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taking place at:   
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December
Monday 13th
Rewards Trip - Yr 7 -13
14:00pm - 17:00pm

Tuesday 14th
Christmas Lunch
Yr 12/13 Cup v Chauncy - 14:30pm KO

Wednesday 15th
Flu immunisation catch ups
Yr 7 Rugby Tournament at Hertford

Friday 17th
All years ~ non-uniform
School closes 12:00pm                 

      

   

    

Dear all, 

It is hard to believe that we are coming to the end of 2021. 

This week in assemblies, Mrs Morris was sharing with the students about one of
the British Values: respect and tolerance. She shared how it is important to
respect others race, gender, sexual orientation, politics and beliefs. To help Mrs
Morris make this point, she used high profile examples from the media where
people have been discriminated against because of their sexuality and race and
she used these to promote inclusivity and diversity. 

On Tuesday evening this week, I attended the RBA Music Xmas Concert – Jingle All The RBA. There were some
outstanding solo performances on the night; indeed, it would be nice to record these and make them public so
more parents can see the quality of what is being produced. I would like to thank Miss Nicholas, Mr Mollison and
Mr Skinner and all the students involved for all their hard work in preparing and performing on this evening.  

On Tuesday 14th December, it is our Xmas lunch. We have sold a record number of tickets, so many that myself
and Senior Leadership Team will be needed to help serve the food!

You will be aware from the national press that schools have been asked to test students on their return to school
in January. We will administer the tests in the same way that we did in September, and will ensure that the testing
takes the shortest amount of time possible. Further details will follow from Mr Creasey. We will assume though
that all previous decisions around consent still stand. However, if you wish to now give consent when you
previously did not, or you wish to withdraw consent, then please email admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk. If
your decision on consent remains the same, then no further action is required.

Finally, we break up next Friday 17th December at Midday. As in previous years, the last day of term will be our
annual House Charity Day and students will be competing to raise money for our selected charity. It is also a non-
uniform day - £1 and all monies raised this year will go to Children In Need.  

This will be the last RBA Review of 2021. Next week, you will receive a short end of term letter from myself
instead. Usually, at the end of term, we say farewell to staff. However, this December, we have no staff leaving,
which is nice!

"From home to home, and heart to heart, from one place to another. The warmth and joy of Christmas brings us
closer to each other." 

(Emily Matthews)
Enjoy the weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

http://www.samuelryderacademy.co.uk/387/school-calendar-whats-on


Headteacher's Commendations 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY   /  Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801
Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

  Achievement   Care   Excellence



Thought for the Week

Year 12 and 13 Biology in Action

Gardening / Eco Schools 

Mathematics

Eighteen students currently studying A-level Biology attended a Biology in Action online conference

on Tuesday 7th December.  They heard talks from 5 amazing scientists along with an exam

technique and revision top tips session.

The first speaker, Darren Logan was involved in the scientific discovery of how COVID causes us to

lose our sense of smell.  Through his research with mice and scientists from across the world, they

discovered that COVID kills the sustentacular cells in the nose that support our olfactory neuron

cells which allow us to smell.

The second speaker, Chris Wilmott,  spoke about the use of genetic testing with a focus on the use

of home testing kits.  He highlighted the dangers of the accuracy of these tests along with other

risks involved in their use. The third speaker, Dr Helen Scales, talked us through the layers of the

ocean from the sunlit zone down to the high pressured Hadal zone but how life is thriving even in

the darkest depths of the Mariana trench.  She highlighted the importance of many species of

organisms in the ocean including a sea sponge from which breast cancer medication has been

derived.  

The fourth speaker, Andrew Steele,  hinted at the idea of being able slow down the ageing process!  

He shared why and how we age but also potential means of biologists may be able to extend the

ageing process with the use of a very specific enzyme.  The last speaker, Greg Foot, described his

visit to Mount Everest Base Camp to be involved in a series of experiments being conducted by

doctors in order find treatments for patients in ICU suffering from hypoxia (low oxygen levels).  

Overall the students found the talks fascinating and the links to their studies in Biology very useful.  

This term has been an extremely event one in Gardening and Eco-Schools club.

We have made some compostable bird feeders, picked the veg we grew over

summer and also got started on our display board. We have also been collecting

tokens for the Morrison’s Good To Grow scheme and as a school we have

collected over 420 tokens! The students have done some fantastic work this term.

Many thanks for all your support. 

Electric Scooters



RBA Reading Groups

Science

Mr Jackson’s Year 8 class has been investigating the effect of different
wavelengths on the rate of photosynthesis.

Year 8 Science enrichment club practicing naming and organising the digestive system.

KS3 Science club designing and making rockets. Year 8 students supporting the year 7's.



HABS Christmas Appeal
 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/habs-christmas-appeal

 Raising money for vulnerable families 


