
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  24 Friday, 20th April 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 23rd April  

 
WEEK 2 

23rd April Year 11 GCSE Drama Visiting  
Examiner  
 
Year 11 Art Exam 

25th April Year 11 Dance Assessed Unit   
3.00-4.30pm 

26th April Year 11 Photography Exams  
Commence 
 
Years 7,8,9 Maths Challenge  

30th April Year 11 French and Spanish Speaking 
Exams 

1st May Year 11 GCSE Art Exam  

3rd May Year 11 GCSE Photography Exam  

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

26th April Year 9 - Six a Side Tournament  

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  
 

I hope you all had a good Easter break.  
The end of last term seems a long time ago 
now, however, on the last day of term students 
took part in our LEAD Day. This involved    
students getting involved in a variety of       
curriculum related activities throughout the 
whole day. The feedback from students was 
extremely positive and I would like to thank all 
those staff who helped organise these activities 
at the end of a very long and tiring term. 
 

This week the whole school assemblies 
have been led by the JLT (Junior Leadership Team).   
In the assembly, they updated the students on the various activities that they have been involved in. 

These included: 

 

 Broxbourne Majors Debating Competition 

 Broxbourne Holocaust Memorial Activity 

 Raising money for Teens Unite 

 Learning Bus Exchange with Sir John Lawes School 

 

With their Learning Bus Exchange, the JLT shared in assembly some of things they liked when they 

visited Sir John Lawes School. These were: 

 

 Mobile food van serving food outside 

 Covered outside areas 

 Astro-turf in areas instead of grass 

 Small farm on site (goats, chickens) 

 Media suite with green screen 

 

They have asked all the students for some feedback on what improvements they would like to see at 

RBA. The JLT will collate these responses and then liaise with the Senior Leadership Team to see 

what improvements we can implement.  

 

Over Easter we received some good news from the DfE.  
Back in November the schools within the Trust applied for funding to improve their respective schools. 

We put in a bid to improve our PE facilities. We were really pleased to have received £100,000 and 

this money will go towards improving all the PE changing rooms. This is an area that the students 

have fed back to us that they would like to see improved. The work on the changing rooms will hope-

fully start in July.  

 

This week the Year 13 students have been undertaking their Pre `A’ exams (pre A-
Levels).  
The aim behind this is to provide the Year 13 students with further exam practice and feedback from 

completing actual exam questions. This will hopefully help the students to further identify where their 

gaps are, so they can work on them over the next six weeks in the run up to the A-Level exams. On 

the subject of exams, all year groups will be undertaking end of year exams and the dates and details 

for these will be sent home by the respective Head of Years. 

Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other 
        (John F. Kennedy) 
                             
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Our JLT Leading assemblies this week  
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Year 7 
 
Nada Boulemia Religious Education  
Summer Buck Head of Design Technology  
       Award  
Klaryssa Donohue Religious Education  
Grace Downes English 
Ruby Franklin Religious Education  
Ashton Greenaway Head of English Award  
Keira Morgan Religious Education  
Cyril Preaudat Literacy 
Martina Russo Head of Maths Award  
George Tatman Head of History Award  
Dolcie Woolfe Religious Education  
 
 
 
 
 

Year 8  
 
Georgia Baker Head of Maths Award  
Harry Downes Head of Design Technology  
       Award  
Matilda Gumble Head of English Award &  
     Head of History Award  
Owen Thatcher English  
 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 
 
Ria Arnold  Head of Year  
Ruby Brown Head of Year  
Giovanni Devizio Head of Year  
Harvey Durkin Head of Year &  
          Head of History Award & Head of Maths Award 
Ella Forster Head of Year  
Jude Golds Head of Design Technology Award  
Hannah Merritt Head of Year  
Ellie Wood  Head of English Award  

Year 10 
 
Henry Curtis Head of History Award  
Nicolas Di Rosalia English 
Polly Dipper Head of Maths Award 
Skye Hayhurst Head of English Award   
Amelia Stephens Head of Design Technology Award  
 
 
 
 
Year 11 
 
Max Fearn  Head of Design Technology Award  
Jake Mason Head of English Award  
Meghan Rowley Spanish 
Erin Rumens Head of History Award  
Daniella Toro-Encalada Head of Maths Award  
 
 
 
 

Sixth Form  
 
Rebecca Donnarumma English 
Josh Galpin Head of Maths Award  
Holly Hodges Head of English Award  
Hannah Murrell Head of History Award  
Jenni Painter Head of Design Technology Award  
Emily Price Head of History Award  
Lewis Tyyrell Head of Maths Award  
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 Sophie Melhuish 
Head of Year 9 

2018 International Junior Netball Festival 
Disneyland Paris, France 

 

During the Easter holidays girls from Year 7, 8 and 9 attended the netball trip to Disneyland 
Paris. The trip took place from 4th - 8th April. 

 

The trip offered students a fantastic opportunity to participate in a highly competitive netball 
tournament as well as masterclasses led by international coaches and players. This also 
took place at Disneyland Paris where pupils got the chance to enjoy all the rides at both 
Disneyland Park and Walt Disney Studios Park.  
 
Both staff and pupils enjoyed the trip and made some great memories along the way that I 
hope they will cherish. All the girls were a credit to the school, and themselves, whilst on the 
trip, and behaved immaculately, even receiving comments on this. 
 

I hope they use the skills that they have learnt whilst on the trip in their future netball     

training and games. 
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Last term for their LEAD Day Year 7 visited the Tower of London. We were fortunate with the weather and all students loved visiting 
this historic monument.  While there they visited the Jewel House, went inside the infamous White Tower and learnt about all of the 
different uses of this castle, such as a zoo and a prison. While at the Tower, the students used their knowledge they had learnt in 
lessons to plan out how they could attack the castle.  
 
Overall a great day had by all. 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

 Bryony Stockwell 
Head of Year 7 

For our LEAD Day last term, the Science Department took Year 8 

to the Science Museum. We had lots of fun in the different zones 

and watched a brilliant 3D film in the IMAX! 
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 Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Aim Higher Day 
 
For the Year 9 LEAD Day the focus of our day was on `aiming high and 
raising students’ aspirations’. To do this, we took them all on a journey to 
Anglia Ruskin University in Chelmsford. 
 
Whilst we were there we met current university students who talked to us 
about university life, the types of courses on offer at university and how the 
finances work. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In addition to this, the university students showed us around the site in  
order to view all the facilities, such as: 

 Lecture theatres 

 Library 

 Science labs 

 Café and restaurants 

 Student Union  

 
Our Aim Higher Day is part of our whole school initiative to make sure all of our students, irrespective of their background and      
university experience in their family, are given every chance to explore the world of higher education.  

Year 10 Students were involved in a presentation with regards to 
‘lessons in life’. Some sensitive issues were explored and were 
handled maturely by all.  
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Year 11 students were involved in a Maths 
Masterclass. 

Sixth Formers were involved in a wellbeing day which involved a variety of activities.  



7 
 

 

 Lynn Cassar 
Library Manager 

                                                   into reading at RBA library. 

 
A fantastic start to the new term with another two students joining the ‘AR Millionaires Club’.    
Owen Thatcher (8E) and Grace Downes (7A), have both reached one million words since          
September. They achieved this through reading books and successfully quizzing on them 
through the Accelerated Reader programme. 
 

They will be receiving a Headteacher’s Commendation and a lunchtime queue jump pass for this 

fantastic achievement.  

Well done Grace and Owen!  

 

 

Reminder - The library is open every day from 8.30am – 4pm to all students (with the  

exception of Wednesday lunchtime, where it is open to Year 7 and 8 students only). The 

library provides an ideal environment to enable you to complete homework, study, revise 

or to just relax and read.  

New books in the library  
 
This is a poignant and powerful tale about three adopted teens separated by circumstance, but brought together in 

love. The way the trio of siblings bonds is believable, humorous, and emotional to read. Their fast connection         

emboldens each of them to face their fears and overcome personal obstacles. A must-read for teens who enjoy       

realistic fiction, this award-winning novel is both heart breaking and uplifting in the best ways. 

 

Welcome to Nowhere is a powerful and beautifully written story by the award-winning author Elizabeth Laird,  
about the life of one family caught up in civil war. Twelve-year-old Omar and his brothers and sisters were born 
and raised in the beautiful and bustling city of Bosra, Syria. Omar doesn't care about politics - all he wants is to 
grow up to become a successful businessman who will take the world by storm. But when his clever older brother, 
Musa, gets mixed up with some young political activists, everything changes . . . 
Before long, bombs are falling, people are dying, and Omar and his family have no choice but to flee their home 
with only what they can carry. 

 
 
For those who loved Wonder, Auggie & Me is a new side to the Wonder story: three new chapters from three        
different characters - bully Julian, oldest friend Christopher and classmate Charlotte - giving an insight into how Aug-
gie has touched their own lives. Thought provoking, surprising, infuriating, heart breaking and heart-warming, Auggie 
& Me is a must-read for the thousands of readers who loved Wonder. 



8 
 

 

As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science called 

Doddle (accessible from the school dashboard or www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On 

this platform, we have resources such as quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch 

up on work missed or revise from at all key stages. In preparation for the upcoming GCSEs, we have also uploaded onto Doddle 

some “know-it” PowerPoints, which can also be located in the resources or browse tab.  

Separate Sciences – Student Information Sheet 
 
You are studying the New AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Courses – specifications have been shared with you on Show 
My Homework and can also be found here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 100 1 hour 45 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chemis-
try; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 2  
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the     atmos-
phere; and Using resources. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

  Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Combined Science – Student Information Sheet  
 
You are studying the AQA Trilogy Course – specification has been shared with you on Show My Homework and can also be found 
here: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF 
See page 8 for your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper.  
Higher Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification including the core practicals. 
Foundation Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification, apart from any points with (HT) written next to 
them, including the core practicals. 

How are grades awarded? – Higher tier grades 4-9, Foundation tier grades 1-5. Split grades will be awarded on an 18 point scale 

eg. 3-4, 4-4, 4-5. You must enter each of the six papers in the same tier, you cannot mix higher and foundation tier papers. 

Reminder for GCSE pupils that you can still purchase revision guides for science from the school at a reduced price, £5 for any        

single science, and £8.99 for trilogy science books.  Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 70 75 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 70 75 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of matter; Quantitative chem-
istry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

70 75 

Chemistry 2 
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the    atmos-
phere; and Using resources. 
  

70 75 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

 Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 70 75 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 70 75 

There is no coursework for GCSE Science.  

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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Scientific Photography Competition 
 
The sorting of the wonderful photographs taken for this competition is underway and Miss      
Guijarro and Mr Passerelli have picked out the images that encapsulate the scientific criteria. 
These images have been displayed in a gallery in the Sixth Form centre all week and forms have 
been taken round to view and vote on the best scientific photo. Stay tuned over the next couple 
of weeks to see the outcome and ultimately the prize winners in this competition. There are    
plenty of really strong contenders to choose from, from all key stages, from micrographs, to     

nature, to macrographs! 

 Nieves Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

Well done to Mrs Ferrandes (Teacher of MFL) who ran the Rome Marathon on 8th 
April, in aid of Teen Unite. 
 
Just to say a big thank you to those of you who have sponsored me already. I got 
around on a hot 24 degree day in 4 hours 31 minutes, was pretty pleased with that 
and even stopped for a selfie with the pope at the Vatican. 
 
If you would still like to donate please click on the link below.   
 
Teens Unite is a local charity based in Broxbourne which supports young people with 
cancer.  My tutor group recently raised £150 with a bake sale and I said that I would match it by running a marathon.  We are also 
looking at making stronger links with Teens Unite as a school.   
 
Thank you for your support.   
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/siobhan-ferrandes1 

During the Easter break, all Year 11 single science pupils and selected    
trilogy pupils were invited for some booster science sessions, which proved to be very  
helpful. Well done to all those who came along, if you work hard you WILL be successful! 

Emily Greaves (11D) is participating in a sponsored skydive, on 12th May, to raise money for The Mental Health Foundation. If you 
would like to support Emily by sponsoring her please click on the following link: 
 
Thank you for your support. 
 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-greaves1 
 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/siobhan-ferrandes1
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/emily-greaves1
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As we continue to promote wellness of students we would like to        

encourage students to drink more water throughout the day to keep   

hydrated. Please encourage your child to bring their own water bottle to 

school. Especially with the hot weather we have been experiencing, 

please remind your child to keep hydrated.   


