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Dear all,  

 

On Monday evening, I attended the Alban Arena in St 

Albans to watch our very first `Trust’ performing arts 

concert. This involved over 200 students from the 4 schools within 

our Multi Academy Trust coming together to perform a wide range of 

music and dance pieces. This was an amazing opportunity for our 

students as they got to perform in a wonderful theatre and to over 

350 people too! All the students who performed were amazing and 

the audience thoroughly enjoyed the full range of performances, 

particularly RBA’s selection from the hit musical, `We Will Rock You’. 

On this, I would like to inform you all that this will be the school’s 

musical production in March and tickets will be going on sale. This 

will be a truly amazing night so do make sure you get your tickets for 

the show and come and support our students. I would like to congrat-

ulate all the students who represented RBA so superbly and I would 

also like to thank Mr Skinner, Miss Sheldrake, Miss Nicolson and Mr 

Croker for all their support and effort in leading such an inspirational 

event.  

  

On the subject of Performing Arts, this week in As-

semblies the students have been voting on House 

Dance. Each House, with the help of their Sixth Form House Lead-

er have choreographed their own dance. The groups have been 

made up of students from Year 7-13. In assemblies this week, the 

students got to vote for their favourite dance. At the time of writing 

this, I am still waiting to hear what the overall results were and which 

House has won the House Dance for 2018-19! 

 

In addition to House Dance, this week a large number 
of students have been busy rehearsing for the 
school’s annual Dance Show, titled, `Press Play.’ The 

students and staff have been working incredibly hard over the last 

few months and I am really looking forward to seeing the final end 

product. This is always a popular event and as a result we will be 

showcasing the work on Wednesday 13th February. To book your 

tickets they cost £5 and are available via Parentpay or on the door. 

 

Finally, on Thursday evening this week we hosted the 

Sixth Form Parents Evening. It is hard to believe that the 

Year 13 students are coming to the end of the school days! We are 

working hard to ensure every single one of these students success-

fully gets on to their first choice post 18 pathway, whether that be 

University, High level Apprenticeship or employment. After half-term, 

I shall be meeting all the Year 13 students to discuss their current 

progress and their chosen next steps. I would like to thank all the 

parents who attended the evening. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“One of the sincerest forms of respect is 

actually listening to what another has to 

say.”      

 (Bryant H. McGill) 
 

Enjoy the weekend! 
 
 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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 Year 7 

 Connor Brockwell 7D   Mine Bulut 7E  Ben Emms 7C  

 Elizabete Ezerina 7C  Joshua Familia-Parsons 7E    

 Dollie Rae Peet 7C  Rhys Saggers 7C   Maja Sidor 7E  

 El Smith 7C  

     

 Year 8 

 Chloe Benos 8A  Charlotte Blacklock 8A Brooklyn Buck 8A 

 Daniele Jennings 8A Archie Jones 8D   Ryder Maniam 8C  
 Summer Mendrys-Barnes 8E     Amber Perkins 8D 
 Alfie Smith 8E  Rocco Trupia 8E   Akai Powell 8A  
 Amelia  Ziolkowski 8A 

    

 Year 9 

 Tia-Dee Bhadesia 9D  Kelsey Donegan 9E Samuel Donelan 9A 
 Katie Donnarumma 9E  Daisy Fearn 9D  Chantal Ginex 9D 
 Lilly Griffin 9D   Matilda Gumble 9A Wiktoria Lajkowska 9C 

 Bayleigh Morrell 9E    Lily Sharp 9C   Freya Walton 9D 

  

 Year 10 

 Katherine Hindlaugh 10D Maisie Kemplen 10E Jamie Manston 10D 
 Kacie-Louise Miller 10A Tiegan Nevin 10E  Angel O’Callaghan 10E
 Hollie Williams 10E 

  

 Year 11 

 Chelsie Jones 11A 
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Thank you for all your support at the year 8 options evening. The next key date is the Year 8 
parents evening : 

Date: Thursday 7th March 2019 

Time: 16:00 - 19:00 

This is an important opportunity for you and your child to talk about their GCSE choices with 
their class teachers. 

Looking forward to seeing you all, 

Kind regards, 

 

Mrs B Stockwell  

Head of Year 8 

"This week, the House Dance Assembly event has taken place, showing enormous talent from 
students in every School house! Students have choreographed their own pieces to be per-
formed this week. The Performing Arts Team have been so impressed that every dance has 
been given a slot in "Press Play" Dance Show next week! Well Done girls!" 
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Back in 2018 it was decided that the academy would hold a Cross Trust Concert. Its aim: to showcase the music and dance 
going on across all four schools in the Trust. Having chosen the performers – comprised of Year 7 & 8 choir, selected cast 
from We Will Rock You, Gifted & Talented Dance and 6th Form Dance – and with many rehearsals completed, the big day 

had finally arrived. 

Heading with great excitement, and proving just how organised RBA students are, the musicians loaded the equipment and 
myself, Miss Nicholas and the musicians departed for the Alban Arena. Finding their voices early on in the day, a coach 
based sing-song featuring the finale song ‘Gary Barlow’s ‘Sing’ began. While I’m not sure how much of a fan the driver was 

of it, it made for a great start to the day and set the tone brilliantly.  

It was planned that this would also be the first song to be rehearsed at the venue, along with the rest of the 200 strong cast. 
While we knew this, we didn’t know that a student from each school would be chosen to sing a solo line! However, putting 

Year 7 Student Rose Gregory forward, we knew a superb performance would be delivered. 

Being in a venue such as the Alban Arena, and the fact that we would be spending the whole day there, it gave the students 
a brilliant opportunity to work in a professional context. It was great to see that most of our students chose to watch other 
schools rehearse and represent the school in such a positive way while they did so. However, wanting to also make the 
most of the time, an impromptu, busker style rehearsal in the green room took place. It really was the kind of moment that 

only comes about in the performing arts. 

Having only rehearsed our own performances at school to this point, it would have been easy for the students to feel over-
whelmed on entering the main stage. This however was far from the case as in them giving even more, tweaks to make it 

sound extra special could be made and take the performances up a gear.  

With the remaining performers, Mr Skinner and Miss Sheldrake having arrived shortly after, it was time for Gifted & Talented 
Dance and 6th Form Dance to take to the stage for the first time. Working hard from the moment they got there, they equally 
stepped up their performance level and put in all they had. Wanting to constantly make it better, a few re-runs were done to 

make it spot on for the evening.  

The day to this point, especially with everyone pulling together as much as they had – including those staff involved in the 
staff choir -had been fantastic. However, it was nothing compared to the buzz that began to fill the green room as the even-
ing performance drew ever closer. Ensuring everything was just right, final checks were made and with the show about to 

begin, those not involved in the first half headed to find their seats to watch the performances. 

It has to be said that while only one of our groups was featured in the first half - Gifted & Talented Dance – the level of pro-
fessionalism was incredible. Completely un-phased by the track initially starting in the wrong place, they stood still, waited 
for it to be restarted and leapt into action like nothing had happened! To see them approach it in this way, really was amaz-

ing. 

Opening the second half with ‘A Kind of Magic’ and ‘Crazy Little Thing Called Love,’ the selected cast of We Will Rock You 
pulled out all the stops to give the performance of their lives. Each one giving it their all – including the backing vocalists 
breaking into the audience to get the crowd going - the buzz everyone felt was immense and gave a great window into the 

forthcoming production. 

Showcasing the contrasting styles we have, this was followed up with Year 7 & 8 choir’s performance of ‘This is Me.’ Set to 
piano and drums, solo lines and vocal harmonies further proved the diversity of high talent we have at RBA. As if this wasn’t 
enough, 6th Form Dance later in the second half proved it even further. As days for performing arts at RBA go, Monday 4th 

February will be hard to beat!  



5 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



6 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

 

 

 

 

 



7 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

With this years’ ski trip approaching at half term, the majority of the students have been putting their 
skills to the test at Gosling Ski Centre. For three nights this week, the beginners were taught the basics 
and improved immensely. The intermediate skiers were improving on the skills that they had learned 
on their previous trip & our more advanced skiers were fine tuning those skills. These three sessions 
will ensure that the students will improve more quickly when they get out to Italy and enjoy their trip 
more than they would had they not done the lessons. We’ve already seen a few crashes & no doubt will 
see plenty more on the snow in Spiazzi di Gromo. 
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SPORTING FIXTURES 

 

Year 7 

Mon 11th Feb 

Tues 12th Feb 

Weds 13th Feb 

 

Year 8 

Mon 11th Feb 

Tues 12th Feb 

Weds 13th Feb 

 

Year 9/10/11/12/13 

Mon 11th Feb 

 

 

Year 10 

 

 

 

 

Swimming Gala 

Girls Football v Goffs {H} 

BB v John Warner H/A 

 

 

Swimming Gala 

Girls Football v Goffs {H} 

FB v Goffs 2pm ko {H} 

 

 

Swimming Gala 



 

 

 Sixth Form Interviews Feedback 

Over the course of the last week, I have had the pleasure of meeting the year 11 students and dis-

cussing their place in the Sixth Form at RBA.  

What really pleased me was the fact that – almost without exception – they are all taking the exam 

preparation period in their stride and utilising the time they have left to ensure that they are as suc-

cessful as possible.  

Students have started revision – focussing on the areas that they know they have gaps in their 

knowledge or understanding and using their newly developed revision timetables.  

It is worth putting the effort in now. There are, in effect, only a few months left of hard work ahead of 

the examinations and then a period of relaxation during the summer. We discussed the fact that the 

harder the students work now, the more they can relax ahead of the Results Day in August! 

Offer letters will be sent out before half term, so look out for yours. If you have any questions about 

the Sixth Form or the process, please don’t hesitate to speak to either Mr White (Head of Sixth Form), 

Mr Creasey (AHT) or myself.  

Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher 
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Parental Forum about Careers Education – Coffee Morning event 15th February 10.30am 

As part of our commitment to providing our students with the best possible advice and guidance about 
future careers, we will be holding a parental forum to gather your thoughts and understanding of this 
vital element of education. Research has proven that students who have a clear idea about their future 
and an understanding about how to achieve this make better progress in school and are more fo-
cussed.  
 
The careers marketplace that our children will move into is vastly different to the one that we were 
presented with on leaving school, and things are changing very quickly. The aim of this forum is to 
gauge the parental understanding of the current situation, your hopes and thoughts about your chil-
dren’s careers and to listen to any questions and concerns that you may have.  
 
We will be joined by Gareth Dace, the Local Enterprise Partnership Manager, and Meeta Khatani from 
Reynold’s Foods, which is a locally based national employer and with whom we are partnered this year 
to support our careers programme. Reynold’s are supplying an exotic fruit platter for the event, and 
RBA will put on the coffees and cakes! 
 
I am looking for parental representatives of students in each year group. If you would like take part in 
this forum, please can you email me at tom.johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk letting me know 
the name and year group of your child. Apologies, but I may not be able to accommodate all those who 
express an interest but I will keep all names on file to invite to similar events in the future.  
 

Many thanks – I look forward to hearing from you soon! 

Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher 

mailto:tom.johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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