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Dear all,  
 
On Wednesday lunchtime this week I and a large group of 
students got another opportunity to watch the Dance Show, 
`Press Play, the encore’. I continue to be so impressed by the 
dedication of the dancers and the quality of their choreography. It 
was also good to see so many students turn up to watch the show 
at lunchtime. 
 
On the subject of performing arts, our students are working 
extremely hard on our whole school musical. This year, the 
performing arts department are showcasing We Will Rock You! 
Tickets for the show, which is taking place across two nights, Tues-
day 2nd and Wednesday 3rd April are still available for sale. Tickets 
cost £3.50 concessions, £7.00 adults and a family ticket { 2 adults 
and 2 children} £18 and they can be purchased by Parentpay or 
bought on the night. 
This should be a great event and good night out; please do come 
and support! 
 
On Tuesday this week, I had the pleasure of being one of the 
assessors of our Kindness Ambassador Project. Under the 
guidance of Mrs Tweddell, our Well-being Co-ordinator, tutor 
groups in Year 7 and 8, in their Health and Wellness lessons have 
been working towards making a pledge to being kind towards oth-
ers in the school and bring kindness to the classroom. Students 
have made videos, written poems and they have all agreed to sign 
a pledge to be kind. We are very keen to promote kindness 
amongst our students and indeed we often get consistent feedback 
from visitors about how helpful and polite our students are. I would 
like to thank Mrs Tweddell for all her hard work in promoting stu-
dent well-being across the school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

On Thursday, we welcomed our new Year 6 into 7 students 
and their parents to the RBA family.  The hall was packed and it 
was really pleasing to welcome new and also some familiar faces. 
The number of families who have chosen RBA as their first choice 
school this year continues to rise and this is a good indication that 
our reputation is improving.  
 
Finally, I am pleased to say that we have now finally finished 
the refurbishment of the PE Pavilion. The transformation in the 
facility has been amazing and we now have fully functional chang-
ing rooms which the students are going to enjoy using – gone are 
the days of cold and damp changing rooms!  
This year, we have put in a bid to the DfE to replace our boilers and 
to replace all the internal doors. We will know the outcome of this 
bid in April. 

 
“There is nothing wrong with change, if it is in the right direc-

tion.”  (Winston Churchill) 
 

Enjoy the weekend 

 
  
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

 

 

PE Pavillion 

 

 

PE Pavillion 

 

 

PE Pavillion 

http://www.goodreads.com/author/show/14033.Winston_Churchill
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Year 7  

Alex Emms 7E   Ben Emms 7C    Molly Rook 7D

  

Year 8   

        Cyril Preaudat  8D 

Congratulations to: Kadija  Boulemia 7D, Ruby-Leigh Figueira 7D, Rose Gregory 

and Kornelija Kindure 7D for completing their level 1 First Aid Training for School 

Pupils. 
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On Thursday 7th March it was World Book Day, a very important day for libraries up and down the coun-

try, and it was extremely busy here in the RBA school library. My day began by being greeted by a very 

large box of yummy cakes on my desk, but sadly not all for me. They had been delivered at 7.30 in the 

morning by an extremely kind parent, as a contribution towards the charity cake sale that we were hold-

ing at lunch time. Later that day, with the help of 2 library parent helpers, Victoria Chapman and Izabella 

Stopa, we set up a fantastic looking cake stall in the canteen. The cakes sold well, but we still had plenty 

left, which I continued selling after school at the Year 8 Parents Evening and the next day at break time. 

In the end we made a very respectable £64 for the children’s charity Read For Good, which provides 

books and story-tellers to children in hospital.  I also launched a 2 week sponsored read on World Book 

Day, which 21 students have signed up to. I will be in touch with those students this week and next to 

see how they are getting on. Please support them if you can as the money all goes to the same charity.  

My thanks to the parent helpers and to the 2 students who helped as well, Grace Walker in 8E and Lewis 

Chaperline in 10E.                                                                                                                                              

Also, the very kind parent who donated the box of cakes (I would love 

to hear from you). 
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Then it was straight back to the Library for a celebration. Students from year 7 and 8 who had achieved 

the highest reading age in their recent English class AR test, or who had made the biggest jump in read-

ing age between the last test and this one, were invited to the Library to celebrate their achievement and 

to receive a certificate. I was very proud to be able to write certificates for the following people, which Mr 

Johnston, the Deputy Headteacher, presented to them: 

Ivy Richardson 7A  Dollie-Rae Peet 7A   Abbie Marshall 7A    

Robyn Stilwell 7C   Ben Emms 7C    Eddie Green 7D 

William Gumble 7D  Nathan Thatcher 7E   Ruby Eldridge 7E 

Harry Webber 8E   George Tatman 8C   Nada Boulemia 8D 

Olivia Goodyear 8A  Weronika Krych 8D   Amber Perkins 8D 

Grace Walker 8E   Carmine Marro 8E 

 

All the library helpers were invited as well, parents and students, to thank them for all their support. 
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It is British Science week and we have had some 

great activities going on in science, including quiz-

zes and exciting practical work, as well as compe-

titions. 

Last night we held a STEM masterclass for Robert 

Barclay Academy’s Young Leader Academy (YLA). 

These future engineers were set a challenging quiz to 

test their knowledge with our Head of Department, 

Miss Simons, and then a challenging practical engi-

neering task with myself Miss Guijarro, to implement 

survival skills and think towards our worldwide problem 

of water shortages. 

Worldwide problem! 

In the future demand for water is likely to become a 

more and more important issue, affecting entire na-

tions. For example, if Sudan were to dam the Nile, 

then Egypt could face water shortages and alternative 

sources of water would need to be found, and made fit 

for human use. One of the things that water engineers 

will need to do in the future is develop practical tech-

nical solutions to problems caused by climate change 

and demographic pressures. This Includes clean water 

provision, wastewater treatment, sewerage and flood 

defences. 

 

 

Without a regular supply of fresh water you will be-

come dehydrated, and your body will do some funny 

things. Lose just 5% of your body's water and you'll 

feel sleepy and nauseous. Lose 15% and your skin will 

wrinkle, your vision will fade and you'll become deliri-

ous. Lose more than 15% of your body's water and 

you'll probably die.  

The Task 

...was to apply water treatment principles to create a 

device that will remove solid particles of different sizes 

from dirty water, leaving water that is clean enough to 

survive on whilst stranded on the desert island. 

Our engineers had great fun making a lot of mess with 

this challenge, and came up with some great devices, 

some of which won prizes! Below are a range of pho-

tos taken from the event yesterday. 
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We are also running a competition in science for British Science Week, please see Miss Simons or Miss Gui-

jarro for more information: 

 The theme for this 2019 poster competition is ‘journeys’ 

 Get creative and enter the British Science Association’s annual poster competition, on the theme of jour-

neys. 

 This year’s competition is being kindly supported by Guinness World Records.  You can make 

their poster about anything involving journeys. 

 The five best posters from your school can be entered into our UK-wide competition with the chance for 

you to win an array of prizes including a special Guinness World Records prize  

 Deadline 27/03/19 
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Examination Invigilator positions at Robert Barclay Academy 

  

Examination Invigilator positions at Robert Barclay Academy  

We are seeking to increase our team of highly motivated, reliable and flexible 
exam invigilators to assist with examinations at the school. Whilst school expe-
rience would be desirable, we welcome applications from enthusiastic individ-
uals with an eye for detail, good communication skills and who are able to re-
late well to young people.  There is no requirement for previous experience as 
an invigilator.  Training will be given.  Applications from people willing to act as 
a reader and/or scribe are particularly welcome. 

  

Parents/family members of students at RBA are encouraged to apply, but ide-
ally not if you have children currently in year 11 or 13 and if you think this 
could affect your child’s performance in exams. 

  

The main external exams are from mid May to the end of June, but we also 
need invigilators for internal exams at other times of the year.  Please be 
aware that due to the nature of the role the typical working day will vary be-
tween 3 and 6 hours per day, this can be morning or afternoon shifts, between 
the hours of 8:15am until occasionally as late as 5pm.   

  

If you are interested, or know someone who would be interested, please visit 
www.teachinherts.com for further information and application forms.  Please 
note the closing date is Monday 18 March. 

 

All applicants are required to complete the school’s application and person 
specification forms, and to attend an interview.  The post is subject to an en-
hanced Disclosure and Barring Service check.  

 
kind regards 
 
Janet Broadhurst 
Examinations & Data Officer 

http://www.teachinherts.com/
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YEAR 12 AND 13 UNIVERSITY AND APPRENTICESHIP TRIP TO THE EMIR-
ATES STADIUM 

 
On Friday 1st March Mr Passerelli and Mr White took a group of 35 Year 12 and 13 students to the Emirates Sta-
dium for a University and Apprenticeship fair. 
 
Students were able to speak to representatives from a large number of universities and discuss the courses that 
they run, the benefits of their university, student life and anything else about studying at university. Students 
were also able to attend seminars about university, how to apply and advice on applying, student finance, as well 
as applying for Oxford and Cambridge or Russell Group Universities. 
 
Students were also able to speak to a vast number of companies that offer Apprenticeships and Degree Appren-
ticeships to discuss the benefits of this route, what apprenticeships are like, what types of apprenticeships are on 
offer from different companies and how to apply for apprenticeships. Seminars were also put on for students to 
attend that included information about why students should apply for an apprenticeship and the types of appren-
ticeships. 
 
Overall, the trip was a massive success and the students left the fair with lots of information about what they can 
study when they leave the Sixth Form, lots of leaflets and prospectuses, as well as some free pens and other 
bits of stationery. 
 
We will look to run this trip again in the autumn term for the new Year 12 and some Year 13 students. 
 
The Sixth Form team. 
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    Re: Year  11 Prom 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 

I just thought I would write to you all to update you on the Year 11 Prom. 

As always, this is a particularly exciting event for all the students (staff 

and parents) and an excellent opportunity for us all to celebrate the end 

of the GCSE exams and all the hard work the students have put in. 

As in previous years, we would like to welcome parents to the start of 

this event so that they can join us with some refreshments and enjoy all 

the students as they arrive to the Prom. This will also allow parents and 

other family members to take further photos of the students at school as 

well. 

Date: Friday 28
th
 June 

Time: 7.00 – 10.00pm 

(if parents could arrive for approximately 6.45pm, then this will allow 

time for parking and for getting into position)  

Tickets can be purchased online by using Parent Pay. Tickets cost £30 

and the deadline for purchasing the tickets is Tuesday 2
nd

 April 2019 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Mr J McInerney 

Head of Year 11 



 

How incredible are the Dance Students of RBA?! With the sell-out performance 
of "PRESS PLAY" in February, a encore show was needed to bring back the 
highlights. It was fantastic to see so many students of RBA in the audience be-
ing so supportive and enjoying the diversity of dances in the performance. All 
funds raised from "PRESS PLAY ENCORE" will go to the production of "We Will 
Rock You!" 

We Will Rock You: 

Robert Barclay Academy presents its very first musical "We Will Rock You!" with 
so many talented students from the Performing Arts Faculty, this is not a produc-
tion to miss! 

Tickets for "We Will Rock You!" are now available on Parentpay, as well as on the 
door of the nights. Book now to avoid disappointment. 
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Tuesday the 12th March was Kindness Ambassador Status Assessment Day for year 7 and 8.  

Students have been working hard since September on their Kindness Ambassador Projects in form groups with 
their Health and Wellness teachers.  The aim of these projects was to show how kind, and thoughtful each 
member of the class can be. Within the project, students engaged with information on bullying, kindness, peer 
pressure, promoting kindness and mental health awareness, how to overcome unkindness, what strategies we 
should employ in form groups, in school and in the community to ensure our students are active members of a 
kind community. They did this by writing pledges, giving personal accounts of bullying, organising mental 
health awareness events – in the form of film club, raised money for charities, read to the elderly, carried out 
bake sales, put up posters around school, created pieces of drama in the form of anti-bullying awareness vide-
os, sang a song for their head of year in assembly and many other impactful activities to show they have been 
thinking about kindness. At RBA it is especially important to us that we are a community, and as one of our 
core values in ACE is CARE, we are extremely proud of how both year groups engaged with this project. Our 

outside assessor was so impressed, she will be implementing a similar project in her school next year.  

As coordinator of this project, I would like to take this opportunity to thank parents for engaging with their chil-
dren on this, the children for their hard work, and tutors, heads of year and health and wellness teachers for 

helping the students to make a difference.  

 

Mrs Tweddell  

Head of Social Sciences & Coordinator of Wellbeing 
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Dear  Parent / Carers 

 

I’m George, and have been a YoungMinds activist for 2 years. 

 

At school I had a really hard time with my mental health, and I didn’t feel like there was 

enough time for anyone to see me as a person, rather than a number or a grade.  

 

But one teacher went out of her way to talk to me about how I was feeling, and it made all 

the difference.  

 

I got involved with YoungMinds’ Wise Up campaign because I really want every young 

person at school to be supported. Now there’s a real chance to change the system, be-

cause Ofsted are changing their inspections and want to know what people think should 

change.  

  

#TellOfsted What Needs To Change 

 

If teachers had the time, and felt able to talk to students about wellbeing, things might be 

different for lots of young people who are struggling with their mental health. Now is your 

chance to #TellOfsted to make a change. 

 

Thank you for your support, 

George 

 

#TellOfsted Now 
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The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school 

community.  All parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in the 

Summer term. 

 

Examples of fundraising events are the Annual Railway Exhibition, The Overtures Evening, 

Quiz Nights and providing tea and coffee at events and Parents Evenings. 

 

Any time that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, whether 

it is a few evenings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundraising, 

or just bringing good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the school, 

or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
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