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Dear all,  
 
Last night, we held our Year 6 into 7 Open Evening. 
We were absolutely packed with interested families 
and reviewing the questionnaires that they 
completed, it was extremely pleasing to read how 
impressed the visiting parents and Year 6 students 
were with the school. There seemed to be common 
themes running through the positive feedback. They 
were: 

 `warm, caring and friendly school’ 
 ‘very welcoming’ 
 `develops the whole child’ 
 `smart uniform’ 
 `a school on the rise’ 

The student tour guides and the student helpers in 
each of the department areas were excellent. They 
were real a credit to the school and I am incredibly 
proud and impressed by their leadership skills. Next 
week, our Open Evening will be followed up with 
Open Morning Tours. I would like to thank all students 
and staff for all their hard work and effort.  
 
Now that we have settled back into routines, the 
school will be putting on several important evenings 
for parents about the year ahead. These evenings last 
no more than an hour and they are designed to 
communicate to parents what the year ahead entails, 
for example, when the assessments will be and we will 
share how best parents can support their child in the 
core subjects of English, Maths and Science. For years 
9, 10 and 11 we will be sharing information about the 
new GCSEs 9-1. I ask all parents to put these dates in 
the diary so that they attend these important 
meetings. 

 
 
On the subject of settling in, now that your child has 
completed a full week at RBA, I would suggest it is 
time to check their exercise books with them. Please 
find the time this weekend to go through your child’s 
exercise books and when doing so: 
 Check that there are no gaps in their work i.e. 

spaces on worksheets, unfinished sentences, 
incomplete work etc. 

 Check that they are completing work to the best 
of their ability. 

 Check that they are completing homework. 
 Check their work is being kept neat and tidy. If 

not, make them tidy it up with a ruler, adding 
dates and titles (or repeat the work if necessary 
in neater form). 

 Check they are responding to teacher feedback 
(using a red pen). 

 Ask them about their work in their books and 
what it is they have been learning.  

 
All the research shows that where parents take an 
active role in supporting their child at school, these 
students are more likely to perform to their 
potential. Thank you for your support with this. 
 
Enjoy the weekend, 

 
 
 
 

Ced de la Croix 

Date Time Year Aim 

Thursday 20th 

September 
6.30pm 11 To share information 

about the year ahead and 

how best parents can 

support their child with the 

more demanding GCSEs 

(9-1). 

Thursday 27th 

September 
6.30pm 9,10 To share the new 9-1 

GCSEs. 

Thursday 4th  

October 
6.30pm 7 To share how to get the 

best out of your child in 

Year 7 

”parents are the ultimate role models for children. 
No other person or outside force has a greater 

influence on a child than the parent.” 
 

(Bob Keeshan) 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning 

Friday 28th September 

On Friday 28th September the Robert Barclay 

Academy is holding a bake sale to raise money for 

Macmillan Coffee Morning. The bake sale will be 

held in the Hall at break and lunchtime so please 

remember to bring in some money to contribute to 

this very worthwhile cause. 

Not only are the pupils raising money for charity 

they are also competing against each other (Year vs 

Year) to see who can raise the most. You will see 

posters up around school and pupils will be coming 

around from times and assemblies to remind you 

about the event. So if you would like to help your 

year group then please speak to your Head of Year 

about how you can help on the day. 

Additionally, you can individually enter the ‘RBA 

Bake Off’ to be awarded Head Baker as well as win 

some House Points and other prizes, all you have to 

do is sign up on the poster outside the Pastoral 

Office and donate £2 to go towards Macmillan, 

then decide what you are going to bake! The ‘RBA 

Bake Off’ will be seen (and eaten) by a judging 

panel, so get those thinking and baking caps on! 

Please contribute and help us raise as much money 

as we can! 

Any questions please speak to Ms.Melhuish. 

Student Reception Info 

To contact Student Reception please use the  

following details: 

Tel: 01992 410800 then option 5 

Email: parents@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Opening hours are 8:15am to 3:15pm 

Show My Homework 

Download the App for you phone or tablet. Make 

sure to Login with Office 365. 

Remember you can find your school email 

address by logging on the RBA Dashboard at  

http://rbadashboard.co.uk. 

If you have any issues logging onto the Show My 

Homework App please see Mr Belmont in ICT 

Support. 

Week Commencing Monday 17th September 

Week 1 
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Year 7 in Maths 
During their first week, the Year 7 students 
have been set a few Maths Challenges. Grace 
Holmes (7A) and Lyllia Donohoe (7A) 
completed their challenges and as an 
extension exercise were asked to design their 
own Challenge. The girls produced the 
following puzzles. They calculated the 
answers, without the use of any electronic 
equipment, in under 6 minutes and they want 
to challenge all parents to see if they can beat 
that time 

Mr A Martin 
Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 

 

Prefect Team  
2018-19 
After a long application process along 
with interviews with the Headteacher 
and Head of Year, the year 11's 
have officially completed their Prefect 
training  and as of this week have now 
taken on this important role within the 
school community. During 
their training session this week the 
students were given the opportunity to 
share their visions and ideals moving 
forward. I am incredibly proud of all 
these students and wish them luck 
with their new role at RBA. 

Mr J McInerney 
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Grief is not a thing, 
Not a simple noun, 
An inanimate object, 
Writhing and moving in the darkness. 
 
Never before have I stepped, 
So close to its aphotic depths, 
The death of those close, 
Leaves us teetering on the edge, 
Precariously balanced, 
Ready to fall to the beast. 
 
Sometimes it’s easier, 
To wrap ourselves in grief’s arms, 
Surround ourselves with darkness, 
Hoping for an end, 
But knowing deep in our hearts, 
The beast has us and we can’t escape. 
 
I am stuck beneath the black ice, 
Drowning in grief, 
Being swept away by the torrent, 
Somewhere in these murky depths, 
Grief lies in wait ready to completely, 
Put me under, 
To engulf me. 
 
Every time I reach the surface, 
Near escape, 
I’m met with a wall of ice. 
I cannot escape, 
Slowly suffocating, 
Starved of air, 
Yearning for freedom.  
 
We must melt the ice, 
Warmth, 
Happiness, 
Laughter, 
Expel the beast, 
Send him skulking back to the dark 
In which he thrives. 

Break the ice, 
Ice splatters, 
Splinters, 
Razor-sharp, 
But the smell of freedom, 
Oh so sweet. 
 
Live, 
Life is the only way to heal, 
Grief’s vicious wounds, 
Though we will never forget, 
Those we love, 
We must continue living, 
For them. 

Grief By Katherine Hindlaugh – 10D 
 
‘I wrote this poem just after my Great Grandfather had died as a way of coping with grief. I 
wanted to express that however bad things were, they would get better with time’.  
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Well done Year 7 on 
your first week! 
A big well done to our new year 7 students 
who have settled in wonderfully at RBA. 
Students have made a really positive start to 
the year. Lots attended the Club Fayre on 
Monday so please do encourage your son or 
daughter to go to clubs so they can make 
new friends. Also, please be aware that the 
Year 7 Information Evening is coming up on 
Thursday 4th October.  

Thanks for all your support.  

Mrs Hart, Mrs Stabler and the Year 7 tutor 
team.  

Students can find out the bi-weekly theme 
in the science corridor science club display 
board as well as some of the things covered 
last year. 

Highlights of the Open 
Evening 
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