Review

Issue 2 - Friday 11th September 2020

Dear all,
Last night, we held our Year 6 into 7 Open Evening
which, due to Covid, was a virtual event. This was of
course a great shame as these evenings are one of our
favourite events of the year and I know just how much our
students really enjoy showing the Year 5 and 6 students
and their families around the school. Our student tour
guides are incredibly proud of the school and I know they
will have missed this leadership opportunity. On the subject of events being virtual, we have planned for various
parental events this year (please see the calendar on our
website), however, it is likely that these may have to be
postponed or we will have to deliver these virtually too.
We will obviously let parents know of any changes.
As we come to the end of our 2nd week it is really
pleasing to see the Year 7s settle in. It is always nice to
see the Year 7s establishing new relationships, getting
themselves familiarised with the school buildings and generally walking around with big smiles on their face. It was
nice to see so many Year 7s attend Gardening Club on
Monday. Similarly, the new Year 12 have also settled in
quickly and are getting used to the very different style of
learning in the sixth form. This is far more independent
than in Y7-11, and making good use of discretionary time
is a pre-requisite for being successful.

On the subject of settling in, now that your child has
completed a full week at RBA, I would suggest it is
time to check their exercise books with them. Please
find the time this weekend to go through your child’s exercise books and when doing so:

Check that there are no gaps in their work i.e. spaces
on worksheets, unfinished sentences, incomplete
work etc.
Check that they are completing work to the best of
their ability.
Check that they are completing homework.
Check their work is being kept neat and tidy. If not,
make them tidy it up with a ruler, adding dates
and titles (or repeat the work if necessary in
neater form).
Check they are responding to teacher feedback
(using a red pen).
Ask them about their work in their books and what it
is they have been learning.
All the research shows that where parents take an
active role in supporting their child at school, these
students are more likely to perform to their potential.
Thank you for your support with this.
“Education is a shared commitment between
dedicated teachers, motivated students and enthusiastic parents with high expectations.”
(Bob Beauprez)

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – Friday 25th September
On Friday 25th September, the Robert Barclay Academy is holding a bake sale to raise money for Macmillan Coffee Morning. The
bake sale will be held in the Hall at break and lunchtime so please remember to bring in some money to contribute to this very
worthwhile cause.
Not only are the pupils raising money for charity they are also competing against each other (Year vs Year) to see who can raise
the most. You will see posters up around school and you will be reminded in from times and assemblies about the event. So if
you would like to help your year group then please speak to your Head of Year about how you can help on the day.
Additionally, you can individually enter the ‘RBA Bake Off’ to be awarded Head Baker as well as win some House Points, all you
have to do is sign up on the poster outside the Pastoral Office and donate £2 to go towards MacMillan, then decide what you
are going to bake! The ‘RBA Bake Off’ will be seen (and eaten) by a judging panel, so get those thinking and baking caps on!
Please contribute and help us raise as much money as we can!
The day will be slightly different to ‘normal’ so please read the review over the next few weeks, as well as look out for messages from your form tutor and Head of Year.
Any questions please speak to Ms. Melhuish.
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The Gardening Club are raring to go again this year, after an unexpectedly early closure to the season! We
did lose some plants that we had potted in containers, which just couldn't survive the heat and neglect,
but we are conscious of planting for climate change, and
our drought tolerant plants thrived!
Having achieved Level 2 in the RHS School Gardening
Awards last year, we are aiming to achieve Level 3 this
term. We are delighted to have a new member of staff on
board - Mr Cooke - whose geography knowledge will be
invaluable in helping us to create an eco-friendly garden.
This year, the focus will be on gardening for wildlife, so
one of our first projects will be to establish a pond. We
have generously been donated some Belfast sinks, and are
now fundraising to buy some pond plants. We would like to have a plant fair soon, so if you could spare
any plants, or know of anyone who might be able to help us, please do contact Mrs Barlow at
JBarlow@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk.
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Fantasy Football has come to RBA.
This year we've started a whole school - staff and students - fantasy football league. It is starting to become quite a busy league. We need as many budding football managers as we can get to join in.
You get £100 million to spend on 15 players from any Premier League team. They win points for doing
the sorts of things you hope your players will do (score, not concede goals etc) and lose points for
whenever they go a 'Bit Derby 2008' (please note: any complaints from Derby fans about this unfair
caricature are just arguing with history).
There will be house points awarded monthly and, ultimately, some kind of trophy.
Names need to be appropriate but I'm also loving the number of football puns people are coming up
with for team names: Salt and Pepe, Too Eze, Dier Straits, Lallana in Pyjmas.
Pupils can join here:
https://fantasy.premierleague.com/leagues/auto-join/rgsje1

See you in the league.
Mr. Saunders
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It was lovely to be able to welcome back students to the school library after such a
prolonged absence.
Over the summer term I was able to add several hundred books to the library system
which had been sitting in my office all year waiting to be organised. These were
mostly donations from parents which had gathered throughout the past year and I
had never had the time to deal with.
I am expecting the new academic year to be as busy as previous ones have been and
I am really looking forward to it, given the dramatic way the last one ended.
Activities will involve Christmas, Easter and World Book Day among other events
throughout the year. At the moment I am collecting photos of students taken during
the summer holiday for the Extreme Reading Competition.
There will also be a focus on reading to do with contemporary issues such as Black
Lives Matter and Mental Health.
Busy, busy, busy. Keep reading!
Ms Harrington, Librarian.
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!

This week's winner is:

Mr Martin
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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How to set up ParentPay
We are a cashless school and ask all parents to only use our e-payment method to pay for
dinner money, trips, music lessons etc. This can be done online using a very secure website called ParentPay or in cash at local stores where you will see the PayPoint logo.

Already have a ParentPay account?
If you already have a ParentPay account, either with our school or another ParentPay
school, you can simply login to that account and add your other children via the Add a
child tab on your home page. You will need the below activation username and password
to do this.

New to ParentPay?
You have a secure online account, activated using a unique activation username and password; you will be prompted to change these and to keep them safe and secure as your
username and password for future logins.

If you have two or more children at a ParentPay school, you only need to activate one account to create your ‘main account’ and then add your other child/children via the Add a
child tab on your home page.

Please visit www.parentpay.com to activate your account via the Account login area on
the home page of the site.

Username: <<USERNAME>> Password: <<PASSWORD>>

ParentPay holds an electronic record of your payments to view at a later date. Once you
have activated your account you can make online payments straight away.

Please note that you will not be able to access or add payments to the Catering Account for food and drinks until the 1st September 2020. For the Transition Day on 9th
July 2020, please send your child with £4.00 in pound coins to pay for their lunch.

If you need assistance, please do not hesitate to contact the school finance office via email
on finance@scholarseducationtrust.co.uk. Your support in using ParentPay will help the
school enormously.
Thank you.
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