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Dear all,  
 

This week students have been attending their House 
Assemblies. As parents will know, we introduced a House 

System a few years ago to further support older students working 

with younger students and thus help them to settle into secondary 

school life. In addition to this, the House system provides really good 

opportunities for older students to develop their leadership  

skills, one of our key aims. This week, the Sixth Form House Lead-

ers have been leading the assemblies by sharing who they are and 

what their plans are for this year for their House. I would like to thank 

Mr Gant for supporting and overseeing the House system this year 

and may the best House win! 

 
Along with local organisations who use the school’s 
swimming pool, we are working together to refurbish 
the facility. Swimming pools are notoriously expensive to 

run and maintain which explains why over the past fifteen years 

many schools which used to have a swimming pool no longer have 

one. In addition to this, over the past five years the Government 

have significantly cut school funding meaning there is less money 

available to maintain these additional facilities. We know the im-

portance of having a swimming pool in the local community and we 

have worked hard to ensure the pool (casing and water) is well 

maintained to a high standard. We have now reached a stage where 

we need to refurbish the swimming pool changing rooms. To help do 

this, we have teamed up with Broxbourne Swimming Club to help 

raise the money. I know many parents have already contributed to 

this fund, thank you. If you haven’t and are willing and able to please 

click this link: 

 
https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/rba-refurb 

 
On the subject of raising money, last Friday, the 
whole school community came together to raise 
money for McMillan Cancer Charity. Overall, the school 

raised over £450 for McMillan and I would like to thank Ms 

Melhuish, Mr Gant, the Heads of Years and all the students involved 

for their fantastic support. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
                   Winners of our Bake Off! 
On Thursday it was nice to welcome the parents of 
Year 7 students and the evening was used to review 
and check on the students’ transition. At RBA, we rec-

ognise the importance of a good transition from Primary to 

Secondary School. We recognise that it is important to maintain 

students’ wellbeing and learning as they make the transition from 

primary to secondary school. It was pleasing to receive positive 

feedback that the Year 7 students have settled in well and that they 

are enjoying RBA. There are two more parental events please  see 

calendar below. 
 

With a few weeks left until the end of the first half 
term, it is the perfect opportunity to reflect and re-
view on the quality of work that our students are pro-
ducing.  Our presentation policy indicates that students work 

should all have a title, the date and the work should highlight wheth-

er the piece of work is classwork or homework.  All of these ele-

ments should be underlined.  Students should also always use a 

ruler when drawing any lines (eg tables, graphs etc) and diagrams 

should be drawn in pencil. Students should be responding to teach-

ers’ feedback in red pen, by doing so they will be going over any 

misconceptions.  I would ask parents to take a look over their child’s 

books and where these are not in place, to get their child to catch 

up. Thank you! 

 

“There is no excellence uncoupled with diffi-
culties.” (Ovid) 

 
Enjoy the weekend, 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Date Time Year Group Aim 

Thursday 10th October 6.00pm 12,13 How to support your child in the 6th Form 

Thursday 17th October 6.00pm 7-9 How to support and improve your child’s literacy 

https://www.crowdfunder.co.uk/rba-refurb
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Year 7 

Kacper Kos 7D  Tommy Hanness 7R 

Year 8 

Lyllia Donohue 8A  Leona-Frances Middleditch 8A Gabriel Page 8D  Nathan Thatcher 8E 

Year 9 

Kairo Anthony 9A  Daniele Jennings 9A   Louie Layzell 9A         Freddie Binet 9E             

Alycia Volante 9E   

Year 10 

Bayleigh Morrell 10E  

Year 11 

Libby Mardell-Lines 11A  Emily Pykett 11A   Taylor Elwell 11C  Abbie Ottley 11D          

Shorty Warren 11E 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers 

The school is able to offer to native speakers of many foreign languages the chance to enter themselves for a 

GCSE at this school. Students who are regularly interacting in a foreign language at home and who are able to 

read, write and listen to the foreign language may be considered for entry. 

Please note that the school will not be delivering any lessons or training to the students who choose to enter. 

This will need to be done by a private tutor, should you need it. 

In order to make sure your child is ready for GCSE entry, we ask them to sit a short internal writing examination. 

Once this shows competence to a reasonable level, we then proceed with the entry. Those who fall short are 

asked to reapply the following year. 

In order to take the initial test, please ask your child to speak to me before the end of January. As a parent or 
carer, if you have any queries regarding this matter, please email me on bcreasey@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  
Kind regards 

Mr Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 

mailto:bcreasey@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Dear Parent or Guardian, 

We need your help to warn young people about the dangers and consequences of becoming a money 

mule.   

What is a money mule?  

A money mule is someone who transfers stolen money through their own bank account on behalf of 

someone else and is paid for doing so. 

Criminals need money mules to launder the profits of their crimes.   

Young people are increasingly being targeted to become money mules.  They are approached online or 

in person, including through social media, at school, college or sports clubs.  Sometimes people they 

know persuade them to take part, often because they are also acting as money mules.  

Mules will usually be unaware of where the money comes from – commonly fraud and scams – and that 

it can go on to fund crimes such as drug dealing and people trafficking.  

Being a money mule is illegal. 

When someone is caught, their bank account will be closed, and they will have problems getting student 

loans, mobile phone contracts and credit in the future.  They could even face arrest for money launder-

ing which carries a maximum sentence of 14 years in prison.  

What to look out for 

Tell-tale signs that someone might be involved could be them suddenly having extra cash, buying expen-

sive new clothes or top-of-the-range mobile phones and gadgets with very little explanation as to how 

they got the money. They may also become more secretive, withdrawn or appear stressed. 

You and your child can learn more and get advice by visiting www.moneymules.co.uk together. 
If you are worried that someone close to you might be caught up in money muling, you can contact 

Crime-stoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

 

Please do not attempt to contact any individual you suspect of organising 

money muling. 

 

Important Notice! 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.moneymules.co.uk&data=02%7C01%7Csarah.sinden%40ukfinance.org.uk%7C23cbeeed57404c0284d308d67a1c8abc%7C70e4dd2eaab74c6aa8823b6e7a39663e%7C1%7C0%7C636830660356564940&sdata=Yaq6%2BmaS4lRxZ1089Y
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MacMillan Coffee Morning 

On Friday 27th September the school supported MacMillan Coffee Morning by 

running a cake sale at break and lunch time in the Hall. There was a stall from 

each year group in the school to see who could raise the most money by the 

end of the day, there was a range of cookies, cakes, biscuits, brownies and 

many more that all pupils had put the time and effort into baking for the day. 

There was also the RBA Bake Off competition where pupils could enter their 

baking to be judged with a chance of winning a prize. As well as the pupil’s 

efforts there was a staff contribution in the form of Mrs. Broadhurst making 

jams to sell in the staff room as well as the staff sweepstake to guess how many 

berries are inside the pie, with Mr. Cassar winning. 

The total raised was £495.92 so thank you to everyone (parents, staff and 

pupils) that supported the day by buying, baking and selling. The year group 

that raised the most money was Year 7 with a total of £169.06 so an extra well 

done to all those involved.  

Additionally, well done to Libby Mardell-Lines for winning the RBA Bake Off 

competition with her superb ‘Photography’ themed cake and receiving the 

Bake Off accolade of certificates, house points and an Macmillan badge. 

All pupils that entered the Bake Off competition will be receiving house points, 

with the top 5 pupils receiving more towards their house. 

The top 5 winners for the RBA Bake Off were: 
1st - Libby Mardell-Lines (Curie) 
2nd- Mia Blunden (Austen) 
3rd – Ayden Mustafa (Pankhurst) 

4th – Rose Gregory (Austen) 
5th – Rosie Eagle (Owens) 
 
A final thank you and well done to all involved, it was a wonderful atmosphere 

around RBA. 
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The Library, in collaboration with the Media Faculty, will be showing films throughout the month of Oc-
tober in celebration of Black History Month. Look out for  Black Panther, Hidden Figures, The Help and 
several other great films which celebrate the lives and culture of black people, and starring some of the 
world's best known black actors. 

WHEN? 

TUES-FRI    

{AFTER SCHOOL} 

WHERE? 

MEDIA ROOM 

{NEXT TO LIBRARY} 

ALL AGES WELCOME. 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU 

THERE! 

MS. HARRINGTON 

MRS. SOTERIOU 

MRS. HEYWOOD-

CATO 
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During Health and Wellness this term students are studying all about the UN 
declaration of Human Rights. After a heated debate, discussion and consid-
eration all about the document. We decided to have a little protest and pro-
duce our own placards about different important humans rights. Well done 
8C, an excellent demonstration of fundamental human rights! 
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On Thursday as a JLT we met with on your behalf a representation of 

HCL (who provide all of our food and food services at RBA). It was an 

extremely informative meeting and we grilled Clare Ponder from HCL 

about key issues that RBA students wanted raised. They would like to 

thank JLT for the questions and effort in arranging, organizing and mak-

ing this meeting such a success. Their constant drive to make the school 

a better place is awesome.  
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YEAR 12 TRIP TO THE EMIRATES STADIUM 
 
On Friday 27th September the Year 12 students were taken to the Emirates Stadium to attend an 
Apprenticeship and University fair. They had the opportunity to speak with representatives from a 
wide range of Universities across the country about courses that they offer and the benefits of 
studying at their University. Students also had the opportunity to speak with Apprenticeship pro-
viders including Virgin, PWC, Mazda and many more about what their Apprenticeship scheme 
offers and how this would benefit them. Students were also able to attend talks about UCAS and 
applying to University, writing a personal statement in preparation for applying to University and 
also talks on what Apprenticeships are, how they work and how to apply. 
 
Overall, this was a very successful trip, with students coming away with bags full of prospectus-
es, leaflets and free gifts from all of the companies and Universities who attended. We would like 
to thank Mr Passerelli for organising this. 
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Last Tuesday (24.09.2019) four students, Bethany Duer, Bethany Greaves, Mia Blunden and Tasha Blunden-
were lucky enough to represent Robert Barclay Academy at Twickenham stadium.  

 

“We were given a tour of the stadium including going on the pitch through the players entrance and going 
inside the players changing room. We also got the chance to design the schools rugby kit with the world 
known rugby brand Canterbury. This was a very exciting and unforgettable experience. For us all it was a 
privilege to walk through the players entrance to the pitch. We were all so excited. Getting to design the 
school kit with Canterbury. It was amazing and extra special knowing we would get to wear the kit in which 
we have designed”.  

      Thank you again for this experience from Mia and Tasha Blunden  
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Last Friday the year 13 Geographers took a trip to Lowewood Museum to explore the history of 
Hoddesdon. Students got to look at how our town has changed and developed over time. Students are 
now going to use this knowledge to answer a variety of questions for their A Level exams.  

Gardening Club would be grateful for donations to help us create a courtyard-style garden (using just container 
planting) in the 'Quad' area of the school. We particularly need: 

 

Multipurpose compost 

Horticultural grit 

Tools - trowels and secateurs in particular 

Large containers  

Watering cans 

 

Many thanks.  

 

Janine Barlow  



11 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

 

 

Rehearsals for Robert Barclay Academy's production of High 
School Musical are underway! Tickets are on sale now!  

 

  Adults - £7.    Concession - £3.50.  

 Family Ticket(2 Adults/2 Children) -£18. See you there!  

 

Mr. Skinner,  

Head of Performing Arts  
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Click the link below to find out: 

 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-
meals/Free-school-meals.aspx 

Are you a EU national living in Hertfordshire wanting to have a better understanding 
of the EU Settlement Scheme? 

New Europeans together with B3Living will host an information evening aimed at address-
ing your concerns with regard to Brexit and the future of EU nationals in the UK. 

Immigration lawyer Christopher Benn from Serpahus will join us to answer your questions 
and provide you with all the relevant information on the EU Settlement Scheme.  

Regional coordination for New Europeans in East of England, Michal Siewniak said: 

"It is probably fair to say that the Brexit process has changed the political landscape in Brit-
ain. It affects us all, including 3.2 million EU nationals living in the UK. Our event will give 
European citizens living in Broxbourne, Hertfordshire voice, reassurance and opportunity to 
ask our guest speaker, immigration lawyer, questions regarding the EU Settled Status 
Scheme. We hope that our get together will be useful and informative and it will help to em-
power Europeans who are still unsure about their future in Britain".   

Please note that the event is free but registration is required. You can do so by clicking on 

the Register  tab on this page.  

Michal Siewniak 

https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/services/Schools-and-education/At-school/Free-school-meals/Free-school-meals.aspx
https://www.b3living.org.uk/
http://www.seraphus.co.uk/
https://neweuropeans.net/node/2954/register
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The parents association aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school community.  All 

parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in the Summer term. 

 

Examples of fundraising events are the Annual Railway Exhibition, The Overtures Evening, Quiz Nights and 

providing tea and coffee at events and Parents Evenings. 

 

Anytime that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, whether it is a few eve-

nings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you care interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundraising, or just brining 

with good ideas, Please contact the School Association Secretary, via the school, or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
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Omega N.C. U14’s are (School Year 9 from September) are looking for new players 

to increase their squad. 
 
 
The U14’s squad train indoors on Thursday evenings from 6.30pm - 8.00pm at the Herts Region-

al College, Broxbourne Campus and play on Saturdays at Wormley Playing Fields in the Brox-
bourne & District Netball League (generally games start at 12.45pm and usually twice monthly). 

 
We are looking for those that want to develop their netball and join a relatively new Junior Club, 
showing commitment to both the training and the games to enable the squad to work together 

and build on their skills and team play. 
 

For further information, please either email info@omeganetballclub.co.uk or contact Andrea 
Kinninmonth on 07803 409994. 

OMEGA NETBALL CLUB are on the look out 

for Year 9 players to join our Juniors

Year 9 Netballers….we want you!!!

We train weekly with qualified coaches on Thursdays at 
Herts Regional College from 6.30pm – 8.00pm

OMEGA are a friendly and welcoming club, with new junior teams who will be playing in 
a league at Wormley on Saturday mornings/early afternoons

For information please contact info@omeganetballclub.co.uk
or call Andrea Kinninmonth on 07803 409994 

or simply turn up to a training session and give us a go!

mailto:info@omeganetballclub.co.uk
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 HOMEWORK 

Homework is set at RBA to foster good independent study habits, reinforce the learning in 
class work and prepare for future learning. We know that students who do their homework 
regularly tend to go on and do well in their future lesson, tests and exams. 

All homework is now set via the EDULINK app, which all students and parents should now have 
on their personal devices. Everything is also available online through www.edulinkone.com 
(school code RBA). 

There is no homework timetable. Students should receive homework roughly every 2nd lesson 
in years 7 and 8; every 3 lessons in years 9, 10 and 11; and every lesson in the sixth form. Par-
ents are encouraged to support their children by informing us when the regularity of home-
work is not as expected. 

Parents can also support students with their homework, not by knowing the answers to the 
work, but by encouraging their child to allocate the right amount of time to study, rereading 
class work before homework is attempted, using online resources to research things further. 

 

 

 

We are also pleased to announce a homework club, supported by trained members of staff, 
now runs on Monday to Thursday  from 3 till 4 in the school library. This is open to every 
student and, if you note your child is not coping with homework, this can be something you 
recommend to your child. 

Should you have any concerns with homework, please contact your child’s tutor in the first 
instance. Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 

 

Mr. Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.edulinkone.com
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Every Monday
1:15 to 1:45pm

In Room A3
Al l  are welcome!
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  BREAKFAST LUNCH AFTER SCHOOL 

DAY 7.45 - 8.30 1.15 – 1.45 3.00 - 4.15 

  
  
MONDAY 

  
  

    
Music – Whole School 

Choir (E1) 

  
ICT Microbit Club (B8) 

(DL) 
  
Christian Club (A3) 

  

  
Basketball - All Yrs 

(JM) 

  
Netball – All Yrs 
(SM/ER/LS) 

  
Gardening Club 

(JB) 

  

  
  
TUESDAY 

  
  

  
Swimming 
All Yrs (AG) 
(Must sign up 

first) 

  
Music – KS3 Choir 

(E1) 

  
GT Dance Club 

(Audition only) 

(Hall) 

  
  
WEDNESDAY 

  
  

    
History Club (A2) 

(AWA) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 
  
KS3 Dance Club 

  

  
Boys Football 
Yrs 7/8/9 (AG/JM/

KW) 
Yrs10/11 (BM) 
  
Girls Football – All 

Yrs (SM/ER/JG) 
  
Performing Arts 

Show Auditions 

  

  
  
THURSDAY 

  
  

  
Girls Fitness/ 

Dance Fit 
(SM) 

  

  
Basketball with Rus-

sell Hoops (Gym) 
(Just bring trainers) 
  
  
RBA’s Dragons Den – 

Business (MH) (N2) 

  

  
Gymnastics/ 
Trampolining - All 
(JM) 
  
Boys and Girls Rug-

by – (RH) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 

  
  
FRIDAY 

  
  
  
  
  

    
Sportshall Athletics 
(AG/RH) 
(starts after Octo-

ber Half term) 
  
BTEC Sport - Catch 

up/Revision 

(Speak to PE staff) 
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**Library** 
Open every day at break, lunchtime.   
See Ms. Harrington for more details. 

 

**Football** 
Every lunchtime on back field (up to October half term) and then on Tennis 

Courts. See AG   
 

**Table Tennis** 
Every lunchtime – equipment loaned from Student Reception.   

 

**Homework Club** 
Monday-Thursday after school in the library (3-4pm). 


