
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  20 Friday, 9th March 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 12th March  

WEEK 2 

14th Mar Ski 2018 Awards Evening  
6.00-7.30pm Hall 

15th Mar Year 6 into 7 Initial Welcome Evening  
4.00-4.30pm  

20th Mar Year 13 Exams Evening  
Year 11 Dance Moderation Day  

21st Mar Year 12 Careers Day at SJL  
Year 11 Dance Moderation Evening 
7.00pm (Hall)  

22nd Mar Year 7 Parents’ Evening  
3.30-7.00pm (Hall) 
 
Year 10 Diptheria, Tetanus, Polio and 
Meningitus ACWY Boys and Girls 

27th Mar Year 10 Parents’ Evening  
3.30-7.00pm (Hall)  

28th Mar JLT Trip to Sir John Lawes  
7.30am-3.00pm 
 
Year 11 Information Evening for  
Parents/Carers re Exam Support  
6.00-7.00pm (Hall)  

29th Mar LEAD Day  
(Please see Page 12 for details of the 
day) 
End of Term 3pm 

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

12th Mar Year 9 Football v Simon Balle 

13th Mar Year 7 Netball Tournament 
Year 7 Basketball v Chauncy (H) 

15th Mar Years 7-13 District Cross Country 4.15pm 
Start @ Simon Balle 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  
 

Last week presented some real challenges in terms 
of the adverse weather conditions, I would like to 
thank all the staff for their real commitment to the 
students at RBA. I would like to publically thank our Site Team 

and in particular Mr Georgiou and Mr Fisher who worked tirelessly to 
ensure that paths and walkways have been cleared and gritted on a 
daily basis. We have all appreciated their hard work to keep the 
school up and running. I would also like to thank all the parents and 
carers for the part that they have played. Here’s hoping for more 
spring-like weather going forward! 

 
On Friday of this week, I shall be attending the Broxbourne Youth Awards. I 

always enjoy these events as it is always a pleasure to see students and staff get the public        

recognition they deserve. This year, we have a large number of staff and students that have been 

nominated for various awards and I would like to congratulate them all in advance for their             

nominations. 

 

We have reached the mid-point of the year, the mornings are getting lighter 
and the days longer. Typically, at this time of year myself and the other senior staff think about 

what our impact has been so far this year and we reflect how much progress we have made. In     

addition to this, we ask ourselves whether all the students have made half a year’s progress and if so, 

how we know this. School improvement is always about an ongoing journey and not necessarily an 

end goal and it’s the direction of travel that is the most important element. We strongly feel that RBA 

goes from strength to strength; the performance tables over the last two years reflect this upward 

trajectory as does the improved popularity of the school. The school really is on an exciting journey, 

getting better each and every year. We cannot do this without the support and backing from parents; 

thank you! 

 

Finally, as we get to the end of the Spring Term, I would just like to highlight 
the following key events. Please can parents ensure they make a note of these 
events in their diaries. 

 
 

If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself. 
 (Henry Ford) 

Enjoy the weekend. 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Date Event/venue Timings 

Thursday, 15th March Year 6 into 7 Welcome Evening (Hall) 4.00pm - 4.30pm 

Thursday, 22nd March Year 7 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening 

(Hall) 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Tuesday, 27th March Year 10 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening 

(Hall)  

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Wednesday, 28th March Year 11 Parents GCSE Revision Support  

(Hall) 

6.00pm - 7.00pm 

Thursday, 29th March LEAD Day (students will be off timetable  

completing an activity) 

All Day 

Thursday, 29th March END OF TERM (last day)   
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Year 7 
 
Jaden Edwards   English  
Ruby Franklin   Food Technology  
Oliver Goodyear   English  
Florence Hill   English  
Danny Legate   Science  
Breeze Smith   ICT & English  
Summer Smith   ICT 
Jasmine Thatcher  Art   
Arthur Trip    Maths  
Alycia Volante   Art  
 
Year 8  
 
Tia-Dee Bhadesia  English  
Mia Blunden   English 
Joseph Clarke   English 
Meghan Curl   English 
Keera Dawes   Literacy 
Kelsey Donelan   English  
Katie Donnarumma  Drama 
Bethany Duer   English  
Maisie Irons-Eveleigh  English 
Wiktoria Lajkowska  Science  
Melissa Lamerton  Science   
Daisy Ruddle   English  
Leah Sharpless   English  
Bernice Sime   English  
Paolo Termine   RBA Service 

 
Year 9 
 
Hassen Boulemia  Drama 
Lewis Chaperlin   English 
Louie Chillingworth  Drama 
Sophie Darlow   English  
Lewis Emms   Drama 
Lucas Ferrandes  History  
Tobey Gower   English  
Lorena Hagland-Smith Drama  
Frankie Irving   MFL 
Jemma Johnson   English  
Libby Mardell-Lines  Drama 
Cate Morcom   Drama  
Abbie Ottley   Drama 
Sophie Saunders  Drama  
Mia Taylor    Drama  
 
Year 10 
 
Joseph Buchan   Computing 
Polly Dipper   MFL  
Amy McParland   Dance  
Aleah Warren   Dance  
 
Year 11 
 
Daniela Toro-Encalada English  
 
Sixth Form 
 
Abbie Kermode   Drama 
Emily Price   English  
Dalila Termine   English  

 
 
 

RBA School Shop is open Monday to Friday during break and lunch time and sells a          
variety of stationery and revision guides. All available to purchase from Main Reception.  
 
Payment for items can be made on your child's fingerprint.   Kelly Wood  

Lee Smith 
Student Reception  
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Ryan Boxell one of our Year 11 boys has 
successfully qualified in the half term as a 
Hertfordshire FA Referee!  
 
Another great qualification towards his 
sporting career and we couldn’t be more 
prouder.  

 
Well Done Ryan.  

 

 Geri Masucci 
Head of Year 11 / Dance 

Year 11 Parents/Carers Information Evening regarding upcoming Exams  
 
As we approach the examinations for your child, I would like to invite you to an extra        
information evening on Wednesday, 28th March, from 6pm until 7pm (at the latest). I will 
be delivering a presentation to you about how parents can support their children to do their 
best during this important time.  
 
Ms Masucci will also be present to discuss the examination arrangements and what       
happens during and after the exams period. We will also be providing parents with 
handouts from subject heads to support you in helping your child to do their best. 
 
I sincerely hope you will attend this opportunity. In order to show you are attending, would 
you kindly click this link? 
 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/
e/1FAIpQLSd_DqFTotv4Yz7gD6YPXIPQfixb1YEGgUF_XmgDT9ge814SFg/viewform 
 
I very much look forward to meeting you on the evening. Students are welcome to attend as 
well, although the evening is geared towards parental support and advice. 

 Ben Creasey 
Assistant Headteacher 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_DqFTotv4Yz7gD6YPXIPQfixb1YEGgUF_XmgDT9ge814SFg/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd_DqFTotv4Yz7gD6YPXIPQfixb1YEGgUF_XmgDT9ge814SFg/viewform


4 
 

 

 
 

I WANT TO HAVE A GO. WHAT CAN I DO? 

Micro-photograph of potato starch cells. 

Macro-photograph of a ladybird beetle,  
Cocinella magnifica, on a dandelion seed head,  

Taraxacum officinale. 
 

How can I do this? 

 
See Miss Guijarro and Mr Passarelli to find out more. 
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News from our Year 12 Geographers    
currently on their residential trip to     
Kingswood Overstrand in Norfolk with 
Miss Martin and Mr Hildrew: 
 
‘The students are loving life and have 
been lucky enough to see seals in the 
sea this morning’.   
 
More information from their trip will be in 
next weeks Review.  

 Elizabeth Martin 
Head of Geography 

 
Music Concert Club  
 
Please note from next Wednesday, 14th March we 
will be holding our Music Concert Club at lunchtimes 
in the Music Department.  
 
If you are interested in joining us, please fill out the 
sign up sheet on the Music door. 

 
  Madeleine Lewis 

Head of Performing Arts 

A number of students took part in the Welwyn 
Garden City Drama Youth Festival this week, 
performing ‘Lockdown’ by Douglas Craven.  
 
The students worked extremely hard to create 
an intense performance for the audience on 
Wednesday evening. With an adjudicator      
giving feedback after their performance, he 
gave many compliments about their abilities of                
performance...and the audience loved it!  

 Sam Skinner 
Teacher of Drama 
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Our World Book Day celebrations are in full swing this week!  
 
On Thursday during break we held the book and bake sale to raise money for the amazing charity Read for Good.  Thank you to 
those students who donated and purchased cakes or cookies for this fantastic cause. We had a mixture of book themed cakes     
including Harry Potter, Lola Rose, Beauty and the Beast and Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 

Sponsored read for Year 7  
 
Thank you to all the Year 7 students that completed the sponsored read last week, please send your sponsor money in a marked       
envelope to Mrs Cassar and hand it into the library or pay online at www.readforgood.org/sponsor.  

 

 

For children in hospital, books and stories are particularly important – they comfort, distract, 
reassure and entertain. Read for Good provides a regular supply of brand new books along 
with storyteller visits to brighten up the days of children in all of the UK’s main children’s 
hospitals. Children unable to leave their beds can choose books from our specially        
designed mobile bookcase which wheels right up to their bedside. Because they are brand 
new, the books are safe for those at high risk of infection.  
 

I would just like to say a big thank you to all the parents, carers, grandparents, other friends and relatives and of course, the students themselves 

for showing your support with all your effort and contributions you have made.   

 Lynn Cassar 
Library Manager 

http://www.readforgood.org/sponsor
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 Sarah Tweddell 
Head of Sixth Form  

Student Finance – Parents Evening (Sixth Form Parents) 
 

 

What? In answer to the many questions parents and  

carers have about student finance, we’re running a 

free information evening to inform them about 

what student finance is available to cover the 

costs of going to university. 

 

 

When 

and 

where? 

Date: Wednesday, 18th April 2018 

 

Time: 19:30 – 21:00 

 

Venue: University of Hertfordshire, de Havilland 

Campus, Hatfield AL10 9EU 

Who to 

contact? 

For more information/to book a place, please visit 
www.go.herts.ac.uk/parentsfinanceevening 

Re: Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 

Thursday, 22nd March—3.30pm-7.00pm 

 
If you have not already booked your         
appointment for Parents Evening, please do 
so via the online booking system  
 
https://robertbarclay.parentseveningsystem.co.uk  

 
Appointments will be five minutes long and       
students are expected to attend in full 
school uniform.  
 
Any queries regarding this, please contact 
your child's Form Tutor.  

Re: Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 
Tuesday, 27th March—3.30-7.00pm 
 

If you have not already booked your         
appointment for Parents Evening, please do 
so via the online booking system  
 
https://robertbarclay.parentseveningsystem.co.uk  

 
Appointments will be five minutes long and       
students are expected to attend in full 
school uniform.  
 
Any queries regarding this, please contact 
your child's Form Tutor.  

 

  Bryony Stockwell 
Head of Year 7 

 Jack McInerney 
Head of Year 10 

http://www.go.herts.ac.uk/parentsfinanceevening
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We have kicked off Science Club this term with a new project on home inventions. Please make sure you 
join us in the next session on Wednesday, 14th March to find out more about inventions. This is an    
opportunity for pupils to show off their engineering skills and creative minds. See Mr Manek if you would 
like more information.  

 

We have started constructing our inventions, which will be an excellent challenge. In science, we are 

always willing and ready to rise to any challenge and a big part of science is being able to adapt to a   

given situation in order to gain results. It is not too late to submit designs and ideas. Watch this space! 

As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science called Doddle 
(accessible from the school dashboard or www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On this platform, we have 
resources such as quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch up on work missed or revise from 

at all key stages. In preparation for the upcoming GCSEs, we have also uploaded onto Doddle some “know-it” PowerPoints, which 
can also be located in the resources or browse tab.  
 
Selected Year 11 pupils are still invited to our Monday after school revision sessions to plug any knowledge and skill gaps and    
continue the journey towards successful GCSEs in science. We also have Friday lunchtime sessions running for 11X2 students and 
other higher tier candidates. Research has proven that taking the opportunities to use booster sessions, similarly to the completion of 
homework, can greatly improve your progress to success. 
 

Moreover, keep up to date with our Twitter @ScienceRBA to ensure you do not miss any exciting events, and to find out about our 

upcoming trips. 

 

Reminder for GCSE pupils that you can still purchase revision guides for science from the school at a reduced price, £5 for any 

single science, and £8.99 for trilogy science books. 

Separate Sciences – Student Information Sheet 
 
You are studying the New AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Courses – specifications have been shared with you on Show 
My Homework and can also be found here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 100 1 hour 45 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 2  
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the     
atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

  Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Combined Science – Student Information Sheet  
 
You are studying the AQA Trilogy Course – specification has been shared with you on Show My Homework and can also be found 
here: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF 
Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 
Higher Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification including the core practicals. 
Foundation Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification, apart from any points with (HT) written next to 
them, including the core practicals. 

How are grades awarded? – Higher tier grades 4-9, Foundation tier grades 1-5. Split grades will be awarded on an 18 point scale 

eg. 3-4, 4-4, 4-5. You must enter each of the six papers in the same tier, you cannot mix higher and foundation tier papers. 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 70 75 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 70 75 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

70 75 

Chemistry 2 
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the    
atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

70 75 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

 Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 70 75 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 70 75 

There is no coursework for GCSE Science. 

Use active revision techniques, 
don’t just expect to read and 
remember. Test yourself, have a 
friend test you, mindmap etc… 
then revisit and fill in your gaps. 

Don’t religiously do the 
paper from front to back. 
Read through it, do the easy 
questions first then come 
back to the harder ones. This 
will help get you into exam 
mode, calm your nerves and 
improve your confidence on 
the harder questions. 

Do lots of 20-30 minute revision sessions 
rather than longer blocks. It helps you to 
remember if you re-visit information on 
separate days. The more times you re-visit 
each topic, the better you will know it! 

 Revision & Exam Technique Tips 

Holi, also known as the ‘Festival of Colours’, is a Hindu Spring Festival celebrated all across the world. It signifies the victory of good 

over evil, the arrival of spring, end of winter, and for many, a festive day to meet others, play and laugh, forget and forgive, and repair 

broken relationships. Last Friday in Science, we took the opportunity to celebrate the festival of colours ourselves, see picture below. 
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Last Friday, we had our first scientific photography lunchtime session and the 
turnout was incredible. Well done to the students who showed up in their dozens 
to learn about the animals and take scientific photos. Please see some of the 
wonderful photos taken during the session.  
 
We have been experimenting for a couple of days with microorganisms being 
viewed under the microscope, so watch this space and look out on the notices for 
the next session where you may be able to capture photographs or live footage of 
tardigrades taken from moss and lichen around the school grounds.  

These are Vietnamese giant millipedes, if you managed to take photographs of the mites that run around their multitude of legs and 
got close-ups of their mandibles and beautiful exoskeleton. Please do email them to NGuijarro@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Our next subject for Photography and the reptile that caught the 
attention of a great deal of young photographers and scientists 
was Riley the Royal Python.  
 
Pupils were encouraged to get close-up scientific images of her 
eyes, her scales and the heat-detecting pits that she uses to help 
find her prey.   
 

 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

Last but not least, we had our masters of disguise; the stick in-
sects, many scientists will document photographs of these critters 
to show their ability to camouflage and as evidence of the incredi-
ble natural science and feats of evolution we are surrounded with.  
 
Please make sure you send in all photos as soon as possible by 

Monday, 19th March! 
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 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 
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Sport Relief 2018 
 
In the week of 17th - 23rd  March, RBA will be raising money for the worthwhile cause of Sport Relief.  
 
Within PE lessons during the week, pupils will be running/jogging/walking a mile dressed in Red to go with the Sport Relief 
theme.  We are asking for students to get sponsored for the challenge.  Students could get sponsored either for the amount of laps 
they achieve or simply by completing the mile. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to buy a Sports Relief wristband for £1.  Sellers will be around at break and lunch time as well as 
visiting form times throughout the week, for students and staff to purchase a wristband.  
 
Additionally, there will be a cake sale at break and lunch time on Friday, 23rd March in the Refectory. We would like to ask for       
volunteers to bake/bring cakes in to sell as well as to help on the day to sell them. If this is of interest to you please talk to Ms 
Melhuish. 
 
What is Sport Relief? 
 

 Sport improves the lives of millions of young people worldwide. It brings them together to socialise safely and have fun. 

 It improves health and wellbeing. 

 It helps them to learn and develop new skills. 

 
Money raised for Sport Relief is used to fund projects in the UK and across the world that harness the power of sport for good. 
 
We’re taking part in Sport Relief 2018 because: 
 

 Pupils learn valuable life skills. 

 Pupils gain understanding and empathy for others in the world. 

 It brings the whole school community together. 

 Our school can really make a difference to people’s lives. 

 Sport Relief money changes lives for the better. 
 
That’s why so many people come together to fundraise for Sport Relief, and that’s why we’re going to do our best to raise as much 
money as we can. 
 
Sponsorship forms will be given to students next week.  Please remember to bring in some money to support this charity event at the 
school.  
 
If you have any questions, then please talk to a member of the PE Department. 
 

 Sophie Melhuish 
Head of Year 9 / Head of Girls’ PE 
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EASTER HOLIDAYS SWIMMING 
CRASH COURSES 

  

ALL AGES AND ABILITIES ARE WELCOME ON EITHER OF OUR CRASH 
COURSES. IF YOU WANT TO LEARN TO SWIM OR IMPROVE YOUR STROKES, 
COME AND JOIN US AT ROBERT BARCLAY ACADEMY (FORMERLY SHERDES 

SCHOOL) IN HODDESDON 

  

1
ST

 WEEK 3
RD

 -  6
TH

 ARPIL £24 

2
ND

 WEEK 9
TH

 - 13
TH

 APRIL £30 

  

BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL 
  

PHONE CORY ON 07500 627009 
  

OR E-MAIL US AT  

swim.fun@outlook.com 

 

mailto:swim.fun@outlook.com
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