
  
 

 

Dates for your Diary  

For news on sporting fixtures, events, etc., follow Physical 
Education on Twitter:    @RBA_PE 

Issue  34 Friday, 6th July 2018 

School Timetable 

Week commencing : 

 
  Monday, 9th July  

 

11th July Year 6 Transition Evening 7.00-
8.00pm (Hall)  
 
4-7pm Creative Arts Showcase 
 
Masterchef Competition 5pm 

12th July Nicky Morris Girls Championships @ 
Wodson Park 9.30am—4.00pm 
 
Transition Day 9.30-2.00pm  
 
Year 10 Art and Photography Trip to 
Royal Academy, London 9-3pm  

13th July Years 7-10 Rewards Trip to Southend  

14th July  Train Fayre 7.30am-7pm (Hall)  

14th/15th 
July 

Duke of Edinburgh Award—Phasels 
Wood, Kings Langley 

16th July Year 10 Celebration Assembly 9.00-
9.55am (Hall)  
 
Year 7 Celebration Assembly 11.20-
12.15pm (Hall) 

17th July Bruce Longden Boys Challenge @ 
Wodson Park 9.30am-4.00pm 

18th July Year 9 Celebration Assembly 9.00-
9.55am (Hall) 
 
Year 8 Celebration Assembly 11.20-
12.15pm (Hall)  

19th July Sports Celebration Evening 7pm (Hall)  

20th July End of Term 12pm Finish 

Follow us on Twitter: 

       @RBAcad 

SPORTING FIXTURES 

12th July Nicky Morris Girls Championships @ 
Wodson Park 9.30-4.00pm 

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY.  Tel:  01992 410 800  Fax:  01992 410 801  Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk                      @RBAcad 

Editor: Emma Jones 

Robert Barclay Academy Review
Education for a changing world 

 

Dear all,  

 
On Monday, it was one of our Staff INSET 
days. Staff used this day to revisit our vision 
and values and we used the time to prepare 
schemes of learning for September. In terms 
of our vision, we discussed RBAs journey so 
far and the improvements we have made. We 
then re-visited the need to raise the bar    
further! To do this, we discussed raising the 
academy’s expectations, improving the   
quality of teaching (through higher challenge) 
and improving students’ independence.  This 
is something we will now take forward to the 
new academic year.   
 

On Tuesday, we welcomed the new teaching staff (for September start) for their ‘New Staff    
Induction Day’. It was an exciting and busy day as we had over twelve new staff spending the day 
with us. In my final Newsletter (to be shared in the last week of this term), I will share and introduce the 
names and roles of all the new staff with parents and students. What was particularly nice about this 
year’s cohort is that we have three ex-students back with us who will be training to become teachers, 
in partnership with University of Hertfordshire. There is always something special about welcoming 
back and developing your own students. 
 
On Wednesday morning, we had the pleasure of welcoming Professior Huon-Gray to the 
school to talk to the students in Year 9 and 10. The Year 9 and 10 students’ feedback was that 
Professor Huon’s talk was inspirational as it provided a really useful insight into the role of the NHS 
and how they also are addressing heart disease. In addition to this, the Professor emphasised and 
promoted all the various careers within the NHS. From the school’s perspective, we wanted to use this 
opportunity to promote and inspire young people to take up Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Maths (STEM) subjects. 
 
On Wednesday afternoon, we welcomed the new Year 7 students and their parents for the   
welcome interviews. As part of our comprehensive Year 6 into 7 transition programme, these      
interviews enabled us to meet students and their families on a one to one basis so that we can share 
information about starting here at RBA and it allowed the families to share vital information with us too. 
Next Wednesday evening, the families will be back again to find out more about starting here in     
September and the students will also get to find out their new Tutor Groups too. I would like to thank 
Mrs Hart and Mrs Stabler for all their hard work and effort into ensuring that the transition from Primary 
to RBA is a smooth one. 
 
On Wednesday evening, it was time to sit back, relax and watch the fabulous Performing Arts 
Show. As always, we were entertained by a range of students who danced and sang for us. It was 
wonderful to see the array of talent on display and also to see their hard work pay off. I would like to 
take this opportunity to thank Miss Lewis for overseeing the show, particularly as this was her last one 
and we wish her all the best with her promotion. 
 
Overall, it’s been a busy but highly enjoyable week and in between these events I have also been 
enjoying the World Cup, most notably the game and result on Tuesday night! The England players and 
coaching staff showed great teamwork, effort and resilience and these attributes are exactly what we 
are trying to embed here at RBA. 
 

“Do not judge me by my success, judge me by how many times I fell down and got back up again.” 

(Nelson Mandela)  
Enjoy the warm weekend. 
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Year 6 welcome interviews were held on Wednesday 
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 Year 7 

 
Tia Bliss   Physical Education x 2  
Pippa Hartley  Science 
Tiffany Lawrence Science 
Keira Morgan  Science 
George Smith  Science 
Grace Walker  Art  
 
 
Sixth Form 
 
Abbie Kermode  Physical Education  

 Lee Smith 
FORBA 
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 Val Tatum            Antony Passarelli  
Head of Creative Arts      Head of Photography 
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Adam Gant 
Head of PE and Health / House Leader / BTEC Quality Nominee

  

INDIVIDUAL AND TEAM SUCCESS AT DISTRICT ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
On Friday, 29th June over 70 RBA students took part at the annual District Athletics Championships which was held at Wodson Park 
in Ware.  Our opposition on the day came from 10 other local schools including Richard Hale, Presdales, Broxbourne, Simon Balle, 
John Warner, Goffs, St Marys, Haileybury Turnford, Sele and Chauncy. 
 
There was some outstanding individual performances.  Top 3 positions came from: 

 

 
Tia Bliss 1st in Minor Girls High Jump and 200m also voted ‘Outstanding 

Performance of the Day’ 

Archie Jones 1st in Minor Boys Shot and 3rd in Discus 

Will Sadler 1st in Inter Boys Discus 

Kian Seymour 1st in Junior Boys Hammer and 3rd in Discus 

Abbie Kermode 1st in Senior Girls Javelin 

Archie Peck 2nd in Inter Boys Triple and 800m 

Ronni Cripps 2nd in Minor Girls Shot Putt 

Zoe Goodey 2nd in Junior Girls Shot Putt 

Connor Coupland 2nd in Junior Boys 80m Hurdles 

Luke Tulley 2nd in Junior Boys Long Jump 

Polly Dipper 2nd in Inter Girls Triple Jump 

Dylan Smith 3rd in Inter Boys Pole Vault 

Alysia Lawrence 3rd in Minor Girls Discus 

Molly Ludlam 3rd in Senior Girls Triple Jump 

Drew Birmingham 3rd in Minor Boys Triple Jump 

Louie Chillingworth 3rd in Junior Boys Triple Jump 

Jaden Edwards 3rd in Minor Boys High Jump 

Lily Taylor 3rd in Junior Girls Long Jump and 3rd in Hurdles 

Finn Tully 3rd in Minor Boys Long Jump 

Charlotte McCafferty 3rd in Minor Girls Hurdles 

Well done to all the athletes who took part, helping us finish in the top four overall as a 

school.  Also a big thank you to the Sports Leaders that assisted the running of the        

Championships brilliantly.   

We have two more athletics competitions coming up: Thursday, 12th July we have the Nicky 
Morris Challenge (Girls) and on Tuesday, 17th July we finish with the Bruce Longden       
Challenge (Boys).   
 

Please do not forget we end the year with our Sports Presentation Evening on Thursday, 19th 

July.  This is a chance to celebrate the participation and achievement of all students that 

have taken a part in school sport this year, please look out for a letter with more details next 

week. 
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With only two weeks left until the end of term, there is unbelievably only 10 points separating the current top two House Teams.  Without giving 
anything away as to who these teams are, I can tell you that the House in first place currently has 8513 points with the House currently in second 
on 8503 points! 
 
A massive well done to all the students that have worked extremely hard throughout the year gaining points for their teams.  There is still time to 
make a difference, so keep striving to achieve as many House Points as you can until the end of the year. 
 
The winning house will be revealed in the final assembly on the last day of term and will be presented with the prestigious RBA House              
Trophy.  Can Curie win it again or can a new House finally take the victory? 
 
Congratulations to the current individual top 20 House Point earners below: 

Forename Surname 
Total 

House 
Points 

Reg House 

Brooklyn Buck 208 7A Owens 

Jasmine Thatcher 199 7E Da Vinci 

Sienna Warren 194 7C Curie 

Alycia Volante 194 7E Pankhurst 

Meghan Curl 184 8C Curie 

Libby Mardell-Lines 183 9A Curie 

Sophie Wood 182 7C Da Vinci 

Grace Walker 182 7E Owens 

Charlotte McCafferty 181 7E Owens 

Chardonnay Jones 179 8D Curie 

Holli Quinn 175 9E Pankhurst 

Keera Dawes 171 8C Owens 

Logan Conyard 167 7E Da Vinci 

Lewis Chaperlin 166 9E Da Vinci 

Ella-May Ince 164 7C Owens 

Charlotte Blacklock 161 7A Austen 

Bethan Wilsdon 160 7E Austen 

Ruby Brown 159 9A Da Vinci 

Ruby Franklin 158 7D Austen 

Connor Smith 157 9A Owens 

More photos from the District Athletics Championships: 

Adam Gant 
Head of PE and Health / House Leader / BTEC Quality Nominee
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Year 7 Day Trip to Boulogne, France  -  Thursday, 28 June 

Year 7 students went on a cultural awareness trip to Boulogne last Thursday.  We met very early at 5.15 so that we could get to the 

ferry by 7:30.  The first stop in Boulogne was to the WW1 and WW2 cemetery as part of our History curriculum. We had a work   

booklet and had to find graves which matched the pictures.  We  discovered a Jewish grave from WW1 and thought how sad that 

Jewish people had helped to fight the Germans in WW1 yet suffered in WW2.  After that we visited the Old Town and had lunch on 

the ramparts.  Following that, we learnt how sweets can be made from sugar and filled in a Science worksheet about it. Freddie had a 

go at making some sweets.  We had Euros so were able to buy lots of sweets at the end.  After that we visited a Crêperie where we 

learnt how to make and flip crêpes and then were able to put our own toppings on - which was delicious.  Our coach drivers were 

great and even let us have a little bit of time to go to the beach.  A perfect end to a fantastic day.  Merci! 

A hand-carved marzipan sculpture we were given on the trip  

 Siobhan Ferrandes 
Teacher of MFL 

YEAR 7 PHOTO COMPETITION OF THE DAY TRIP TO FRANCE 
 
Year 7 students who went on the day trip to Boulogne are invited to take part in a 
photo competition.  The MFL Department would like to receive your best photo of 
the day.  All entrants will receive a prize for participating.  Prizes will be awarded 
for the following: 
 

1. Learning outside the classroom 

2. Cultural awareness 

3. Fun Factor 

4. Artistic merit 

 
The overall winner will have their photo used to promote the trip next year.  
Please send your entries to:  
Mrs Ferrandes – Sferrandes@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk by Wednesday, 11 
July. 

mailto:Siobhan.ferrandes@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Please do not  forget to pack your    
water bottles for school !  
 
Stay hydrated in the sun and fill them 
up during break and lunch!  

 Tom Johnston 
Deputy Headteacher 
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Special guest 
 
On Wednesday, 4th July we had a special speaker coming in from the NHS to talk to Year 9s and Year 10s. 

Professor Huon Gray MD FRCP FESC FACC is the National Clinical Director for Heart Disease for NHS 

England and has been since 2013. This was an exciting opportunity for Year 9s and 10s to find out about 

all the types of careers that they could go into within the NHS and coincides with the 70th anniversary of the 

NHS. Students had the chance to prepare in Form Time and for homework, questions to ask Professor 

Gray. It was a privilege to be hosting such a prestigious man in the Science Department. We even had 

questions from staff! 

Huon’s talk involved the following: 
 “Something about me” and the NHS 
 The Heart and Circulation 
 Arteriosclerosis and Risk factors 
 Heart attack and Cardiac arrest 
 The problem with ageing 
 Summary and comments (with Q&A) 

 

Professor Huon Gray’s profile 
 Left school in 1972 at age 18 
 Medicine was the ‘family business’ 
 Medical School in London for 5 years and qualified MB.BS.  

in 1977 
 5 years of hospital training in general medicine 
 2 years of full-time Postgraduate Research (M.D.)  
 4 years of specialist training in Cardiology  
 Appointed to be Consultant Cardiologist in Southampton  

in 1989 (aged 34) 

 As well as looking after patients locally, had opportunities to work with others in national and international societies,            

universities, pharma and devices industry, the Department of Health and NHS England etc. 

Professor Gray’s advice to our GCSE students:  
 Work hard, play hard and be excited about your opportunities 
 Don’t get anxious about not knowing what you  

“want to do”. Be influenced by what motivates  
you, seek information, and be determined 

 Many opportunities exist in healthcare 
 A life in the NHS can be very rewarding 
 
For more information: 
Initiatives, events and ways to get involved to mark the NHS at 70  
www.nhs70.nhs.uk 
Find out more about the 350+ careers in the NHS 
www.stepintothenhs.co.uk    www.healthcareers.nhs.uk 
Volunteering and work experience 
www.nhs70.nhs.uk/workexperience 
NHS Youth Forum – have your say on health services  
www.england.nhs.uk/youthforum 
History of NHS in England from 1948 to the present day 
https://www.nhs70.nhs.uk/about/nhs-history 
Each week a new person curates @NHS and shares their NHS story 
www.twitter.com/NHS 

As you by now know, we have invested in an excellent platform in science 

called Doddle (accessible from the school dashboard or 

www.doddlelearn.co.uk). On this platform, we have resources such as 

quizzes and PowerPoints to help catch up on work missed, or revise from, at all key stages.  

 Nev Guijarro 
Assistant Head of Science 

http://www.nhs70.nhs.uk/
http://www.stepintothenhs.co.uk/
http://www.healthcareers.nhs.uk/
http://www.nhs70.nhs.uk/workexperience
http://www.england.nhs.uk/youthforum
https://www.nhs70.nhs.uk/about/nhs-history
http://www.twitter.com/NHS
http://www.doddlelearn.co.uk
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 Nathalie Josiah 
Assistant Headteacher 

 
Every year, we host Celebration Assemblies; a time where we reward many students for their achievements 
throughout the year. As in previous years, we would like to invite parents into school and join us in these 
assemblies so that you can observe what a Celebration Assembly is like at Robert Barclay Academy and 
you can witness your child possibly receive an Award and experience their feeling of enjoyment and pride 
with us. 
 
The times of the assemblies this year are: 
 
Year 10:   Monday, 16th July                    9.00am - 9.55am 
 
Year 7:   Monday, 16th July        11.20am - 12.15pm 
 
Year 9:   Wednesday, 18th July              9.00am - 9.55am 
 
Year 8:   Wednesday, 18th July        11.20am - 12.15pm 

 
 
We appreciate that as parents, you may have to take time out of from your work; however, we do hope that 
you can join us on this special day to celebrate the success of students at RBA! 

 Nathalie Josiah 
Assistant Headteacher 
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BANANA HUNT, Saturday 25th August 
Following the success of the Easter Egg Hunt, it has been decided that there should be a similar fun 
event for children and their families on Saturday, 25th August – the Bank Holiday weekend. This will 
be a BANANA HUNT! Apparently a member of the Barclay family (not the one who gave us our park, 
but several generations previously) was instrumental in introducing bananas to the UK. 

 
The exact form of the Hunt has yet to be finalised, but the committee are asking if some of you Friends of the park could 
commit to helping on the day. Volunteers will be needed to help with the setting up before hand, from about 11.30am, 
and also to help with the running of the event from 1.00pm to 3.00pm. If you feel that you would like to help with this, 
please let me know as soon as possible so we can be sure that there will be enough people to help. 
 
Thank you for your continued support of Barclay Park. 

Parent Rep 
 
One of the principles behind DSPL is that it should take account of local needs and for this reason, we have a management         
committee of representatives who shape the strategy based on the local needs of the area. This representation includes parent     
representatives. After many years of service, Jane Howard one of our parent reps has decided it is time to stand down and so we are 
looking for a new parent. The role will involve attending DSPL4 management meetings each half term and bringing the parent view to 
these. There will also be meetings with all the parent reps from other DSPL areas. Ideally, as our other parent rep is very involved 
with the autistic community, we would like the new parent to represent a different group of parents. I have attached information to this 
message (DSPL area reps roles and resps 2016-17). For more information about DSPL is available on the website: 
 www.hertsdirect.org/dspl    
 
 
Epping Inclusion Project 
 
Please follow the link below with regards to activities Epping Inclusion Project are running in the summer holidays.  
https://eppingforestdc.bookinglive.com/holiday-activities?stage=Stage   
 


