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Dear all,

I would like to thank the many parents who attended
ARD last Thursday evening/Friday. I would also like to
thank those parents who couldn’t make the appointments
but who have now taken the time this week to come in and
see their child’s form tutor. At ARD and for our other parent
consultation evening we have been working on the students
taking the lead in the discussion and thus for them to own
their learning, progress and next steps. I have heard some
good feedback from staff of where this took place effectively.
I would also like to thank those parents who have completed
our ARD evaluation. Next week I will start sharing the results
of this feedback but in the meantime could I ask those parents who have yet to complete it to do so by clicking this link:

https//tinyurl.com/RBAfeedback
On Monday November 11th, at 11am, the whole school
community came together in the hall to recall the end of
hostilities of World War I. This year, we were joined by the
Revd Rachel Pennant who is based at Hoddesdon Parish
Church. Rachel led a fantastic remembrance service and
this was culminated by Jack Bailey (Year 7) reading out a
lovely war poem before our 1 minute of silence. I would also
like to thank James Pink (Year 11) who opened the service
by beautifully playing The Last Post on his flute. On Sunday,
as we do every year, Mr Stuttle and members of our Junior
Leadership Team gave up their Sunday morning to walk
down to the Hoddesdon War Memorial to pay their respects
and lay a wreath on behalf of the school. I would like to
thank Mr Stuttle for his organisation and support for this
event and for the students for being such excellent ambassadors.

On Wednesday evening (11th November) we held our
Sixth Form Options Evening. This was an extremely busy
evening as we welcomed many of our own year 11 students
along with others from local schools. On the evening, we
shared with students and parents the three different sixth
form pathways (ACE) that we offer. They are:
Academic Pathway (where students are guided to study
3 A-Level subjects, with at least one of these being
a facilitating subject. This is with the aim of getting
students into top Universities or High Level Apprenticeships).
Combined Pathway (where students take a mixture of ALevel and vocational subjects. This is with the aim of
getting students into selecting Universities or onto
apprenticeships).
Extended Pathway (where students study up to 4 ALevels, at least one/two of these being facilitating
subjects. This is with the aim of getting students into
Russel Group Universities).
Our sixth form provision and results have improved considerably over the past 18 months as a result of the superb
effort and leadership of Mr White and Mr Passarelli.
Finally, I took some time to visit the rehearsals of High School Musical
this week, which was taking place after-school. I can see that rehearsals
are going extremely well and that students and staff are working extremely hard. Tickets can be purchased via ParentPay or on the door.
“Our greatest glory is not in never falling, but in rising every time we fall.”
(Confucius)

Enjoy the weekend.

Picture from Remembrance Service
Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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Year 7
Sidney Cole 7A
Crystal Henrich 7A
Zackery Smith 7C
Jack Bailey 7D
Skye Russo 7R
Ellie Teixeira 7R
Year 8
Luis Ablett 8A
Abigail Howard 8A
Connor O’Dell 8C
Robyn Stilwell 8C
Molly Rook 8D
Year 9
Kairo Anthony 9A
Brooklyn Buck 9A
Year 10
Tyler Cross 10A
Mollie Green 10C
Alessandro Tomasino 10D
Katie Donnarumma 10E
Year 11
Ruby Brown 11A
Tilly Carson 11A
Jemma Johnson 11A
Oliver Lake 11A
Ellis Hayden –Smith 11C
Finlay Ludlam 11C
Katherine Hindlaugh 11D
Hannah Merritt 11D
Sixth Form
Ben Bateman 6C
Kelsey Cornelius 6C
Ellie Jones 6C
Eliz Yetismis 6C
Freya Brooks 6C
Joseph Buchan 6C

Karla Clark 7C
Poppie Law 7D

Brandon Davies 7C
Megan Harvey 7E

Kie Lynch 8A
Wiktoria Styba 8C

Alex Emms 8C
Drew Freestone 8D

Pippa Hartley 9D
Daniel Jamela 10C
Bethany Greaves 10D
Freya Walton 10D
Esther Clark 10E
Chardonnay Jones 10E
Aston Seymour 10E
Ella Forster 11A
Taylor Elwell 11C
James Pink 11C
Abbie Ottley 11D

Calum Gunn 11A

Daniel Dunne 6C
Max Dickson 6P
Aleah Warren 6C

Erin Howard 6C
Lucrezia Sanzeri 6P

Alex Volente 11C
Lauren Langsdon 11E
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Autumn Term 2020
First day of term
Wednesday 2nd Sep 2020 (see further information)

Half Term
26th Oct 2020 – 30th Oct 2020

Last day of term
18th Dec 2020

Further Information
Tuesday, 1st September - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*
Wednesday, 2nd September - Year 12 Enrolment Only (2pm)
Thursday, 3rd September - Year 7 Day and Year 13 Enrolment (2pm)
Friday, 4th September - School starts for all students
Friday, 20th November - INSET DAY (only staff attend)

Spring Term 2021
First day of term
Tuesday 5th Jan 2021

Half Term
15th Feb 2021 – 19th Feb 2021

Last day of term
26th March 2021

Easter/Spring holidays
29th Mar 2021 - 9th Apr 2021

Further Information
Monday, 4th January - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*

Summer Term
First day of term
12th Apr 2021

Half Term
31st May 2021 - 4th June 2021

Last day of term
16th Jul 2021

Further Information
Monday, 3rd May 2021 – Bank Holiday
Monday, 19th April - INSET DAY (only staff attend)*
Thursday, 8th July - Secondary Transition Day

3

Help Wanted!
Love Hoddesdon organise activities and a festive parade through the town centre on this night.
A special guest will be there to switch on our Christmas lights and we bring in December in
style! To find out more visit: https://www.lovehoddesdon.co.uk/
This year we have been asked to help.
We have been asked to decorate a float and be part of the parade. We have had
the idea of decorating a pink float (thank you to Zoe Plant Hire) in rainbow colours,
and celebrating the idea of diversity with Pride elves.

If you can volunteer to help decorate the float, walk alongside the float, marshal
the event (parents please!) or help be in the parade please let me know as soon as
possible at stweddell@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

We will be working with The John Warner School to represent the
ideas of the youth of Hoddesdon alongside the development of our
Love Hoddesdon Youth Committee. If you would like more details of
how to get involved with this please see Mrs Tweddell
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I would just like to thank all staff, students and parents for there support this year with the
Royal British Legion ‘Poppy Appeal’ 2019. It has been a very busy two weeks at RBA supporting this most important event. Thank you to my Poppy Ambassadors who have been selling Poppies around school for the past week. Thank you to the JLT who came and represented the school on both Remembrance Sunday and Armistice Day events. Thank you to RBA for
participation with so much professionalism during our 2 minutes silence.
We have had so many positive comments and feedback from this event and it was a true
pleasure to join with our local community in remembering the fallen and servicing armed
forces both past and present. Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle”

A warm welcome to the new Year 7 junior leadership team! After applying, being interviewed
and speaking in front of their peers these were the students selected to represent and support
the year group! A massive well done to all these students and I look forward to seeing all the
great things they achieve together as a team!
Mr J McInerney
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Mr De La Croix leading the Remembrance service

Revd Rachel Pennant

James Pink (Year 11) opening the service by playing
‘The Last Post’ on his flute

Jack Bailey (Year 7) reading out a lovely war poem

1 minute of silence
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I just wish to thank all students for participating in the last debate of Core Skills lessons. The classes development and progression from their first debate to the last is quite remarkable!
In the debate on legalising euthanasia in the UK, the proposition proved victorious. But every person
present is to be commended on their development of skills in terms of public speaking, leadership,
presentation, quality of argument, rebuttal of questions, coping with pressure and evaluation skills.
Thank you for your time and effort and I hope that my small unit has benefitted all students in preparing
them for life outside of RBA.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

The ‘This house believes that euthanasia should
Motion be legalised in the UK’

The
The proposition won by 47 points.
Results
DEBATING

DEBATING

ROLES/TEAMS

ROLES/TEAMS

SCORES:

Proposition:

224

Opposition:

177

Summary:

Amazing! What a final debate to end our time on. I cannot emphasize the
progress that you have all made in such a short time.

Chairpersons
Speakers Award:

WWW:
EBI:

Ben.B
Huge improvement in terms of your skills of effective questioning and
rebuttal.

Chairperson:

Tia

Timekeeper:

Shannon

Kelsey

Kai

Adjudicator:

Proposition:

Ben

Opposition:

Eliz

Charlie

Ellie

Kayla

Debate
Reporter:

Erin

-

-

Judges:

Joe

Katria

Becki

Morgan

Skye

Rebecca

Charlotte

Aleah

Rocco

Rafiu

Amy

Freya

Daniel

Yasemin

Michaela

Audience:

Passion in your speaking voice for all, engage your audience with passion!
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High School Musical Raffle
The Prom Committee are made up of a group of Year 11 pupils that would like to volunteer their time to raise as
much money as they can to support the organisation and running of their Prom in July 2020. They have already
met a couple of times this term to discuss ideas and ways of raising this money.
The first event happening is a raffle at the performances of High School Musical (10th/11th/12th December), however to run this event we need some raffle prizes!
Therefore, if you would like to donate or know of anyone that would like to donate prizes then please get in contact with Ms Melhuish and the Prom Committee, or bring in the donated prizes to student reception.

Christmas Disco
The next event to happen to raise money for the Year 11 Prom is a Christmas Disco, this will happen in the last
few weeks of this term and tickets will be on sale shortly. The event will be advertised around school and will be
open to Year 7 and 8 pupils. More details TBC…

Thank you to all the parents who came and had a look at the Book Fair while attending the ARD events
last week. There were some great books on sale, some of them very recently published and some of
them classic books from the past. Also some great bargains to be had. I was impressed with the variety
of books that had been sent to me in terms of different levels of ability and different types of cultural
appeal. I think publishers are really beginning to understand what young people want to read.
Thank you to all the parents who, between you, bought over £450 worth of books. This gives me
around £180 worth of new books to buy for the Library and I have a very long wish list, many of them
recommended by your children.
HAPPY READING
Ms Harrington
Librarian
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Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise

funds

This weeks Winner is
Mr O Smith
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as well as the
chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting our school
today!
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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