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Dear all,  
 

This week we continued to support and promote Black 
History Month. The school’s co-ordinator of this event, Mrs Hey-

wood-Cato, has been working hard behind the scenes to provide a 
fantastic opportunity for us all to recognise the outstanding contribu-
tions that people of African and Caribbean descent have made to our 
country over many generations. To support this, this week we wel-
comed a very special visitor, Rudolph Walker (OBE). Many parents will 
know Rudolph for his current role as Patrick Trueman in EastEnders. 
As well as starring in this series he has appeared in many TV shows 
including Dr Who, The Bill, and Love thy Neighbour to name but a few. 
We were very grateful for Rudolph taking time out of filming EastEnd-
ers to come and speak to our Media and Performing Arts students 
about his acting career. 

 
I am sure many of you saw the results of the Chicago 
marathon last Sunday where Eliud Kipchoge produced 
the fastest time ever for the 42.2km distance, clocking 
1:59:40.2 at the Ineos159 Challenge in Vienna. In doing 

so, he became the first man to cover the marathon in under two 

hours. After the event, he commented:  

 

"I am the happiest man in the world to be the first human to run under 

two hours and I can tell people that no human is limited. I expect more 

people all over the world to run under two hours after today." 

 

Not only was this an amazing accomplishment but as he states, no 

human is limited. This sentence struck a chord with me and I feel it is a 

good leaning point that we want to take back to our students, that is, 

with hard work and a real committed attitude, anything is possible. 

 

On the subject of working hard, with 5 weeks gone this 
half term, it is the perfect opportunity to reflect and 
review on the quality of work that your child is produc-
ing.  Our presentation policy indicates that students work should all 

have a title, the date and the work should highlight whether the piece of 

work is classed as classwork or homework.  All of these elements 

should be underlined.  Students should also always use a ruler when 

drawing any lines (e.g. tables, graphs etc) and diagrams should be 

drawn in pencil. Students should be responding to teachers’ feedback 

in red pen, by doing so they will be going over any misconceptions.  I 

would ask parents to take a look over their child’s books and 

where these things are not in place, to get their child to catch up. I 

continue to walk around the school on a daily basis and from what I 

have observed in lessons, the students seem to have made a very 

positive start to the term.   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In the whole school assemblies this week, our Literacy  
Co-ordinator for this year, Mrs Williams was speaking 
to the students about the importance and benefits of 
having good literacy skills. Mrs Williams shared with the stu-

dents how the reading ages needed to be able to access the questions 

on the new, more demanding GCSE exams have risen quite considera-

bly. Mrs Williams also shared the importance and benefits of regularly 

reading and how our DEAR (Drop Everything And Read) time across 

Key Stage 3 supports this. This programme is designed to ensure stu-

dents will be engaged in reading every week. I would like to take this 

opportunity to remind parents about continuing to support and ensure 

their child is reading regularly at home. 

 

 

“Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are 
readers” 

(Harry S Truman) 

 
Enjoy the weekend, 
 
 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Patrick_Trueman
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Year 7 

Teegan Barnett 7A  Danielle Markham 7A  Dolly Tripp 7A   Thomas Waller 7C 

Isabelle Williams 7C  Katie Church 7D   Poppie Law 7D   Stanley Morcom 7E 

Tilly Tomlin 7E  Freddie Cavilla 7R   Lilly-Ann Hodge-Eldridge 7R  Freya Sanders 7R  

Year 8 

Marley Leybourne 8A Raphael Asaffo 8C   Alex Emms 8C   Jenson Lawrence 8C 

Marco Trupia 8C   

Year 9  

Jaden Edwards 9A  Joshua Gayle-McCready 9A  Akai Powell 9A   Callum Vanstone 9A 

Vanessa Cerna 9C  Carmine Marro 9C   Adrian Pipernea 9C   Archie Jones 9D 

Weronika Krych 9D  Cyril Preaudat 9D   Danny Townsend 9D   Freddie Binet 9E 

Hollie Googan 9E  Olivia Jones 9E   Alysia Lawrence 9E   Harry Warby 9E 

Amelia Ziolkowski 9E     

Year 10 

Tyler Cross 10A  Jimmy Manwaring 10A  Harry Downes 10C   James Hynes 10C 

Ellie Hannan 10D  Joe Wickham 10E    

Year 11 

Louie Chillingworth 11A Kye Dixon 11A   Oliwia Jaworska 11C   Ben Clare 11E 

6th Form 

Aleah Warren 6C 

 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

The school is able to offer to native speakers of many foreign languages the chance to enter themselves for a 

GCSE at this school. Students who are regularly interacting in a foreign language at home and who are able to 

read, write and listen to the foreign language may be considered for entry. 

Please note that the school will not be delivering any lessons or training to the students who choose to enter. 

This will need to be done by a private tutor, should you need it. 

In order to make sure your child is ready for GCSE entry, we ask them to sit a short internal writing examination. 

Once this shows competence to a reasonable level, we then proceed with the entry. Those who fall short are 

asked to reapply the following year. 

In order to take the initial test, please ask your child to speak to me before the end of January. As a parent or 
carer, if you have any queries regarding this matter, please email me on bcreasey@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  
Kind regards 

Mr Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 

mailto:bcreasey@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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"Year 10 in the course of preparation for the exam this summer have been studying Buddhism and 
needed to enhance their knowledge of Buddhist meditation practices, including samatha, vipassana and 
visualisation meditation techniques. 
 
After learning about a variety of Buddhist meditation practices in the classroom, students then put 
these into practice. Students attempted breathing meditation, seated meditation (Zazen), samatha 
meditation and walking meditation as pictured. The most popular proved to be samatha meditation, the 
Buddhist practice of focusing on one central object to achieve calmness and tranquillity to reach a state 
of mind ready to engage in vipassana meditation; in particular students found the use of a candle or 
breathing techniques most helpful to focus the mind. 
 
However, as most students came to realise the Buddhist practice is not as easy as it first sounds. The 
ability to achieve full and prolonged concentration is something that needs years of dedication. Stu-
dents found their minds wandering, thoughts distracting them and their own self-consciousness leading 
them astray. 
 
It was useful for all students to truly understand this Buddhist ritual and gain a fuller understanding of 
what is involved." 
 
Many thanks, 
            Mr. Stuttle 
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On Friday 15th November Robert Barclay Academy is holding a bake sale to raise 

money for Children in Need. The bake sale will be held in the Refectory at break 

and lunchtime so please remember to bring in some money to contribute to this 

very worthwhile cause. 

You will see posters up around school and you will be reminded in form times and 

assemblies about the event. So, if you would like to help then please speak to your 

Head of Year/myself about how you can help on the day. 

If you (parents) would like to contribute to our school total then please bring in any 

donations to student reception. 

Please contribute and help us raise as much money as we can! 

Any questions please speak to Ms.Melhuish. 

Thank you 
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As part of the Sixth form Core Skills lessons students spend 2 units of study 
with Mr Stuttle covering Religious Education, Skills development, Public speak-
ing and British Values. Sixth formers complete this via a unit of study in the 
skills of formal debating. This unit is designed to cover issues to do with Reli-
gious Education in a method which will educate students in skills for modern 
professional workplace. For examples being able to public speak, rebut an argu-
ment, notation skills, chairing meetings and judging against set criteria. 

 

        Over the past 5 lessons we have had 2 formal debates on two very differ-
ent topics. I have been absolutely amazed by the progress of students and their 

engagement in the lessons. I hope that students have benefited as much from 
the programme of study as I hope they have. 

 

Finally, it is my pleasure to announce that in this week’s debate about ‘consent’ 
the opposition won by 25 points. The opposition scoring 179 and the proposi-
tion scoring 154. The chairperson’s speakers award goes to Aleah Warren. All 
students will be rewarded. Well done everybody!  

Many thanks, 

       Mr Stuttle  

Help Wanted!
Love Hoddesdon organise activities and a festive parade through the town centre on this night. 

A special guest will be there to switch on our Christmas lights and we bring in December in 
style! To find out more visit: https://www.lovehoddesdon.co.uk/ 

This year we have been asked to help. 

We have been asked to decorate a float and be part of the parade. We have had 
the idea of decorating a pink float (thank you to Zoe Plant Hire) in rainbow colours, 
and celebrating the idea of diversity with Pride elves.

If you can volunteer to help decorate the float, walk alongside the float, marshal 
the event (parents please!) or help be in the parade please let me know as soon as 
possible at stweddell@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  

We will be working with The John Warner School to represent the 
ideas of the youth of Hoddesdon alongside the development of our 

Love Hoddesdon Youth Committee. If you would like more details of 
how to get involved with this please see Mrs Tweddell



6 

 

 

  1st Round      26—10 

  2nd Round 23—8 

  3rd Round  34—26  
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WHEN? 

EVERYDAY 3-4    

{AFTER SCHOOL} 

WHERE? 

MEDIA ROOM 

{NEXT TO LIBRARY} 

ALL AGES WELCOME. 

 

HOPE TO SEE YOU 

THERE! 

MS. HARRINGTON 

MRS. SOTERIOU 

MRS. HEYWOOD-

CATO 

The film showing next week is Hidden Figures. Funny, heart-warming and inspirational, it is the in-
credible untold story of 3 brilliant African-American women working at NASA, who served as the 
brains behind the launch into orbit of astronaut John Glenn, a stunning achievement that turned 
around the Space Race. These 3 amazing women crossed all lines of gender and race to inspire future 
generations. 
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‘Every Mind Matters’ will get you started with a free quiz online designed to help 
you deal with stress and anxiety, boost your mood, improve your sleep and help 
you feel more in control.  
Try the ‘How are you?’ Quiz and get some tips to improve your health.  
The action plan allows people to create a tailored self-care plan to support their 
mental health and wellbeing.  
 
 
 
          Find your way to better mental health.  
     https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/mental-health/ 

  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/mental-health/


9 

 

 



10 

 

 



11 
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY 

Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Facebook: RobertBarclayAcademyHoddesdon | Twitter: @RBAcad 

 

 

Rehearsals for Robert Barclay Academy's production of High 
School Musical are underway! Tickets are on sale now!  

 

  Adults - £7.    Concession - £3.50.  

 Family Ticket(2 Adults/2 Children) -£18. See you there!  

 

Mr. Skinner,  

Head of Performing Arts  
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Students can buy any of the items during break and lunchtimes by going to student 

reception and paying on their thumb/dinner money account.  
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The parents associations aims to raise funds for the benefit of all students within the school community.  All 

parents are invited to attend its Annual General Meeting, usually held in the Summer term. 

 

Examples of fundraising events are the Annual Railway Exhibition, The Overtures Evening, Quiz Nights and 

providing tea and coffee at events and Parents Evenings. 

 

Anytime that parents or carers can give to help out at events, is always appreciated, whether it is a few eve-

nings a year for meetings, or a couple of hours at one of our events. 

 

If you are interested in joining the committee, attending a meeting, helping with fundraising, or just bringing 

with good ideas, please contact the School Association Secretary, via the school, or by email: 

Forba@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
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 HOMEWORK 

Homework is set at RBA to foster good independent study habits, reinforce the learning in 
class work and prepare for future learning. We know that students who do their homework 
regularly tend to go on and do well in their future lesson, tests and exams. 

All homework is now set via the EDULINK app, which all students and parents should now have 
on their personal devices. Everything is also available online through www.edulinkone.com 
(school code RBA). 

There is no homework timetable. Students should receive homework roughly every 2nd lesson 
in years 7 and 8; every 3 lessons in years 9, 10 and 11; and every lesson in the sixth form. Par-
ents are encouraged to support their children by informing us when the regularity of home-
work is not as expected. 

Parents can also support students with their homework, not by knowing the answers to the 
work, but by encouraging their child to allocate the right amount of time to study, rereading 
class work before homework is attempted, using online resources to research things further. 

 

 

 

We are also pleased to announce a homework club, supported by trained members of staff, 
now runs on Monday to Thursday  from 3 till 4 in the school library. This is open to every 
student and, if you note your child is not coping with homework, this can be something you 
recommend to your child. 

Should you have any concerns with homework, please contact your child’s tutor in the first 
instance. Thank you, as always, for your ongoing support. 

 

Mr. Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 

http://www.edulinkone.com
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  BREAKFAST LUNCH AFTER SCHOOL 

DAY 7.45 - 8.30 1.15 – 1.45 3.00 - 4.15 

  
  
MONDAY 

  
  

    
Music – Whole School 

Choir (E1) 

  
ICT Microbit Club (B8) 

(DL) 
  
Christian Club (A3) 

  

  
Basketball - All Yrs 

(JM) 

  
Netball – All Yrs 
(SM/ER/LS) 

  
Gardening Club 

(JB) 

  

  
  
TUESDAY 

  
  

  
Swimming 
All Yrs (AG) 
(Must sign up 

first) 

  
Music – KS3 Choir 

(E1) 

  
GT Dance Club 

(Audition only) 

(Hall) 

  
  
WEDNESDAY 

  
  

    
History Club (A2) 

(AWA) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 
  
KS3 Dance Club 

  

  
Boys Football 
Yrs 7/8/9 (AG/JM/

KW) 
Yrs10/11 (BM) 
  
Girls Football – All 

Yrs (SM/ER/JG) 
  
Performing Arts 

Show Auditions 

  

  
  
THURSDAY 

  
  

  
Girls Fitness/ 

Dance Fit 
(SM) 

  

  
Basketball with Rus-

sell Hoops (Gym) 
(Just bring trainers) 
  
  
RBA’s Dragons Den – 

Business (MH) (N2) 

  

  
Gymnastics/ 
Trampolining - All 
(JM) 
  
Boys and Girls Rug-

by – (RH) 
  
Art Club (C4) (LJ) 

  
  
FRIDAY 

  
  
  
  
  

    
Sportshall Athletics 
(AG/RH) 
(starts after Octo-

ber Half term) 
  
BTEC Sport - Catch 

up/Revision 

(Speak to PE staff) 
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**Library** 
Open every day at break, lunchtime.   
See Ms. Harrington for more details. 

 

**Football** 
Every lunchtime on back field (up to October half term) and then on Tennis 

Courts. See AG   
 

**Table Tennis** 
Every lunchtime – equipment loaned from Student Reception.   

 

**Homework Club** 
Monday-Thursday after school in the library (3-4pm). 

Every Monday
1:15 to 1:45pm

In Room A3
Al l  are welcome!


