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Picture of Paul Hannaford in assembly 

Dear all,  

 

The concerns of the impact of the COVID-19 is having 

continues to be high. This week, the school has made the 

decision to cancel our Easter trip to the South of Italy, fol-

lowing the update from the Foreign and Commonwealth Of-

fice which advised only essential travel to Italy. The wellbe-

ing of the children and our staff remain of paramount im-

portance, and we have also decided to postpone all large 

school trips until after Easter as well. The latest update is 

that five students, who travelled to Northern Italy on the ski 

trip, who were self isolating, have all returned to the school 

fit and well (none tested positive for COVID-19). Our contin-

ual advice to the students remains that personal hygiene is 

the most important way to tackle COVID-19, especially 

washing hands more, and the catch it, bin it, kill it strategy 

for those with coughs and sneezes. We continue to follow 

the daily advice that we receive from Public Health England 

and Public Health Hertfordshire and I will continue to keep 

parents updated where changes occur. Until then, it has to 

be business as usual. 

This week, we were pleased to welcome Paul Hannaford 

into the school. I do hope your child spoke to you about his 

visit! We invited Paul in as we recognise our duty to not only 

be responsible for the students’ academic development but 

also their well-being too. Paul told the students and staff his 

story, his story of a severe drug addiction and the significant 

impact this had on his life and his family. Whilst brutal at 

times, his story was engaging, emotional and thoroughly 

absorbing and the students were transfixed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This Wednesday evening, we welcomed the new Year 7 

students and their parents to RBA. There is no question 

that the transition to a new school year can be tough. All 

children will experience some level of anxiety when faced 

with new situations, and the start of a new school year can 

be a trigger for that stress.  We help to overcome these 

nerves and anxieties by holding regular meetings with the 

students and parents so that all can become familiar with 

the environment and with staff. It also allows us to talk 

through any concerns and set out our expectations. I am 

really pleased that we are oversubscribed again in Year 7 

as this further reflects the confidence that the community 

has in the school and also reflects the progress we are mak-

ing.  

 
 
 

“However difficult life may seem, there is always 
something you can do and succeed at.” 

 (Stephen Hawking) 
 

 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 
 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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Year 7 

Rocco Winnock 7A    George Kitis 7E    Kara McMahon 7R   

 

Year 8 

Josh Clack 8A     Ryan Marshall 8A   Hayden Williams 8C 

Rose Gregory 8D     Georgia Morgan 8D   Daisy Reid 8D 

Lewis Smith 8D     Grace Coleman 8E   

 

Year 9 

Vanessa Cerna 9C    Draven Conway 9D   Caitlin Parkes 9E   

 

Year 10 

Megan Eldridge 10A    Casey Ellerbeck 10A   Liam Hasler 10A 

Melissa Lamerton 10A    Poppy Phillips 10A   Callum Corrigan 10C 

Jamie Pearson 10C    William Sullivan 10C   Bethany Greaves 10D 

Ellie Hannan 10D     Megan Krupa 10D   Kian Seymour 10D 

Kristina Vlashi 10D    Amie-Mae Clare 10E   AJ Eaton-Carlisle 10E 

Chardonnay Jones 10E    Kieran Moore 10E   Bayleigh Morrell 10E 

Aston Seymour 10E 

 

Year 11 

Wanwalee Khongsup 11A   Libby Mardell-Lines 11A  Ruby Brown 11A 

Katherine Hindlaugh 11D   Daisy Kirby 11D    Hannah Merritt 11D 

Abbie  Ottley 11D    Alexander Hill 11E   Lauren Langsdon 11E 

Hollie Williams 11E 
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Cyril Preaudat Year 10 Alfie Travers Year 8 

Students partaking in this week’s Sports Relief! Find out more next week!! 
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“I travel all over the UK visiting 100s of primary/secondary schools, youth centres, young of-
fenders and many professional football clubs on their 'football in the community' projects, 
speaking with around 50,000 kids every year. 

The age range of the kids I speak to start from 7 through to young adults and I do tailor my 
workshops for the younger ones, giving them a watered-down version of my life. Since 2009 
I've spoken to well over 400,000 young people giving them a real-life insight into drug addic-
tion, alcohol, gang life, gun & knife crime, prison life, self-harm & bullying. 

A huge thank you to Paul Hannaford for taking RBA students through his life story.    
Touching on the dangers of alcohol, drugs, knife crime, gangs and, more importantly, mak-
ing positive choices . 
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On Sunday I took 23 students to the Royal Albert Hall to perform in Hertfordshire 
School' Gala 2020 as part of a massed choir of students and teachers from sec-
ondary and primary schools within Hertfordshire. It was an amazing experience 
for all and a real pleasure for myself and Mr Creasey to be able to perform along-
side these talented students! 

Thank you to all students who came and performed and also to Mr Creasey and 
Mr Skinner for their help and support on the day. 

 

Miss Nicholas 

Music Teacher 
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Last weekend one lucky student had the amazing op-
portunity to be the RBA ambassador to unveil our 
new rugby kit, custom made by Canterbury, before 
the England 6 Nations match against Wales.   Yr10 
Student Mia Blunden certainly had a day to remem-
ber proudly wearing the new kit in front of 82,000 
fans on the pitch at Twickenham.  The day started 
with of lot of preparation at the nearby college 
where Mia was also interviewed by England Rugby 
and prepared with students from others schools the 
routine for before the game.  Mia also got the oppor-
tunity to meet several England internationals includ-
ing Lewis Ludlum and Catherine O’Donnell.  We then 
took the short walk over to Twickenham Stadium and 
Mia got in place prior to the start of the game.   The 
game was very entertaining and despite two late 
tries from Wales, England won 33-30 and therefore 
won the Triple Crown.   Mia even got the opportunity 
to meet her favourite player Owen Farrell after the 
game! 

A huge thank you to England Rugby Schools and the 
All Schools programme for making this opportunity 
possible and of course to Canterbury for making our 
custom made new kit.  A big thank you also goes to 
Mia for representing the school fantastically and the 
other three girls (Bethany G, Bethany D and Tasha) 
who back in September had a day at Twickenham to 
help design our new shirt. 
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RBA Gardening Club meets every Monday after 
school with Mrs Barlow to tend to their projects 
and so I invited them on Monday 9th to view a 
small strip of land outside the Creative Arts Block 
that needs their help. This area is a nice place to sit 
at break and lunchtime, weather permitting, and 
we have had various groups of students plant col-
ourful, fragrant or bee-friendly plants there in the 
past but it is all looking a bit unloved at the mo-
ment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Slightly overgrown and in need of attention, the 
area already has a few interesting plants thriving, 
including a grape vine, wall flowers and some peri-
winkle which is in flower right now, and is full of 
blue star-shaped blooms. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The club members first took some soil samples to 
understand what soil type they were working with 
and to understand what sorts of plants would 
thrive. It turns out that the soil readily clumps to-
gether and is therefore high in clay content so it 
will suit certain plants that don't mind the wet but 
not others that need more drainage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next they did some weeding, eventually filling one 
and a half bin bags of waste material for the com-
post heap and finally they mulched the whole area 
with topsoil, providing the remaining trimmed and 
healthy plants with fresh soil full of new nutrients. 

The rain started and time ran out so they cleaned 
up and packed away before going home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The are looks very much smarter, and is ready for 
the next stage: planting! 

Thank you to Mrs Barlow and all the Gardening 
Club members and I look forward to the spring. 

Mr Passarelli 
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Name of character Name of teacher 

Katniss Everdeen (The Hunger Games) Dr Cowan 
Elizabeth Bennet (Pride and Prejudice) Mrs Tweddell 

William Beech (Goodnight Mr Tom) Mr Wallace 
Luna Lovegood (Harry Potter books) Mrs Soteriou 

Gandalf (The Hobbit) Mr G Rome 
Bilbo Baggins (The Hobbit) Mr McInerney 

Jane Eyre (Jane Eyre) Mrs Stockwell 

Emma Woodhouse (Emma) Ms Harrington 

Alice (Alice in Wonderland) Ms Chadwick 
The Mad Hatter (Alice in Wonderland) Mr Bedford 
Matilda (Matilda) Mrs Highfield 

Adrian Mole (Diary of Adrian Mole Aged 13 
and 3/4) 

Mr Stuttle 

Lyra Belacqua (The Northern Lights) Mr Passarelli 
Paddington Bear (Paddington Books) Mrs Gammell 
Peter Pan (Peter Pan and Wendy) Mr Cassar 
Mary Poppins (Mary Poppins Books) Mrs Jenks 
Dorothy (The Wizard of Oz) Miss Sheldrake 

Sherlock Holmes (Sherlock Holmes Stories) Mr White 

James Bond (James Bond Books) Mr Martin 
Aslan (The Lion, the Witch and the Ward-
robe) 

Mrs Cassar 

Last Thursday 5th March was World Book Day and here in the RBA school Li-

brary we celebrated with a competition among the year 7 students where 

they had to match the teacher to the famous book character. There was a 

flurry of activity at break and lunch time as students rushed in asking for 

clues and bringing me their completed forms so that they could claim their 

mini mystery prize. In the end nearly 50 students managed to complete their 

forms and found all 20 teachers around the school. On Monday morning Mr 

McInerney, their Head of Year, drew one overall prize winner – well done to 

Poppie Law. I have included the list of teachers and characters below, just in 

case you didn’t find them all on the day. 

Ms Harrington, Librarian. 



9 

 

 Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week 

 

 It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise  funds 

 There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the 

 chance to win £25,000 

 

 It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our  school 

 today! 

 Join today 

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy 

Click on “Support this school” 

Click “Support now” 

This weeks Winner is  

Mrs Gower 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
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