
Forthcoming Weekly Events

Reporting Absences

Current Vacancies

Dear all, 

It’s hard to believe we have come to the end of the Spring Half Term. As well as looking forward to the lighter evenings now
we also have a number of events coming up next term too. For example, we have the Dance in March, which is always an
enjoyable occasion. Tickets for this and other performing arts events, such as the musical performance of `Back to the
80s’, can be purchased via ParentPay.

On the subject of performing arts, this week in assemblies the students have been watching the entries for this year’s
House Music Competition. We have had over 15 separate entries from a range of students from Years 7 through to 13.
Some of the students have been singing and some students have been showing their talents by playing musical
instruments. Following watching the entries, the students have then had to vote for their favourite entry using their iPads. I
would like to congratulate and thank all the students who entered this year’s competition and Mr Skinner will shortly share
the results after half term.

It has been great this half term watching the school slowly transition back to normality after two years of disruption. This has
certainly been helped with the removal of face masks and it is lovely to see students being able to participate fully in lessons
again without the restrictions of the masks. I would like to thank the staff for how well they have coped with the changes
and providing high quality learning whatever the restrictions. 

Even though it is half term next week, staff at RBA will be putting on revision sessions 
for our examination students. This is to help the students prepare for their next set of 
assessments prior to taking their real exams in the summer. On Monday this week, the
 exam boards finalised the examination arrangements for this summer’s exam by 
confirming what topics will be in the exams. It is becoming clearer that students will be
 sitting exams this summer and Mr Creasey (Assistant Headteacher) will share a 
summary of this exam’s information with parents shortly after half term. 

Finally, the Year 10 students should shortly be finalising their Work Experience Placements. They go on Work Experience
Week in the summer term and we have been encouraging as many students as possible to find their own placement. This
way, they can get to experience something worthwhile and linked to what they might be considering as a future career. I
would like to thank parents for all their support with this. If you need further support with work experience, please contact
Miss Nicholas, the Head of Year 10.

“It does not matter how slowly you go so long as you do not stop.”
(Confucius)

Enjoy the half term and as always this is a great opportunity for some family time and some excursions!

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

Message from the Headteacher

 11th February 2022

Robert Barclay Academy 
RBA Review

Log in to EduLink and report the absence online.

Call our absence line on 01992 410800 - option 3 
Email attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk by
9am on each day of absence.

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please:

Alternatively:

                 

 
Business and Finance Teacher

English Teacher
Teaching Assistant

 
Click on the link to find out more:

  https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies-2  

      

   

    

                        February
 

Half Term

Monday 14th - Friday 18th

Return to  School 

Monday 21st 

mailto:attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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RBA Athletics 

The boys team were crowned overall Boys District Champions plus our Minor boys (Year 7) and
our Inter boys (Year 10 & 11) teams also became District Champions for there age groups.  Our
Junior boys (Year 8 & 9) finished 1 point off second place.  All of the boys played their part with
special mention going to the winners of their individual event:  Michael (60m and Long Jump),
Myles (High Jump), Jaden (High Jump), Callum (Long Jump), Ben (Hurdles) and finally Max,
Michael, Jacob and Ethan (Year 7 Relay team).

Congratulations go to the Boys Indoor Athletics team who in January became District Indoor
Athletics Champions for the second successive time.  The annual championships, held at Lee
Valley Athletics Centre, brings together local schools to compete over a range of different
athletics events including 60m, Hurdles, 200m, 800m, 200m Relay, Long Jump, High Jump, Triple
Jump and Shot Putt.

We also saw success in the girl’s competitions with Tasha (800m) and Kudzai (200m) winning their
individual events.  Well done girls!!



This week the KS3 science club competed to see which group could build
the most advanced electrical circuits.

 
The team led by year 8’s Evie were victorious

 Science Club  Science Quiz

Dom  in Y8 won 1st place in this weeks Science boys club quiz! 

Year 9 Girls Reading Challenge
celebrated in the library

Covid Guidance

It was a pleasure to be able to give out certificates, in the Library last week, to the year 9
girls who had taken part in a recent Reading Challenge. You may remember the
Challenge, which was launched back in October, where 16 girls were asked to try to read
3 books in 3 months from a carefully tailored reading list. In the end the girls read 29
books between them and 4 girls achieved a gold certificate by reading 3 or more books. 
They were:

Ryleigh Brawn
Sofia Cornely-Lewis
Rhea Kearns-Walker

Ellie Teixeira
The rest of the girls received either a silver certificate for reading 2 books, or a bronze
certificate for reading 1 book.

Mr de la Croix handed out the certificates and praised the girls on their achievement,
reminding them of the great importance of reading to literacy, and that he hoped they
had enjoyed and benefitted from the challenge.

A group of year 9 boys will be starting this week and it will be interesting to see if they
can out-read the girls!

Ms Harrington, Librarian



Thought of the Week

 Yr 12 Perfume Adverts
This week Year 12 Media Studies students presented their pitches and ideas for a new perfume. As part of this project, students had to create a 30 second TV advert
and a print poster. All groups did a great job and have developed their skills with camera and editing in preparation for their A Level coursework next term. Well done!



RBA Library Reading Groups

FoRBA

The Reading Group books for January were Earthlings: The Beginning by Ray Star (years 7-9) and Turtles All the Way Down by John Green (years 10-13). Many thanks and a
Headteacher’s Commendation go to Olivia Jones 11E who read and reviewed Turtles All the Way Down. 
The story begins with the disappearance of billionaire Russell Pickett and a $100,000 reward for his return. 16-year-old Aza and her bubbly best friend Daisy decide to investigate.
Aza has struggled for most of her life with OCD but she strikes up a good relationship with Pickett’s son Davis. Olivia wrote that ‘Their love was sweet and kind, and they both had
common interests like the sky and stars.’
Olivia says ‘John Green portrays clearly mental health issues through the character of Aza. I recommend this book because it engenders compassion and empathy, as it shows what it is
like to live with mental illness.’ Well Done Olivia.
Thanks and Commendations also go to Jake Hall 7A, Bryony Rees-Winter 7P, Beau Lancaster-Smith 7O who read and reviewed Earthlings: The Beginning.
This book is set in a future earth where the tables have turned and speaking animals now have mastery over humans. 
Bryony mentioned the plot twists and the main characters of Peridot and Val who we keep finding out new things about. Jake liked the difference between the characters who fitted well
together, such as the over-protective mother and the daughter who wants answers.  Beau liked the mixture of magic and normal life, as Peridot learns how to use her powers. The book
ends on a real cliff-hanger that will be followed by a sequel in the future.
Well done to all the students who read and reviewed this book
Ms Harrington, Librarian



 

Sixth Form Revision Day 

JLTRBA Psychology Department

On Thursday 3rd February we welcomed Sander de Groot from MADE Training to RBA to deliver a day of revision skills and strategies to our Sixth Form students.

This was a fantastic day and very successful. Our students engaged with the sessions really well and learned a variety of ways to make their revision more effective. We are sure that this
will have a positive impact on our students study skills and preparation for their final exams.

Well done to all students and a massive thank you to Sander. We hope to welcome him again next year.

JLT busy interviewing as part of the student panel. 
RBA ambassadors! 

On Friday 11th February, the Psychology Department welcomed Ali Abass
(ex-principal examiner) to the RBA Sixth Form Centre to deliver a whole
day of revision for our Year 12 and Year 13 Psychology students.

We are extremely grateful for Ali's time and expertise that was shared with
our students. Preparation for the summer exams is well under way.



JLT Meeting 



 

RBA Events
Each year the National Theatre commissions ten new plays for young people to
 perform, bringing together some of the UK's most exciting writers with the 
theatre-makers of tomorrow.
Every year, 300 youth theatre companies and over 6,000 young people from
 every corner of the UK are producing a Connections play this year.

This year, Robert Barclay Academy have been successful in gaining the opportunity to work
with the National Theatre. Those involved have been working on a commissioned play
called "Find a Partner" by the playwright, Miriam Battye. The members of the cast have
been working incredibly hard in rehearsal and are soon to be given professional
development from our National Theatre Mentor.

"Find a Partner" is to be publicly performed on Tuesday 8th March, 6:30pm at Robert
Barclay Academy. With then being transferred to perform again on the Royal Stage at the
Royal and Derngate, Northampton.
Information regarding tickets to the RBA Performance shall be sent out shortly, and I
encourage all to attend.

I have been blown away with the dedication, the creativity and the teamwork with the cast
members so far and I'm very excited to see how well their performances go!

Mr Skinner
Head of Performing Arts



RBA Clubs Timetable Spring Term 2022

School Lottery

This week's Winner!!

 Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”

Click “Support now”

Ms M


