
                              March

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday 23rd
Dance Rehearsal (Hall) - 3:00pm to 5:30pm 

Thursday 24th
Yr. 11 Exams and Intervention Info Evening (Hall) - 6:00pm - 7:00pm

Friday 25th
Dance Rehearsal (Hall) - 3:00pm to 5:30pm

Forthcoming Weekly Events

Log in to EduLink and report the absence online.

Call our absence line on 01992 410800 - option 3 
Email attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk by
9am on each day of absence.

If your child is unwell or unable to attend school please:

Alternatively:

                 

Reporting Absences

Current Vacancies

                                                This week in assemblies, Mr Rome (Assistant Headteacher) followed up our Careers                                       
                                                Week from last week by sharing further information to the students. Firstly he shared
                                                which job markets are growing the most in Hertfordshire and then he also shared
                                                with the students what key skills Hertfordshire employers said they were looking for.   
                                                Finally, in the assembly he challenged the gender stereotypes that still exist with
                                                certain jobs, which was very powerful. On the subject of careers, now that we are
hopefully returning back to normal, we have brought back Work Experience for our Year 10s (June). In addition
to this and new this year, after the Easter holiday all Year 9s will have a short careers meeting with Mr Rome. I
would like to thank Mr Rome for all his efforts for raising the profile of careers education.

As part of our drive to support students’ literacy, in Year 7 we have recently introduced 
audio reading. Audio-assisted reading will involve a group reading activity where students
 will read along in their books as they hear a fluent reader read the book on an audio 
recording. The aim behind this strategy is to build and enhance vital literacy skills such as
developing the students’ fluency, vocabulary, language acquisition, pronunciation, phonic
awareness, and comprehension, skills that we feel often boost reading scores. I would like
to thank Mrs Williams (Head of English) for leading on this new initiative.

                                               Our weekly RBA Ted Talks, which take place at lunchtime, continue to prove to be   
                                               very popular with our More Able Students. Last Friday, Mr Williams and Mr Wallace 
                                               delivered a talk on the Cold War and they used this talk to pose the question `is the  
                                               war in Ukraine a new Cold War?’. This Friday, Miss Phagura will be leading the Ted 
                                              Talk on her lived experiences of racism.

To parents of children in Year 11, I just want to draw your attention to the GCSE information support evening
that is taking place next Thursday. I highly recommend parents attend this so that you can be fully informed of
how the exams are operating this week and how we will be supporting the children.

“Not all readers are leaders, but all leaders are readers” 
(Harry S Truman)

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

Message from the Headteacher

   18th March 2022

Robert Barclay Academy 
RBA Review

 
 
 

Assistant Headteacher - Leading on Teaching and Learning

Business and Finance Teacher
 

Click on the link to find out more:

Current Vacancies - Robert Barclay Academy

      

   

    

mailto:attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/391/current-vacancies-2


Headteacher's Commendations 

Framestore is known globally for visual
effects and have a proud history creating
extraordinary images and scenes for some of
Hollywood’s biggest pictures, from Harry
Potter to the Avengers. This week, we had Lizi
and Amy from Framestore came in to talk to
our Sixth Formers about their work on current
films and possible opportunities to get into a
creative career. Students took part in a
creative task, planning and visualising what
effects would be needed using just a script
from the Fantastic Four film – costing them
£500,000!

Spare Uniform

Media Studies Careers for Sixth Form

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY   /  Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801
Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

  Achievement   Care   Excellence

Vaccination UK

Vaccination UK are visiting the school on Wednesday 20th April for  Meningitis ACWY
and Diphtheria, Tetanus and Polio vaccination immunisation for Year 9 

A letter was sent out on Edulink with an information sheet and consent form  - Please
can you ensure that all forms (even Consent declined) be returned to Student Reception
closing date 28th March 2022 

Hard copies are available in Student Reception if you need this. 

We are looking for donations of any RBA school uniforms..
 
 i.e. Trousers, skirts , blazers, jumpers,  – please drop these in to Student Reception,
Thank you!



Library News

Students can collect a nominations sheet from Mrs Soteriou (C9-N) and
predict who they think the winners are in each category before the results
on 27th March.
There are 16 different categories and students will be awarded house
points for correct answers.

Thought of the WeekOscar Nominations Game
House Competition

I’m Feeling Good
SENIOR READING

GROUP
YEARS 10-13

I’m Feeling Good Senior Reading
Group Book for March/April is:
Toffee by Sarah Crossan
When Allison runs away from home she
doesn't expect to be taken in by Marla,
an elderly woman with dementia, who
mistakes her for an old friend called
Toffee. Allison is used to hiding who
she really is, and trying to be what other
people want her to be. And so, Toffee is
who she becomes. But as her bond
with Marla grows, Allison begins to ask
herself -where is home? What is a
family? And most importantly, who am I,
really 

What A Wonderful World
JUNIOR READING

GROUP
YEARS 7-9

What A Wonderful World Junior
Reading Group Book for March/April is:
 The Somerset Tsunami by Emma
Carroll
When Fortune Sharpe carves a boat
from a tree with her beloved brother,
Gem, she's only having a bit of fun. But
1616 is not the time for a girl to be
drawing  attention to herself. She is sent
away to find work dressed as a boy.
Luckily a rich manor house is      hiring.
Yet the Berrow Hall family harbour
dangerous secrets of their own, the
suspicious owner is hunting for witches,
and the house itself is a little too close to
the sea. 



G&T Competition 'Great big dance off'

Sky Diving for Charity Local News

Reading Group Reviews

 

Hello, I am Miss Gouldthorpe, I’m the cover supervisor at RBA, I have recently decided
to raise sponsorship and complete a skydive, the skydive itself won’t be taking place
until July 16th in Peterborough. 
The Myeloma UK charity is very close to my heart and so I am raising sponsorship for
them.
Multiple myeloma is a type of bone marrow cancer. Bone marrow is the spongy tissue
at the centre of some bones that produces the body's blood cells. It's called multiple
myeloma as the cancer often affects several areas of the body, such as the spine, skull,
pelvis and ribs.

Please sponsor my skydive, I am terrified of heights and will be challenging myself.
Here is the link to my JustGiving page:

www.justgiving.com/justine-gouldthorpe

Well done to Jake Hall of 7A who gets a Commendation for reading and reviewing the
Junior Reading Group Book for February, Children of Eden.
The book is set in the far future where the Earth has been destroyed and is too polluted
for people to go outside, so the survivors live in an artificial under cover world. Inside
space is tight and it is against the law for parents to have more than one child. The story
is told from the point of view of a second child called Rowan, who must stay hidden.
However, her life takes a dramatic turn when she discovers that there is a community of
second children, all hidden away like her. 
Jake said that he really enjoyed the book and liked the future aspect of it. He said it had
lots of action and was a real page-turner, which he would definitely recommend.
Also, a huge thank you and Commendation go to Olivia Jones in 11E for reading and
reviewing the Senior Reading Group book, Silence is Goldfish.
Tess is part of a loving family, but one day she receives some devastating news about
her father. Without giving too much of the plot away, the news sends Tess into a long
silence, as she struggles with all the conflicting emotions inside of her. Olivia says that
‘Pitcher relates a tale of betrayal, mis-steps and a slide into mental instability.’
Olivia also said that she enjoyed the book and the shock news about Tess’s father really
surprised her. She found the book very relatable to real people.
Ms Harrington, Librarian

I would like to say a massive well done to all the students in G&T who took part in 'The great
big dance off' competition in Stevenage against 30 schools at the Gordan Craig on Monday.
The students done an amazing job of performing and representing RBA! I am very proud of
all the students and hope their hard work and passion continues in dance. 

Miss Sheldrake



RBA Clubs Timetable Spring Term 2022

School Lottery

This week's Winner!!

 Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”

Click “Support now”

Mrs L Summers



Please can we ask anyone dropping off students
at RBA to not use the area in front of the entrance
and exit gate as a dropping off point as this puts
lives at risk.

Thank you for your continued support


