Final Review of the Term!
Issue 34 - Friday 10th July 2020
Dear all,

This Wednesday, we welcomed back the Year 11 students for the Sixth Form Induction. Due to Covid 19, this
was delivered as a virtual event and I would like to thank Mr
White, Mr. Passarelli and the sixth form teachers for putting
on an informative event. Following a discussion, the school
felt it would be a good to try and arrange 1 to 1 meetings
with those students who are joining our Sixth Form next
September. This will enable us to see these students face to
face (these are the only students who we have not seen
since lockdown commenced) and we felt that it would allow
us to check on their well-being too. Besides this, these
meetings would enable the students to share any concerns
about starting our Sixth Form in September.

It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of our
penultimate week of another academic year! This will be
the last RBA Review of this academic year and next week
we will send out my end of year Headteacher newsletter
which will provide details about getting students ready to
return in September. We are so looking forward to September now, welcoming all the students back, and trying to reestablish some normality to school and learning. As parents
know, we are always aiming to provide the best we can do
and to achieve this it is important we constantly get feedback. With this in mind, we have prepared a short questionnaire to get feedback from parents on lessons learned from
remote teaching during the lockdown period. Please click
On Friday next week, our very last day of the year, we
the link below to give us your feedback (thank you!).
officially finish at Midday. Ordinarily, we would be holding
a whole school assembly at 11.30am where we bring the
https://forms.gle/ot4hLYynwXZroWPV6
whole school community together to reflect on the year and
In a previous RBA Review, I mentioned that the school to also reveal the `House’ winners. We also use this assemwent out to all the students to get their views on inebly to thank and say farewell to staff who are leaving us. We
quality. The pie chart below shows that the vast majority of still plan to host this whole school assembly and we will be
students state that they would like more opportunities to dis- sending out a zoom link to the students (and parents too) to
cuss inequality. The bar chart indicates that the main area
join us at 11.30am next Friday.
they would like more discussion on is racial inequality fol“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes
lowed by gender inequality. Following this, students commented that they would also like more discussion around
care of itself.”
understanding sexuality and dealing with insecurity. We are
(Henry Ford)
really grateful for the students’ feedback and as a school we
Enjoy
the
weekend.
are now going to review our curriculum and assemblies to
ensure we can respond to the student’s requests.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

Please feel free to continue to email the things you are doing to look after your wellbeing
to wellbeing@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk over the summer holidays. We love to keep up
with hoe the five ways to wellbeing are helping you and your families.

This week we have Mrs. Haywood-Cato sharing photos of her on her allotment. Not only has she
spent her time tending to her vegetables, she has been sharing these with her friends and bringing joy to others too. These photos show pumpkin trailers, Mrs. Haywood-Cato standing among
the Jerusalem artichokes, and amongst the sweetcorn!
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Poppie Law has been all entrepreneurial and has started her own business selling Smile
Bags. You can find these beautiful little bundles on Instagram at xxsmile.bagsx

Also, just a reminder that there are lots of websites to help you with advice and suggestions on how to look after yourself and others mental health, during this time, and generally.

A free, safe, anonymous online messaging support network for young people, Kooth offers
a friendly ear in a crisis. It combines the anonymity of online with friendly counsellors who can
advise teens on their own mental health, or share tips on how they can help support a friend in
need. Users can track their mental health with the daily online journal and read articles written by
other young people.

Take care and have happy and safe summer holidays,

Mrs Tweddell
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RBA Library summer holiday competition PRIZES TO BE
WON
To take part all you have to do is take a photo of yourself reading over the summer holiday.
Sounds simple, but prizes will be awarded to those taken in the most interesting places or doing the most interesting activities.
Have a look at some of the examples from last year. You may be on holiday somewhere interesting, or you might simply be at home doing an interesting activity (one of my favourites last year
was of someone sitting reading on top of a big messy pile of books – she was supposed to be
tidying her bedroom but had become distracted!)

To enter the competition either:
Email your photo to Ms Harrington at:
library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
or you can hand it to me when school starts
back again in September.
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GCSE RE (Year 9) Help & Support
Just before we start our summer holidays I thought I would write about
our plans for supporting Year 9 at RBA in regards to GCSE RE next
year. I know that for a lot of parents this is already a concern for them,
and I want to reassure them that we are doing all we can to support
students (without adding extra stress). Please find below a summary
of the intervention currently taking place to support all of Year 9 with
GCSE RE:

1. Video lessons for all - All lessons are being filmed by myself to provide high quality teaching to cover the topic in detail the first time
around.
2. Interactive quizzes - A new platform for students quizzing has
been launched on 'quizizz' to ensure students do not forget any
knowledge learnt in Year 9.
3. Summer Holiday Work Book - During meetings with form tutors
this week, students have been given work to do over the summer holidays. To ensure that we make the most of every minute we have.
4. Change in the order of topics - I have changed the order in which
we have covered our topics to ensure that the difficult topics will be
covered in face-to-face lessons in Year 10.
5.Support plans - Dedicated support plans are in the process of being finalized to enable every second of Year 10 is utilized.
6. Additional support - In Year 10 additional intervention has been
applied for. For example using Year 10 assemblies + form times to
help RE, using the Hall to enable Mr Stuttle to teach more whole year
groups lessons and having increased contact with parents.
Next year will be tough, I cannot hide this. However, RE has everything in place to make sure that each student gets the best experience
possible and the best grade possible. If you have any additional comments then please feel free to email myself
(mstuttle@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk).

Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
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OLD SCHOOL UNIFORM - WEAR IT, DON'T BURY IT!
(Supported by Stevensons School uniform outfitters)

It is already a known fact that children can quickly outgrow their
school uniforms - usually before they are worn out. Old School Uniform is an online platform where you can give away or sell second
hand school uniforms.
It's free to use and has been designed to connect local school communities in a practical way.
So, by not only saving the planet, you can also help FoRBA to raise
funds to benefit all Students.

So, if you have school uniforms that your kids have out-grown, no
longer use or have never worn, please donate these items to FoRBA,
or if you are looking for a second-hand school uniform for your child,
this is the place to start.
Register for free at https://www.oldschooluniform.co.uk/ and select
Robert Barclay Academy to see the items for sale.
Please contact forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk if you have any
questions.
Thank you for your continued support.
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!

This week's winner is:

Ms Cairns
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”

Click “Support now”
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Have you been watching our Thought For The Day (TFTD) videos on
social media. Up until the end of term we will be having a video
each day from members of staff who are desperate to say hello and
give you all something to think about. I just want to say a BIG thank
you to all the members of staff who have got involved with this! I
bet you can't wait to see who else will be appearing and what
thoughts they have got for you?
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
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Students can email Ms. Harrington if they would like a book at::
library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk;
•You may request a particular book, or a book by a particular author, or a

book in a particular style (i.e. funny), or just something completely new and
different;
•

Ms. Harrington will email students to tell them whether we have the book
they want or not;
•

Students can have up to 3 books;

•

They must return any overdue books first when they come to pick up their
new book/s;
•

The library continues to remain closed, instead the books will be ready for
students in reception.

PLEASE USE THIS OPPORTUNITY TO REFRESH YOUR BOOKS
WITH UPTO 3 NEW BOOKS FOR YOUR SUMMER READING.

Well Done to Kacie-Louise Miller for completing the Resilience course provided by Eton
College. I am glad that you have made the most of this opportunity and enjoyed completing the course. I love to see what the pupils have been up to during their time in
Lockdown. Therefore if any other Year 11s have completed this course that I sent you
information about, I would love to hear your thoughts on it.
Thanks,
Sophie Melhuish
Head of Year 11
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This art challenge is open to all students, parents
and teachers.
This is an easy way for everyone to create a small,
personal artwork reminder of the past 100 days. It’s
also a way of appreciating the positives!

Then carefully cut out your
hand shape.

Now think . . .
What did you love about being in lockdown?
What will you miss?
What got you through it?
Write your name first then decorate your
hand to show your answers.
Now . . .
Drop it off at school
or
Post it to the school (Att. Mrs Jenks Art Dept.)
or
Take a well-lit photo from
directly above and email it to Mrs Jenks

ljenks@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
All in by Monday 13th July please.
Thank you!
Mrs Jenks
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