
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  21 Friday, 16th March 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 19th March  

WEEK 1 

20th Mar Year 13 Exams Evening  
 
Year 11 Dance Moderation Day  
 
Netball Disneyland Paris Trip Meeting 
6.00pm (Hall)  

21st Mar Year 12 Careers Day at SJL  
Year 11 Dance Moderation Evening 
7.00pm (Hall)  

22nd Mar Year 7 Parents’ Evening  
3.30-7.00pm (Hall) 
 
Year 10 Diptheria, Tetanus, Polio and 
Meningitus ACWY Boys and Girls 

27th Mar Year 10 Parents’ Evening  
3.30-7.00pm (Hall)  

28th Mar JLT Trip to Sir John Lawes  
7.30am-3.00pm 
 
Year 11 Information Evening for  
Parents/Carers re Exam Support  
6.00-7.00pm (Hall)  

29th Mar LEAD Day  
(Please see Page 12 for details of the 
day) 
End of Term 3pm 

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

20th Mar Year 7 County Sportshall Finals (Boys) 
at Wodson Park 

21st Mar Year 8 Netball Tournament 
Year 9 Girls Football v Freeman  
College (A)  

22nd Mar Year 9 Netball Tournament 

23rd Mar Year 7 County Cup Final Boys Football 
v Greneway (A) 2.15ko 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  
 

Last Friday evening, I had the pleasure 
of attending the Broxbourne Youth 
Awards which was held at the         
Spotlight Theatre. The event was hosted 
by the Youth Major for Broxbourne, Tom    
Culley, who is also our Head Boy. It was great 
to see so many local people be recognised for 
their achievements and all their stories of 
success were certainly a real source of      
inspiration. A large number of RBA students and staff were nominated for awards and we had a few 
winners too! As well as congratulating these students and staff, I would also like to congratulate all the 
other students who, as part of the Broxbourne Youth Council, supported Tom enormously in          
organising this event. I would also like to thank Ms Lewis and the A-Level music students for          
delivering a superb musical performance to the audience. 

 
This Thursday evening, we welcomed the new Year 7 students and their parents to 
RBA. There is no question that the transition to a new school year can be tough. All children will  

experience some level of anxiety when faced with new situations, and the start of a new school year  

can be a trigger for that stress.  We help to overcome these nerves and anxieties by holding regular 

meetings with the students and parents, so that all can become familiar with the environment and with 

staff. It also allows us to talk through any concerns and set out our expectations. I am really pleased 

that we are oversubscribed again in Year 7 as this further reflects the confidence that the community 

has in the school, and also reflects the rapid progress we are making.  

 

On Tuesday evening, the staff came together for an extended meeting to discuss our 
plans to review our marking and feedback policy for September. Within education at the 

moment there is a lot of talk and research being conducted on the impact of marking on teacher   

workload versus the impact the time taken to mark has on students’ progress. Since September 2017, 

a group of staff have been trialling different methods of marking and feeding back to students and 

these were shared at the staff meeting. We know that whatever the policy we move towards we are 

invested in ensuring that feedback is a) meaningful, b) enables students to make progress and c) is 

manageable for staff. Assistant Headteacher, Rav Phagura, is leading on this area and once the    

policy is finalised towards the end of this term, we will ensure that we will feed this back to parents. 

 

Final preparations are underway for our second LEAD Day of the year. LEAD Day will 

take place on the final day of this term, Thursday 29th March. These days are always really popular 

with the students, as it gives them a chance to experience a range of activities. Deadline for payments 

is fast approaching so I would urge parents, if not done so, to make sure payments are made this 

weekend. Below is a list of the trips: 

“However difficult life may seem, there is always something you can do and succeed at.” 
 

 (Stephen Hawking) 
Enjoy the weekend. 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Year Subject Venue Cost 

7 English and History Tower of London £16 

8 Science Science Museum £15 

9 Careers East Anglia University £10 
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Year 7 
 
Kayley Birch   Art 
Adam Blacklock   MFL 
Nada Boulemia   English 
Lucy Franklin   MFL 
Ruby Franklin   Science  
Vlad Harbuz   MFL 
Evann Harwood-Lawrie Religious Education 
Archie Jones   English x 2  
Olivia Jones   Religious Education 
             & Art 
Jack Martin   Science  
Charlotte McCafferty  Religious Education  
Keira Morgan   English  
Joel Morgan   Literacy & Religious 
      Education  
Cyril Preaudat   Literacy  
Martina Russo   MFL 
Rocco Trupia   Religious Education  
Alycia Volante   Religious Education  
 
Year 8  
 
Georgia Baker   Religious Education  
Mia Blunden   Food Technology 
Callum Brown   Art  
Andrea Christodoulou  Food Technology  
Alby Croucher   Art 
Bethany Duer   Food Technology  
Matilda Gumble   History & Art 

Maisie Irons-Eveleigh  Science  
Sonny Mays   Science  
Sam Mills    Religious Education 
Sophie Morgan   History  
Ruby Oliver   Food Technology & 
       Art  
Josh Wilson   Art  
 
Year 9 
 
Kaye Birmingham  Art 
Lewis Chaperlin   English 
Giovanni Devizio  English 
Teigan Gould   Art 
Ellis Hayden-Smith  English 
Oliwia Jaworska   Art 
Jemma Johnson   Art 
Kacie-Louise Miller  Art 
Sam Ratcliff   Art  
Brooke Taverner   Art 
 
Year 10 
 
Morgan Broderick Science  
Jack Parcell  Science  
 
Year 11 
 
Jake Mason  Art 
Pat Rintarak  English  
Jake Summers  RBA Service 

 
 
 

 
RBA School Shop is open Monday to Friday during 
break and lunch time. We sell a variety of stationery 
and revision guides, all available to purchase from 
Main Reception.  
 
Payment for items can be made on your child's    
fingerprint.  

 

 Kelly Wood  
Lee Smith 

Student Reception  
 

If your child is prescribed medication by a doctor 
and your child needs to take the medication in 
school then we require a parent/Carer to fill in a 
Medical Form. Students are expected to            
remember when they are meant to take their    
medication, this is not the responsibility of the    
reception team to remind students to take their 
medication. 
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Over the last couple of weeks, our DofE students have been learning about First Aid. The first session was a theory session, where 
they went through the causes and treatments of injuries such as blisters, sunburn, heat exhaustion and sprains. The second session   
involved students being shown some basic bandaging techniques for when a casualty has an arm injury. They were then taught how 
to place a casualty in the recovery position.  
 
After Easter I will be testing their culinary expertise, when they will be attempting to cook a meal using a trangia. 

 Alan Martin 
Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 

EVC / DofE Coordinator / Ski Leader  
 

Six Year 12 students, Miss Martin and Mr Hildrew spent three days last week at the North Norfolk coast. We completed both coastal 
and urban fieldwork and spent time at Cley, Sheringham, Cromer, West Runton and Weybourne.  Students are now completing their 

NEA (coursework) based on the field work.  

The students behaviour was exemplary and we all had a great time.   

 Elizabeth Martin 
Head of Geography 

Reminder for pupils attending the    
Netball Disneyland Trip in the Easter 
Holidays, that there is a meeting for 
parents/carers and pupils on Tuesday, 
20th March at 6:00pm in the School Hall. 
 
PLEASE BRING PASSPORTS AND EHIC 
CARDS TO HAND IN. 
 
Thank you,  Ms Melhuish 
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 Tom Culley 
Head Boy / JLT 

Youth Mayor for Broxbourne 

On Friday evening, Myself, Broxbourne Youth Council and Broxbourne Council had the pleasure of congratulating young people, and 
those who work alongside them, at the Broxbourne Youth Awards 2018. This year, we received 381 nominations which Myself, the 
Deputy Youth Mayor and members of the council had the pleasure of reading. There were some really interesting and touching     
stories. 
 
Part of my role as Youth Mayor involves opening the Broxbourne Youth Awards. This year, I spoke to young people about the latest 
local and international partnerships which the Broxbourne Youth Council has created. Over the last year, I have been blown away by 
the achievements of young people but most importantly, the resilience that we have seen across Broxbourne, most significantly here 
at RBA. I have been so proud to fulfil the role of Youth Mayor and will continue to support the Youth Council. 
 
In September, I will finish my term and I will be looking for candidates to run as the Youth Mayor of Broxbourne, Deputy Youth Mayor 
and five Cabinet Members (Heath, Leisure, Schools, Transport and a Social Secretary). If you are at all interested in politics or simply 
making your voice heard, please come and speak to me. I would love to invite you to join the Youth Council and you may even think 
about running to become the Youth Mayor! 
 
Please get involved as you will experience such great things that I have over the last two years. It has been a pleasure to represent 
you all and I will look forward to the Youth Awards next year where we will once again celebrate the achievements of both young   
people and teachers! 

Hoddesdon Parish Church Survey  
 
The Hoddesdon Parish Church are currently carrying out a survey across 
Hoddesdon to see how they can support the community and help it grow. 
Please could parents/carers and students take a couple of minutes to   
answer the questions to the survey and share your thoughts about the 
community in Hoddesdon. Thank you!  
  
The link is: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JTPPT6C 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/JTPPT6C
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I am now able to advise you of the subject revision sessions we are offering on the different days throughout the Easter holiday. 
Please discuss with your child when they need to be coming in to school and perhaps keep a note of the days on your own calendar. 
Further information will be provided with your child's report later this week. 

 Ben Creasey 
Assistant Headteacher 

Date Subject Start time Finish time Location 

Tuesday 3rd April 
Business BTEC 9am 1.15pm N2 

Art 9am 3pm C1 

Wednesday 4th April 
Food 11am 2pm N7 / C7 

Art 9am 3pm C4 

Thursday 5th April 
Dance 9am 1pm A2 

Sport BTEC 9am 1pm PE 

Friday 6th April 
Separate Sciences 10am 12 midday B3, B4, B5 

Trilogy Science 1pm 3pm B3, B4, B5 

Monday 9th April 
Art 9am 3pm C4 

Drama 9am 3pm E9 

Tuesday 10th April 
Food 11am 2pm N7 / C7 

Wednesday 11th April 
English 9am 12.30pm A8, A9, A12 

Thursday 12th April Maths – Invited  

Students Only 
TBC   D6 

Friday 13th April 
History 10am 12 midday A2 

Music 1 8.30am 11.30am Music Block 

Music 2 11.30am 1.30pm Music Block 

Music 3 1.30pm 3.30pm Music Block 

French 10am 1pm A5 

Monday 9th–  

Friday 13th April Resistant Materials 9am 3pm C12 
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I am pleased to announce that we now have 39 students booked onto the Ski Trip during February half term 2019. 
 
I am even more pleased to announce that the ski company have now increased our maximum to approximately 45, depending on 
year group / gender. This is because of the rooms that we have at our disposal. 
 
The total cost of the trip is £995 and includes the following: 
 

 Return flights 

 UK and overseas transfers, including all toll charges 

 Accommodation – full-board including breakfast, hot lunch and evening meal 

 Ski lessons; Ski equipment hire (skis, boots, poles and helmets); Ski pass 

 In-resort representation and 24-hour emergency service 

 Fully comprehensive ski travel insurance (including ski breakage and snow guarantee) 

 Ski trip Hoodie 

 Après-Ski activities 

 
If you are interested in your child taking part in the ski trip, please contact me on amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 
 

 Alan Martin 
Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 

EVC / DofE Coordinator / Ski Leader  
 

Esther Clark, Year 8, is performing in Hertford’s Young Idea’s upcoming production of ‘Fame’. 
  
If you would like to come and support Esther the performance runs from Wednesday, 16th May to Saturday, 19th May at Hertford 
Theatre.  

 
 

mailto:amartin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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 Lynn Cassar 
Library Manager 

World Book Day 
 
Due to the school having to close early on 1st March, our World Book Day activities took place last Thursday, 8th March instead. 
 

We held a celebration tea party for a selection of students including Library Leaders, AR millionaires and students that have shown 

excellent behaviour and a dedication to reading over the past few months. The theme was based on Alice in Wonderland with the 

‘Mad Hatters Tea Party’ and many themed games such as The Queen of Hearts Play your cards right, tea-cup ping pong, Mad Hatter 

hat throw and more….  

The students really enjoyed the afternoon. Well done to all the students involved, keep up the hard work and effort.  

Book and Bake Sale  
 

The book and bake sale has raised over £110 for the ‘Read for Good’ charity so far.  

Books, bookmarks and posters are still available for students to purchase at break and 

lunch times in the library.   

Year 7 Sponsored Read  
 
I would like to give Archie Jones, 7D, a special mention for all of his efforts in this years sponsored read. Archie has completed the 
Readathon and sent in an amazing amount of sponsor money – Well done Archie! A big thank you to you, and your family for      
showing fantastic support! 
 

A reminder to Year 7 students that took part in this year’s readathon, please send your sponsor money in to Mrs Cassar in the library 
as soon as possible – Thank you.  

 

Thank you for your support – helping your child to keep reading, raising and being amazing! 
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 Sophie Melhuish 
Head of Year 9 / Head of Girls’ PE 

g in to sell** 

During next week, 17th to 23rd March RBA will be taking part in Sports Relief. Within PE lessons during the week, pupils will be running, jogging 
or walking a mile dressed in Red to go with the Sport Relief theme.  We are asking for students to get sponsored for the challenge.  Students 
could get sponsored either for the amount of laps they achieve or simply by completing the mile. 
 
There will also be an opportunity to buy a Sports Relief wristband for £1.  Sellers will be around at break and lunch time as well as visiting form 
times throughout the week, for students and staff to purchase a wristband.  
 
Additionally, there will be a cake sale at break and lunch time on Friday, 23rd March in the Refectory. We would like to ask for volunteers to bake/
bring cakes in to sell as well as to help on the day to sell them. If this is of interest to you please talk to Ms Melhuish. 
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 Sarah Tweddell 
Head of Sixth Form  

Student Finance – Parents’ Evening (Sixth Form Parents) 
 

 

What? In answer to the many questions parents and  

carers have about student finance, we’re running a 

free information evening to inform them about 

what student finance is available to cover the 

costs of going to university. 

 

 

When 

and 

where? 

Date: Wednesday, 18th April 2018 

 

Time: 7:30pm – 9:00pm 

 

Venue: University of Hertfordshire, de Havilland 

Campus, Hatfield AL10 9EU 

Who to 

contact? 

For more information/to book a place, please visit 
www.go.herts.ac.uk/parentsfinanceevening 

Re: Year 7 Parents’ Evening 

 

Thursday, 22nd March—3.30pm-7.00pm 

 
If you have not already booked your         
appointment for Parents’ Evening, please do 
so via the online booking system  
 
https://robertbarclay.parentseveningsystem.co.uk  

 
Appointments will be five minutes long and       
students are expected to attend in full 
school uniform.  
 
Any queries regarding this, please contact 
your child's Form Tutor.  

Re: Year 10 Parents’ Evening 
 
Tuesday, 27th March—3.30pm-7.00pm 
 

If you have not already booked your         
appointment for Parents’ Evening, please do 
so via the online booking system  
 
https://robertbarclay.parentseveningsystem.co.uk  

 
Appointments will be five minutes long and       
students are expected to attend in full 
school uniform.  
 
Any queries regarding this, please contact 
your child's Form Tutor.  

 

  Bryony Stockwell 
Head of Year 7 

 Jack McInerney 
Head of Year 10 

http://www.go.herts.ac.uk/parentsfinanceevening


10 
 

 

We have kicked off Science Club this term with a new project on home inventions. Please make sure you 
join us in the next session on Wednesday, 28th March to find out more about inventions. This is an    
opportunity for pupils to show off their engineering skills and creative minds. See Mr Manek if you would 
like more information.  

 

We have started constructing our inventions, which will be an excellent challenge. In science, we are 

always willing and ready to rise to any challenge and a big part of science is being able to adapt to a   

given situation in order to gain results. It is not too late to submit designs and ideas. Watch this space! 

As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science called Doddle 
(accessible from the school dashboard or www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On this platform, we have 

resources such as quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch up on work missed or revise from at all key stages. In preparation for the 
upcoming GCSEs, we have also uploaded onto Doddle some “know-it” PowerPoints, which can also be located in the resources or 
browse tab.  
 
Selected Year 11 pupils are still invited to our Monday after school revision sessions to plug any knowledge and skill gaps and    
continue the journey towards successful GCSEs in science. We also have Friday lunchtime sessions running for 11X2 students and 
other higher tier candidates. Research has proven that taking the opportunities to use booster sessions, similarly to the completion of 
homework, can greatly improve your progress to success. 
 

Moreover, keep up to date with our Twitter @ScienceRBA to ensure you do not miss any exciting events, and to find out about our 

upcoming trips. 

 

Reminder for GCSE pupils that you can still purchase revision guides for science from the school at a reduced price, £5 for any 

single science, and £8.99 for trilogy science books. 

Separate Sciences – Student Information Sheet 
 
You are studying the New AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Courses – specifications have been shared with you on Show 
My Homework and can also be found here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 100 1 hour 45 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 2  
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the     
atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

  Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Combined Science – Student Information Sheet  
 
You are studying the AQA Trilogy Course – specification has been shared with you on Show My Homework and can also be found 
here: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF 
See page 10 for your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper.  
Higher Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification including the core practicals. 
Foundation Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification, apart from any points with (HT) written next to 
them, including the core practicals. 

How are grades awarded? – Higher tier grades 4-9, Foundation tier grades 1-5. Split grades will be awarded on an 18 point scale 

eg. 3-4, 4-4, 4-5. You must enter each of the six papers in the same tier, you cannot mix higher and foundation tier papers. 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 70 75 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 70 75 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative 
chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

70 75 

Chemistry 2 
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the    
atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

70 75 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

 Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 70 75 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 70 75 

There is no coursework for GCSE Science.  

This week we celebrate British science week, and have been     
involving all KS3, KS4 and KS5 students in activities to promote the 
importance of science and also the contributions from all STEM 

subjects (science, technology, engineering and mathematics).  

Science Week  

Here is a round-up of STEM contributions throughout the last year: 
 
March – The most remote galaxy ever detected, 13.4 billion light years 
 
April – A paralysed man can move his fingers after a chip is implanted into his brain 
 
May – NASA finds 1284 exoplanets 
 
June – China builds the fastest ever supercomputer 
 
July – the Juno probe arrives at Jupiter 
 
August – an Earth-like planet Proxima b is discovered around our nearest star Proxima Centauri 
 
September – Conservation takes the Giant Panda off the “endangered” list 
 
October – using 20 years of Hubble images, scientists estimate there are 2 TRILLION galaxies in the universe 
 
November – Russian Physicists suggest Einstein might have been wrong about the speed of light, but then retract after experi-
ments 
 
December – Biologists manage to partially reverse aging in mice 
 
January – A SpaceX rocket launched 10 satellites and then lands again on its launch pad 
 
February – A new technique to re-grow hair cells could treat hearing loss 
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 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

 

For every key stage we have created form-time quizzes on science which relate to the current curriculum. In Year 7 we had an     
exciting experiment with balloon rockets during science lessons this week. In Year 8 we have designed a homework booklet that   
really challenges the pupils in all four STEM subjects, for the opportunity to win a great prize. We have thoroughly enjoyed being in 
the limelight for the week and are impressed with the participation of all the pupils across the school. We are all very proud of our 
young scientists!  

 
For our LEAD Day this term, we are taking Year 8s to the Science Museum. Please do not forget to 
reserve your place on this trip and pay the £15 through ParentPay. 

 

 

Easter school: During the Easter break, all Year 11 single science pupils and selected trilogy pupils are invited for some booster 

science sessions, which are taking place on Friday, 6th April. 

 

In the science department, we want to pay our respects to Stephen Hawking who passed away this week, and thank him 
for his tremendous work in Physics. 
 

 

(1942 – 2018) 



13 
 

 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 
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EASTER HOLIDAYS SWIMMING 
CRASH COURSES 

  
ALL AGES AND ABILITIES ARE WELCOME ON 

EITHER OF OUR CRASH COURSES. IF YOU 
WANT TO LEARN TO SWIM OR IMPROVE YOUR 

STROKES, COME AND JOIN US AT ROBERT 
BARCLAY ACADEMY (FORMERLY SHEREDES 

SCHOOL) IN HODDESDON 
  

1ST WEEK 3RD -  6TH ARPIL £24 
2ND WEEK 9TH - 13TH APRIL £30 

  
BOOKING IS ESSENTIAL 

  
PHONE CORY ON 07500 627009 

  
OR E-MAIL US AT  

swim.fun@outlook.com 

 

mailto:swim.fun@outlook.com
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