Review: 7
Headteacher’s Update
Friday 16th October 2020
Dear all,
Last Friday we supported World Mental Health Day. The overall objective of the day was to raise awareness of mental health issues around
the world. We chose this year to again show our support for such an important cause by wearing something yellow and donating money to the
YoungMinds ‘Hello Yellow’ campaign. Indeed looking after our wellbeing and, in particular, the wellbeing of our young people has never been
more important right now.
I would like to thank parents for engaging with our virtual presentations. To date, we have sent out to parents via EduLink links to the
following presentations (Year 11 Information Evening, Sixth Form Information Evening and Literacy Support Evening)
We have also sent out a link to a Technology Survey. Although not every parent has replied yet we have started to act upon the feedback by
giving out some laptops and Wi-Fi dongles to some families. If you have not completed the survey, please can we ask you do this asap by
clicking this link:

https://forms.gle/nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8
This week, all schools were informed about the GCSE and A-Level exams being extended by 3 weeks. This means the exams will start
on 2nd June and end on the 7th July. The justification behind this move is to provide students with more time to prepare for the exam. This is
understandable, however, teachers main concern is that it could be an unfair system if students or their teachers have had to self-isolate for
periods of time. There are schools where some students have barely been in school this half term. Thankfully, this has not been the case and
we are so fortunate to not have been impacted like this by Covid. A-Level students will get their results on the 24th August and GCSE students
will get their results on 27th August.

After half term, we are scheduled to have our first parent consultation event, titled ARD (Academic Review Day). Due to Covid, we
know that we will not be able to run this as normal as inviting all parents on site will increase Covid risks to our staff and to the local community.
Therefore, we are planning on making this a virtual event where staff will video call instead. Mr Rome, Assistant Headteacher, will shortly send
out more information about this.
Finally, it is always sad when we say goodbye to staff, particularly staff who have been at the school for a very long time.
Next Friday, we say a sad farewell to Mrs Stabler, the schools Pastoral Support Co-ordinator Officer and Head of Year 9.
Having worked at the school for 20 years, Mrs Stabler has supported many students and families during her time.
We thank her for all of her hard work and commitment and we wish her well in her retirement.
Mrs Smith (previously on Student Reception) will be taking over the Pastoral role and Miss Nicholas will be taking over the
Head of Year post.

“When trouble comes, it's your family that supports you.”
(Guy Lafleur)
Have a good weekend!

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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FOLLOW US ONLINE

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT?
Phone: 01992 410800 (Option - 3)

Robert Barclay Academy
Official
RBA

RBA
RBAcad

Absence Email: (Available 24 hours)
attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
Please report ALL absences before 9:15am on the first day of
absence and every morning thereafter.
Mrs S. Brackenbury
Attendance Officer
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@rba_math
Media
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STUDENT RECEPTION
Please may we remind parents/carers that Student Reception can no longer accept any forgotten PE equipment,
lunches or books. Please check that your child has everything
they need for their day in school before they leave the house
to avoid them being given a consequence for forgotten items.
If your child has an appointment which requires them to
leave during the school day, the Student must come to Student Reception to sign out and then please organise to meet
them in the car park. We are requesting parents/carers do
not come into Student Reception.
Many thanks for your continued support.

@rbalanguages
P.E

Student Reception Team

@RBA_PE

Performing Arts
@RBAPerforming
P.S.H.E / Wellbeing
@RBAwellbeing
RE
@re_rba

IS YOUR CHILD READY TO LEARN AT HOME?
In order to help prepare your child for remote learning we are
asking all parents to complete the following survey (takes 2
minutes).
Please click this link:

PARENT PAY

https://forms.gle/nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8

Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.
Thank you
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JLT—YEAR 7 APPLICATION
As part of our continued drive to push and extend Year 7s in the coming weeks during form time, students will
be preparing to apply for our Junior Leadership Team (JLT). Our JLT is a group of young ambassadors for the
school, who form the bridge between students and staff. During form times students have watched this video
of Mr Stuttle explaining all about JLT and are now preparing their applications (you may choose to watch it
with them again to see what JLT is all about.)
https://www.loom.com/share/bcd34f0cf04043438fbe1ec2188bb603

JLT - Year 7 Application
Check out a video I made via Loom
www.loom.com

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

LITERACY NEWS
Literacy is one of the key focus areas
at RBA. Developing students' literacy
skills is vital in ensuring their success
at school and in their future lives.
There are three key areas of literacy
that we focus upon at RBA: reading,
writing and oracy. If you would like to
know more about how you can further support your child's literacy skills
then click on the following link:

EXTRA LANGUAGE EXAMS
https://tinyurl.com/yy7poe6r
If your child is in Year 10 or 11 and speaks Chinese, German, Italian, Russian, Arabic, Modern Greek, Gujarati, Bengali, Japanese, Modern & Biblical Hebrew, Panjabi, Polish,
Portuguese, Turkish or Urdu, he/she can take an extra
GCSE at the school.
You will need to make sure you organise any private tuition
that you might need privately as we cannot teach these languages. The exams will take place next May/June.
To apply for this, please fill in this link. Deadline for applications is 31st October 2020.
https://forms.gle/tUEwaDQ4rCtXMeMW9
Yours faithfully,
Mr Creasey
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GARDENING CLUB
Our 'Garden of Hope' will now be used by our wonderful TAs for gardening therapy with individual students. Hoping it will help to calm, uplift, transform…
A new request for any outdoor furniture please
to help make this even better.

We are looking for a volunteer who is
a qualified nurse or first aider to help us at
Robert Barclay Academy during the current
Covid pandemic.
Applicants would need to undergo an enhanced DBS check and, where necessary,
supply references and evidence of qualifications obtained.
We would be grateful of any spare time that
anyone has to offer.
If you are able to help then please contact
the school on 01992 410800.

RE CORE SKILLS
In Sixth Form students have to complete a compulsory element of RE. In
these lessons which are called ‘Core Skills’ lessons student study with myself
all about the professional skill of debating. In lessons students get to engage
in taking various leadership roles in debating a variety of KS5 friendly topics
that are relevant in modern British society. As you can see students have
taken pride and participated with great enthusiasm in this subject. Students
learn how to present formally, lead meetings, taken the role of chairperson,
take official notes and crucially speak in front of their peers and others. Every
2 or 3 weeks students compete in a structure formal debate on a given topic
and I cannot wait until our next one. Students have debated everything from
microchipping of the population, reducing speed limits, government restriction and many more topic in between. A real pleasure to see our Sixth Form students show these employability skills
Mr Stuttle

LIBRARY NEWS
If parents would like to join in with the reading please feel
free to do so. You can read either book or both and send
your reviews to me at:
library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
Your reviews will be discussed at the next meeting.

Please encourage your children to join the reading groups
as they are a great way to widen their reading, as well as
their understanding of modern day issues.
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LUNCH CLUB

ONLINE WORKSHOP

SCHOOL LOTTERY
Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

It’s an easy way to support our school and help raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

Miss Mardell
Join today

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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