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Dear all,  
 

It is hard to believe that next week we will be coming 
to the end of the summer `half-term’ already. It is even 

harder to believe that next Friday, we will be saying a sad 
farewell to our amazing Year 13 students, although in reality 
they will continue to still come into school to revise and com-
plete their exams. It will be a sad day and I expect there will 
be many tears and I also know that we will be saying goodbye 
to some families who have been linked with the school for the 
past 15 years. I would like to congratulate the students on 
how they have approached their final months in Year 13. 

 
This week, our GCSE Food Technology students 
attended Reynolds Catering for the day.  
Reynolds Catering are a multimillion pound company, and we 
are really excited to have partnered up with his company. 
Already this year, we have had several of their staff come in 
to work with our students on both business and careers relat-
ed topics. The GCSE Food Technology students had an 
amazing experience and this opportunity allowed the students 
to learn more about careers in the Food industry. In addition 
to this, the students got to do lots of practical work in their 
kitchen, led by their chefs. 
 

On Friday, I had the pleasure of attending the library 
to award certificates to some very worthy students. 
This was for the students taking part in the sponsored read 
that was organised by our librarian, Mrs Harrington. I would 
like to congratulate the following students for their fantastic 
efforts: Paige Hampton 7E, Kacey Holland-Bourne 7A, Abbie 
Marshall 7A, Connor O'Dell 7C, Charlie Chapman 8D, Harry 
Webber 8E, Chloe Bliss 11C, Macey Chapman 11D. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you once again to all parents and carers who con-
tinue to support our goal to improve attendance.  Our 
current whole school attendance is at 95.8%, which is ever 
close to our Target of 96%. We do recognise and appreciate 
that achieving the school’s target of 96% attendance can 
prove challenging for some individual students, but I would 
again stress the importance of good attendance and ask that 
where possible medical, dental, optical etc. appointments are 
scheduled outside of school hours and that parents and car-
ers do not book holidays during term time. If you do have any 
concerns about your child’s ability to attend school regularly 
then please do contact our Attendance Officer, Mrs Bracken-
bury for advice and support. Congratulations go to students in 
10C who collectively achieved 100% attendance last week, 
and to students in 11D as they have the best attendance for 
the year to date exceeding 97%. 

“Sometimes there's not a better way. Sometimes 

there's only the hard 

way.”                                                                                         

                                          (Mary E. Pearson) 

Enjoy the weekend 
 

 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Key Dates Coming Up 

Wednesday 10
th
 July Year 7 Parents Consultation Evening 4.00 – 7.30pm 

Picture from Reynolds Catering 



2  

 

 

 

 

  

  

   

    

  

  

  

  

Year 7 

Euan Gunn 7A   Keira Leopold 7A 

Holly Weston 7E 

 

Year 8 

Ruby Chillingworth 8C Alfie Smith 8E 
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YEAR 11 GCSE 
EXAM TEN 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Thursday the Year 11 Music students put on a lunchtime showcase of their performances 
to show off the amazing talent we have here at RBA. We have already received lots of praise 
and comments from staff and all students who took part should be really proud of them-
selves.  

 

Mr Croker and myself would like to thank all of the Year 11 Music students for their hard work 
and commitment and wish you all the best of luck with your exams!. 

 

Thank you, 

 

Emily Nicholas 

Teacher of Music 
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      Reynolds Careers Trip  

Food Preparation and Nutrition   

On Wednesday 15
th
 May some of our year 10 Food Preparation and Nutrition students had a fantastic expe-

rience at Reynolds Catering in Waltham Cross. The day fully supported the Food Preparation and Nutrition 

curriculum and gave the students an insight to some of the varied opportunities, available to them if they 

decide to follow a career in food and nutrition, as well as an overview of other university courses such as 

Retail Marketing, Business and Finance and Business Studies which could lead positions such as, Manag-

ing Director, Operations Manager and Human Resources. The students were also informed of the Driv-

er Academy Scheme (DAS) which is an apprentice scheme that is in place at Reynolds to support prospec-

tive employees in gaining their LGV professional qualification.  

After the introduction there was a ‘guess the produce competition’ where the students had to match up 

some  unusual produce such as radicchio, amaranth and salsify.  

 

 

 

 

 

Followed by make your ‘own’ lunch where the students thoroughly enjoyed making an array of wonderful 

delights, overseen by Diane Kemp Reynolds’ executive development chef and Elliot Haynes from the 

development kitchen.                                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can you 
name this 

vegetable? 
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Throughout the day the staff and Sharma a university student on placement at Reynolds, supplied the students 

with knowledge about food nutrition, food science and other wonderful facts.  After lunch Sharma was on hand to 

answer any questions the students had.  

Then to finish the results of the competition where given, well done to Chloe finishing in 2nd place and Sky winning, 

with 10 out of 11 of the produce named correctly.  Everyone had a fantastic day and really enjoyed the experience 

at Reynolds CS. We cannot thank Reynolds and the amazing team enough for all the time and effort that they 

spent in making it a brilliant experience for our students. A special thanks to all of those who led and ran the day, 

it was very clear how much work went into organising the whole event, thank you Diane, Elliot and the develop-

ment team, Paul, David, Meeta, Valentina and a special mention to Sharma who worked really hard and kindly 

produced a terrific recipe and informative fact file for everyone to take home as a keepsake of the day.  
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http://wtwalk.org/moonwalklondon2019/justine-4 

Jessica Mayhew’s attended Robert Barclay Academy from 2001-2008 & stud-
ied English Literature for one of her A levels, in which she obtained an ‘A’ 
grade. 

 

Click on the link to read article. 

https://store.eyewearpublishing.com/blogs/news/announcing-the-winner-
and-runner-up-of-this-year-s-melita-hume-poetry-prize?fbclid=IwAR1-
cMVjPYWmf_YVCH4eWEt2v5CNHc1O5bHE1hfc6exIWnvGykvLLveQbzM 

 

Former students wins ‘Melita Hume Poetry Competition 2019’ 

Congratulations to Miss Nolan, Mrs Twed-

dell, Miss Tripp and Mrs Stockwell for com-

pleting the ‘moonwalk London’. 

They walked an amazing 26.2 miles through 

the night to raise money and bring aware-

ness for Breast Cancer UK. 

Well done ladies! 

http://wtwalk.org/moonwalklondon2019/justine-4
https://store.eyewearpublishing.com/blogs/news/announcing-the-winner-and-runner-up-of-this-year-s-melita-hume-poetry-prize?fbclid=IwAR1-cMVjPYWmf_YVCH4eWEt2v5CNHc1O5bHE1hfc6exIWnvGykvLLveQbzM
https://store.eyewearpublishing.com/blogs/news/announcing-the-winner-and-runner-up-of-this-year-s-melita-hume-poetry-prize?fbclid=IwAR1-cMVjPYWmf_YVCH4eWEt2v5CNHc1O5bHE1hfc6exIWnvGykvLLveQbzM
https://store.eyewearpublishing.com/blogs/news/announcing-the-winner-and-runner-up-of-this-year-s-melita-hume-poetry-prize?fbclid=IwAR1-cMVjPYWmf_YVCH4eWEt2v5CNHc1O5bHE1hfc6exIWnvGykvLLveQbzM
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Train to Teach at RBA 
Schools Direct Teacher Training Positions 

September 2019 Availability 

 

We are offering motivated applicants who wish to enter teaching, the opportunity to train at Robert Barclay 

Academy as part of the East Herts Partnership (which includes Haileybury-Turnford, Burleigh Primary, Goffs 

Oak Primary, Goff’s Academy, Goff’s Churchgate and Hunsdon JMI).   

The opportunity to train with us will enable you to ‘learn to teach on the job,’ in a supportive and stimulating en-

vironment.  Our school is a fantastic place to train, work and learn. You will be training through the ‘School Di-

rect’ system which is an initial teacher training (ITT) programme where you will be based at RBA, as opposed to 

a university. In addition, trainees spend one full day a week throughout the training programme with our Higher 

Education partner, the University of Hertfordshire. The idea of School Direct is to give trainee teachers more 

‘hands-on’ teaching experience than traditional university-based routes into teaching.  We offered salaried posi-

tions and non-salaried training roles depending on the subject and applicant’s circumstances. 

Applicants must have: 

GCSE or IGCSE English Language at Grade 4 or above (Grade C or above under the old grading system). 

Please note: English literature is not an accepted alternative 

GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics Grade 4 or above (Grade C or above under the old grading system) 

Please note that we do not accept equivalency qualifications for GCSE English and Mathematics 

An Honours degree (2.2 or above), awarded by a UK university or an overseas award recognised as equivalent 

by NARIC 

Usually, we would expect the Degree to have a minimum 50% content of the subject in which the applicant is 

applying 

The right to work in the UK 

We are particularly interested to hear from Geography, MFL, Science, English, Maths and PE applicants but are 

open to other subjects, too! To find out more information, or for any queries including visits to see a school in 

action, please email Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher. Further information can be found on our website: 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/931/train-to-teach  

CONTACT:  Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher.  

Tom.Johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
01992 410800 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/931/train-to-teach
mailto:Tom.Johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk


9 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school 

community.  All parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in 

the Summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any time that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, 

whether it is a few evenings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundrais-

ing, or just bringing good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the 

school, or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Friends of Robert Barclay Academy 

 (FoRBA) 
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Working on Wellness Festival 2019 #WOWfest19 

Saturday 6th July 2019 

 

As individuals we sometimes suffer with our men-
tal health. We have good days and bad, we have 
days when we cope and days which we find diffi-
cult. Being part of a community who are thinking 
about mental health and being aware of the sig-
nals when a person is not having such a good 
time is so important. In a world where we have 
technology at our finger tips, we need good social 
networks to help us to engage with others. 

At Robert Barclay Academy our students are en-
couraged to care about others, and we are driven 
to take time out of our lives to #connect #notice 
#learn #exercise and #volunteer an idea devel-
oped by teachers on twitter including 
@MartynReah and @TeacherToolkit. These ideas 
of wellness are embedded in our PSHE curricu-
lum and our Wellbeing Warriors uphold these 
commitments and encourage others to take time 
out to do. As a school we feel it is important to 
reach out to our community and develop an ethos 
towards positivity, but also a support structure so 
we know where to go if we need help. We have 
everything we need right here in Hoddesdon, but 
sometimes don’t know where to look.  

As RBA, we are not enough to make this change 
alone; so we have partnered with The John Warn-
er School to make this a true community event. 
JWS hold the same values in terms of welfare, 
and have recently achieved the Wellbeing Award 
for Schools, developed in partnership with the Na-
tional Children's Bureau. The school has a strong 
commitment to wellbeing which is encouraged 
through, for example, the Lifelong Learning cur-
riculum, The Hub and a staff wellbeing commit-
tee.  

 

We hope to make this the biggest mental health 
awareness festival in Hertfordshire!  

 

The guest speakers, workshops and stalls span a 
range of topics, companies and areas of support. 
We really do have something for everyone, and 
hope that we can celebrate mental health aware-
ness, try new things around your own wellbeing 
and figure out where to go if you or a loved one 
needs support; both in areas of mental health and 
physical.  

 

Students please follow the link https://
www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/ go to £5 ticket 
option and type in STUDENT for a free ticket. Parents 
can also follow the same link and use discount code 
PARENT.  

Sarah Tweddell 

Head of Social Sciences (including PSHWE) and Coordinator 
of Well-being 

 

https://www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/
https://www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/
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Dear All, 

Supporting Links are running 2 courses for parents in your district after the Easter holi-
days.  

The Talking Families programme is suitable for parents with 0-12 year olds, and Talking 
Teens for parents of 12-19 year olds. Both programmes will be very suitable for families 
dealing with challenge, particularly those in the Targeted through to Safeguarding & Spe-
cialist categories on the continuum of need.  

Kind Regards, 

 

Hayley Clyne  

Autism Support Worker 


