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Dear all,

I am hoping by now that all parents are aware that we will be moving to mandatory face masks from Monday 28 th
September. The developing situation with regards to the pandemic has meant that we have had to review our control measures in
place and wearing face masks now will provide further protection. I would like to thank parents in advance for their support with this
move. To date, we have had a few students (no staff) who have displayed the symptoms and thankfully none of these have received
positive tests. We are also pleased with our attendance which is at 94.4%, well above the national average of 88%.

As with most schools nationally, we shared our Open Evening
online this year. Parents may have heard that we are providing open day
tours of the school for prospective families. These tours will: take place on
Sunday; the families will be wearing face masks; the families will arrive at
allocated times; and they will be self-guided tours. We wanted to provide
families with the opportunity to visit RBA as we understand the importance
of transition ,but we are doing this in the safest way possible and with very
low risk to our school and the community.

Like our Open Evenings, many other events this year will be
virtual. For example, last night was meant to be the Year 9 Information Evening for parents. Instead, we have provided parents of
Year 9 with a short video to all the information and we ask that you listen to this to understand how you can support your child through
Year 9.

Due to Covid, we are anticipating a year of disruption. We have therefore made plans to support remote learning, should
students need to work from home. In this Review, Miss Phagura highlights that plan. Longer term, parents may have heard that we
have now committed ourselves to ensuring every child will have their own device. From next September, we are becoming an Apple
School and the plan is for students to have an iPad to support their learning in school and to also support work done at home. We will
provide more information on this exciting new development as the year goes on.

This week, the school purchased a thermal imaging device that instantly takes the students’ temperature . We will
be using this, along with our existing ear digital thermometer, with any students who present as unwell during the day, to check their
temperature accurately. If it is 37.8C or higher, then we move into the territory of Covid-19 symptoms and have procedures in place for
this eventuality.

“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but
where he stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
(Martin Luther King, Jr)

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

REMOTE LEARNING
Since the start of the academic year we have been preparing for possible Covid related absence. We wanted to share our plan as it is becoming increasingly likely that remote learning will be taking place in the near future, in some capacity. As we move
through this term, our goal is to train everybody on how to use MS Teams so that lessons can be delivered on-line through this platform. However, in the interim phase we
will be setting all work via Edulink. Our approach to providing work remotely will
change according to whether an individual, or a 'bubble' is asked to isolate.
Scenario

Work set

A student is isolating

Work set will be the same as their class will be completing that
day. It will also be advised that students use online platforms
such as BBC Bitesize and Oak Academy as an additional learning
platform.
Our main approach will be voiceover PowerPoints / instructions,
as this was well received in the summer term by both parents
and students. Some lessons may have additional links to audio or
visual clips.

Year group isolating

Once we are in a position to roll out MS Teams to both staff and students we will aim
to provide online live lessons. We will write to you again with further details once this
is possible.
We are committed to providing our students an education during this period of uncertainty. As most forms of remote learning will require technology, we are asking all parents to complete this short survey, so that we can best support your child. Please
complete this form by Monday 28th September: https://forms.gle/
nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8
Rav Phagura
Deputy Headteacher
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From Monday 28th September
face masks will be
compulsory at RBA

Please bring a plain `face mask’

•
•

✓ ✓ ✓
Plain
Disposable

•
•

Plain
Re-useable

•
•

Plain
Re-useable

•

X

Not plain

•

X
Not plain

•

X
Not a face
mask

and
a hygienic/plastic bag to put the face
mask in when you are not using it.
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Year 7

Carmine Cesario

7E

Paige Perez-Mckellar

7E

Evie O’Dowd-Twine

7C

Harmony Turner
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Year 8

Zackery Smith

8C

Callum Hallgarth
Kara McMahon

8R
8R
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We are looking for a volunteer who is a qualified nurse or first aider to help
us at Robert Barclay Academy during the current Covid pandemic.
Applicants would need to undergo an enhanced DBS check and, where necessary, supply references and evidence of qualifications obtained.
We would be grateful of any spare time that anyone has to offer.
If you are able to help then please contact the school on 01992 410800.

Coronavirus: Can my child go to school with a cold?
Please click on the link to read the guidelines from BBC news:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-51643556
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!

This week's winner is:

Ms. Cairns
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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