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Dear all,  

 

It’s been another positive and uplifting week for us here 

at RBA. This has mainly been down to us being able to see 

Year 7-9 students this week. I do hope the students have 

also been re-energized by the opportunity to visit school and 

meet with the Tutor. We would love to offer more to Year 7-9 

students but we are restricted by national guidance as to how 

many students we can have on site at once. Next week, we 

will be focusing our attention back to teaching Year 10 and 

12 students (following their assessment week). In many sub-

jects, staff will now be teaching the Year 10 and 12 students 

in small groups. In some cases, they will continue with 1 to 1 

for specific students. For Years 7-9, they will continue to be 

taught at home. In terms of next September, we have just 

received the DfE guidance that was released yesterday. 

Once we have digested this, we will come back out to par-

ents with more detail about students return in September. 

 

This week, myself and Mr Stuttle held a virtual on-line 

meeting with our JLT (Junior Leadership Team). It was 

great to meet and speak with the students after such a long 

period of absence. At the meeting, the students discussed 

how remote teaching had been working for them and they 

shared their queries for returning in September. From this, 

Mr Stuttle and I took that students are more motivated to 

learn from home when staff provide verbal instructions i.e. 

voice over powerpoints. This is something we are trying to 

support all our teachers to do and Mr Stuttle has fed this 

back to staff. 

 

On Thursday evening, we held our Transition Infor-

mation Evening to new Year 7 families. This was done 

virtually by using the Zoom webinar platform. It is certainly 

not the same as meeting the parents face to face but we do 

hope that our new parents and students feel a little bit more 

at ease about joining us in September having heard more 

information. Indeed, this was something the JLT raised when 

we met with them and at their next meeting on July 14th they 

are going to discuss ways at how they can support the new 

Year 6 students with their transition. To aid transition, two of  

 

 

 

our existing Year 7 students, Zach and Carla, along with our 

Media department have put together a virtual tour of the 

school. You can view it by clicking this link: 

 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1224/information-

for-new-students 

 

Today (Friday 3rd July), at 3pm, current Year 11s will re-

ceive a nice surprise from their Head of Year, Miss 

Melhuish (check your emails Year 11s). Next week, on 

Wednesday 8th July, we are hosting our Year 11 into 12 in-

duction day (virtual). Students and parents should have re-

ceived information about how to join this induction day. If not, 

please do contact the school 

(admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk) and we will share all 

the details for joining us on this day. 

 

Finally, do not forget about the importance of looking 

after your own and others health and well-being. Keep 

checking in on each other and where possible, get out and 

enjoy those country walks! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Look deep into nature, and then you will under-
stand everything better.” 

 
(Albert Einstein) 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 

  

Ced de la Croix 

Headteacher 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1224/information-for-new-students
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1224/information-for-new-students
mailto:admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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This weeks Wellbeing Wednesday email had a few reminders in it this week.  

Mainly for us to remember that no matter how tough its been in the past,  

we are in charge of how our futures go.  

Here’s an interesting Ted Talk by Rabbi Jonathan Sacks on how to navigate  

the coronavirus pandemic with courage and hope.  

It’s a long one, but well worth the time!  

https://www.ted.com/talks/

rabbi_lord_jonathan_sacks_how_we_can_navigate_the_coronavirus_pandemic_with_courage_and_hope 

Don’t forget to email wellbeing@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk with what you have been doing for your 

 wellbeing this week, for next weeks review. Only two more left before the summer break! 

 

Miss Knight shares with us her tips to keep active and connect! 

            A couple of weeks ago I joined my other half on  

                his fishing trip down at Lea Valley Fisheries.  

            It was well and truly needed during these uncertain  

            times and was the perfect evening spent by the lake. 

            It was so relaxing sitting there eating our dinner,  

            having a cup of tea and taking in the lovely view! It  

            was also really enjoyable to be away from technolo 

           gy for a while, no computers/laptops and no TV. It  

           felt like we had no worries down there and it was all  

           about being outside, spending some quality time to 

           gether and keeping an eye out for those fish! Defi 

           nitely try and get yourself down there if you can. The 

           lake we went to is privately owned, however there  

           are some lovely walks around that area to enjoy!  

https://www.ted.com/talks/rabbi_lord_jonathan_sacks_how_we_can_navigate_the_coronavirus_pandemic_with_courage_and_hope
https://www.ted.com/talks/rabbi_lord_jonathan_sacks_how_we_can_navigate_the_coronavirus_pandemic_with_courage_and_hope
mailto:wellbeing@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Also, just a reminder that there are lots of websites to help you with advice 

and suggestions on how to look after yourself and others mental health, during this time, 

Talking about topics that might feel taboo or deeply personal via a platform 

that feels comfortable to them is a smart move. Mental-health apps and 

online support sites, set up and run by qualified and experienced mental 

health professionals, can offer both support and counselling as well as 

helping teens to pro-actively look after their own mental health; cope with 

difficult emotions; and learn to develop healthy habits around mental well-

being. Here are a few out there to consider.  

The Young Minds website is a great starting point for teens in need of support and encour-

agement to talk confidently and freely about mental health. There are great resources for par-

ents, schools and professionals, as well as a Youth Panel of teens and young adults who 

guide the work and fundraising efforts of the charity to ensure it is giving all teens the voice 

and tools they need to talk about the issues they face.  
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Students can email Ms. Harrington if they would like a book at:: 

    library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk; 

•You may request a particular book, or a book by a particular author, or a     
book in a particular style (i.e. funny), or just something completely new and 
different; 

• Ms. Harrington will email students to tell them whether we have the book 
they want or not; 

• Students  can have up to 3 books; 

• They must return any overdue books first when they come to pick up their 
new book/s; 

• The library continues to remain closed, instead the books will be ready for 
students in reception. 

Message to Year 11s! 
 

Hi all Year 11s! 

 

I miss you all a lot. But I hope that you are using your time wisely during this lockdown pe-
riod, and that you and your families are well? 

 

Please look out for my email with a message about dropping off unwanted uniform/

revision guides/locker keys etc. as well as a leavers surprise for you all! I hope you like it    

 

I look forward to results day on August 20th where I can see all your faces. 

 

In the meantime look after yourselves and stay safe. 

 

Ms Melhuish 

mailto:librarian@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Hi everyone, there has been some great cooking done for Father’s Day and 
friends this week, what a lovely way to show someone you really appreciate 
them, whether it is a parent, grandparent, friend or other family member, 
creating a wonderful treat for a special person is a fantastic way to cheer 
them up and put a smile on their face. 
 Why not join in and bake something special for someone you care about to 
show them how much they mean to you.  
Remember to keep me posted, especially my year 10’s who have been telling 
me in our 1-1 meetings that they have been baking and cooking at home – 
come on everyone,  I want to see the fabulous cooking that you have been 
doing – please remember to send me your photographs to  

LCassar@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  
Thank you to all of the students for the great photos that you have been 
sending in – keep up the good work and keep cooking! 
 
Best wishes  
 
Mrs Cassar 

Grace – beautifully decorated cupcakes                Henry – perfect paella  

mailto:LCassar@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Connor  

deliciously decadent 

chocolate cake  

Andrei  

 Truly chocolatey        

cupcakes  

Cyril  

Creative raspberry towers  

Ergita  

 Ingenious dessert 

Kara  

more wonderful cakes 

Maisie – celebrated Father’s by cooking a fantastic Sunday roast for her dad. 

Well done Maisie, plenty of practise here for your assessment in Year 11 too! 
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Some beautiful tasty treats made by Mrs Osborne, brownies, shortbread, 
bulgar wheat salad,  Garlic and rosemary focaccia, marinated, griddled cour-
gettes, Tyropitakia- Greek cheese pies and as we can see,  
Mrs Osborne has also practising her presentation skills with ganache, cara-
mel sauce and caramel shard. 
 
 

Well done everyone, your beautifully creative cooking   
all looks amazing! 
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This week's winner is:  

Mrs Donnarumma  

 Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week 

 

 It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise  funds 

 There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the 

 chance to win £25,000 

 

 It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our  school 

 today! 

 Join today 

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy 

Click on “Support this school” 

Click “Support now” 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
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Biographies 

Floella Benjamin 

Beyonce 

Malorie Blackman 

Usain Bolt 

Frank Bruno 

Lewis Hamilton 

Kelly Holmes 

Colin Jackson 

Jay-Z 

Amir Khan 

Martin Luther King 

Nelson Mandela 

Barack & Michelle 

Obama 

Rosa Parks 

Sidney Poitier 

Rhiannon 

Will Smith 

Rudolph Walker 

The RBA school library holds a number of books in all subjects 

that try to address the issue of racial equality. For example, 

there are books in the science section about famous black sci-

entists, there are books in the history section about black his-

tory, there are biographies in the biography section about fa-

mous black people. This is an ever-growing, ever-improving 

aspect of the Library and I welcome your input if you would 

like to email me with your suggestions at  

library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk. 

Shown below are some examples of the biographies, non-

fiction and fiction which the Library currently holds and stu-

dents are welcome to borrow.  
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Have you been watching our Thought For The Day (TFTD) videos on social media. 
Up until the end of term we will be having a video each day from members of staff 
who are desperate to say hello and give you all something to think about. I just 
want to say a BIG thank you to all the members of staff who have got involved with 
this! I bet you can't wait to see who else will be appearing and what thoughts they 
have got for you?  

 

Many thanks, 

Mr Stuttle 
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This art challenge is open to all students, parents 
and teachers. 
 
This is an easy way for everyone to create a small, 
personal artwork reminder of the past 100 days. It’s 
also a way of appreciating the positives! 
 

 

Then carefully cut out your 
hand shape. 

Now think . . . 
 
What did you love about being in lockdown? 
 
What will you miss? 
 
What got you through it? 
 
Write your name first then decorate your 
hand to show your answers. 

Now . . . 
Drop it off at school 
or 
Post it to the school (Att. Mrs Jenks Art Dept.) 
or 
Take a well-lit photo from 
directly above and email it to Mrs Jenks 

ljenks@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  
 
All in by Monday 13th July please. 
 
Thank you! 
Mrs Jenks 

mailto:ljenks@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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On Wednesday I met with JLT to discuss remote learning and gain student voice about September at 
RBA. It was an excellent meeting with most year groups represented. It was also lovely to have the 
headteacher with us to make sure that students voice was clearly heard. All students reported back 
on their lock down experiences and then got a chance to voice fears about September 2020. Please 
find below a summarised table of their praise, concerns and questions. 

 

Thank you JLT for a brilliant meeting and representing your year groups so well. I hope to schedule a 
meeting just before the end of term to discuss some of these big questions further.  

Many thanks, 

Mr Stuttle 

September 2020 Questions: 

Lock Down Experiences: 
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FORBA are selling second hand uniforms to help raise 

money for the school. 

 

If you have any unwanted uniforms from Blazers, Ties, 

Skirts, Trousers & PE kits please bring them to Main/

Student Reception: 

 

 Monday to Friday between 8:30am - 3:00pm 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Assistive technology 
FREE webinar for parents  

Trying to choose the right technology to support your child’s education can be challeng-
ing. To offer some support and guidance, the British Dyslexia Association has teamed 
up with Myles Pilling to host a free webinar for parents. This session aims to take you 
through some of the options for assistive technology, inspire parents and demonstrate 
ways to motivate dyslexic children when learning at home.  

 
Thursday 2nd July 2020 

 
7:30pm - 8:30pm 

The session will cover: 

• Assistive technology – what’s available and how can it help 

• Helpful resources and practical tools to assist in home learning 

• Managing expectations of the school and of yourself 

• Parent vs teacher dynamic 

• Ideas for short creative activities – building confidence in using online methods 

• Coping strategies for you and your child/children 
There will be a Q&A at the end of the webinar where you can raise concerns and ask any questions 
about specific issues. 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/free-webinar-for-parents-online-teaching-
learning-how-to-teach-a-child-with-dyslexia-as-a-parent  

Click on the link below to book online. 

https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/free-webinar-for-parents-online-teaching-learning-how-to-teach-a-child-with-dyslexia-as-a-parent
https://www.bdadyslexia.org.uk/events/free-webinar-for-parents-online-teaching-learning-how-to-teach-a-child-with-dyslexia-as-a-parent

