
Forthcoming Weekly Events

Reporting Absences

Current Vacancies

Log in to EduLink and report the absence online.

Call our absence line on 01992 410800 - option 3 
Email attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk by
9am on each day of absence.

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please:

Alternatively:

                 

Message from the Headteacher

   4th March 2022

Robert Barclay Academy 
RBA Review

 
 
 

Business and Finance Teacher
 

Click on the link to find out more:

Current Vacancies - Robert Barclay Academy

      

   

    

                              March

Monday
Trust Music Concert - Gordon Craig Theatre - 7:00pm

Tuesday
National Theatre Performance - (Hall) - 6:30pm

Wednesday
Welcome to RBA evening - (Hall) -  4:00pm - 5:00pm

Thursday
Yr 9 Parents Evening - (Hall) - 4:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday
FoRBA  event - Tony Calcott , Mediumship - (Hall) -  6:30pm

Dear all, 

As we are all hopefully moving back to normality and to `living with Covid-19’, it was nice on Thursday evening to welcome back
parents of Year 8 students for a face to face parents evening. Whilst during lockdown we were able to deliver this process well
virtually, using school cloud, I think parents of Year 8 students would agree that having not been into school for 2 years now, it was
useful to meet the teachers in person to discuss their child’s progress. I would like to thank all our families for attending.

A reminder that tickets are on sale for our Annual Dance Show, titled, `Colours of Dance’. The production will be taking place on
Thursday 31st March and tickets are £5pp and can be purchased via ParentPay or on the door. Please do come and support, even if
your child is not in the show.

On Thursday this week, the school celebrated 25th anniversary of World Book Day. The theme this year was 
`You are a reader’.  It was a real privilege to welcome back one of our own, Ray Star. Having ran her own PR
 company for 15 years, Ray turned to writing and she came into school to share her debut novel, Earthlings.  
The children really enjoyed meeting Ray and the various workshops she delivered.

This week, on Tuesday 1st March, the Year 6 students and parents found out which Secondary Schools they had been allocated for
September. We are once again full for next year, oversubscribed and with now a waiting list. On the one hand we are pleased that we
are a popular school but on the other hand it is always sad to know that we have parents and children who are disappointed not to be
joining us. Next week, we will be meeting with the parents in person to discuss the transition process. 

We have reached the mid-point of the year the mornings are getting lighter and the days longer. Typically, at this time of year myself
and the other senior staff think about what our impact has been so far this year and we reflect how much progress we have made. In
addition to this, we ask ourselves whether all the students have made half a year’s progress and if so, how do we know this. School
improvement is always about an ongoing journey and not necessarily an end goal and it’s the direction of travel that is the most
important element. We strongly feel that RBA goes from strength to strength and our popularity would support that view. We cannot
do this without the support and backing from parents; thank you!

Finally, I would like to thank parents that contribute to our Subject Review Parental Surveys which are sent out via Edulink. We really
do welcome your input as we continue to monitor and review our educational offer to ensure that we are striving to the best we can
be. To gain the best results from these surveys, I strongly recommend that you sit down with your child and complete the survey
together. Not only will this help you with your feedback but it will also allow you to engage in a meaningful conversation about school
with your child.

“It's the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.”
(John Wooden)

Enjoy the weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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Headteacher's Commendations 

Science Department

DNA
Deoxyribonucleic 

acid
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  Achievement   Care   Excellence

Living dinosaurs, designer babies, glowing animals:  Reality or Science Fiction

On Friday the 25th February Dr Anna Kloeckner (microbiologist) from Imperial College London spoke to some of our Year 10 Scientists on GMOs (genetically modified organisms) and the
process of genetic engineering.  Dr Kloeckner started off by explaining how she completed a PhD in microbiology before she introduced the topic of GMOs asking students whether it was
science fiction or true.  The first example she introduced the students to was how to make bacteria glow fluorescent green which involved scientists removing the gene that codes for
fluorescence from a jellyfish. The Year 10s seemed quite interested in the idea of having glow-in-the-dark fish for their fish tanks!
Dr Kloeckner described the 4 main steps that scientists make in order to take one gene from one organism and place it into another.  She then moved on to highlight where this method is
useful in the food industry and in medicines e.g. making insulin for Diabetic patients.  
Dr Kloekner also mentioned the benefits of GMOs along with concerns/risks that people may have surrounding this topic.  This was all very valuable to our Year 10 students as they study
genetic engineering in Year 11 in Biology as part of their Combined Science GCSEs.

GMO
Genetically Modified

Organisms





Thursday 3th March is World Book
Day. We are celebrating at RBA by
welcoming back ex-pupil Ray Star,
who has just recently published her
first novel, Earthlings, for young
people. Her novel revolves around an
exciting twist on the relationship
humans have with animals and the
environment. Ray is coming here to
talk to students in years 7 and 8
about her novel and taking a
workshop with some year 9 students,
helping them to write in their own
way about the environment.

The £1 book tokens have been
handed out to all students in years 7, 8
and 9. These tokens can be
exchanged for one of the £1 books
specially written for World Book Day
2022 or for £1 off any book costing
£2.99 or more from participating book
sellers.

Happy World Book Day

Ms Harrington, Librarian



And the first prize winner for her wonderful
short story entitled Trees was:

 
Maddi Russell

 
 

Below is a taster of Maddi’s short story and Jasper’s poem.

 Year 7 World Book Day Competition

Well done to all the year 7 students who entered the World Book Day competition. The task was to write a poem or
short story about the environment, to tie-in with our visiting author, Ray Star, and her new book Earthlings. Students
began the work in their Library lessons and were then tasked with handing in the work for the competition. There
were 92 entries, which made the job of finding 8 winners very difficult indeed. However, after much reading and
discussion we finally settled on the 7 winners and 1 first prize winner.

The Winners for their super poems were:
 

Jasper Sehmi
Sia Cooper

Daniel Monhamad
Alyssa Zinzan

The Winners for their great short stories
were:

 
Jake Hall

Taloola Townsend
Albert House

The trees cried out to Jay. He walked to school
everyday and passed the underpaid workers
cutting down trees, their movements all the same.
They  would  chop the wood, wait for it to fall and
then move on to the next, occasionally wiping
droplets of sweat from their foreheads and
sighing in exhaustion.  Jay felt for the trees, and
the workers of course having to work in the
summer heat, but mostly the trees. 

 He thought about the possibility that
trees had an afterlife. Maybe it was a
cool enchanted forest? A place with
lots of bees and squirrels and
animals that would run along the tree
branches or make their homes in
their trunks? Would it be a place
where a light breeze was always
there, making the tree's leaves sway
and dance in the wind?

The climate is changing and we are to blame,
all of the energy the water the rain,

I am the earth the earth is me,
And no one can change that apart from me,
The past is in the past so look forward to the

furture,
The future we have where we don't surrender,



Thought of the Week

FoRBA



 

RBA Events

March 14th is known as
Pi day because the

numerical date 3/14 is
the same as Pi – 3.14! 

How many digits of Pi can
you remember? Come down
to the maths department to

compete in this and many
more challenges on Pi day! 

Lots of prizes to be won!
Speak to your maths teacher

for more information. 

RBA Maths Department



RBA Clubs Timetable Spring Term 2022

School Lottery

This week's Winner!!

 Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”

Click “Support now”

Ms M



Please can we ask anyone dropping off students
at RBA to not use the area in front of the entrance
and exit gate as a dropping off point as this puts
lives at risk.

Thank you for your continued support



If any of our families are looking to support those affected by the current
situation in the Ukraine their are  many ways to do so.
Click on the links below to find out more.


