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Dear all,  
 
This Monday and Tuesday morning we had the 
pleasure of opening our doors to Year 6 students 
and their parents who have been looking around 
our school. We have had over 80 families come and view us 

and the feedback has been that they have been extremely im-

pressed with the school and the teaching and learning that is taking 

place in classrooms. Parents commented on how calm the school 

was and hoe welcoming the school feels. Our Year 9 student 

guides (over 40 of them) have been fantastic and have been a real 

credit to the school. Students, staff and myself are really pleased 

that we are receiving lots of positive feedback about RBA and 

about the recent improvements. Thank you for all your support. 

 

 
As we come to the end of our 2nd full week it is 
pleasing to see the Year 7s settle in. It is always nice to 

see the Year 7s establishing new relationships, getting themselves 
familiarized with the school buildings and generally walking around 
with big smiles on their face. Similarly, the new Year 12 have also 
settled in quickly and are getting used to the very different style of 
learning in the sixth form. This is far more independent than in Y7-
11 and making good use of discretionary time is a pre-requisite for 
being successful. Over the summer we made more changes to the 
sixth form environment which will help all of our students to perform 
at their best. 
 

 

As always, there are many parental events sched-
uled for this term so do check the calendar on our 
website for these. I would particularly like to draw parents’ 

attention to the various “Information Evenings.” These will be taking 
place throughout this first half term for each year group. The pur-
pose of these evenings is to share with parents what their child will 
be doing this year and how best you can support them. hope to see 
as many parents there as possible.  
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Next Friday, students and staff 

will be coming together to raise money for the Mac-

millan Cancer charity. This is one of my favourite events of 

the year, not because of the cakes but I enjoy seeing the whole 

school community come together to compete to raise as much 

money as possible for such an important cause. There are now 2.5 

million people in the UK living with cancer and by 2030, it will be 4 

million people. It’s scary to think that the statistics show that one in 

three of us will get cancer and it is one of the toughest things we’ll 

ever have to face. The money raised will help provide much need-

ed medical, emotional, practical and financial support, as well as 

campaigning for better cancer care. I like these days most of all 

because they allow us to stop and think of (and support) others 

less fortunate than ourselves. I would like to thank those students 

and parents for all the cake baking in advance! This is for a really 

good cause and I do hope we can raise lots of money. 

 
“The secret of change is to focus all of your en-
ergy, not on fighting the old,        
      but on building the new.”      
        (Socrates) 

 
Enjoy the weekend, 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Date Time Year Group Aim 

Thursday 26th September 6.00pm 9,10 New year ahead and to share the new 9-1 GCSEs. 

Thursday 3rd October 6.00pm 7 To share how to get the best out of your child in Year 7 

Thursday 10th October 6.00pm 12,13 How to support your child in the 6th Form 

Thursday 17th October 6.00pm 7-9 How to support and improve your child’s literacy 
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Year 11 Information Evening 

 

Year 11 Information Evening was held on Thursday 19th September, this was a 
very important evening for pupils and parents so it was great to see a good 
turnout.  

 

As pupils begin their final year leading up to their GCSE exams, it was im-
portant to gather information based on their core subjects and the tiering 
process, as well as how best to work in school and prepare for their exams for 
these subjects. Information also spoken about at the evening was how 
attendance is important and how it has an effect on pupils achievement, as 
well as the new communication option between school, parents and pupils, 
Edulink. 

 

The PowerPoint will be sent out to all parents, as it includes key dates for the 
year as well as advice on how parents can support their child at home in 
terms of revision and homework. 

 

Ms S Melhuish 
Head of Year 11  
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 HOMEWORK 

Homework is set at RBA to foster good independent study habits, reinforce the learning in 
class work and prepare for future learning. We know that students who do their homework 
regularly tend to go on and do well in their future lesson, tests and exams. 

All homework is now set via the EDULINK app, which all students and parents should now have 
on their personal devices. Everything is also available online through www.edulinkone.com 
(school code RBA). 

There is no homework timetable. Students should receive homework roughly every 2nd lesson 
in years 7 and 8; every 3 lessons in years 9, 10 and 11; and every lesson in the sixth form. Par-
ents are encouraged to support their children by informing us when the regularity of home-
work is not as expected. 

Parents can also support students with their homework, not by knowing the answers to the 
work, but by encouraging their child to allocate the right amount of time to study, rereading 
class work before homework is attempted, using online resources to research things further. 

 

 

 

We are also pleased to announce a homework club, supported by trained members of staff, 
now runs on Monday to Thursday  from 3 till 4 in the school library. This is open to every 
student and, if you note your child is not coping with homework, this can be something you 
recommend to your child. 

Should you have any concerns with homework, please contact your child’s tutor in the first 
instance. Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 

 

Mr. Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.edulinkone.com
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Over the summer holidays Albert played in the Essex Open Doubles under 18’s and the Tennis European 
Tournament in Belgium.  He played amazingly well, qualified in the main draw and added 13 points to his 
international ranking. 

After a well deserved break Albert entered the County Closed Championship, in which each County organ-
ize a Championship for each year group in order to declare the county champion {best of the best!}. 

Albert became  Triple County Champion winning the doubles under 14, the singles under 16 and the dou-
bles under 16. What an amazing achievement at 14 years old not only becoming the triple county champi-
on but also the player with the most titles won from the county. 

Albert represented the County ,his family and Robert Barclay Academy with pride and professionalism.  
All his hard work, focus and determination has paid off with this amazing result.  

Message from Mr. Calin: 

“I know that Albert will continue to make us proud thru his results both in tennis and school . We as 
parents will never be able to express our gratitude for all the support that RBA give to Albert.” 

Thank you to all of those people who entered the Extreme Reading Competition. I received some 
great photos of people reading over the summer holidays in all sorts of interesting places. It was 
very difficult to pick the winners, but in the end Mr. de la Croix and myself decided to award the 
prizes to: 
1st Callum Chadwick-Bacon for photos of him reading on holiday in Cornwall while surfing, vis-
iting an ancient village and sitting in a Spitfire simulator!! 
2nd Wiktoria Styba for reading while being chased by a T-Rex and hiding under a giant wooly 
mammoth at a theme park in Poland! 
3rd Alfie Travers for reading The Simpsons on top of a car (doesn't everyone?!) 
There will also be RBA commendations for all the entries. Well done to all of you. It made a great 
display for Open Evening and lots of people have enjoyed looking at it since then. 

Ms. Harrington 

Librarian 
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Rehearsals for Robert Barclay Academy's production of High 
School Musical are underway! Tickets are on sale now!  

 

  Adults - £7.    Concession - £3.50.  

 Family Ticket(2 Adults/2 Children) -£18. See you there!  

 

Mr. Skinner,  

Head of Performing Arts  
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Click the link below to find out: 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-
meals/Free-school-meals.aspx 

Are you a EU national living in Hertfordshire wanting to have a better understanding 
of the EU Settlement Scheme? 

New Europeans together with B3Living will host an information evening aimed at address-
ing your concerns with regard to Brexit and the future of EU nationals in the UK. 

Immigration lawyer Christopher Benn from Serpahus will join us to answer your questions 
and provide you with all the relevant information on the EU Settlement Scheme.  

Regional coordination for New Europeans in East of England, Michal Siewniak said: 

"It is probably fair to say that the Brexit process has changed the political landscape in Brit-
ain. It affects us all, including 3.2 million EU nationals living in the UK. Our event will give 
European citizens living in Broxbourne, Hertfordshire voice, reassurance and opportunity to 
ask our guest speaker, immigration lawyer, questions regarding the EU Settled Status 
Scheme. We hope that our get together will be useful and informative and it will help to em-
power Europeans who are still unsure about their future in Britain".   

Please note that the event is free but registration is required. You can do so by clicking on 

the Register  tab on this page.  

Michal Siewniak 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.b3living.org.uk/
http://www.seraphus.co.uk/
https://neweuropeans.net/node/2954/register
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Everyone waited eagerly for the results and after much deliberation and tasting, 
the judges finally made the difficult decisions on the winners of the competition. 

………………………………………………………... 

SIXTH FORM LEARN 2 LIVE EVENT 
 
On Monday 16th September students from Year 12 and Year 13 attended a road safety and 
driving awareness event held at Spotlight Theatre Broxbourne by a company called Learn 2 
Live. 
 
This was a hard-hitting event that aimed to educate students how to use the road safely in 
preparation for when they become road users in their own vehicles. Students were spoken 
to by a variety of people in the emergency services, trading standards and those who have 
had unfortunate experiences with road traffic accidents, including a bereaved mother and a 
man who had suffered brain damage due to road traffic collision. As well as being very 
emotional and eye-opening it was certainly an invaluable experience for the Sixth Form stu-
dents to understand how to use the road in a safe and sensible manner. 

Our very own Kye Deane sharing his knowledge of road statistics and laws with the audience.  

Students preparing for the event to begin. 
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Dear Parents & Carers, 

 

We are proud to be hosting for the first time at RBA a celebration of Black History 
Month, commencing October.   

Look out for the promotional videos around the school – look out for the ‘hall of 
fame,’ who do you recognize? 

Your child will have the opportunity to participate in quizzes, a celebration of his-
tory, films & books.   

The library also has a dedicated section in celebration of this history.   
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The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school community.  All 

parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in the Summer term. 

 

Examples of fundraising events are the Annual Railway Exhibition, The Overtures Evening, Quiz Nights and 

providing tea and coffee at events and Parents Evenings. 

 

Anytime that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, whether it is a few eve-

nings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you care interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundraising, or just brining 

with good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the school, or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – Friday 27th September 

 

On Friday 27th September the Robert Barclay Academy is holding a bake sale to raise money for Macmillan 

Coffee Morning. The bake sale will be held in the Hall at break and lunchtime so please remember to bring 

in some money to contribute to this very worthwhile cause. 

Not only are the pupils raising money for charity they are also competing against each other (Year vs Year) 

to see who can raise the most. You will see posters up around school and you will be reminded in from 

times and assemblies about the event. So if you would like to help your year group then please speak to 

your Head of Year about how you can help on the day. 

Additionally, you can individually enter the ‘RBA Bake Off’ to be awarded Head Baker as well as win some 

House Points and other prizes, all you have to do is sign up on the poster outside the Pastoral Office and 

donate £2 to go towards MacMillan, then decide what you are going to bake! The ‘RBA Bake Off’ will be 

seen (and eaten) by a judging panel, so get those thinking and baking caps on! 

If you would like to contribute to our school total then please text your donations through, see code and number 

in the poster. 

Please contribute and help us raise as much money as we can! 

Any questions please speak to Ms.Melhuish. 

Thankyou 
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YUM KVF6 



12 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

  

Every Monday
1:15 to 1:45pm

In Room A3
Al l  are welcome!



13 Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

 

  BREAKFAST LUNCH AFTER SCHOOL 

DAY 7.45 - 8.30 1.15 – 1.45 3.00 - 4.15 

  
  
MONDAY 

  
  

    
Music – Whole School 

Choir (E1) 

  
ICT Microbit Club (B8) 

(DL) 
  
Christian Club (A3) 

  

  
Basketball - All Yrs 

(JM) 

  
Netball – All Yrs 
(SM/ER/LS) 

  
Gardening Club 

(JB) 

  

  
  
TUESDAY 

  
  

  
Swimming 
All Yrs (AG) 
(Must sign up 

first) 

  
Music – KS3 Choir 

(E1) 

  
GT Dance Club 

(Audition only) 

(Hall) 

  
  
WEDNESDAY 

  
  

    
History Club (A2) 

(AWA) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 
  
KS3 Dance Club 

  

  
Boys Football 
Yrs 7/8/9 (AG/JM/

KW) 
Yrs10/11 (BM) 
  
Girls Football – All 

Yrs (SM/ER/JG) 
  
Performing Arts 

Show Auditions 

  

  
  
THURSDAY 

  
  

  
Girls Fitness/ 

Dance Fit 
(SM) 

  

  
Basketball with Rus-

sell Hoops (Gym) 
(Just bring trainers) 
  
  
RBA’s Dragons Den – 

Business (MH) (N2) 

  

  
Gymnastics/ 
Trampolining - All 
(JM) 
  
Boys and Girls Rug-

by – (RH) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 

  
  
FRIDAY 

  
  
  
  
  

    
Sportshall Athletics 
(AG/RH) 
(starts after Octo-

ber Half term) 
  
BTEC Sport - Catch 

up/Revision 

(Speak to PE staff) 
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**Library** 
Open every day at break, lunchtime.   
See Ms. Harrington for more details. 

 

**Football** 
Every lunchtime on back field (up to October half term) and then on Tennis 

Courts. See AG   
 

**Table Tennis** 
Every lunchtime – equipment loaned from Student Reception.   

 

**Homework Club** 
Monday-Thursday after school in the library (3-4pm). 


