
Forthcoming Weekly Events

Reporting Absences

Current Vacancies

Log in to EduLink and report the absence online.

Call our absence line on 01992 410800 - option 3 
Email attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk by
9am on each day of absence.

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please:

Alternatively:

                 

Message from the Headteacher

   11th March 2022

Robert Barclay Academy 
RBA Review

 
 
 

Assistant Headteacher - Leading on Teaching and Learning

Business and Finance Teacher
 

Click on the link to find out more:

Current Vacancies - Robert Barclay Academy

      

   

    

                              March

Monday
G+T Dance Competition - Gordon Craig Theatre - 3:00pm - 7:30p

Tuesday

Wednesday
Y11 Conflict and Tension Webinar - 4:00pm - 5:30pm

Thursday

Friday
Comic Relief Charity Day

Dear all, 

On Monday this week, I had the pleasure of attending the Trust Music concert at the
Gordon Craig Theatre in Stevenage. I am sure the parents who attended will agree, 
it was great to be able to attend this largescale event again in person and enjoy the full 
range of musical performances performed by children from across the Trust. In addition
 to the music, RBA also showcased our amazing G&T dance students. I would like to
 congratulate the students for their excellent performances, they were a real credit to
 the school. I would also like to thank Mr Skinner, Miss Nicholas and Miss Sheldrake for their hard work and effort in
preparing the students.   

On Tuesday evening, the Performing Arts team were at it again as the Drama club performed the play `Find a partner’
by Miriam Battye in our school hall. This challenging play tackled the subject of love and the often-catastrophic methods
we use to find it! This year the Drama department have entered the school into the National Theatre Nationwide Youth
Theatre Festival Competition. On the evening, we were visited by the assessor from the National Theatre and we now
wait to see whether the students will go through to the next round. I would like to congratulate the students involved for
delivering such an excellent performance and for Mr Skinner for his hard work in supporting the students.

On Wednesday evening, we welcomed the new Year 7 students and their parents to RBA. There is no question that the
transition to a new school year can be tough. All children will experience some level of anxiety when faced with new
situations, and the start of a new school year can be a trigger for that stress.  We help to overcome these nerves and
anxieties by holding regular meetings with the students and parents so that all can become familiar with the environment
and with staff. It also allows us to talk through any concerns and set out our expectations. I am delighted with the
parental feedback that we are getting. We are now oversubscribed and this further reflects the confidence that the
community has in the school and also reflects the progress we are continuing to make.  

On Thursday evening, we welcomed parents and students of Year 9 for the parents, teacher consultation evening.
Again, it was great to be able to deliver this again face to face. As always, the attendance was excellent and I would like
to thank parents for their support.  Having read all the Year 9 reports, I am really pleased with how they have settled into
their GCSEs. When I read these reports my main areas of focus are on the students’ attendance and their attitude to
learning i.e. effort. If students are in school regularly and putting in their best effort then they have the best chance of
securing excellent progress in their GCSEs.

“It's the little details that are vital. Little things make big things happen.”
(John Wooden)

Enjoy the weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

mailto:attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies-2


Headteacher's Commendations 

Book Covers 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY   /  Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801
Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

  Achievement   Care   Excellence

Now that Covid restrictions are reducing, we would like to
reinstate the recommendation for all school books to have a
plastic cover.
These can be purchased by your child from the student
reception during any break or lunchtime.
The smaller (A5) ones cost 30p and the larger (A4) ones cost
35p, and can be paid using the same parentpay account as
the school dinner money

Please ask your child to go and purchase what they need.

Aspens Catering

It is with great excitement that we share with you that after the
Easter holiday we will have a new catering company, Aspens,
providing the school meals for our students at RBA. As a school
we are constantly reviewing our provision for our children and
our goal is always to provide the very best for them. We feel that
bringing Aspens catering on board will help us with this goal. 
Aspens are experts in school catering and have many years of
experience when it comes to school food. The food children eat
at school plays an important role in their well-being and eating a
well-balanced diet will not only maintain and improve their health
but will also set them on the right track for later life. Aspens
understand this and are passionate about serving fresh, high
quality and locally sourced food which is cooked on site in their
kitchens. 
More detail on the changes you can expect to see for your
children’s meals at school will follow in the coming weeks. 



Y11 History Revision Webinar -
Conflict and tension, 1918-39

Library News

Last Thursday was World Book Day and we were very proud to welcome back an ex-pupil from
1998-2005, Ray Star. Ray has recently published her first book for young people, Earthlings, and
is currently working on the sequel, Dominion, due out in June. 
Ray had a great day here talking to the students about her passion for animal welfare and the
environment, as well as her book and her craft as a writer. Students were able to purchase
copies of her book which she personally signed. The writing workshops, which she took with
some year 8 and 9 students, produced excellent writing from the students. We hope it has
inspired them to continue writing and may be, one day, we will be welcoming them back to RBA,
as well, to talk about their new book.
Ms Harrington, Librarian.

Students can collect a nominations sheet from Mrs Soteriou (C9-N) and
predict who they think the winners are in each category before the results
on 27th March.
There are 16 different categories and students will be awarded house
points for correct answers.

The History department has organised for History students to attend a
Conflict and tension revision webinar.

Wednesday 16th March.
4pm-5.30pm. 

An examiner will recap the story of the course and go through how to
write the best possible answers in the exam.

It will be in A2 and snacks will be provided.

Just bring yourself and a pen. 

Future dates for your diary:

- Germany revision webinar- Wednesday 23 March 4-5.30pm
- Health and the people webinar- Monday 9 May 3.45-5.15pm

Thought of the WeekOscar Nominations Game
House Competition



 

RBA Events

Sky Diving for Charity

March 14th is known as
Pi day because the

numerical date 3/14 is
the same as Pi – 3.14! 

How many digits of Pi can
you remember? Come down
to the maths department to

compete in this and many
more challenges on Pi day! 

Lots of prizes to be won!
Speak to your maths teacher

for more information. 

RBA Maths Department

Hello, I am Miss Gouldthorpe, I’m the cover supervisor at RBA, I have recently decided
to raise sponsorship and complete a skydive, the skydive itself won’t be taking place
until July 16th in Peterborough. 
The Myeloma UK charity is very close to my heart and so I am raising sponsorship for
them.
Multiple myeloma is a type of bone marrow cancer. Bone marrow is the spongy tissue
at the centre of some bones that produces the body's blood cells. It's called multiple
myeloma as the cancer often affects several areas of the body, such as the spine, skull,
pelvis and ribs.

Please sponsor my skydive, I am terrified of heights and will be challenging myself.
Here is the link to my JustGiving page:

www.justgiving.com/justine-gouldthorpe

Students thoroughly enjoying Mr Williams Ted
Talk on the Cold War , such an important topic
based on the current situation. 

Ted Talk





RBA Clubs Timetable Spring Term 2022

School Lottery

This week's Winner!!

 Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”

Click “Support now”

Miss C



MUSIC
Scholars' Education Trust

What an incredible Concert!!
 

Monday was the return of the Scholar's Education Trust Concert; students from every Trust School coming together with outstanding performances. Robert
Barclay Academy singers and band performed two great pieces, "Summer of '69" and "You give love a bad name", with also joining in with the Whole trust

choir! 
 

Our fantastic G&T Dancers gave us a preview of the upcoming talents in the Annual dance show, with performing a dance to a mix of Beyonce! Having
whoops and cheers from the audience cheering them along!

Mr Skinner, Miss Nicholas and Mr Creasey also represented RBA in the Staff Choir!
 

I would like to congratulate all the students that participated within the Cross Trust Concert - The Performing Arts Team are proud of how you represented
RBA.

 
Hope to see you and even more in the Trust Concert next year!

 
Mr Skinner

Head of Performing Arts



Tuesday night premiered the very first public performance of "Find a Partner!", the National Theatre Connections play students have been working exceptionally hard
on!

 
With a packed audience and a professional mentor from the National Theatre watching, the students performed outstandingly! Some of the cast not having performed

in front of a live audience since starting RBA; students should be very proud of their achievements in the NT Connections project so far! 
 

The students had an after-show discussion with the mentor and were very professional in the Q+A.
The cast are to now work with the National Theatre mentor to continue improving the performance, ready for another show at the Royal and Derngate, Northampton,

next month. 
 

This being the very first time Robert Barclay has worked on the National Theatre Connections project, I have been extremely proud of the cast and their efforts
throughout the process - Well done!

 
Mr Skinner

Head of Performing Arts



Please can we ask anyone dropping off students
at RBA to not use the area in front of the entrance
and exit gate as a dropping off point as this puts
lives at risk.

Thank you for your continued support


