
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  28 Friday, 18th May 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 21st May  

 
WEEK 2 

22nd May Year 10 Geography Trip to  
Walton-on-the-Naze  

28th May to 
1st June 

Half Term  

9th to 10th 
June 

Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme  

18th June  Year 10 & 12  Exams Week  

21st June  Year 10 Work Shadowing 
 
Year 11 Prom 6.30-10.30pm (Spotlight 
Hoddesdon)  
 

22nd June Year 10 Work Shadowing  

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

22nd May County League Match 4 @ Gosling 
WGC 

24th May Year 7 & 8 Rounders Vs Chauncy (A)  

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  
 
It is hard to believe that next week we will be coming to the end of the summer half 
term already. It is even harder to believe that next Friday, we will be saying a sad farewell 
to our amazing Year 11 and Year 13 students, although in reality they will continue to still 
come into school to revise and complete their exams. Following this, many of the Year 11s 
will be back in September for the Sixth Form. However, next Friday will be a sad day and I 
expect there will be many tears. I would like to congratulate them all on how they have   
approached their final months in Year 11 and Year 13 and I wish them the very best of luck 
with their exams. 
 
From the 7th June, we will be hosting a six 
week Parental Support Programme, titled, 
`Understanding Teens: the gross stuff and 
the ground rules.’ These six evenings will be 
led by Sharon Lawton who runs Natural Flair 
Coaching, and who is the winner of Parent 
Coach of the Year Award 2015. This in an 
award winning parent course, and the        
outcome of this accredited programme is to 
enable parents to learn and understand more 
how they can support their teenage child! I 
strongly recommend this programme. Places 
are free but limited. If you are interested in 
joining, please book now or call 01992 446051 for more information.  
 
Parents may have heard from their child about how part of the school PE field is   
currently out of action. The issue is that this area of the school field is, despite the hot 
weather, currently waterlogged! The impact of this means that the PE department cannot 
currently fully utilise the whole of the athletics track. We are currently trying to resolve this 
issue with Broxbourne District Council as there is a large amount of surface water in the 
woods behind the school and the drainage and soakaway system that was put in place is 
no longer operating effectively. We hope to have this resolved shortly.  
 
We are now coming to the end of our building works project. Over the past 18 months, 
all the windows and roofs have been replaced around the school. This has had a significant 
impact on saving energy, providing consistent temperatures in the classroom as well as 
improving the overall appearance of the school. In addition to this, the PE and Sports     
Pavilion is now also close to completion. As previously mentioned, we have received a 
grant from the DfE to upgrade the inside of the PE changing rooms and this work will start 
over the summer months. Going forward, we are still pushing to improve the school        
facilities and we would like to continue to improve the PE and Sports Facilities by building a 
Sports Hall and 3G playing surface. Obviously, this is something that we are continually 
looking to seek funding for. 

 
“If you make the mistake of looking back too much, you aren't focused enough on 

the road in front of you” 
(Brad Paisley) 

 
Enjoy the weekend. 

 
 

Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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Year 7 
 
Shaye Addicott  Maths 
Ronni Cripps  Physical Education  
Daniel Hill   French 
 
Year 8  
 
Lorena Amendola  English 
Mia Blunden  Religious Education  
Amie-Mae Clare  English  
AJ Eaton-Carlisle English  
Lilly Griffin   Physical Education 
 
 
 
 

Year 9 
 
Ellis Hayden-Smith Science   
Ellie Robertson  Physical Education  
Connor Smith  Science  
Lily Taylor   Physical Education  
 
Year 11 
 
Millie Bazzoni  English 
Zoe Dear   English  
Mikhail Gepp  English  
Lucy Sims   English 
 
Sixth Form 
 
Emily Price  English  
Dalila Termine  English  
 

Congratulations to Harley Scott and 
Lydia Barlow (Year 10) who         
completed the Harlow 10K run for 
Race for Life in memory of Harley’s 
Mum. They managed to raise around 
£300 for Cancer Research. 
 
They did so well. We’re all very proud 
here at Robert Barclay and wanted to 
share it with you too.  

Mark Stuttle 
  Head of RE and Citizenship  
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It is through good attendance that pupils maximise their full potential enhancing their life chances for the future. Missing school 
means missing out on learning and this can have an impact on a child’s development and attainment. There is a strong statistical link 
between attendance and attainment. 
 
Children of statutory school age who are on roll at a school or academy must, by law, attend that school or academy regularly and 
punctually. Regular attendance is important, not just because the law requires it but also because it is the best way of ensuring    
children make the most of the educational opportunities available to them. 
 

Penalty Notice Process 
Schools operate the Penalty Notice process for 15 or more unauthorised absences in the current or previous term. The Penalty    
Notice requires you to pay a fine of £60 within 21 days. If this fine is not paid within the time limit, the penalty rises to £120 which 
must be paid within 28 days. If you do not pay the fine you will be liable for prosecution for this offence.  
 

Requests for absences during term time 
The Education (Pupil Registration) (England) Regulations 2006. 
 
The amendments make clear that Headteachers may not grant any leave of absence during term time unless there are exceptional  
circumstances. As a parent/guardian you are strongly urged to avoid booking holidays during term time. If your child is absent from 
school because of a holiday which has not been agreed, this will be classified as an unauthorised absence and this may lead to the 
Penalty Notice. 

 

By taking family holidays during the designated holiday periods, you will be supporting your child’s full school attendance, learning 
and development. There are 13 weeks of the year to take holidays out of term time. 

Attendance 
  
  
  

= numbers of days 
absent 

Approximate      
number of weeks 

Number of  
Lessons missed 

90% 19 days 4 weeks 100 lessons 

85% 38 days 8 weeks 200 lessons 

80% 57 days 11.5 weeks 290 lessons 

Sheryl Brackenbury, 
Attendance and SEN Administrator 

Please do not  forget to pack your water 
bottles for school !  
 
Stay hydrated in the sun and fill them up 
during break and lunch!  
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Ben Creasey 
Assistant Head 
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BANANA HUNT, Saturday 25th August 
 
Following the success of the Easter Egg Hunt, it has been decided that there should be 
a similar fun event for children and their families on Saturday, 25th August – the Bank 
Holiday weekend. This will be a BANANA HUNT! Apparently a member of the Barclay 
family (not the one who gave us our park, but several generations previously) was    
instrumental in introducing bananas to the UK. 
 

The exact form of the Hunt has yet to be finalised, but the committee are asking if some of you Friends of the park could 
commit to helping on the day. Volunteers will be needed to help with the setting up before hand, from about 11.30am, 
and also to help with the running of the event from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. If you feel that you would like to help with this, 
please let me know as soon as possible so we can be sure that there will be enough people to help. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Barclay Park. 

Alan Martin 
Teacher of Mathematics and Financial Studies 

EVC / DofE Coordinator/ Ski Leader 

Last weekend, our DofE students completed their training expedition for 
their Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. As usual it rained for most of the weekend 
and the students got a little bit wet, to say the least. On Saturday they 
walked all the way to Hertford Heath and back, all along public footpaths. 
This training expedition allowed them to learn to navigate, map read (and 
get lost) and to experience the amount of km / time they will be doing on 
their Qualifying Expedition in July. 
 
On Saturday they walked in excess of 17km (more than 10.5 miles). There 
were a few blisters, some sore shoulders and some aching legs, but back 
at school they put up their tents and cooked themselves a meal using a 
Trangia.  
 
The students were up early to cook themselves a breakfast and pack their 
tents away, ready for a 09:15 start – they were only 15 minutes late, which 
is not bad for a first attempt. 
 



6 
 

 

Madeleine Lewis 
Head of Performing Arts 

  

CLUBS  
 

All Performing Arts Clubs will be running to prepare 
for the Summer Showcase (Name TBC), which will 
be on 4th July! 
 
Dance G&T (Monday lunch in the hall) 
 
Dance Lower School (Friday lunch in hall) 
 
Music Choir (Friday lunch time)  
 
Drama Club is preparing for the Summers how 
(Tuesday Lunchtime) 
 
Extra Drama Rehearsals will be (Wednesday  
Afterschool) 

On behalf of the RE Department, we would like to wish all our 

Muslim students, staff and parents a Ramadan Mubarak!  

Ramadan started on Wednesday and continues until the 14th June 

and is a time of great religious significance for Muslims all around 

the world. 

Mark Stuttle 
  Head of RE and Citizenship  
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As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science 

called Doddle (accessible from the school dashboard or 

www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On this platform, we have resources such as 

quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch up on work missed or revise from at all key stages. In preparation for the          

upcoming GCSEs, we have also uploaded onto Doddle some “know-it” PowerPoints, which can also be located in the   

resources or browse tab.  

Reminder for GCSE pupils that you can still purchase revision guides for science from the school at a reduced price, £5 for any        

single science, and £8.99 for trilogy science books.  Nev Guijarro 
Science Teacher 

The exams are well under way for Year 11, with paper 1 for both    
Biology and Chemistry completed.  
 
Make sure you make the most of the support provided in and out of 
lessons with your teachers! 
 
Reminder for Year 11 students:  
 
Science intervention is still on a Monday. You can also access the Year 11     
revision folder from home – this contains past papers and know-it  
PowerPoints as well as revision checklists. 
 
W:\Science\2017-2018\Year 11\Revision materials  

11X1 you have another revision workshop with Mr Rowe and Miss Guijarro this Saturday, 19 th May, to help prepare you 

for your Biology paper 2 exam. We expect to have another successful session between 10am and 2pm, hopefully in the 

sun!  

http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
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Separate Sciences – Student Information Sheet 
 
You are studying the New AQA Biology, Chemistry and Physics Courses – specifications have been shared with you 
on Show My Homework and can also be found here: http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse  

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 100 1 hour 45 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of mat-
ter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Chemistry 2  
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chem-
istry of the atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

  Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Waves; Magnetism and electromagnetism; and Space physics. 
  

100 1 hour 45 

Combined Science – Student Information Sheet  
 
You are studying the AQA Trilogy Course – specification has been shared with you on Show My Homework and can 
also be found here: http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF 

Here are your exam dates and the topics covered on each paper: 

Paper Topics Marks Minutes 

Biology 1  
15th May 

Cell Biology; Organisation; Infection and response; and Bioenergetics. 70 75 

Biology 2  
11th June 

Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, variation and evolution; and Ecology. 70 75 

Chemistry 1  
17th May 

Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, and the properties of 
matter; Quantitative chemistry; Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 
  

70 75 

Chemistry 2 
13th June 

The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; 
Chemistry of the    atmosphere; and Using resources. 
  

70 75 

Physics 1  
23rd May 

 Energy; Electricity; Particle model of matter; and Atomic structure. 70 75 

Physics 2  
15th June 

Forces; Waves; and Magnetism and electromagnetism 70 75 

There is no coursework for GCSE Science.  

Higher Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification including the core practicals. 
 
Foundation Tier Candidates – you will be assessed on the whole of the specification, apart from any points with (HT) 
written next to them, including the core practicals. 
 

How are grades awarded? – Higher tier grades 4-9, Foundation tier grades 1-5. Split grades will be awarded on an 18 

point scale eg. 3-4, 4-4, 4-5. You must enter each of the six papers in the same tier, you cannot mix higher and foundation 

tier papers. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse
http://filestore.aqa.org.uk/resources/science/specifications/AQA-8464-SP-2016.PDF
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Year 10 - Final Motiva8 Session 
 
Ten Year 10 students have had the amazing opportunity to attend a day at the University of Hertfordshire, to discuss their goals and 
aspirations with university students. 
 
The students have taken part in a five week programme aimed at increasing their motivation levels, which also provided them with 
opportunities and insights into university life. The students were outstanding and we even got the opportunity to try out the  
university’s photography studio. 

 Jack McInerney 
Head of Year 10 / Pupil Premium Coordinator and Teacher of  PE 
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Safeguarding our Children - Online Safety 
 
Please take two minutes to read the latest newsletter from  Herts for Learning about keeping our children safe online! 

Tom Johnston 
            Deputy Headteacher  
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 Sarah Tweddell 
Head of Sixth Form & Subject Leader for Social Sciences  
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