
Review 
Issue 12—Friday 7th December 2018 

Dear all,  
 
This week, the Year 11s have been completing week 
2 of their Trial Exams. With the new exams, there are so 
many more exam papers for the students to sit and 
experience but we feel it is important that students get to 
experience as close as possible what it will be like next June. 
This week, the students have been completing trial exams in 
the practical subjects of art, photography and BTEC Sport. As 
mentioned, students and parents will be getting the results of 
these trial exams, along with predicted grades, on Thursday 
17th January. This is the same day as Futures Day and Year 
11 parents evening. 
 
This week, it was a pleasure to welcome back ex-
student, Tom Culley. Tom, ex Head Boy, left RBA last 
year following the completion of his A-Levels in our Sixth Form. 

He currently is completing a degree apprenticeship with BT and he 

was visiting our sixth formers to talk to them about this 

apprenticeship experience. Whilst many sixth formers will be opting 

for University, many are also now considering apprenticeships so 

this feedback from Tom was very useful for the sixth formers. 

  
On the subject of Sixth Form, this week, myself and 
the senior leadership team have been focusing on 
Sixth Form. Every month, the senior team have a focus on a 

specific subject area. This review will entail observing lessons, 
looking through students’ books, analysing students’ progress data 
and speaking to students (which the governors lead on). Parents 
are also involved as we send out a questionnaire to get your views 
(thank you for all your replies). This feedback then helps us to 
assess the strengths and weaknesses of this area and help us to 
identify next steps so we can improve things. 
 

School breaks up for the Xmas break on Friday 21st 

December at midday. As in previous years, Friday is our 
Charity Day. This is always a great day as students and staff get 

involved in a range of activities, including watching the Staff Panto! 

The students are allowed to wear non uniform as long as they bring 

in £1. The JLT will be meeting over the next week to confirm what 

we shall do with the raised money.  Students will return to school as 

normal on Tuesday 8th January.   

 

Finally, I would like to finish this week’s RBA Review 
by just drawing your attention to some fantastic 
events that are coming up. 

 
 
“Never use your failure yesterday as an excuse 
for not trying again today. We may not be able 
to undo damages, but we can always make a 
new start“ 
(Unknown) 
 
 

As always, enjoy the weekend and family time. 
 
 
 
 
 

Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Event Day Time 

Christmas Music  
Concert 

Wednesday 
12th December 

7.00pm 

Rewards Trip to 
Lakeside (selected 
students) 

Monday 17th 
December 

9.00 -3.00pm 

Christmas Dinner Tuesday 18th 
December 

12.30 – 1.50pm 

Annual Awards  
Evening 

Thursday 20th 
December 

7.00 – 8.30pm 

Xmas House  
Charity Day 
(Christmas Jumpers) 

Friday 21st  
December 

8.40 – 12.00pm 

Week Commencing Monday 10th December 

Week 2 
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Student Reception Info 

To contact Student Reception please use the  

following details: 

Tel: 01992 410800 then option 5 

Email: parents@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Opening hours are 8:15am to 3:15pm 

 

 

 

Show My Homework 

Download the App for you phone or tablet. Make 

sure to Login with Office 365. 

Remember you can find your school email address 

by logging on the RBA Dashboard at  

http://rbadashboard.co.uk. 

If you have any issues logging onto the Show My 

Homework App please see ICT Support. 
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Sixth Form Core Skills 
Session 
This week we had a visit from an ex-student, Tom 
Culley, who came in to promote Apprenticeships. 
Tom was Head Boy at RBA last year and through 
the work of Pathway he was able to secure a Higher 
Apprenticeship with BT. Pathway is a company that 
RBA are using to help students find the right path for 
them down the apprenticeship route (please visit 
the i r  we bs i te  f o r  more  in fo r ma t ion 

www.pathwayctm.com). 

Tom shared his experience of the selection and 
interview process leading him to now be working 
with BT and also have his fees paid for whilst 
studying for a degree. The current students in the 
RBA Sixth Form found this experience to be 
insightful and informative; with many students now 
contemplating the possibility of taking an 
apprenticeship. One student said that “it was nice to 
have someone who used to be a student at RBA to 
relate to when finding information out about 
apprenticeships. Tom made it very clear that there 

are many options when it comes to apprenticeships 
and this has opened my eyes to different 

possibilities that I am now considering.” 

The RBA Sixth Form would like to thank Tom for 
running the session and Pathway for their future 

support with our students. 

Although I do not have any pictures. Emily Gribbin 
said that she took a selfie and a picture of the 

screen on one of the slides. 

Thanks 

Kevin White 

Head of Sixth Form 

http://www.pathwayctm.com
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Christmas in the Library 

It's Christmas in the RBA Library. The tree is up 
and the activities have begun. All students and 
staff have been asked to complete a coloured link 
to go into our 'Xmas Chain Around the 
Library.'  They have to write on it their favourite 
book or author or book character.  The 
Headteacher will be coming in to cut the chain in 5 
different places and the winners will all receive a 

chocolatey prize! 

Look out for other activities going on over the next 

couple of weeks. 

A very Merry Xmas 

Ms Harrington 

Librarian  

Young Leaders Academy 
The young leaders showed great creative and engineering 

mind-sets in this week’s masterclass on STEM (science, 

technology, engineering, mathematics) and have taken home 

a project to complete in time for the end of term. This booklet 

will stretch the young leaders to their potential and will 

challenge their designing and mathematical skills especially 

whilst they investigate and interpret the design of 

rollercoasters. 

The Young Leaders were also challenged in a competitive 

activity where they were given a small set of rules and 

encouraged to think outside of the box. Each group had a roll 

of tape, ten paper straws, and two pair of scissors, and given 

7 minutes to design and build a structure that would hold up a 

heat proof mat. Out of five groups, the winners were Abigail, 

Amalie, and Ivy, so well done you three! Below are a selection 

of photos to show the competition in progress. All teams 

presented different ideas and some certainly thought outside 

of the box and came up with some brilliant ideas to bend the 

rules! 

 



Food Preparation and Nutrition 

We have been extremely busy over the last few weeks, Year 7 

students have been learning about fruit and vegetables and 

practising their knife skills to create delicious coleslaw. 

Year 8 students have been teaming up to make a hearty vegetable soup to keep us 

healthy and warm throughout the winter! They really enjoyed sampling each other’s 

soup in class and many of the students were surprised how much they liked all of the 

VEGETABLES! 

Perfect pasta has been the topic in Year 9 and 10 where they 

have been making homemade pasta and sauce – Yes you can 

imagine, we have had a lot of fun! 

Some amazing rice dishes were also produced by the Y10 students, they had the free choice to create their own dish as long 

as it included rice as a base. We were really impressed with the way they completed their dishes, the room smelt wonderful and 

left us feeling incredibly hungry. 

Year 11 students are well underway with coursework for 

their GCSE and have been practising a multitude of recipes 

and skills including bread making for their upcoming 

practical exam in February. 

Lynn Cassar 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
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Protect Welwyn Ski Slope from local       

council’s plans for land redevelopment 
Please read the article below, Robert Barclay uses this facility every year in preparation for our ski 

trip.  

https://www.change.org/p/protect-welwyn-ski-slope-from-local-council-s-plans-for-land-redevelopment?

recruiter=342189451&utm_source=share_petition&utm_medium=copylink&utm_campaign=share_petition 

Ski Trip 2020 

I am pleased to announce that we are now accepting deposits for our annual ski trip to Spiazzi di Gromo,    Italy. The 
trip will take place from Saturday 15th February to Saturday 22nd February 2020. We will fly from London (airport TBC) 
to Milan (airport TBC). Flight time is approximately 2 hours and the transfer time to   Spiazzi is approximately 2 hours, 
depending on which airport we fly to. The trip is open to all students        currently in Years 7 to 12. 

 
What’s Included? 
The total cost is expected to be approximately £1075.00 and is based on 40 students attending. The price will 
increase if student numbers are less than 40. The minimum number for the trip to be viable is 30 students. The price 
is all-inclusive and will include the following: - 
 

 Return flights 

 UK and overseas transfers, including all toll charges 

 Accommodation – full-board including breakfast, hot lunch and evening meal 

 Ski lessons; Ski equipment hire (skis, boots, poles and helmets); Ski pass 

 In-resort representation and 24-hour emergency service 

 Fully comprehensive ski travel insurance (including ski breakage and snow guarantee) 

 Ski trip Hoodie 
 
Après-Ski activities (not including Ice Skating which is payable in resort depending on availability) 

 
**** I have not included ski lessons at the Gosling Ski Centre in this 
price, but this can be arranged nearer the time, with the cost being 

approximately £25.00 for 3 x 1 hour sessions **** 
 
Financial Arrangements 
The deposit required to apply for a place on the trip is £300.00. This deposit 
can be paid in two instalments, with the first deposit of £150 due by 30th 
November 2018 and the second deposit of £150 due by 31st January 2019. 
All payments must be paid via ParentPay. 
 
If you have any further queries regarding the trip, please contact me on the 
email below. 
 
Alan Martin (ASCL) - Ski Leader / EVC 
amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
(please put ski20 in the subject box) 
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