Review: 8
Headteacher’s Update

Friday 23rd October 2020

Dear all,
This week we started the next phase of our journey to further improve the quality of teaching and learning.
With the recent lockdown, we have recognised that we can further enhance the quality of teaching and
learning by ensuring all of our students and staff have access to an appropriate one to one personal
device, to work with at home and in school. With this in mind, and with the financial support provided
by our Trust Board, we were able to give staff their new iPads this week.
We have chosen iPads because Apple are a market leader in technology and iPad devices have proven themselves to be: fast,
slick, robust, user friendly (as most students and staff know how to use iPhones), light and therefore more portable, and most importantly the
apps and functions available on an iPad are extremely intuitive and therefore support teaching and learning.
The next phase of this journey will be to phase in iPads for students to use and we will come back to
parents next half term about how this will work. By all students having the same device, it allows staff to
plan more easily in the knowledge that all students will have access to the same app and it also allows our
IT team to centrally control their usage. Finally, moving to iPads for all also supports our sustainability
programme and our drive to become a greener school as the devices will allow us to move to becoming paperless.
Event coming up next term:
Sixth Form Open Evening (Virtual)

Thursday 10th September 6.00pm – 6.30pm

Academic Review Day (virtual) – we will be arranging
virtual parent-teacher consultations

Thursday 19th November 4am-7.30pm
Friday 20th November 8.30am – 12.00pm

As half term approaches, I would like to take this opportunity to remind everyone to remain informed of the latest Government travel advice and guidance. The list of countries with exemption is continuously changing, you can check the latest travel exemption list at:
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-travel-corridors#travel-corridors-countries-and-territories-exemption-list
If your child tests positive for coronavirus at any point during half-term, please notify us as soon as possible so we can complete the relevant
tracking and tracing process with public health and notify any other children or staff who have been in close contact and who will need to self
-isolate. During half-term you should contact admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk. Please don’t call the normal absence line as this won’t be
covered during half-term.
Any student who travels to a location outside of the approved travel corridor will need to self-isolate at home for 14 days on their
arrival back into the UK: They may also have to self-isolate when they arrive at their destination, so it is important everyone checks the
latest travel advice. With so much education missed already, I would hope that parents have avoided the need to travel abroad at half term
to an area which will require a further 14 days quarantine.

“I learned the value of hard work by working hard.”
(Margaret Mead)
Have a good weekend!

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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We are inviting year 11 parents to our virtual Sixth Form Open
Evening on Tuesday 10th November, 2020.
The evening will give you a chance to hear about the many learning
opportunities available at Robert Barclay Academy. We are delighted to be offering a wide range of courses that are nationally accredited and that increase the choice of progression routes open to our
Year 11 students and we would strongly encourage you to attend
virtually, so that you can support your child to make an informed
choice about the next stage of their education.

A range of presentations will be shared during this evening. In normal circumstances we would be welcoming you to the school and
facilitating a tour of the sixth form centre and opportunities to discuss the courses on offer with all subject teachers. During this virtual event we will share how you can find out more about each subject area alongside the different pathways that we offer. We are extremely proud of the distinctive provision that we offer here at Robert Barclay Academy. We have achieved Sixth Form results putting
us in the top 25% of schools in England over the past two years and
our continued success in ensuring that all students aim for the most
aspirational higher educational and employability settings.
More details will be shared on both our website and via email closer
to the event.
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IS YOUR CHILD READY TO LEARN AT HOME?
In order to help prepare your child for remote learning we are
asking all parents to complete the following survey (takes 2
minutes).
Please click this link:

PARENT PAY

https://forms.gle/nmDNWq6N14PNsqvX8

Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.
Thank you
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NETBALL NEWS NEWS

Netball Club
Well done for all girls that have attended netball club this half term, we finished the last session with a mini tournament with house points up for grabs!
The girls have been enjoying their time at the after school sessions, and have been taking it in turns to lead the warm
-ups and drills at the start of the sessions, which is really building on their confidence and leadership skills.
If you would still like to attend then it is on every Monday after school on the netball courts, 3:15 – 4:15pm

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATION
Carmine
Ayani
Brooklyn
Summer
Grace
Lilly
Connor
Edward
Martina
Aleesha
Sophie
Tiffany
Morenikeji
Mason
Cyril

Cesario
Lingibe-Ajavon
Buck
Buck
Downes
Hobden
Price
Hindlaugh
Russo
Venables
Wood
Lawrence
Lewis-Okeowo
Peachey
Preaudat
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Harry
Amelia
Harvey
Lucas
Tobey
Tobey
Lauren
Aston
Brooke
Mia
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Hingle
Lawrence
Trupia
Walker
Warby
Ziolkowski
Durkin
Ferrandes
Gower
Gower
Langsdon
Steel
Taverner
Taylor
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10E
10E
10E
10E
10E
10E
12E
12E
12E
12E
12E
12E
12E
12E

Year 12 Core Skills Lesson

Mr White and I are so proud of the Year 12 students and the progress that they have shown in the Core Skills lesson with
myself. Students are now professionally debating, leading and demonstrating those key life skills. It is amazing what leaders
we have in our midst! Amazing. Keep up the hard work.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

Thank you—JLT
I just wish to say a very BIG thank you to James
and Lydia our new Head Boy and Head Girl for
RBA who have made an amazing re-vamp of
our JLT board, which is on display to other students. James and Lydia are crucial in the running of RBAs JLT and already have their first
virtual meeting booked in with students from
Year 8 -11. As their first part of the role they
have taken it upon themselves to make sure
every students knows about the work of the
JLT by ensuring that our display is top notch
and updated regularly. Thank you James.
Thank you Lydia!

EXTRA LANGUAGE EXAMS
If your child is in Year 10 or 11 and speaks Chinese, German, Italian, Russian, Arabic, Modern Greek, Gujarati, Bengali, Japanese, Modern & Biblical Hebrew, Panjabi, Polish,
Portuguese, Turkish or Urdu, he/she can take an extra
GCSE at the school.
You will need to make sure you organise any private tuition
that you might need privately as we cannot teach these languages. The exams will take place next May/June.
To apply for this, please fill in this link. Deadline for applications is 31st October 2020.
https://forms.gle/tUEwaDQ4rCtXMeMW9
Yours faithfully,
Mr Creasey
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RE - Public speaking skills on full display
As part of the Year 7 RE learning journey we make it a priority to not only enable students to be aware of the wider world, but
also to be able to have the skills to interact with them. As you can see in RE this week students have been busy showing their
public speaking skills, by taking to the podium in front of their peers and eloquently explaining their design. In lessons student
had to study all about a Gurdwara (a Sikh place of worship) and then use all they have learnt to re-design a new Gurdwara to
make it ‘most helpful to the community’ using all the key principles of Sikhism. After this students had to then compose a
pieces of persuasive writing to encourage others about why their design was superior, including details about how Sikh’s
would see their Gurdwara as beneficial to the whole community. For example by it being accessible to all needs and serving
food in the langar at all times, to meet the needs of everybody.

I was extremely pleased with the 10 students who have this week shown excellent public
speaking skills by taking to the podium and speaking in front of their peers. I will continue to
nurture and encourage these skills as we work forward to debating in the upper year groups.
Well done Year 7!

GCSE RE - Well Done Year 10
I just wanted to say on behalf of myself, Mrs Tweddell and Mrs Melhuish how proud we were of your efforts for the RE
mock exam. All students showed great maturity in tackling this exam, so soon after returning from lockdown and putting
maximum effort to ensure the best results. This exam was shaped to give students the best exam experience possible,
whilst also challenging them to ensure that they are ready for May 2021 and that we are aware of what gaps we may
need to plug, which have been caused because of the spring/summer of 2020.
In the coming days/weeks students will be getting their exam feedback from RE staff and we are well on our way to
achieving the best results possible in May 2021. I will be in contact soon with the parent / Carers of Year 10 about further
support on offer from the RE department

YEAR 7—JLT ELECTIONS
Mr Stuttle and Mr Hutchinson just wanted to say how proud they were of Year 7 this
week, as they took part in their first elections for members of the Junior Leadership Team
(JLT). Students had to write an application letter, speech and then present this to their
peers. Each form group then put democracy into action as they then voted for 2 members of each form to be represented as part of the JLT. At this present moment I am not
allowed to share the results with you, as votes have not been counted and verified for all
Year 7 tutor groups. However, I look forward to sharing these results with you in a future
edition of the Review.
These new members of the JLT will play a crucial role in working with our already well
established JLT team in Years 8-13. They will now have to put their words into action and
show that they are real RBA ambassadors, who will bridge the gap between staff and
students. I look forward to sharing the results with you soon.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

Achievement

Care

Excellence

YEAR 10 NEWS
On Tuesday 20th October Year 10 pupils had their year group assembly as normal in the Hall, however there was an exciting change! It was a reward assembly based on how well the year group have been working since the start of the term.
There were certificates for 100% attendance, no consequences and 96%+ attendance. Then there were prizes for top girl
and boy from each form for most house points, as well as a form attendance, form homework and no uniform card signatures prize.
Pupils gaining 100% attendance as well as no consequences so far this year received a Head teachers Commendation during Friday form time, congratulations to these amazing pupils that are displaying the correct behaviour and are here every
day in school.
The winning pupil for no signatures on their uniform card was Frankie Holden – so well done!
House point winners were:
10A – Connor Goodey (32) and Kenzie Brown (27)
10D – Cyril Preaudat (33) and Klaryssa Donohue (20)
10E – Rocco Trupia (38) and Kayley Birch (20)
10C – Daniel Hill (27) and Vernessa Cerna (20)
The winning form for the highest attendance this half term was 10D with 95.8%.
The winning form for the least amount of homework consequences this half term was 10C with no H3s this half term.

Please continue to work so hard like you have so far this year, as I would like to give out more certificates and prizes at the December half term Rewards Assembly!!

YEAR 7 & 8 REWARDS EVENING

SCHOOL LOTTERY

Year 7’s and 8’s enjoyed a great evening on
Wednesday. Well done to all students involved in the rewards event! Keep up the
good work.

Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week
It’s an easy way to support our school and help
raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

Mrs Smith
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”

Achievement

Care

Excellence

ONLINE WORKSHOPS
We are looking for a volunteer who is a qualified nurse or first
aider to help us at Robert Barclay Academy during the current
Covid pandemic.
Applicants would need to undergo an enhanced DBS check and,
where necessary, supply references and evidence of qualifications obtained.
We would be grateful of any spare time that anyone has to offer.
If you are able to help then please contact the school on 01992
410800.

CLUBS

SAFE HALLOWEEN TIPS
Click on the link below to find out some great ideas provided by herts county council for some fun and safe activities
https://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/about-the-council/news/news-archive/herts-leaders-advise-stay-safe-for-halloween-2020

