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Not sure what picture to have here? 

Dear all,  

 

It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of 
another half term. Our focus since returning from Easter has 

very much been on making sure the Year 11 and 13 students are 
fully prepared for their public exams. I have been so impressed 
with the students’ attitudes towards their exams. They have all 
matured so much and many have taken the opportunity and re-
sponsibility to put in the extra hours after school and I do hope they 
get their rewards this August when the results come out.  
 

This week, I have also been highly impressed with 
the Year 10 students. They have all shown excellent effort 

and commitment towards taking their GCSE RE exam, which they 
are all taking a year early. Taking the GCSE RE exam a year early 
provides several benefits. First of all, it gives the students an op-
portunity to experience GCSE exams, and secondly, it means the 
students have one less GCSE to focus on in Year 11 and they can 
use this time to focus on their other GCSEs. It is not quite over for 
the Year 10s as they have their end of year exams coming up.  
 
At the time of writing these headlines I am prepar-
ing my speeches to say goodbye and good luck to 
Year 13 students. It is their leaving assembly this Friday after 

noon and it is hard to believe that these students will be finishing 
their 7 years with us within the next 2 weeks. We wish them all the 
very best of luck in their exams and wish them all the success in 
whatever their future chosen pathway. 

 

With some decent weather being had recently, I just 
wanted to reiterate to parents that the expectations 
for the school uniform remains the same every day. 
If the weather becomes hot during the day, as it did this Monday, 
then the students will receive permission from the school to re-
move their blazers and/or their tie. With this in mind, please ensure 
your child comes to school every day with the correct school uni-
form and that they are wearing it correctly. 
 

 

Towards the end of this summer term we are plan-
ning to invite parents in to our Celebration Assem-
blies. These will be held in the last week of term during the 

school day (9am or 11am). Our plan is to invite you all nearer the 
time. I do hope that as many of you as possible will join your child 
and the school in celebrating the end of year. I suspect many of 
you will enjoy watching your child in an assembly. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Sometimes there's not a better way. Sometimes 

there's only the hard 

way.”                                                                               

                                              (Mary E. Pearson) 

Enjoy the half term break. 
 
 
 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Student Winners from our recent County Athletics 

League 
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Year 7 

Euan Gunn 7A  Amalie Miller 7a  Lucy Biggs 7C 

Tasha Blunden 7C Alex Emms 7C  Marco Trupia 7C 

Kadija Boulemia 7D Rose Gregory 7D  Kornelija Kindure 7D 

Georgia Morgan 7D Daisy Reid 7D  Molly Rook 7D 

 

Year 8 

Ruby Chillingworth 8C Ryder Maniam 8C 

 

Year 9 

Callum Brown 9A  Matilda Gumble 9A Sophie Morgan 9A 

Year 8 

Adam Blacklock 8C  Draven Conway  8D  Olivia Goodyear 8A  

Vlad Harbuz  8C   Ashton Greenaway 8D  Archie Hunt  8C 

George Hutchinson  8A  Frankie White  8C 
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              Head of Year Reward Trip to Jump City 

 
 
Yesterday around 30 student were rewarded for all their hard work 
with a trip after school to Jump City. They were picked by the Heads of 
Year based on their attitude towards learning, having 100% attendance 
this half term and if they had no behaviour points.  A great time was 
had by all and they are now all hoping their will the selected for the 
end of year rewards trip to Southend. 
 
Well done to all and it was a shame we could only take 30 as so many 
student are trying their hardest. 

 
 



 

  9am 10am 11am 12pm 1pm 

Mon 
27th Yr13: Psych Yr13: Psych       

Tue 
28th Yr11: History 

Yr11: History 

Yr11: Media 

  

Yr13 Drama 

Yr11: Maths 

Yr11: Media 

  

Yr13 Drama 

Yr11: Maths   

Wed 
29th           

Thur 
30th   Yr13: Media Yr13: Media     

Fri 
31st           
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YEAR 11 GCSE 
EXAM TEN 

 

 

 

 

First aid and medical care update: 

 

 Please note that the school no longer provides pain relief tablets to students 
without written consent. All parents were emailed a form to return to the 
school. We can no longer phone you for this permission. 

 Students are not permitted to self-medicate at school (with the exception of 
auto-injectors and inhalers). Any prescribed medications need to be adminis-
tered by student reception. 

 

Lee Smith 

Student Reception. 
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On Thursday 23rd May, the music department took a select group of students to perform in the sec-
ond half of the Junior School Choir Competition at the Spotlight, Hoddesdon. 

 

During both the sound check and the evening performance, they were professional and truly did the 
school proud. In addition to the many positive comments heard from the audience as they were leav-
ing, one of the judges, on seeing the year 9's performance went 'They are really performing it!' so 
much so that she started dancing! 

Naturally the students felt they could have done better, but in truth they gave it their all and put on a 
proper show.  

 

Congratulations to Taylor Elwell, Poppy Philips, Meghan Curl, Kelsey Donegan, Katie Donnarumma, 
Esther Clarke, Sonny Mays and Elliot Mardell-Lines on performing to a sold out Spotlight and inspiring 
those younger students to continue loving music. 

 

 Mr Croker 
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The Library raises £199.30 for charity 

A huge thank you to the big-hearted students who took part in our recent sponsored 

read and helped to raise such a great amount of money for the children’s charity 

‘Read For Good.’ Sponsor cards were sent out to everyone in years 7, 8 and 9, but in 

the end 8 people completed the challenge and brought in their money. The following 

students were presented with certificates by the Headteacher and given a small prize 

in recognition of their achievement: 

Paige Hampton 7E 

Kacey Holland-Bourne 7A 

Abbie Marshall 7A 

Connor O’Dell 7C 

Charlie Chapman 8D 

Harry Webber 8E 

Chloe Bliss 11C 

Macey Chapman 11D 

We actually raised £135 from the sponsored read, but this was added to the £64.30 
raised from the cake sale, back in March, giving us a grand total of £199.30. If only 
we’d sold a couple more cakes! 
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 Thank you so much for your time and energy completing your 
GCSE RE. I have been amazed by the effort that so many of you 
have put into your exam preparations. I look forward to seeing 
your results this summer.  
Many thanks, 
         
  Mr Stuttle 

Firstly to the parents, thank you for all your support. We realise all the effort that parents put in to support our 
students at RBA. From the RE team we wish students all the best in Year 11 and hope that the RE GCSE and its 
preparation has been an excellent tool in getting ready for year 11. 

 

Secondly, students can collect their GCSE RE  results on Thursday 22nd August at 9am from the Sixth Form Centre 
here at RBA. 

 

Thirdly, we run a revision notes/books recycling scheme in RE. Any resources, revision guides, flash cards can be 
donated to Mr Stuttle and he will use these in future years to support students who need extra help. Please think 
about giving these resources to help others. 

Lastly, please can I ask for a few moments of your time in completing the below survey about your thoughts as a 
parent about the GCSE RE process. This survey will help myself improve RE for next year. Use this link to complete 
the survey.  

GCSE RE SURVEY LINK. https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?
id=jfsLUS7Ve0SepGqV2yz7zAHMbCxy9b5JlJuWLSVwdP1UMFE4RkdSSkZXVDA1NlM3SzAzN0M2Nk1KQy4u 

 

 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jfsLUS7Ve0SepGqV2yz7zAHMbCxy9b5JlJuWLSVwdP1UMFE4RkdSSkZXVDA1NlM3SzAzN0M2Nk1KQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jfsLUS7Ve0SepGqV2yz7zAHMbCxy9b5JlJuWLSVwdP1UMFE4RkdSSkZXVDA1NlM3SzAzN0M2Nk1KQy4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=jfsLUS7Ve0SepGqV2yz7zAHMbCxy9b5JlJuWLSVwdP1UMFE4RkdSSkZXVDA1NlM3SzAzN0M2Nk1KQy4u
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On the evening of the 11th May; Mrs Stockwell, 
Mrs Tweddell, Ms Tripp, Miss Nolan and Miss 
Nolan’s Mum started walking a marathon. The 
Moonwalk, in aid of breast cancer research is a 
26.2 mile walk at night, in decorated bras to raise 
awareness and money for this amazing charity.  

All the walkers who take part in walking the walk 
have a reason for being there, as did the staff 
from RBA. The disease is too prevalent and touch-
es so many. Miss Nolan walked the walk along-
side her Mum, and found the walk good training 
for the marathon she will be working towards 
running in April next year.  

Mrs Tweddell who lost her aunt to breast cancer 
this year urges both women and men to be aware 
of the signs of breast cancer.  

Ms Tripp who was walking for a dear friend who 
is three months clear of the disease is so dedicat-
ed to the cause she has already started training 
for the next one!  

Mrs Stockwell was bowled over by how many 
people gave to support the walkers. As a group so 
far just over £1,500 has been raised. The money 
raised will help the scientists working on a cure to 
come up with new treatments so that survival 
rates will be much higher.   

If you would like to donate to the walkers, please 
follow the link;  

https://
moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/
queens  

If you would like to walk the walk with the RBA 
team led by Ms Tripp next year please let us 
know by emailing your interest to:                    
wellbeing@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

https://moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/queens
https://moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/queens
https://moonwalklondon2019.everydayhero.com/uk/queens
mailto:wellbeing@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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We have always wanted to donate our hair to The Little Princess Trust 
and so, for the last three years we  have been growing our hair so we 
can cut off twelve inches each. We would really appreciate it if you 
could sponsor us as it is our goal to raise as much money as possible in 
aid of this amazing charity. The Little Princess Trust provides real hair 
wigs for children and young people suffering with hair loss due to can-
cer treatments and other conditions. The Charity will also provide fi-
nancial assistance, where funds allow, for research projects focussing 

This is the link: https://www.gofundme.com/emilia-and-louisas-fundraising-page 

Louisa and Emilia Pizzo  

Thank you to all the staff and students who have helped me in their free 
time to colour a little part of the mandala each day to finish our RBA manda-
la. 
 
Mandalas are used in many religions worldwide to help with meditation. Via 
the use of mandalas, either drawing them or colouring them it is meant to 
help turn an ordinary mind into an enlightened one. 
 
Mandalas are mainly used by Buddhists and Hindus when practising visuali-
sation techniques in order to calm and focus the mind. This is often done 
with intricate patterns or pictures of Bodhisattvas. Attempting to absorb and 
fix the mind on the key teachings it is trying to convey. 

https://www.gofundme.com/emilia-and-louisas-fundraising-page
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Train to Teach at RBA 
Schools Direct Teacher Training Positions 

September 2019 Availability 

 

We are offering motivated applicants who wish to enter teaching, the opportunity to train at Robert Barclay 

Academy as part of the East Herts Partnership (which includes Haileybury-Turnford, Burleigh Primary, Goffs 

Oak Primary, Goff’s Academy, Goff’s Churchgate and Hunsdon JMI).   

The opportunity to train with us will enable you to ‘learn to teach on the job,’ in a supportive and stimulating en-

vironment.  Our school is a fantastic place to train, work and learn. You will be training through the ‘School Di-

rect’ system which is an initial teacher training (ITT) programme where you will be based at RBA, as opposed to 

a university. In addition, trainees spend one full day a week throughout the training programme with our Higher 

Education partner, the University of Hertfordshire. The idea of School Direct is to give trainee teachers more 

‘hands-on’ teaching experience than traditional university-based routes into teaching.  We offered salaried posi-

tions and non-salaried training roles depending on the subject and applicant’s circumstances. 

Applicants must have: 

GCSE or IGCSE English Language at Grade 4 or above (Grade C or above under the old grading system). 

Please note: English literature is not an accepted alternative 

GCSE or IGCSE Mathematics Grade 4 or above (Grade C or above under the old grading system) 

Please note that we do not accept equivalency qualifications for GCSE English and Mathematics 

An Honours degree (2.2 or above), awarded by a UK university or an overseas award recognised as equivalent 

by NARIC 

Usually, we would expect the Degree to have a minimum 50% content of the subject in which the applicant is 

applying 

The right to work in the UK 

We are particularly interested to hear from Geography, MFL, Science, English, Maths and PE applicants but are 

open to other subjects, too! To find out more information, or for any queries including visits to see a school in 

action, please email Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher. Further information can be found on our website: 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/931/train-to-teach  

CONTACT:  Tom Johnston, Deputy Headteacher.  

Tom.Johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
01992 410800 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/931/train-to-teach
mailto:Tom.Johnston@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school 

community.  All parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in 

the Summer term. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Any time that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, 

whether it is a few evenings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundrais-

ing, or just bringing good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the 

school, or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Friends of Robert Barclay Academy 

 (FoRBA) 
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Accounts Assistant Apprenticeship Programme 
 
Reynolds is one of the UK’s most successful foodservice and distribution companies, enjoying 
phenomenal growth and boasting a coveted portfolio of clients. As a family owned business, 
Reynolds provides more than 3,000 different types of fresh produce and chilled foods from 
around the world, including more than 1,000 different varieties of fruit and vegetables. Our suc-
cess is driven by people with a passion for what they do and an entrepreneurial spirit, creating 
a dynamic, empowered, ‘can do’ working environment. As a growing, vibrant, and fast-moving 
business, it has long been clear that our people are critical to our future success. 
 
Our Finance Apprenticeship 
We are offering an exciting and unique opportunity to join our Reynolds Academy Programme 
and complete the AAT Level 3 (15 months) and then progress to the level 4 Professional Ac-
counting/Taxation Technician (15 months). They will then provide a career pathway into starting 
a CIMA/ACCA qualification whilst developing and growing your professional Finance career as 
an Accounts Assistant. The right candidate will be supported throughout the programme with 
the development of their professional and academic skills through hands-on practical experi-
ence in the core operational areas that are responsible for running the financial aspects of our 
business starting with Accounts Payable and then moving on to Credit Control. This will help to 
fulfil key elements of the AAT level 3 and 4 and the enhancement of your early career as a fi-
nance professional.  
 
When you start here you can look forward to a wealth of blended learning opportunities, includ-
ing your own personal Coach who will guide you through the qualification to help you achieve 
your full potential as well as Insight Careers Days to share learning and network with other ap-
prentices and learners across our business. We are not only passionate about growing careers 
but aspire to create an unforgettable journey that will equip you with all the skills and confi-
dence you will need to be able to fulfil your potential and grow your career in Finance at Reyn-
olds.  
 
What will your role involve? 
Working Monday to Friday, 35 hours per week, you will be based at our Head Office in Wal-
tham Cross, Hertfordshire and will be responsible for; 

Review and prioritise the processing of produce and overhead supplier invoices to ensure 

the accurate recording of RCS liabilities 

Review overhead PO coding and ensure that costs are coded in accordance with budgets 

to the correct nominal codes 

Resolve invoice matching queries in order to process the correct liability to supplier ledgers 

Process supplier invoices for archiving in accordance with legal and audit requirements 

Prepare BACS payment proposals for approval 

Ensure GRNI is current and accurately reflects RCS liability for invoiced goods 

Regularly reconcile supplier statements to validate the accuracy of RCS ledgers 

Work collaboratively with other members of the Finance team 
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What we are looking for? 
We are looking for a keen and motivated individual who wants to kick-start their career within fi-
nance. Key attributes for any candidate are a willingness to learn and develop personally. You will 
need to have strong numeracy skills and be comfortable communicating to various stakeholders 
within the organisation. Time management and attention to detail are also important traits to have to 
be able to work accurately and within deadlines 
 
About you: 
Good time management and organisational skills 
Strong numeracy skills 
Good excel ability 
Good verbal, written and interpersonal skills 
Inquisitive mind and willingness to learn 
Creative problem solver 
Minimum of 5 GCSE’s (or equivalent) including Maths and English at grade 4 (C) or above and 3 A-
levels grade A-C. 
 

What do we offer in return?    

An enhanced apprentice salary of £18,000 per annum. 
Annual pay reviews. 
Additional incremental salary increases in line with agreed achievements. 
Increasing holiday allowance. 
Training and Development (including coaching, workshops, seminars and e-learning). 
Professional qualifications within the finance industry 
Retail Discount membership. 
Health Care Cash Plan membership. 
Further company tailored benefits achieved through service and commitment. 

To take the next step in building the career you have always dreamed of... 
Send a cover letter with your CV telling us all about yourself, your experience and why you want to 
join our finance apprenticeship programme, to meeta.khatani@reynolds-cs.com. 
 
If your application is successful, we will invite you to an assessment day which will give us a better 
idea of your strengths and suitability for the apprenticeship programme.   

 
Reynolds is an equal opportunities employer and positively encourages applications from suitably qualified and eligible 

candidates regardless of sex, race, disability, age, sexual orientation, gender reassignment, religion or belief, marital sta-

tus, or pregnancy and maternity. 
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Working on Wellness Festival 2019 #WOWfest19 

Saturday 6th July 2019 

 

As individuals we sometimes suffer with our men-

tal health. We have good days and bad, we have 

days when we cope and days which we find diffi-

cult. Being part of a community who are thinking 

about mental health and being aware of the sig-

nals when a person is not having such a good 

time is so important. In a world where we have 

technology at our finger tips, we need good social 

networks to help us to engage with others. 

At Robert Barclay Academy our students are en-

couraged to care about others, and we are driven 

to take time out of our lives to #connect #notice 

#learn #exercise and #volunteer an idea devel-

oped by teachers on twitter including 

@MartynReah and @TeacherToolkit. These ideas 

of wellness are embedded in our PSHE curricu-

lum and our Wellbeing Warriors uphold these 

commitments and encourage others to take time 

out to do. As a school we feel it is important to 

reach out to our community and develop an ethos 

towards positivity, but also a support structure so 

we know where to go if we need help. We have 

everything we need right here in Hoddesdon, but 

sometimes don’t know where to look.  

As RBA, we are not enough to make this change 

alone; so we have partnered with The John Warn-

er School to make this a true community event. 

JWS hold the same values in terms of welfare, 

and have recently achieved the Wellbeing Award 

for Schools, developed in partnership with the Na-

tional Children's Bureau. The school has a strong 

commitment to wellbeing which is encouraged 

through, for example, the Lifelong Learning cur-

riculum, The Hub and a staff wellbeing commit-

tee.  

 

We hope to make this the biggest mental health 

awareness festival in Hertfordshire!  

 

The guest speakers, workshops and stalls span a 

range of topics, companies and areas of support. 

We really do have something for everyone, and 

hope that we can celebrate mental health aware-

ness, try new things around your own wellbeing 

and figure out where to go if you or a loved one 

needs support; both in areas of mental health and 

physical.  

 

Students please follow the link https://

www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/ go to £5 ticket 

option and type in STUDENT for a free ticket. Parents 

can also follow the same link and use discount code 

PARENT.  

Sarah Tweddell 

Head of Social Sciences (including PSHWE) and Coordinator 

of Well-being 

 

https://www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/
https://www.yourtown.community/wowfest19/
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Dear All, 

Supporting Links are running 2 courses for parents in your district after the Easter holi-
days.  

The Talking Families programme is suitable for parents with 0-12 year olds, and Talking 
Teens for parents of 12-19 year olds. Both programmes will be very suitable for families 
dealing with challenge, particularly those in the Targeted through to Safeguarding & Spe-
cialist categories on the continuum of need.  

Kind Regards, 

 

Hayley Clyne  

Autism Support Worker 


