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Dear all,  

 

I would like to thank parents for their support with providing their child with an  

appropriate face mask.  The students and staff have responded really well to this  

change, mainly because they have understood the need now to tighten control  

measures. Where some students have lost or forgotten their face mask, they have been 

able to buy one from Student Reception.  Unfortunately, we cannot afford to provide  

these free of charge and our disposable face masks cost 80p each but we do hope that  

students will only need to resort to this on very few occasions. Face masks are  

compulsory to be worn during  lesson change over and when queuing up for food at break  

or lunch as these are the key times when it is harder to maintain a safe distance from   

each other, particularly now the weather is deteriorating. 

 

The weather has definitely changed recently and the hot days we had have now  been  replaced by typical autumn 

weather. With this in mind, we are asking parents to ensure that their child comes to school now with a suitable warm 

jacket. This is very important because for break and lunchtimes, we are still going to be encouraging the students to go 

outside in the fresh air even if it is a bit cold and wet.  Please remember that we do not allow hoodies to be worn and we 

ask that parents buy plain dark coats (and warm coats which have a hood would serve the students well).  Thank you! 

 

To parents of Year 11, last night we should have welcomed you to our Year 11 information evening. This is always 

an important night as we get to go through the plans for the year in terms of supporting your child with preparing for their 

end of year GCSE exams. The staff have created a video and this will be sent to you by email later on today.  

 

This week, it’s been business as usual and myself, Mr White and Mr Passarelli have been interviewing sixth form 

students who are vying to become Head Boy or Head Girl.  This is quite a stringent process for those applying as they 

have to pitch themselves to their peers and to staff as well as attend a formal interview. At the time of writing this, the final 

results are still to be announced.  

 
 

“Knowing what's right doesn't mean much unless you do what's right” 
(Theodore Roosevelt) 

 

Enjoy the weekend, 

 

 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT? 

IS YOUR CHILD READY TO LEARN AT HOME? 

In order to help prepare your child for remote learning we are 
asking all parents to complete the following survey (takes 2 
minutes). 

Please click this link: 

https://forms.gle/nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8 

 

 

Phone:  01992 410800 (Option - 3) 

Absence Email: (Available 24 hours)  

attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

Please report ALL absences before 9:15am on the first day of 
absence and every morning thereafter.  

Mrs S. Brackenbury 
Attendance Officer  

 

Please may we remind parents/carers that Student Recep-
tion can no longer accept any forgotten PE equipment, 
lunches or books. Please check that your child has everything 
they need for their day in school before they leave the house 
to avoid them being given a consequence for forgotten items. 

If your child has an appointment which requires them to 
leave during the school day, the Student must come to Stu-
dent Reception to sign out and then please organise to meet 
them in the car park. We are requesting parents/carers do 
not come into Student Reception.  

Many thanks for your continued support. 

Student Reception Team 

STUDENT RECEPTION NEWS 

https://forms.gle/nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8


YR 8—RE G.C.S.E EXAM 

Dear all parents and students,  

I am contacting you because all students are watching a virtual as-
sembly led by Mr Stuttle (Head of RE) this morning during form 
time, this includes information about their RE exam in year 10 and 
guidance on what will be covered and what they can do to support 
themselves.  

Therefore, I feel that it would beneficial if you as parents had the 
link to watch it too, or maybe watch it with your child again to en-
sure that they understand what revision that they need to be com-
pleting as well as the next steps and key dates for them in RE.  

This will be the first real GCSE exam they sit and while it seems 
quite far away, setting them up with good habits for this GCSE is a 
great way to build their skills and confidence to tackle the remainder 
of their GCSE's in Y11. 

  

Please click on the link below to watch the assembly: 

  

https://www.loom.com/share/ba70bf4662ef484f95004049fb931706  

  

If you have an questions then please either talk to your child's form 
tutor, Mr Stuttle or myself. 

  

Thank you, 
 

 Mr G Rome 

 Head of Year 8 
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YEAR 7 NEWS 

HEADTEACHER  

COMMENDATIONS 

There are two virtual presentations for parents next week. The link 
for these videos will be sent out via email. 

Thursday 8th October  

Literacy Parents Information Evening 

Mrs Hart will be providing a short video on how you can support 
your child at home with developing their literacy 

Sixth Form Information Evening 

 

VIRTUAL PRESENTATIONS FOR NEXT WEEK 

Dear Parents,  

The Year 7's will be undertaking the CATS 
test next week. This test allows us to record 
the ability of the year 7’s, which this year, 
more than ever, is incredibly important for us 
to understand the current academic ability of 
your child, which will inform our teaching. 
The results of the test will not be reported 
and will be used internally along with as-
sessments throughout the year to determine 
our intervention and support where need-
ed.   

You will be receiving an email the day be-
fore the test reminding you about the test. 
However students will need to bring in head-
phones (3.5 jack as for phones etc) to allow 
them to undertake the test online.  

Thank you for your support. 

Kind regards, 

Thomas Hutchinson 
Head of Year 7 and History Teacher 

Katie Church 8D 

Molly Rook 9D 

Martina Russo 10C 

Pippa Hartley 10D 

Cyril Preaudat 10D 

Esther Clark 11E 

Katie Donnarumma 11E 

Hassen Boulemia 12A 

Melissa Carter 12A 

James Pink 12A 

Kye Dixon 12E 

Harvey Durkin 12E 

Samuel Hagger 12E 

Kacie-Louise Miller 12E 

Molly Mills 12E 

Aston Steel 12E 

Emilia Pizzo 13D 

Louisa Pizzo 13D 

The Sixth Form leadership team will be providing a short video to 
parents/carers and students in the Sixth Form. This will include 
basic information, plans for this year and how parents/carers can 
support their child. 

https://www.loom.com/share/ba70bf4662ef484f95004049fb931706


Year 10 RE 

 

Good afternoon all parents and pupils, 

 

I am contacting you because all pupils watched a virtual assembly led by Mr Stuttle 
(Head of RE) this week during form time, that included information about their RE exam 
and guidance on what will be covered and what they can do to support themselves. 

 

Therefore I thought that it would beneficial if you as parents had the link to watch it, or 
maybe watch it with your child again to ensure that they understand what revision that 
they need to be completing as well as the next steps and key dates for them in RE. 

 

Please also make note that no equipment will be lent out during the exam so please 
ensure that your child has all the equipment that they need. 

 

Please click on the link below to watch the assembly: 

 

https://www.loom.com/share/5a583af8f1344819b642b2f73285834b 

 

If you have an questions then please either talk to your child's form tutor, Mr Stuttle or 
myself. 

 

Thank you 

 

 

 Ms S Melhuish 
 PE Teacher 

H  Head of Year 10 

YR 10—RE G.C.S.E EXAM 
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Time Year 7-8 Time Year 9-10 Time Year 11-13 

On arrival all students must go straight to form rooms 

8:40-8:55 Form Time/ Assembly 8:40-8:55 Form Time/ Assembly 8:40-8:55 Form Time/ Assembly 

8:55-9:55 Period 1 8:55-9:55 Period 1 8:55-9:55 Period 1 

9:55-10:30 Period 2 9:55-10:20 Break 

9:55-10:55 Period 2 
10:30-10:55 Break 

10:20-11:15 

Period 2 
  

10:55-11:15 Period 2 (cont) 10:55-11:15 Break 

11:15-12:15 Period 3 11:15-12:15 Period 3 11:15-12:15 Period 3 

12:15-12:45 Period 4 12:15-12:45 Lunch 

12:15-13:15 Period 4 
12:45-13:15 Lunch 

12:45-13:50 Period 4 
13:15-13:50 Period 4 13:15-13:50 Lunch 

13:50-14:45 Period 5 13:50-14:55 Period 5 13:50-15:00 Period 5 

RBA TIMETABLE 

We are looking for a volunteer who 

is a  qualified nurse or first aider to 

help us at Robert Barclay Academy 

during the current Covid pandemic. 

Applicants would need to undergo 

an enhanced DBS check and, where 

necessary, supply references and 

evidence of qualifications obtained.  

We would be grateful of any spare 

time that anyone has to offer.  

If you are able to help then please 

contact the school on 01992 410800. 

https://www.loom.com/share/5a583af8f1344819b642b2f73285834b


FUNDRAISING ESSENTIAL EVERYDAY EQUIPMENT 

  Achievement   Care   Excellence 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 

SMSC, BV AND CITZ 

Albert Calin has been playing professional tennis for a while now. 

Recently he has played in the grade 4 men’s tournament where he reached the 

finals and Grade 3 under 16’s in the Harlow Winter Tournament where he won 

the competition. 

The event was a high rated tournament with many excellent players. Albert 

won his way to victory against seeded nr 1 in Semi-Final and seeded nr 2 in the 

Final. 

At Robert Barclay Academy we are always happy to share our students’ 

achievements whether these are in school or out. Albert has shown fantastic 

dedication and commitment to the sport and we are very proud of his high-

level efforts in representing RBA. 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

On Friday 25th September the school supported MacMil-

lan Coffee Morning by staff, pupils and parents donating 

online. As well as this, in the staff room was a staff 

sweepstake to guess how many sprinkles on a cake, 

with Mr Rome winning. And Year 9 raised money 

through a raffle. 

The total raised was £471.50 so thank you so much to 

everyone (parents, staff and pupils) that supported the 

day and donated.  

There is still time if you would like to donate via this 

link: 

https://thyg.uk/BUU004099159 

I hope that next year we can return to our ‘normal’ day 

with cakes galore! 

Below is the list of equipment that is required by all students.  

 
 

• 3x black pens • 1x yellow highlighter 

• 1x blue pen • Ruler 

• 1x green pen • Eraser 

• 1x red pen 

• 2x HB pencils 

• Sharpener 

• 12x coloured pencils 

• Scientific          

Calculator 
• Pritt glue stick 

•  Geometric Set  •   Collins English Dictionary 

This week our staff have been further enhancing our curriculum at RBA by clearly identifying how we support to develop a 
well-rounded pupil. As you can see staff have been developing displays and making explicit links to how they are specifi-
cally developing your son/daughter in topics outside of their own subjects; to do with SMSC (spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural values), British Values and Citizenship. I would just like to thank all RBA staff for their continued development and 
strive for excellence in making sure that all students leave RBA as a well-rounded individual. Many thanks, 

     Mr Stuttle  

https://thyg.uk/BUU004099159


SCHOOL LOTTERY 

 Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week 

 

 It’s an easy way to support our school and help 

 raise funds 

 There’s a guaranteed winner every week as    

 well as the chance to win £25,000 

 It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting 

 our school today! 

This week's winner is:  

Miss Spencer 

 Join today 

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy 

Click on “Support this school” 

Click “Support now” 
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LIBRARY NEWS 

Black Lives Matter 

 Reading Groups 

There are now 2 brand new reading groups open to ALL students throughout the school, which parents can join 

as well: a Junior Reading Group for years 7-9 and a Senior Reading Group for years 10-13. 

If parents would like to know more about the issues linked to BLM simply join in by reading the books that the 

reading groups are reading and emailing your reviews to us, which we will include in our next meetings. 

We will be looking at some of the fantastic books, fiction and non-fiction, about black lives, both now and in the 

past. If parents have any recommendations I would be more than happy to hear from you. 

 

The First Junior Reading Group will be held in the Library on Monday October 5
th

 3-4pm 
 
The First Senior Reading Group will be held in the Library on Tuesday October 6

th
 3-4pm 

 
I will keep you posted on the first books we are reading after we have had our first meetings. 
 
Ms Harrington 
Librarian 

Mr Stuttle wishes to thank all of the JLT (Junior Leader-
ship Team) for helping out with the RBA Open Day on 
Sunday afternoon, students assisted with guiding all of 
the Year 6 prospective parents  who came to view RBA.  

“You are real ambassadors for the school.  

I have rewarded them  all with an R3 – Headteachers 
Commendation for  their amazing support.” 

THANK YOU 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
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FREE WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS 

Thursday 8th October 10:00 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

 

Wednesday 14th October 19:30 pm 

 

Book now via Eventbrite 

 

Thursday 22nd October 10:00 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Thursday 5th November 10:00 am (priority given 
to carers from Norfolk*) 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Wellbeing for parents of children with additional needs 

Understand clearly what stress is & how it affects you. Identify new ways of coping with stress & re-
ducing your stress levels. Try new stress busting ideas until you find ones that fit with you!  

Helping your young child sleep 

Gain a better understanding of sleep processes, why sleep problems may occur for young children and 
possible causes. The importance of sleep and the effect on the whole family. Suggestions for what 
might help and where to get support. 

Wednesday 7th October  7:30 pm 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Encouraging Positive Behaviour in children aged up to 16 

Gain a better understanding of why children with additional needs behave the way they do. Learn 
ways to handle difficult situations in a calm, stress-free manner. Explore ways of supporting and en-
couraging your child and how to get support and help. 

Tuesday 6th October  7:30 pm 

Book now via Eventbrite 

 

Wednesday 7th October  10:00 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

 

Monday 19th October  19:30 pm 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Thursday 12th November  10:00 am (priority given 
to carers from Norfolk*) 

Book now via Eventbrite  

Money Matters - for parents of children aged up to 16 with additional needs 

An overview of benefits, DLA, Carers Allowance, grants available, discounts on utilities, leisure, dis-
counts for carers. Accessing services for support with applications. Local information and helplines. 
Dispelling myths around benefits. Also covers Covid 19-related financial updates. 

Tuesday 13th October  10:00 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

 
 

Thursday 22nd October  7:30 pm (priority given to 
parents from the West Midlands*) 

Book now via Eventbrite 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/encouraging-positive-behaviour-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119148954731
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122542970323
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/encouraging-positive-behaviour-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119154240541
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122551527919
https://contact-online-sleep-workshop-07-10-20-dfe.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://contact-wellbeing-06-10-20-dfe.eventbrite.co.uk/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wellbeing-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119146389057
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122552920083
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/122551953191
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/money-matters-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119149745095
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/121364487449
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FREE WORKSHOPS FOR PARENTS CONT…. 

Helping your child (aged up to 16) sleep 

Gain a better understanding of sleep processes, why sleep problems may occur and possible causes. 
The importance of sleep and the effect on the whole family. Suggestions for what might help and where 
to get support. 

Thursday 1st October  10:30 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Thursday 15th October  10:00 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Understanding Sensory Processing webinar 

This webinar session will help you to understand how sensory processing issues can affect children, de-
velop ways of identifying your child's needs and explore strategies to effectively support them.  It will 
help you to consider how sensory issues impact on yourself and your family across different environ-
ments, and will explore the impact of the Covid-19 pandemic and lockdown restrictions in this area. 

Wednesday 21st October 10:30 am 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Money Matters - for parents of children aged up to 16 with additional needs 

An overview of benefits, DLA, Carers Allowance, grants available, discounts on utilities, leisure, dis-
counts for carers. Accessing services for support with applications. Local information and helplines. 
Dispelling myths around benefits. Also covers Covid 19-related financial updates.  Places will be priori-
tised for families from the Midlands but anyone is welcome to register. 

Thursday 22nd October 19:30 pm 

Book now via Eventbrite 

Money Matters - for parents of young children with additional needs 

An overview of benefits, DLA, Carers Allowance, grants available, discounts on utilities, leisure, dis-
counts for carers. Accessing services for support with applications. Local information and helplines. 
Dispelling myths around benefits. Also covers Covid 19-related financial updates. 

Tuesday 29th September  7:30 pm 

Book now via Eventbrite  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-your-childs-sleep-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119087775743
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/managing-your-childs-sleep-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-119153432123
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/understanding-sensory-processing-tickets-120271249545
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/money-matters-a-workshop-for-parent-carers-tickets-121364487449
https://money-matters-29-09-20-dfe.eventbrite.co.uk/

