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Dear all,  

 

On the very last day of half term, the students spent the 
day on their LEAD Day activities. This was a fantastic day 
and it was great to see so many students enjoying them-
selves. The Year 7s spent the day exploring anti-bullying 
through the medium of the Arts. The Year 8 students visited 
Whipsnade Zoo to learn more about sustainability. The Year 
9 students spent the day at Tolmers Camp developing their 
leadership and teamwork skills. The Year 10 students spent 
the day learning about entrepreneurship and they had to 
design and promote a product to three external business 
people (Dragons). The Year 11s spent the day in English in 
order to help them prepare for their up and coming exams. 
The Year 12s visited a University and the Year 13s spent 
time learning more about apprenticeships and applying for 
University. For those of you who follow the school on Twitter 
you would have seen the many photos from the day. I would 
like to thank those staff who led on each of these LEAD Day 
activities.  
 
At the time of writing this we have Academic Review 
Day (ARD). I do hope the appointments went well and that 
you and your child have some actions to take forward. From 
the feedback we have received so far, the vast majority of 
parents seem very happy with how their child is progressing. 
In terms of feedback, this year we asked parents to give us 
their views on line. I would like to thank those parents who 
have already completed this and ask those that haven’t to 
please spend 2 minutes completing the online question-
naire. It is very easy to do from your phone or tablet. Please 
click this link below: 
 

https//tinyurl.com/RBAfeedback 
 
In assemblies this week, Mr Wallace, the Head of Histo-
ry has been talking to the students about Remembrance 
Day. Mr Wallace used the assembly to remind the students about why 

Remembrance Day is so important and why we also wear poppies at 

this time of year. He also shared some very historic videos which high-

lighted the impact that the wars had on families. On Monday, the school 

will all come together at just before 11am for our own short memorial  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

service. As in previous years, our team of `Poppy Ambassadors’ have 

been walking around the school to sell Poppies and we have been ac-

tively encouraging students to buy and wear a poppy with pride. Please 

encourage your child to wear a poppy. Thank you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
We have a few important key events coming up. The 
first one is our Sixth Form Information Evening for cur-
rent Year 11 students i.e. September 2020 entrance. This 

will will take place on Tuesday next week (Tuesday 12th). The evening 

will start at 6pm with a talk in the hall. Following this families will be able 

to visit subjects of interest and discuss the different options choices with 

Heads of Department and A-level class teachers.  

 

“The living owe it to those who no longer can 

speak to tell their story for them."  
(Czeslaw Milosz, The Issa Valley)  

 

Enjoy the weekend. 

 

 

 

Ced de la Croix 

Headteacher 

Wear your poppy with pride 
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Year 7 

Brandon Davies 7C 

 

Year 8 

John Dabin 8D  Henry Lockwood 8D  Kie Lynch  8A 

 

Year 9 

Kairo Anthony 9A 

 

Sixth Form 

Ben Bateman  Freya Brooks 6C   Joseph Buchan 6C  Aleah Warren 6C 
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Year 9—Tolmers Activity Centre 

Developing teamwork, leadership and resilience. It was pleasing to see students coming out of their 

comfort zones and trying the various activities. 

Year 7—Anti-Bullying 

The aim of this day was for students to spread positivity and support each other with a variety of work-

shops. Working together creating ideas and discussing various topics. 

 

Year 8—Whipsnade Zoo 

Students were able to explore the  environment and sustainability. We hope they 

enjoyed their day out seeing all the animals. 
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Year 11— English Bootcamp 

Students participated  in workshops, exam techniques and walking talking mocks. 

We hope students found this useful for their trial exams as well as their main. 

 

Year 10—Dragons Den 

Year 10 were able to take part in our own RBA Dragons Den and show them to our panel from Reynolds 

food. Working together and sharing their own brilliant innovations and creative ideas. 

Year 12—UCAS Visit 

Year 12 attended Anglian Ruskin University for the day and were able to experience university life, view-

ing theit potential options. They were able to attend seminars about how to apply. 

 

 

 

Year 13—Futures Day 

Students spent their day with past student Tom Culley who led a session on apprenticeships. Discussing 

their options and application tasks. A number of year 13’s continued with their UCAS application process.  
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If you would like to read their reports in detail, there will be a board up at ARD and sixth form open 
evening for you to have a closer look.  

Well done to the psychologists for getting on board and producing some ‘eggcellent’ work!  

 

Mrs Tweddell – Head of Social Sciences  

9  

Students spent their half term forming attachments with their eggs and produced a report on how 
their attachments formed; the type and intensity of these attachments, and the behaviours these 
eggs displayed. The active learning meant that students were able to apply their knowledge of 
attachment processes with ideas about how infants develop. Their reports and accompanying pho-
tos will enhance their memory to be able to remember the processes in the exam.  

‘I found the egg task  
difficult because you 
don’t get the same reac-
tions with an egg as you 
do a baby!’  

Shannon Collins  

‘We had formed such a 
bond, that it was diffi-
cult to leave my egg 
with others. When I did 
entrust the care of 
‘Eggsy’ with a friend, 
he failed to care for my 
egg, and the worst 
thing happened.’  

 Yasemin Yusuf  

‘It was the most fun, and 
I learnt a lot about 
attachments – I will re-
member this forever’  

Skye Hayhurst 
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 There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the 

 chance to win £25,000 

 

 It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our  school 

 today! 

 Join today 

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy 

Click on “Support this school” 

Click “Support now” 

 Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week 

 

 It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise  funds 

This weeks Winner’s are  

Ms Chadwick and Ms Howard 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
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On Friday 15th November Robert Barclay Academy is holding a bake sale to raise 

money for Children in Need. The bake sale will be held in the Refectory at break 

and lunchtime so please remember to bring in some money to contribute to this 

very worthwhile cause. 

You will see posters up around school and you will be reminded in form times and 

assemblies about the event. So, if you would like to help then please speak to your 

Head of Year/myself about how you can help on the day. 

If you (parents) would like to contribute to our school total then please bring in any 

donations to student reception. 

Please contribute and help us raise as much money as we can! 

Any questions please speak to Ms. Melhuish. 

Thank you 

 



12 

 

Help Wanted!
Love Hoddesdon organise activities and a festive parade through the town centre on this night. 

A special guest will be there to switch on our Christmas lights and we bring in December in 
style! To find out more visit: https://www.lovehoddesdon.co.uk/ 

This year we have been asked to help. 

We have been asked to decorate a float and be part of the parade. We have had 
the idea of decorating a pink float (thank you to Zoe Plant Hire) in rainbow colours, 
and celebrating the idea of diversity with Pride elves.

If you can volunteer to help decorate the float, walk alongside the float, marshal 
the event (parents please!) or help be in the parade please let me know as soon as 
possible at stweddell@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk  

We will be working with The John Warner School to represent the 
ideas of the youth of Hoddesdon alongside the development of our 

Love Hoddesdon Youth Committee. If you would like more details of 
how to get involved with this please see Mrs Tweddell
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