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Dear all,  
 
This Thursday was World Book Day and throughout 
the week we have been celebrating this in the Li-
brary. On the subject of literacy, Parents will be 
alarmed to hear that based on a large-scale analysis of 
students’ reading ability, latest research has found that 
thousands of UK teenagers cannot read well enough to 
understand the new tougher GCSE exam papers. Its 
findings suggest many 15 and 16-year-olds in England 
have an average reading age five years lower than their 
actual age. Other research has shown that if children 
are reading and understanding on a daily basis for 20 
minutes a day then there's a substantial growth. As a 
school, we recognise that students studying for GCSEs 
need to be strong enough readers to understand their 
course textbooks and comprehend the new GCSE ex-
am questions. If we do not ensure that students can 
read well, we could be depriving them of the opportunity 
to succeed both academically and in life. This is why 
literacy is now a key priority for RBA and why we have 
put in place a vast range of strategies including im-
provement in the library, Drop Everything And Read 
every day, monitoring of students' reading at KS3 using 
the Accelerated Reader scheme, paired reading with 
sixth formers and one to one interventions with students 
who are not making progress in line with chronological 
expectations. Parents can and should also be helping at 
home by encouraging students to read regularly, at 
least 20 minutes every night! Thank you for your sup-
port with this. 
 
his Tuesday, after 32 applications and following two 
days of interviews, the Governors and my senior 
team appointed a new Assistant Headteacher, Ben 
Martin. Mr Martin is currently the Head of Year 11 at 
Richard Hale School and has been in this position for 7 
years. We look forward to welcoming Ben to the RBA 
family next September. 

World Book Day Cake Sale 

Last Friday, students in Year 6 and their parents got 
to find out what Secondary School they have been 
allocated for September. Next Thursday we will be 
formally welcoming our new families to RBA in our first 
of many welcome events. We are really pleased that the 
number of families who have chosen RBA this year, as 
their first choice school, has risen again for the fifth year 
in a row and we believe this is a really good indication 
that our reputation is improving and that families like our 
ethos.  

 
“You cannot have a positive life and a negative mind.” 

(Joyce Meyer) 
 

Enjoy the weekend 
 
  
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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 Year 7 

 Robyn Dizenzo 7D  Molly  Rook 7D 

    

 Year 8 

 Kai Allen 8A   Callum Benson 8A   Olivia Goodyear 8A  

 Callum Vanstone 8A  Ellie Benos 8C    Ruby Chillingworth 8C 

 Bradley Collins 8C  Hollie Googan 8C    Ella—May Ince 8C   

 George Tatman 8C  Aleesha Venables 8C   Charlie Chapman 8D 

 Tiffany Lawrence 8D  Morenikeji Lewis-Okeowo 8D  Amber Perkins 8D 

 Andrei Stan 8D   Shaye Addicott 8E   Carmine Marro 8E 

 Charlotte McCafferty 8E  Summer Mendrys-Barnes 8E  Arturs Sebarsovs 8E 

 Harry Warby 8E   Harry Webber 8E  

    

 Year 10 

 Keiran Jacewicz 10E   

 

 Sixth Form  

 Jake Mason    Anna Parkinson     Abbie  Kermode  
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Examination Invigilator positions at Robert Barclay Academy 

  

Examination Invigilator positions at Robert Barclay Academy  

We are seeking to increase our team of highly motivated, reliable and flexible 
exam invigilators to assist with examinations at the school. Whilst school expe-
rience would be desirable, we welcome applications from enthusiastic individ-
uals with an eye for detail, good communication skills and who are able to re-
late well to young people.  There is no requirement for previous experience as 
an invigilator.  Training will be given.  Applications from people willing to act as 
a reader and/or scribe are particularly welcome. 

  

Parents/family members of students at RBA are encouraged to apply, but ide-
ally not if you have children currently in year 11 or 13 and if you think this 
could affect your child’s performance in exams. 

  

The main external exams are from mid May to the end of June, but we also 
need invigilators for internal exams at other times of the year.  Please be 
aware that due to the nature of the role the typical working day will vary be-
tween 3 and 6 hours per day, this can be morning or afternoon shifts, between 
the hours of 8:15am until occasionally as late as 5pm.   

  

If you are interested, or know someone who would be interested, please visit 
www.teachinherts.com for further information and application forms.  Please 
note the closing date is Monday 18 March. 

 

All applicants are required to complete the school’s application and person 
specification forms, and to attend an interview.  The post is subject to an en-
hanced Disclosure and Barring Service check.  

 
kind regards 
 
Janet Broadhurst 
Examinations & Data Officer 

http://www.teachinherts.com/
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Thank you to all those supportive parents who attended parents evening last night. 

Don’t forget to remind your child to hand in their options forms  by Monday 11th March. 

Thank you, 

Mrs Stockwell 

Head of Year 8 
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I am pleased to announce that the ski trip to Spiazzi di Gromo, Italy, has been confirmed. 
The trip will take place from Saturday 15th February to Saturday 22nd February 2020. We will 
fly from London (airport TBC) to Milan (airport TBC). Flight time is approximately 2 hours 
and the transfer time to Spiazzi is approximately 2 hours, depending on which airport we fly 
to. The trip is open to all students currently in Years 7 to 12. 

 
 

 
 

WE HAVE ONLY 9 PLACES LEFT AVAILABLE 
What’s Included? 
The total cost is expected to be approximately £1095.00 and is based on 40 students attending. The 
price will increase if student numbers are less than 40. The minimum number for the trip to be viable 
is 30 students. The price is all-inclusive and will include the following: - 
 

 Return flights 

 UK and overseas transfers, including all toll charges 

 Accommodation – full-board including breakfast, hot lunch and evening meal 

 Ski lessons; Ski equipment hire (skis, boots, poles and helmets); Ski pass 

 In-resort representation and 24-hour emergency service 

 Fully comprehensive ski travel insurance (including ski breakage and snow guarantee) 

 Ski trip Hoodie 

Après-Ski activities (not including Ice Skating which is payable in resort depending on availability) 
 

**** I have not included ski lessons at the Gosling Ski Centre in this price, but this can be arranged 
nearer the time, with the cost being approximately £25.00 for 3 x 1 hour sessions **** 

 
Financial Arrangements 
The deposit required to apply for a place on the trip is £200.00 immediately, followed by a second 
deposit of £280 at the end of March. After these deposits have been received, the monthly payments 
are approximately £85-95 per monthly. All payments must be paid via ParentPay. 
 
If you have any further queries regarding the trip, please contact me on the email below. 
 
Alan Martin (ASCL) 
Ski Leader / EVC 
amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
(please put ski20 in the subject box) 

mailto:amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school 

community.  All parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in the 

Summer term. 

 

Examples of fundraising events are the Annual Railway Exhibition, The Overtures Evening, 

Quiz Nights and providing tea and coffee at events and Parents Evenings. 

 

Any time that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, whether 

it is a few evenings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundraising, 

or just bringing good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the school, 

or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 


