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Dear all,  
 
It’s hard to believe that Xmas is nearing. At school, we 
have started to get into the festive spirits this week by putting 
up our Xmas tree and our Xmas light too. In addition to this, 
we have started to promote and sell tickets for our Xmas 
Music Concert (which will take place on Wednesday, 12th 
December) and we are also selling tickets for Xmas lunch. 
The Xmas lunch will cost students £3.60 and tickets can be 
purchased on ParentPay and also by fingerprint from     
Monday, 3rd December.  
 
Since the last RBA Review, the school has been a very 
busy place and we have welcomed lots of visitors. Last 
Tuesday, the school held an Ofsted Seminar for over 200 
Headteachers and Senior teachers from across Hertfordshire 
and Essex. Sean Harford (National Director for Ofsted) came 
and spoke to the delegates about the new Ofsted framework. 
On Thursday and Friday last week, it was our Annual Staff 
Conference and the staff were entertained by two key note 
speakers, Sir John Jones and Sue Cowley, both of whom 
were excellent. It was also nice to welcome over 30 external 
teachers from across Hertfordshire to this event too. 
 
This week, the Year 11 students have been undertaking 
their Trial Exams in the school hall. The students have 
had to stay focused all week as there has been at least 2 -3 
exams a day for them to complete. I have been impressed 
with the students’ attitude and I am looking forward to seeing 
all their results. The students and parents will get their Trial 
Exam results on Futures Day, January 17th. This also is the 
same day as Year 11 Parents’ Evening so parents will be 
able to speak to their child’s subject teachers about their 
exam results.  
  
Now that the dark nights are drawing in, please can I 
remind everyone about the importance of cycling safely 
to and from school. We have received calls recently from 
some concerned members of the public following near      
accidents involving RBA students on bikes. They must ride 
safely, but more concerning is that some students are not 
using lights or reflective material which means they are    
almost invisible to drivers. If your child cycles to school, 
please can I ask you to speak to them about their safety. 
 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the FORBA 
(Friends of Robert Barclay Academy). Over the weekend, 
the organise the Overtures Concert and in doing so        
managed to raise £1,000 for the school. I would like to thank 
the FORBA committee for all their hard work and for         
regularly giving freely of their time. 
 
Finally, this week we say farewell to two Admin staff, 
Emma Jones and Maria Georgiou. Many parents will have 
spoken to or come into contact with both Emma and Maria 
when visiting the Front Reception. We wish them all the best 
in the new ventures. 

 

“An educated mind is useless without a focussed 
will and dangerous without a loving heart.” 

(Winfried Deijmann) 
 
As always, enjoy the weekend and family time. 

 
 
 
 
 

Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 



Dates for your Diary 

Student Reception Info 

To contact Student Reception please use the  

following details: 

Tel: 01992 410800 then option 5 

Email: parents@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Opening hours are 8:15am to 3:15pm 

Show My Homework 

Download the App for you phone or tablet. Make 

sure to Login with Office 365. 

Remember you can find your school email 

address by logging on the RBA Dashboard at  

http://rbadashboard.co.uk. 

If you have any issues logging onto the Show My 

Homework App please see Mr Belmont in ICT 

Support. 
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 5th Dec Parents Safeguarding Info Evening 

6.30pm (Hall)  

7th Dec Music Tech Rehearsal 3.00-5.00pm 

(Hall) 

10th Dec Music Tech Rehearsal 3.00-5.00pm 

(Hall)  

12th Dec Christmas Concert 7.00pm (Hall) 

18th Dec Christmas Lunch 

20th Dec Awards Evening 2018 6.30-8.30pm 

(Hall)  

21st Dec Xmas House Charity Day  

12.30pm Close 

5th Dec Year 9 District Cup Football vs  

7th Dec Year 11 District Cup vs Sele 2pm  

Sporting Fixtures 

Christmas Lunch  
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Annabel Hart 
Head of Year 7 / Literacy Coordinator 

 

Year 7 
Amalie Miller  Drama  

 

Year 8 
Vanessa Cerna  Literacy  

Ruby Chillingworth  Literacy  

Charlie Fox   Religious Education  

Hollie Googan  Literacy  

Vlad Harbuz   Mathematics  

Pippa Hartley  Geography 

Edward Hindlaugh  Mathematics  

Ryder Maniam  Literacy  

Charlotte McCafferty Mathematics 

Akai Powell   Literacy  

Aleesha Venables  Mathematics  

Sophie Wood  Mathematics   

Daniele Jennings  Literacy  

Joel Morgan   Literacy  

Amber Perkins  Literacy  

Year 9 
Harry Downes  Religious Education 

Charlie Fox   Religious Education  

Mollie Green  Religious Education  

Liam Hasler   Religious Education  

James Hynes  Religious Education  

Oliver Rogers  Religious Education  

Emily Wooden   Religious Education  

 

Year 10 
Emi Asim   English  

Emily Pykett   English  

 

Year 11 
Lucy Woodhurst  English  

 

Sixth Form 
Zoe Dear   English 

 

Thank you to all who attended the 'KS3 How To Support Your 
Child's Literacy' event on Thursday last week.  The resources have 
been emailed so please do look through this and visit the          
recommended websites for extra support.  

This was the first event of its kind so any feedback is welcome. 
We will be running similar events so please let me know if there's 
anything that you would like support with.  

 

 

A big thank you to all the parents and students who bought books and other items at the Library Book Fair the 
week before last. 
 
Thanks to you we managed to sell over £400 worth of books, which gives me about £160 to spend on free 
books for the Library. 
 
I will be looking to spend the money on some of the excellent recommendations I have received from students 
about the kinds of books they like to read. 

Literacy Support Event 

Library Book Fair at RBA 

Helen Harrington 
School Librarian 
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Year 11 News 

 
 

Congratulations to Pippa Hartley and Brooklyn Buck (both Year 8) and the rest of the JLT who just by selling 
the RBL Poppies managed to raise £228.82. This dwarfs our last years total and shows their hard work on    
behalf of the RBL.  

Thank you to all the staff and students who supported this important appeal. If you wish to find out more or 
watch the official ‘Thank You’ video please visit https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/ 

Poppy Appeal 2018 

Mark Stuttle 
Head of RE and Citizenship 

https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/


 

I am pleased to announce that RBA participated in the Mayoral Debate 2018 and got through to the final 
three. The topic this year was loneliness and the JLT have spent months preparing for this debate. A team of 
five pupils had to prepare a 10 minute presentation on loneliness, how and why it could be tackled in the   
Borough of Broxbourne.  

This presentation had to then be presented to official delegates, local official, friends, family and other 
schools in the Broxbourne Mayoral Chambers. This was a very nerve racking task for the whole team and they 
performed amazingly, startling the judges with their practical ideas, slick presentation, personal stories and 
engagement of the audience. 

We look forward to a bigger and better presentation next year that will astound the judges even further. In 
particular I wish to congratulate our presenting team: Daisy Kirby,  Libby Mardell-Lines, James Pink (Year 10) 
and  Brooklyn Buck and Pippa Hartley (Year 8), who would all have a very strong career in public speaking and 
showed they could hold their own on the big stage! Finally I also wish to congratulate our behind the scenes 
team of Ruby Brown and Tilly Carson (Year 10) who helped develop the ideas and presentation, providing a 
critical eye to everything we did.  

Steve Whitlam the Community Development Manager at Broxbourne Borough Council said these kind words: 

‘Thank you for your kind words and your support for the event. Your team did very well and are a credit to the 
school. I look forward to seeing them at future events.’ 

We look forward to Mayoral Debate 2019.        Mark Stuttle 
Head of RE and Citizenship 
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Mayoral Debate 2018 
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 Year 10 in the course of preparation for the exam this summer 
have been studying Buddhism and needed to enhance their 
knowledge of Buddhist mediation practises, including samatha, 
vipassana and   visualisation mediation techniques.  

After learning about a variety of Buddhist meditation practises 
in the classroom, students then put these into practise.         
Students attempted breathing meditation, seated meditation, 
samatha meditation and walking meditation as pictured. The 
most popular proved to be samatha mediation, the Buddhist 
practise of focusing on one central object to achieve calmness 
and tranquillity to reach a state of mind ready to engage in 
vipassana meditation; in particular students found the use of a candle or breathing techniques most helpful 
to focus the mind. 

However, as most students came to realise the Buddhist practise is not as easy as it first sounds. The ability 
to achieve full and prolonged concentration is something that needs years of dedication. Students found 
their minds wandering, thoughts distracting them and their own self-consciousness leading them astray. 

If was useful for all students to truly understand this Buddhist ritual and gain a fuller understanding of what 
is involved. 

 

Year 10 get ready for their RE GCSE Exam by meditating 

Robert Barclay Academy is consulting on the proposed admissions arrangements for the school year 
2020/21 and is seeking responses from parent/carers, schools and community groups. 

The proposed changes are: 

 To amend the wording and definition of ‘Rule 2 – exceptional social and medical reasons to attend a 
specific school” to include children previously looked after abroad and subsequently adopted. 

The consultation period runs from 19 November 2018 - 6 January 2019.  Please send your comments         
regarding the proposals to admin@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk. 

Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

RBA Admissions 

Mark Stuttle 
Head of RE and Citizenship 

mailto:admin@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk
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Year 7 boys - Great 4-1 win against The Royal Russell Independent School (Croydon) in the last 32 of the      
National Cup.  A great team victory with great attitude and work rate throughout the game. Goals from Ben 
(Scoring a hat-trick) and Alex Emms.  

The draw for the next round will take place on Monday 3rd December.  

 
Charlie Freeman 

Teacher of Physical Education  

 

On Sunday, Kaitlyn Perkins (Year 12) competed for the title of 
District Cadet of the Year for West Anglia 2019. This was a 
hard process as she had to go through an interview, a debate, 
a first aid scenario, a uniform inspection, a presentation and 
team task.  

Each of these stages were marked in which Kaitlyn gained the 
most marks and at the end of the day was awarded the title of 
being the St John Ambulance Cadet of the Year for West     
Anglia. 

In February Kaitlyn will move on to the regional and national 
competition where she will compete for a bigger title. 

In this image Kaitlyn is with the current Regional Cadet of the 
Year for the East region.  

I am so proud of Kaitlyn, good luck for your next adventure 
and a very well done!  
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Sport News 

Val Tatum 
Head of Creative Arts 

District Cadent of the Year 
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Protect Welwyn Ski Slope from local      

council’s plans for land redevelopment 

Please read the article below, Robert Barclay uses this facility every year in preparation for our ski trip.  

https://www.change.org/p/protect-welwyn-ski-slope-from-local-council-s-plans-for-land-redevelopment?
recruiter=342189451&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition 

I am pleased to announce that we are now accepting deposits for our annual ski trip to Spiazzi di Gromo,    
Italy. The trip will take place from Saturday 15th February to Saturday 22nd February 2020. We will fly from 
London (airport TBC) to Milan (airport TBC). Flight time is approximately 2 hours and the transfer time to   
Spiazzi is approximately 2 hours, depending on which airport we fly to. The trip is open to all students        
currently in Years 7 to 12. 

 
What’s Included? 
The total cost is expected to be approximately £1075.00 and is based on 40 students attending. The price will 
increase if student numbers are less than 40. The minimum number for the trip to be viable is 30 students. 
The price is all-inclusive and will include the following: - 
 

 Return flights 

 UK and overseas transfers, including all toll charges 

 Accommodation – full-board including breakfast, hot lunch and evening meal 

 Ski lessons; Ski equipment hire (skis, boots, poles and helmets); Ski pass 

 In-resort representation and 24-hour emergency service 

 Fully comprehensive ski travel insurance (including ski breakage and snow guarantee) 

 Ski trip Hoodie 
Après-Ski activities (not including Ice Skating which is payable in resort depending 
on availability) 
 
**** I have not included ski lessons at the Gosling Ski Centre in this price, but this 
can be arranged nearer the time, with the cost being approximately £25.00 for 3 x 

1 hour sessions **** 
 
Financial Arrangements 
The deposit required to apply for a place on the trip is £300.00. This deposit can be 
paid in two instalments, with the first deposit of £150 due by 30th November 2018 
and the second deposit of £150 due by 31st January 2019. All payments must be paid 
via ParentPay. 
 
If you have any further queries regarding the trip, please contact me on the email 
below. 
 
Alan Martin (ASCL) 
Ski Leader / EVC 
amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
(please put ski20 in the subject box) 

Ski Trip 2020 

https://www.change.org/p/protect-welwyn-ski-slope-from-local-council-s-plans-for-land-redevelopment?recruiter=342189451&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
https://www.change.org/p/protect-welwyn-ski-slope-from-local-council-s-plans-for-land-redevelopment?recruiter=342189451&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition
mailto:amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk


Alan Martin 
Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 

EVC / DofE Coordinator / Ski Leader 
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The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award is a highly regarded course that can help to develop various skills that students 
will use throughout their life. Participation in this scheme will not only support this development but will also 
provide invaluable experience that is suitable for discussion in future interviews or for putting onto your child's 
future CV.  
 

I am pleased to announce that I will be running the DofE course for Year 9 students, during the current          
academic year. There will be compulsory sessions in school, which will mainly be on a Thursday from 15:15 to 
16:15, although some sessions (ie. First Aid training) may last longer. During the year students will aim to    
complete the following 4 sections: 
 

 Volunteering 

 Physical 

 Skills 

 Expedition – these will be held over 2 weekends in June & July 
 
The basic cost of the course will be £100, which will cover costs for the Centre Fee, entrance pack and 
campsite fees. Students can use their own equipment for the expeditions but a limited number of items such 
as tents, rucksacks and trangias will be available for hire. 
 
If your child is interested in participating in this scheme, I will require a deposit of £50, payable via ParentPay, 
by 31st October 2018, with the remaining balance payable by 30th November 2018, or you can pay the full 
£100 upfront. Please email me beforehand so that I can allocate the DofE to your child’s ParentPay account. 
 

The ParentPay system includes the note of authorisation and counts as parental consent. No additional reply 

slip is necessary. You will also be required to provide further information via ParentPay as requested 

 

If you have any further queries, please contact me 

 

Alan Martin  
DofE Coordinator / EVC 
amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

 

Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 

mailto:amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Awards Evening 2018 
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