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Dear all,
It is hard to believe we have just finished our 2nd week.
Although many things are different, it feels like normal and
this was very much our principal goal when we planned the
re-opening in September. We felt that trying to get as much
normality as possible would be in the best interests of supporting our students’ mental health and well-being. We talk
a lot about wanting our students to be happy and we
strongly believe that routines and normality will help this. In
terms of the safety procedures we have in place, we were
aware from the start that adjustments may need to be
made, either due to national guidelines or from our own
analysis. We meet regularly to discuss these and where
necessary make any changes.
Like many Headteachers across the country at the moment, I have seen my daily step count increase as I
walk the school more. When walking the school this week
I have seen some fantastic learning and really well-planned
and delivered lessons and generally students really enjoying what they are doing. It is a great feeling to see students
and staff back, teaching and learning again.
Last week we held our virtual Open Evening. We certainly missed the buzz of having all the visitors walking
around the school. If you would like to see a copy of my
broadcast, it can be found on our website or by clicking this
link:
https://youtu.be/v8Keevubbpw

Finally, parents will have heard that some schools
across Hertfordshire have had to close or send students home to self isolate, following the advice given
by Public Health England. Whilst, at the time of writing
this, we have not experienced any positive cases here at
RBA, we are realists and it is possible that we may have a
confirmed case of Covid -19 in the future - therefore we will
have to respond appropriately. With this in mind, we will be
sending another survey out to check what ICT facilities your
child has access to at home. The results of the survey will
allow us to support your child should we need to provide
remote learning. On the subject of this, you may well have
heard that we are looking to become an Apple School.
This is not a rumour and it is something that we have been
considering for a while. However, lockdown made us aware
of the importance, and almost a duty, of ensuring every
child has a suitable device to work from at home and which
will allow staff to deliver on line learning. With this in mind,
from September 2021 we will be phasing in Apple iPads
(staff will be getting this year to start their planning). I will of
course share more details about this new and exciting initiative throughout the year.

“Change is the law of life. And those who
look only to the past or present are certain to
miss the future.”
(John F. Kennedy)

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

A request to parents:










If your child is experiencing any of the Covid symptoms such
as a high temperature, persistent cough or a loss of taste and
sense of smell, please do not send them into school. We understand the child care issue this presents, but doing so puts
others at risk and it also puts enormous unnecessary pressure
on Student Reception, where first aid is based.
Please ensure your child comes into school with a water bottle
every day. We have noticed that with the recent warm weather,
some students have suffered from dehydration.
Do not bring into school your child’s PE Kit, lunch or Homework, if they have forgotten it. Yes, they may get a consequence but they will learn from it and this will them make independent. More importantly, our Student Reception staff need to
be kept free to deal with medical issues. We will provide your
child with a lunch where necessary.
Do not give your child cash to top up their lunch money. Please
use parent pay. This will prevent your child from using the machine based in school.
Please be considerate of our neighbours when collecting your
child from school. Do not park in front of our neighbours driveway or use their driveways to turn your car around in.
Thank you for your continued support!
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In an effort to provide a safer school environment for everyone we ask that the following guidelines are observed at all
times.




DO NOT park, stop or drive any vehicle onto our neighbours driveways.
ENSURE the vehicle is parked safely and clear of yellow
lines.



DO NOT park or stop your vehicle against flowing traffic.



NO parking in front of school gates at any time.
Thank you for your support!
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We are looking for a volunteer who is a qualified nurse or first aider to help
us at Robert Barclay Academy during the current Covid pandemic.
Applicants would need to undergo an enhanced DBS check and, where necessary, supply references and evidence of qualifications obtained.
We would be grateful of any spare time that anyone has to offer.
If you are able to help then please contact the school on 01992 410800.

Coronavirus: Can my child go to school with a cold?
Please click on the link to read the guidelines from BBC news:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-51643556
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Macmillan Coffee Morning – Friday 25th September
On Friday 25th September, it is MacMillan Coffee Morning, however due to COVID restrictions and
trying to minimising the risk we cannot run it in the normal way.
But, there are still ways that we can raise money for this worthwhile cause that still needs our
support.
Therefore, staff can take part in a sweepstake, pupils will be taking part in a form quiz, 6th form
have to option to donate via a QR code and money can still be raised by all by clicking on the
below link:

https://thyg.uk/BUU004099159
This will go towards our school total so please contribute and help us raise as much money as we
can!
Any questions please speak to Ms. Melhuish.
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Many thanks to all those students who entered the Extreme
Reading Competition.

Callum Hallgarth for his photo of him reading while walking a tightrope, definitely not something everyone can do!

Kara McMahon who took several super photos of her reading while
performing gymnastics.

Carmine Cesario who took a photo of him reading while making brownies and getting very messy indeed (but the brownies turned out well).
All the other entrants received a small prize too, as well as an RBA commendation for everyone.
Students can enjoy seeing all the entries on the display board outside the
Library.
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Fantasy Football has come to RBA.
This year we've started a whole school - staff and students - fantasy football league. It is starting to become quite a busy league. We need as many budding football managers as we can get to join in.
You get £100 million to spend on 15 players from any Premier League team. They win points for doing
the sorts of things you hope your players will do (score, not concede goals etc) and lose points for
whenever they go a 'Bit Derby 2008' (please note: any complaints from Derby fans about this unfair
caricature are just arguing with history).
There will be house points awarded monthly and, ultimately, some kind of trophy.
Names need to be appropriate but I'm also loving the number of football puns people are coming up
with for team names: Salt and Pepe, Too Eze, Dier Straits, Lallana in Pyjmas.
Pupils can join here:
https://fantasy.premierleague.com/leagues/auto-join/rgsje1

See you in the league.
Mr. Saunders
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!

This week's winner is:

Mrs. Chapman
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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