing strategies to
support boys’ learning. Our first key note speaker, Matt
Pinkett, co-write a book, titled, ‘Boys Don’t Try.’ and he will
be offering us practical tips, as well as long-term strategies
to help our boys to become even happier with themselves
and achieve greater academic success. Our second key
note speaker is Debbie Light, another practitioner and author. Her book ‘Stretch and Challenge’ will help us to revisit
some practical strategies to raise the bar in our classroom
for all students.
Each week, I plan to share the results of the questionnaire we handed out at ARD. This week, I am sharing the
results of question 10, `would you recommend this school?’
There were 161 responses and 95.7% of parents said they
would and 4.3% said they wouldn’t. Whilst this is favourable
compared to other scores from other schools on https://
parentview.ofsted.gov.uk/, we would want this to be
higher as we would want all parents to be happy. I would
ask any parent who isn’t happy to contact the school
so that we can try to assist with any issues.

“Happiness is not something ready made.
It comes from your own actions.”
(Dalai Lama)

The Yr 11 students are busy preparing for their Trial
Exams, which are coming up next week. These are really
important as they provide the students with their predicted
Enjoy the weekend.
grades for our Sixth Form and/or applying for College. The
Trial Exam Timetable has now been sent out and I wish the
students all the best in these forthcoming exams.
Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY
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Year 7
Ronny O’Sullivan 7A
Year 9
Chloe Benos 9A
Aleesha Venables 9C
Year 10
Rhys Davies 10A
William Sullivan 10C
Ellie Hannan 10D
Esther Clark 10E
Year 11
Teigan Chandler 11A
Mitchell Legate 11A
Mariachiara Russo 11A
Holly Hudgeon 11C
Joshua Smith 11C
Ellie Robertson 11D
Mia Orosun 11E

Brandon Davies 7C

Lyla Terry 7C

Jesse Ellerbeck 7E

Charlotte Blacklock 9A

Jack Martin 9A

George Tatman 9C

Max Singleton 10A
Tia-Dee Bhadesia 10D
Alessandro Tomasino 10D
Kelsey Donegan 10E

Callum Corrigan 10C
Archie Eccleston 10D
Kristina Vlashi 10D
Aj Eaton-Carlisle 10E

Daniel Jamela 10C
Charles Green 10D
Amie-Mae Clare 10E
Daisie Ruddle 10E

Josh Hart 11A
Libby Mardell-Lines 11A
Jake Whitaker 11A
Oliwia Jerka 11C
Ben Cox 11D
Emily Webber 11D
Charlie Westley 11E

Wanwalee Khongsup 11A
Evie Moss 11A
Martyna Przybylska 11A
Hassan Boulemia 11C Giovanni Devizio 11C
Jessica Lamerton 11C Hannah O’Riordan 11C
Sentibela Heta 11D Abbie Ottley 11D
Ellie Wood 11D
Tiegan Nevin 11E
Chloe Westley 11E
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Autumn Term 2020
First day of term
Wednesday 2nd Sep 2020 (see further information)

Half Term
26th Oct 2020 – 30th Oct 2020

Last day of term
18th Dec 2020

Further Information
Tuesday, 1st September - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*
Wednesday, 2nd September - Year 12 Enrolment Only (2pm)
Thursday, 3rd September - Year 7 Day and Year 13 Enrolment (2pm)
Friday, 4th September - School starts for all students
Friday, 20th November - INSET DAY (only staff attend)

Spring Term 2021
First day of term
Tuesday 5th Jan 2021

Half Term
15th Feb 2021 – 19th Feb 2021

Last day of term
26th March 2021

Easter/Spring holidays
29th Mar 2021 - 9th Apr 2021

Further Information
Monday, 4th January - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*

Summer Term
First day of term
12th Apr 2021

Half Term
31st May 2021 - 4th June 2021

Last day of term
16th Jul 2021

Further Information
Monday, 3rd May 2021 – Bank Holiday
Monday, 19th April - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*
Thursday, 8th July - Secondary Transition Day
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Help Wanted!
Love Hoddesdon organise activities and a festive parade through the town centre on this night.
A special guest will be there to switch on our Christmas lights and we bring in December in
style! To find out more visit: https://www.lovehoddesdon.co.uk/
This year we have been asked to help.
We have been asked to decorate a float and be part of the parade. We have had
the idea of decorating a pink float (thank you to Zoe Plant Hire) in rainbow colours,
and celebrating the idea of diversity with Pride elves.

If you can volunteer to help decorate the float, walk alongside the float, marshal
the event (parents please!) or help be in the parade please let me know as soon as
possible at stweddell@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

We will be working with The John Warner School to represent the
ideas of the youth of Hoddesdon alongside the development of our
Love Hoddesdon Youth Committee. If you would like more details of
how to get involved with this please see Mrs Tweddell

We still need volunteers for Hoddesdon Loves Christmas event in the town
on 30th November. We are taking part in the parade with a Pride float, and
we NEED volunteers to walk and parents to steward the event.
Please email me stweddell@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk to confirm attendance by the end of the day Monday 25th. All are welcome!
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On Friday 15th November the school supported Children in Need by running a cake sale at
break and lunch time in the Refectory. There was a range of cookies, cakes, biscuits,
brownies and many more that all pupils had put the time and effort into baking and bringing in for the day.
As well as the pupil’s efforts there was a staff contribution in the form of the staff sweepstake the ‘Duck Race’ which was aired at 1:00pm with the winning duck being Beakwell
Tart, with Mrs Highfield winning.
A Thank you also goes to all pupils that bought a Pudsey headband or wristband in the
previous weeks running up to the event.
The total raised was £535.17 so thank you to everyone (parents, staff and pupils) that
supported the day by buying, baking and selling.
A final thank you and well done to all involved, it was a wonderful atmosphere around
RBA.
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High School Musical Raffle
The Prom Committee are made up of a group of Year 11 pupils that would like to volunteer their time to raise as
much money as they can to support the organisation and running of their Prom in July 2020. They have already
met a couple of times this term to discuss ideas and ways of raising this money.
The first event happening is a raffle at the performances of High School Musical (10th/11th/12th December), however to run this event we need some raffle prizes!
Therefore, if you would like to donate or know of anyone that would like to donate prizes then please get in contact with Ms Melhuish and the Prom Committee, or bring in the donated prizes to student reception.

Christmas Disco
The next event to happen to raise money for the Year 11 Prom is a Christmas Disco, this will happen in the last
few weeks of this term and tickets will be on sale shortly. The event will be advertised around school and will be
open to Year 7 and 8 pupils. More details TBC…

Mock General Election Coming to RBA!

On the 12th December to mirror the real General Election RBA is holding its
own Mock General Election to decide who we think may win the real General
Election. In form times and assembly students will be having discussions
about this year’s General Election and the 5 main political parties. But don’t
worry students don’t need to register to vote at RBA, we will be holding our
democratic vote in the library on the 12th December to decide on a winner.
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

This weeks Winner is
Mrs Smith
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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