
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  27 Friday, 11th May 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 14th May  

 
WEEK 1 

14th May Year 11 and Year 13 Public  
Exams Commence  

18th May  Year 11 Drama GCSE Written Exam 

22nd May Year 10 Geography Trip to  
Walton-on-the-Naze  

28th May to 
1st June 

Half Term  

9th to 10th 
June 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme  

18th June  Year 10 & 12  Exams Week  

21st June  Year 11 Prom 6.30-10.30pm 

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

15th May County League Match 3 @ Gosling 
WGC 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  

 

I hope you all enjoyed the long and hot Bank Holiday weekend! 

 
This week, it has been the turn of the Year 

7 and 8 students to sit their end of year 

exams. For these students, their core      

subject exams have taken place in the         

gymnasium under the same exam conditions 

as the GCSE exams. This is to enable the 

students to get used to the `exam’           

experience. Thankfully, the weather has 

been a bit cooler this week. In between these 

exams, the Year 11 students have been 

carrying out walking talking mock exams in 

the gymnasium. These involve the teacher 

working through an exam paper with the 

students and modelling how to complete the 

answers in order to demonstrate how to gain 

the marks. The results of all these end of year exams will be published to parents in the end of year 

reports. 

 

On Thursday this week, I had the      

pleasure of going to watch our A-Level 

Drama students perform with Razed Roof 

at the Harlow Playhouse. Razed Roof is an 

inclusive performing arts group for people 

with, and without, learning difficulties and 

disabilities. They are based at Harlow     

Playhouse and they involve up to 40      

participants. Every Thursday afternoon, our 

A-level Drama students help provide      

support. This partnership has been going on 

for over 10 years and it is something we are 

extremely proud of. The performance      

yesterday was titled 'Trisomy 21'. The    

hugely popular inclusive theatre company has worked with the playwright Judith Johnson, to explore 

issues around pre-natal testing; being a parent; having a learning disability; and being a valued    

member of society. I would like to thank Mr Skinner, and all the A-Level Drama students for all their 

work and efforts in making this performance such a success. 

 
On Tuesday after school the Science Department and the Psychology Department collaborated 

to demonstrate a live dissection of a brain. This is part of an ongoing project to promote science 

across the curriculum. Students and staff who attended were highly entertained by the dissection and 

the feedback was extremely positive, so much so that there is already talk about the next dissection! 

 

Finally, just a reminder that the school day changes on Monday, 14th May to a 2-1-2 structure 

(2 lessons, break, 1 lesson, lunch, 2 lessons). This means lunch will be earlier so that we can en-

sure that students are in lessons whilst the examinations are underway, which helps avoid unneces-

sary noise around the examination venues.  

“What we think we become.” 
       (Buddha) 

Enjoy the weekend 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

The Science and Psychology Department carrying out a live dissection of a brain 

A-Level Drama students perform with Razed Roof 
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Year 7 
 
Ellie Benos   MFL 
Brooklyn Buck   English  
Ruby Chillingworth  Maths 
Hollie Googan   Maths 
Pippa Hartley   Extra Curricular 
Benjamin Heath   Maths 
Florence Hill   English 
Tiffany Lawrence  MFL 
Morenikeji Lewis-Okeowo MFL 
Ryder Maniam   Maths 
Joel Morgan   Maths  
Lucy Murton   Extra Curricular & Science 
Cyril Preaudat   English  
George Smith   IT 
George Tatman   Religious Education  
Billy Theobald   English  
  
 

    HISTORY WALK, Saturday 12th May 
 
Pam will be leading a History Walk to explain all sorts of things you don’t already know about 
the history of the park and of High Leigh. Meet at 9.50am in the car park for a prompt start at 
10.00am. The walk will last about 2 hours. Donations to the Friends of Barclay Park would 
be appreciated. 
 
 
 

BANANA HUNT, Saturday 25th August 
 

Following the success of the Easter Egg Hunt, it has been decided that there should be a similar fun event for children and their     
families on Saturday, 25th August – the Bank Holiday weekend. This will be a BANANA HUNT! Apparently a member of the Barclay 
family (not the one who gave us our park, but several generations previously) was instrumental in introducing bananas to the UK. 
 
The exact form of the Hunt has yet to be finalised, but the committee are asking that some of you Friends of the park could commit to 
helping on the day. Volunteers will be needed to help with the setting up before hand, from about 11.30am, and also to help with the 
running of the event from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. If you feel that you would like to help with this, please let me know as soon as possible 
so we can be sure that there will be enough people to help. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Barclay Park. 

Year 8  
 
Esther Clark   Form Tutor 
Katie Donnarumma  Form Tutor 
Daisy Ruddle   Form Tutor 
Samuel Donelan  Extra Curricular  
 
Year 9 
 
Katherine Hindlaugh  Form Tutor  
Abbie Ottley   Form Tutor 
 
Year 10 
 
Kelsey Cornelius  English  
Aleah Warren   English  
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Some of our Year 9 and Year 10 students are taking part in the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. As part of this, they have to complete a 
two-day expedition. Over the past few weeks the students have been putting into practice some of the skills required for the          
expedition. 
 
They have done two sessions on First Aid, including action for burns, sunstroke (probably not going to happen with our weather), 
sprains and how to put someone in a recovery position. They also had a session on how to put tents up quickly and safely, although 
some found this trickier than they thought. Yesterday’s session 
saw them cooking on trangias, with some interesting results. Alan Martin 

Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 
EVC / DofE Coordinator/ Ski Leader 
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Ben Creasey 
Assistant Head 

Madeleine Lewis 
Head of Performing Arts 
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A busy week… 
 
We have had a busy week in the Library with lots of applications for new 
‘Library Leaders’, many from very keen Year 7 students. 
 
Unfortunately, I only have six positions available, so I have some difficult 

decisions to make. Over the next three weeks, all of the students            

interested will be having trials in the library – they will need to show        

excellent attitude, commitment and skills that they need to do the role well.    

 
Read all about it!  
 
The Children of Castle Rock – Natasha Farrant  
 
When Alice Mistlethwaite is shipped off to boarding school in    
Scotland, it is nothing like she imagines. Run by the mysterious 
Major, there are no punishments and the students are more likely 
to be taught about body painting or extreme survival than maths or 
English! 
 

Lynn Cassar 
   Library Manager   

Rebound –Kwame Alexander  
 
It's 1988. Charlie Bell is still mourning his father, and struggling to figure out 
how he feels for his best (girl) friend, CJ. When he gets into trouble one too 
many times, he is packed off to stay with his grandparents for the summer. 
There his cousin Roxie introduces him to a whole new world: basketball. A 
legend on the courts is born. But can Charlie resist when trouble comes 
knocking once again? 
 

 

 

Look out for these books coming soon to RBA library…  
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Elizabeth Martin 
Head of Geography  

 

Year 10: Our Walton-on-the-Naze trip is fast approaching (Tues, 22nd May). A reminder that it will be non school uniform 
and you will need either a packed lunch or money for lunch. We will be leaving school at 8:45am and will be returning    
between 4:15pm and 4:30pm so please make arrangements to get home.  
 
Year 11 and 13: All revision resources are on the student shared area, please use these to help you revise. You can also 
access these from home. 

As you may be aware The Rhapsody Institute have been providing internships to students from the age of 13, across Hertfordshire 
and Essex, for now over a year. Some of Robert Barclay’s students have just been featured in the Bishop’s Stortford Independant 
newspaper and we wanted to share this with you! 
 
These students have been working in sound engineering, teaching assisting and performance.  
 
The Rhapsody Institute are currently recruiting and are especially looking for performers (vocals, guitar, piano, ukulele) and students 
with skills in event management, sound engineering and radio presenting and would love to hear from any student interested in these 
part time opportunities. 
 
For further information please click on the following link : www.rhapsodyhq.co.uk 
 
 

Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

http://www.rhapsodyhq.co.uk/
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As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science 

called Doddle (accessible from the school dashboard or 

www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On this platform, we have resources such as 

quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch up on work missed or revise from at all key stages. In preparation for the          

upcoming GCSEs, we have also uploaded onto Doddle some “know-it” PowerPoints, which can also be located in the   

resources or browse tab.  

Reminder for GCSE pupils that you can still purchase revision guides for science from the school at a reduced price, £5 for any        

single science, and £8.99 for trilogy science books.  Nev Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

Just a few days to go until the first Biology GCSE exam for year 11, make 

sure you make the most of the support provided in and out of lessons with 

your teachers! 

 

Reminder for Year 11 students: Science revision is still on a Monday. You can 
also access the Year 11 revision folder from home – this contains past     
papers and know-it PowerPoints, as well as revision checklists. 
W:\Science\2017-2018\Year 11\Revision materials 
 

11X1 you have another revision workshop with Mr Rowe and Miss   
Guijarro on Saturday, 19

th
 May to help prepare you for your Biology 

paper 2 exam. We expect to have another successful session between 
10am and 2pm, hopefully in the sun! 

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
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Separate Sciences – Student Information Sheet 
 
You are studying the New AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Courses – specifications have been shared with you 
on Show My Homework and can also be found here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 100 1 hour 45 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of mat-
ter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 2  
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chem-
istry of the atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

  Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Combined Science – Student Information Sheet  
 
You are studying the AQA Trilogy Course – specification has been shared with you on Show My Homework and can 
also be found here: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF 

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 70 75 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 70 75 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

70 75 

Chemistry 2 
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; 
Chemistry of the    atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

70 75 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

 Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 70 75 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 70 75 

There is no coursework for GCSE Science.  

Higher Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification including the core practicals. 
 
Foundation Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification, apart from any points with (HT) 
written next to them, including the core practicals. 
 

How are grades awarded? – Higher tier grades 4-9, Foundation tier grades 1-5. Split grades will be awarded on an 18 

point scale eg. 3-4, 4-4, 4-5. You must enter each of the six papers in the same tier, you cannot mix higher and foundation 

tier papers. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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Brain Dissection – Biology and Psychology A-level join forces! 
To dispel any nay-sayers out there, Psychology is in fact a science. Students and staff at RBA that turned up for the brain dissection 
after school on Tuesday with Miss Guijarro and Mrs Tweddell, can all attest to that. We looked at the structure of the brain and the 
function of the different regions of the brain. Those that were brave (not for the faint hearted) had a go at handling the brain          

dissections and got a real feel for the consistency and delicacy of such an important organ. 

 

 

 Nev Guijarro 
Science Teacher 
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 Sarah Tweddell 
Head of Sixth Form & Subject Leader for Social Sciences  
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Dear Parent(s)/Carer(s), 
  
As we move in to the summer term and the hotter weather, we are just contacting you all to remind parents and carers that 
we strongly encourage you to send your child to school every day with a bottle of water. This will help to keep your child    
hydrated and support their learning, particularly those who will be or who are sitting exams. 
  
In addition to this, we want to make parents aware that whilst students can access water during break and lunchtimes, we 
do not have the capacity to allow the students out of their lessons to go and get water. Therefore, your child having a bottle 
of water with them, which they can re-fill, will enable your child to access water during lessons and throughout the day. 
  
Thank you for your support. 

 Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 


