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Welcome 
The sixth form at Robert Barclay Academy offers a 
vibrant and supportive learning environment, 
where our students enjoy their studies and do well.   
Our number one priority is to ensure that our 
students succeed and have the skills, knowledge 
and understanding they need to be successful in 
their chosen careers and further study. 
 
When you start at Robert Barclay Academy Sixth 
Form, you can be confident that you will have the 
opportunities and support that will enable you to 
achieve your potential, whatever field that might be 
in. 
 
This is a time of great change and challenges for sixth 
form students all over the country and we are ready to 
meet these changes. We are continuously reviewing 
and developing our curriculum, creating opportunities 
for our students to excel both academically and 
personally.  
 
This is an inclusive sixth form;  we value each student, 
so we make sure that they are on the pathway which 
suits them best.  Our former students’ post-school 
destinations are a testament to our philosophy.  Last 
year 100% of students went on to further education or 
employment with over half of them progressing to 
university.  In other words, we work hard to ensure that 
every student, on leaving Robert Barclay Academy, 
reaches a destination which is suitable for them. 
 
We hope you find the information in this booklet useful 
and we look forward to welcoming you to our sixth form 
next September. 

• Students’ results were ranked as 
being in the top 25% of the 
country 

• 93% pass rate at A Level/BTEC 

• Personalised curriculum 

• Small teaching classes 

• Excellent private study facilities 

• Leadership opportunities 

• Distinct pathway choices 

• Support with university & higher 
education applications 

• Links with local businesses, 
universities and training providers 

• First class, specialist facilities in 
technology, media and the arts 

• Careers guidance and support 

• Developed wellbeing facilities 

• Strong support from sixth form 
tutor team 

• Enrichment activities  

What does our Sixth Form offer? 

Mr Kevin White 

Head of Sixth Form 

Mr Antony Passarelli 

Deputy Head of Sixth Form 

90% of students  said they would recommend Robert Barclay Academy Sixth Form to others. 

 (Student Survey) 
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The Steps to Sixth Form  
A major key to your success is the research you do 
and the plans you make over the next few months.   

Now is the time for you to start thinking about where 
you see yourself in two years’ time.   

This will then inform the choices that you have to 
make .  

You will receive advice and guidance every step of 
the way, however, only you can make that decision! 

Tuesday 10th November: Sixth form options evening starts at 6.00pm 

Thursday 19th and Friday 20th November: Academic Review Day & application form issued. Academic Review day 

is an excellent opportunity to discuss your future with your tutor—what do you want to do?   

Monday 23rd November:  Deadline for application form to reach Mr White (Head of Sixth Form). 

Friday 11th December: Initial response letters sent to parents by Deputy Headteacher regarding applications re-

ceived. 

Thursday 14th January: Futures Day & Parents’ Evening 

By Futures Day, you should have decided the courses you wish to take. You will get more opportunities to research 

and discuss options and hear from universities, employers and colleges about pathways beyond sixth form.   

Monday  18th - Friday 22nd January:  

1. Headteacher’s interviews— You will meet for a formal interview to discuss your year 11 progress and plans 

2. Sixth Form Interviews—You will meet the Head of Sixth Form or a Senior Member of staff to discuss your applica-

tion to Sixth From 

You will get the most out of these meetings if you have some ideas about what you plan to do after sixth form.  

Friday 5th February: Final Application forms (in light of interviews) 

Monday 22nd February: Pre-G examinations start  

Wednesday 5th May: Final Conditional offers published for successful applicants (and parents) 

We will write to you to confirm your place in sixth form.  However, this will be conditional on you achieving certain 

grades in your GCSE’s including English and Maths. It is important that you use the Easter holidays to attend Easter 

school and prepare as thoroughly as possible for your exams. 

Wednesday 26th May: GCSE examinations start 

Tuesday 6th - Wednesday 7th July:  Sixth form Experience Days Induction (compulsory attendance for students 

given offers of a place) 

You will learn more about sixth form life and the subjects you will be studying, as well as have the opportunity to get to 

know your fellow sixth formers a bit better and enjoy a special Robert Barclay Academy celebration on the final day! 

Friday 27th August: Results  day & sixth form enrolment  

Thursday 2nd September TBC: Sixth form enrolment and start of Year 12 (check on school website) 

Sixth Form Pre-Application Deadline: 23rd November 2020 
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Student Support 

The quality of teaching is a real strength of our 
sixth form. Smaller class sizes and a focus on 
student led learning means that the style of 
these lessons can be very different to those you 
may have experienced lower down the school. 
Lessons in sixth form can be seen as a 
transition between school and university, where 
you develop the skills you will need for higher 
learning, whilst still in a supportive environment 
with teachers who know you well.  Focusing on 
fewer subjects gives you the opportunity to 
explore topics in much more detail, developing 
in depth knowledge and fostering your interest 
in each subject.     

96% of students say they feel supported in preparation for 

exams 

100% of students say they are expected to study outside their lesson and read around the subject 

“Students in the sixth form speak highly of their teachers.  They are enthusiastic about their growing profile in the school, act-

ing as mentors to younger students and supporting their learning through activities such as hearing them read.  Students feel 

secure and understand how to keep themselves safe.”  Ofsted  

Having the support from 
staff to be able to learn 

things we wouldn’t 
elsewhere 

It’s great being able to organise our 
own time, and learn to be independent 
with the help and support of teachers   

 
Having our own space to learn is 

the best thing about sixth form  

What our Students Say 
Students find their sixth form experience both challenging and rewarding. They feel that they are treated like 
adults and value the greater freedom and independence that sixth form brings. They consistently say that 
teachers are helpful but that students need to be prepared to work hard!  The dedicated Sixth Form Learn-
ing Centre is particularly well received, and students find it useful having their own space, time and re-
sources to work independently. 

All statistics and comments taken from student survey, October 2018 

Sixth Form Learning Centre 
The sixth form centre is a bespoke space for you to 
work independently, and in groups. There is wi-fi 
throughout, and 28 computers, fully networked and 
available to students from 7am—5pm. You will be 
expected to treat the facilities with care, and to tidy up 
after yourselves, which is a life skill in development! 
You will be making the decision to apply for sixth form 
with the knowledge that it involves hard work and 
commitment. We support students in this by providing 
excellent facilities and support network of dedicated 
teachers.  

Independent Study (not “free periods”!) 
You will be allocated time each week for 
independent study. You will be expected to use 
this time constructively either on further study or 
on research. For each hour of taught lessons in 
school, you will need to spend upwards of one 
hour on independent study in order to achieve 
your full potential. Year 12 and 13 students are 
required to remain in school for the whole 
school day, attending registration at the 
beginning and end. 
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 Tutor Time 
Each student is allocated to a tutor group and your 
tutor will see you twice a day. You have the 
opportunity to discuss your progress both formally 
and informally throughout the year. Sixth form tutors 
are the first point of contact between parents and the 
school. For students applying to university, your tutor 
will support you during the application process and 
write your reference.  
Progress reports are issued towards the end of the 
Autumn term, as is Academic Review Day (ARD).  
We have progress reports before Easter and full 
parents evenings in place after Christmas. Parents 
will of course be contacted at other times if there are 
issues which arise. The Head of Sixth form and 
Deputy Head of Sixth form are available most 
mornings for meetings with parents if you need to 
make an appointment.  

Absence and Attendance 
Full attendance is vital to support achievement. All sixth form students are expected to aim for 100% 
attendance. Attendance at morning and afternoon registration is compulsory for Year 12 and initially for Year 
13. Absence and attendance will be monitored by form tutors and any students causing concern will be 
referred. Attendance data also forms part of our references to future colleges, universities and employers. 
Holidays during term time are not permitted. 

  

 

The House System 
Each sixth form student is allocated to one of our 5 houses and is expected to play a full part in house activi-
ties, as well as many house competitions that run each term. House captains are appointed from year 12 
early in the Autumn term and lead house competitions and encourage participation from the lower years.  

Sixth Form students lead the House System as House 

Captains. 
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Enrichment and Extra Curricular 

“Being Head Boy gave me an opportunity to put back into the school that has given me so much in 

the years that I have been here, helping students and staff wherever I could.  

Jake, Head Boy 2018- 19 

We offer a range of enriching academic courses to support students’ post-16 aspirations. These include 
the Extended Project Qualification, and our in house Core Skills Programme. 
 
There are also many opportunities to enjoy activities beyond purely academic study and all students are 
expected to take advantage of these. Many students take part in paired reading schemes where they 
meet regularly with a younger student to support their literacy skills, or act as peer mentors to younger 
students. 
 
We have a range of visiting speakers throughout the year, during our enrichment block and also during 
assemblies. Our external speakers have ranged from university professors to local business people, to 
former students. 
 
Core Skills is our bespoke programme of skills useful for life in general, delivering the requirements of the 
British Values, Citizenship, SMSC, RE, careers and health education. It includes exciting modules such as 
self defence, first aid, debating and applying for work. 
 
One expectation is that our students should complete 25 hours of community volunteering, which can be 
done in school, benefitting our students, or in the wider community through an approved charity or 
voluntary organisation. These hours are tracked and form part of future references, as well as leading to 
the RBA Community Engagement Certificate.  
 
Leadership skills 
Early in the Autumn term, we appoint House Captains from the year 12 intake. Many of these students 
develop their leadership skills to a great extent and they are then in-line for posts of Prefects, and Head 
Boy and Head Girl when we come to appoint them in the Summer term. Prefects will have a very 
important role within the school, both supporting staff on every day issues and representing the school at 
a wide range of events throughout the year. 
 
The school also has a Junior Leadership Team, chaired by the Head Boy and Head Girl and led by 
representatives from Year 12. The JLT actively represent the views of the wider student body and report 
to the Senior Leadership Team. The Head team will also attend school governor meetings.  
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One of the greatest benefits of a small Sixth form is that the 
staff really get to know you and you really get to know us.    

Your tutor will follow you through your two years of the sixth 
form and will take a holistic view of your sixth form time.  
They will track your progress carefully and will also be writing your reference for university/job/apprenticeship 
applications, so it is important for you that the relationship you build with them is a good one.   

During morning tutorial time, you will have the opportunity for class discussions on topics such as current affairs, 
student finance, post—18 options and exam preparation.  There will also be times when your tutor has a 1:1 tutorial 
with you, perhaps to talk through a recent report, your university application or to discuss your progress in lessons.  

Support & Guidance 

Although A Levels are a lot of hard work, the teachers and 
people in the sixth form will help you make your way through it. 

A Level Student 
 

Our Sixth Form Team 
We are fortunate to have a dedicated Sixth Form leadership and tutorial team 
offering a wealth of experience across several key subject areas 

 

Leadership 

Mr K White   Head of Sixth Form, Head of Social Sciences 

Mr A. Passarelli   Deputy Head of Sixth Form, Head of Photography 

Mr B. Creasey   Assistant Headteacher 

 

Sixth Form Tutors 

Mrs E. Riley   Head of Maths and Wider Leadership Team 

Mr S. Fitzgerald   Teacher of English 

Mrs D. Fox   Teacher of Maths (i/c KS5 Maths) 

Mrs L. Cassar   Teacher of Food and Nutrition 

  

Other staff working closely with Sixth Form: 

Ms J. Broadhurst Exams Officer 

Mrs L. Smith Pastoral Support Officer 

Mrs S. Brackenbury Attendance Officer 

 

We also work with the ‘Connexions’ advisor for further advice and guidance. 

Sixth Form Facilities 
Our Sixth Form Learning 
Centre is the heart of our 
Sixth Form, with 
excellent ICT facilities as 
well as group and 
individual learning 
zones.   
 
We encourage silent 
learning in here, and 
students have use of the 
school library, directly 
opposite. 
 
In addition, students also 
enjoy the use of some 
first class facilities in the 
Creative Arts, Media and 
Technology 
departments. 
 
Students are welcome to 
use their own devices in 
the Sixth Form area for 
study purposes. 

96% of students  agreed that their tutor  

provides useful support and guidance 
Student Survey 
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Once you have made the positive choice to be part of the Robert Barclay 

Academy Sixth Form we expect you to show both enthusiasm and commit-

ment for your chosen course of study, and for life in the sixth form. Success 

at A Level is highly dependant upon regular attendance and you should be 

punctual both to school, and  to all classes. In the sixth form you will be role 

models for all younger pupils. You will be treated as young adults and we 

obviously expect you to act responsibly. If you are to  enjoy the privileges of 

sixth form life to the full we do expect you to follow some important guide-

lines.  

Our Expectations 

Dress Code 

Sixth formers at Robert Barclay Academy have some discretion to make certain choices about 

their working clothes, but are expected to set an example of smart appearance to other year 

groups. The Sixth form dress code is smart office wear, business-like, and the requirements are 

as follows: 

• Suit – i.e. navy, grey or black tailored jacket and trousers, dress or knee length skirt. Excessively 

short skirts, stretchy skirts, ‘bodycon’ dresses, ‘skinny’ jeans, shorts, culottes, Capri pants, leggings 

and tight trousers are not permitted.  

• Shirt with tie for boys and shirt or smart top ideally with collar for girls – without logos. 

• Smart shoes – no trainers or other causal shoes. No excessively high heels or knee high boots. 

• Plain socks or tights should be worn. 

• Vest tops and tops that reveal midriffs are not permitted. 

• Hooded tops are not permitted 

• Only one ear piercing is permitted in school – one earring in the lower earlobe. No other facial 

piercings are allowed. 

• No visible tattoos are allowed  

• Hair should be neat, a natural colour, no less than a number 2 and should not be outrageous in 

style.  

• A suit jacket must be worn walking around school, in assemblies and for other formal occasions.  

If you have sports, drama or dance lessons you are expected to come into school in your smart clothes 

and change for your lesson in school. It is important that sportswear adheres to your individual subject’s 

requirements and if you are walking around school you are appropriately covered.  

If you are not deemed appropriately dressed, you will be sent home to change.  

 

The sixth form school day runs from 08.30-

16.00, with a 6th period taking place on 

some days. You are expected to arrange all 

other activities around this.  

Robert Barclay Academy is a no phone 

zone, and we reserve the right 

to confiscate phones if seen 

during the school day. 
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Pathways through Sixth Form: ACE (Academic, Combined or Extended) 

This pathway is the ‘traditional’ academic route for post-
16 qualifications.  Students on this pathway should have 
mainly 5s  and 6s at GCSE, including grades 5s or 
above in both Mathematics and English.  It is likely you 
will be considering university, and this pathway will equip 
you with the skills and qualifications to apply for the top 
universities in the UK.    
 
You should be considering taking 3 A Levels and is likely 
that one of these subjects will be a facilitating* subject 
These are subjects which are most commonly required 
as specific entry requirements for degree courses.    
You will have the opportunity to enhance your studies, 
through the extended project qualification (EPQ), 
leadership development and independent / online 
learning in order to give you the best chance of success 
with your university  application. 

• Mathematics 

• Further Mathematics 

• English Literature 

• Physics 

• Biology  

• Chemistry  

• Geography 

• History  

*Facilitating Subjects 

Academic Pathway Combined Pathway 

This pathway gives you greater flexibility, yet still 
designed to prepare you for university and continuing 
your education beyond school.  You have probably 
achieved mostly 4s and 5s at GCSE but It is also an ideal 
pathway if you have a specific interest or talent, such as 
in the Arts or Technology, or if you want to study a range 
of different subjects, you may also wish to take BTEC 
qualifications as well as or instead of A Level study.  
 
This pathway gives you a wide range of choices when 
you finish sixth form, preparing you for University 
degrees or specialist diplomas, higher level 
apprenticeships and school leaver training programmes. 
 
You will be encouraged to develop your leadership and 
employability skills through a wide range of enrichment 
options such as Dragons’ Apprentice Challenge and the 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award. 

“The subjects on offer here are more suited to 

the career I wish to pursue than what was on 

offer at my previous school.”   

Year 12 Student 

“By choosing facilitating subjects at A level, you will have a much wider range of options open to you at 
university. An advanced level qualification in any facilitating subject will keep open to you a number of degree 
courses.”   

 
‘Informed Choices’   www.russellgroup.ac.uk 

Academic Pathway 

This pathway is a bespoke and tailored set of 
qualifications and opportunities, designed to prepare you 
for application to the best universities in the UK or 
beyond. 
 
You will have the opportunity to study up to 4 A levels 
(usually at least 1-2 facilitating subjects) and you would 
enhance your CV by taking the EPQ. As a student on 
this pathway, you will have regular one-to-one meetings 
with a staff mentor, to help you stay on top of your 
workload and use your study time productively. You will 
also have access to specific courses, talks or university 
visits designed to help support your application to 
university. 
 
Competitive universities will often prefer students to 
have studied at least two facilitating subjects* for many 
courses.  This is particularly important if you are 
considering applying to Oxford or Cambridge.  Certain 
university courses such as Medicine will require you to 
study a very specific range of courses so it is important 

Extended Pathway 
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Academic 
Pathway 

Combined     
Pathway 

Extended 
Pathway 

What is it? 

A highly academic, challenging and 
exciting curriculum which will prepare 

you for further study at the most 
competitive UK universities 

A personalised programme  leading 
to a wide range of opportunities and 
one that you can tailor to suit your 

own talents, interests and aspirations 

A highly academic, challenging and 
exciting curriculum which will prepare 

you for further study at the most 
competitive UK universities 

Likely             
programme of 

study 

3 x A Levels  
(usually with at least 1 
"Facilitating Subject") 

3 x Level 3 Courses 
 

A Levels or BTECs 
 

Retake exams if needed 

4 x A Levels  
(usually with at least 1-2 
"Facilitating Subjects") 

At GCSE you 
will have 
achieved 

Minimum of 5 grade 5s at 
GCSE or equivalent 

 

At least a 5 in English & Maths 

Minimum of 5 grade 4s at 
GCSE or equivalent 

 

At least a 4 in English & Maths 
 

Minimum of 5 grade 7s 
 

At least a 5 in English & Maths 
 

Examples of 
Enrichment 

activities 

Student Leadership (House 
Captain, JLT, Head Student) 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
Razed Roof, Sports Leaders’ 

Award, Arts Award Gold, Dragons’ 
Apprentice Challenge, Lower 

School Mentoring, Razed Roof 

Student Leadership (House 
Captain, JLT, Head Student) 
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, 
Razed Roof, Sports Leaders’ 

Award, Arts Award Gold, Dragons’ 
Apprentice Challenge, Lower 

School Mentoring, Razed Roof 

Extended Project Qualification  
Event Organisation 

Online University taster courses 
Top Universities Club 

Student Leadership (House 
Captain, JLT, Head Student) 

 
Any of the enrichment activities for 

pathways A / B  

Likely              
Progression 

University 
Specialist HE College 

Degree Apprenticeships 
Higher Apprenticeships 
School leaver training        

programmes 

Further Vocational Training  
School leaver training 

programmes 
Higher Apprenticeships 

Employment 
Sports qualification at University 

Competitive University Courses 
(Oxbridge, Russell  Group & 

subject top 20) 
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Academic Pathway 
Student A is on target to get mainly 5s and 6s at GCSE and is interested in Architecture.  She 
likes Chemistry and definitely wants to take this at A Level.  She thinks she might want to go 
to Warwick University, so needs 2 facilitating subject—she chooses Chemistry, Mathematics 
and Fine Art. 
 
In Year 12, she does an Extended project qualification, researching an aspect of architecture 
that interests her.  Throughout the Sixth Form she develops her confidence and leadership 
skills as a House Captain and by mentoring younger students.  In her summer holiday she 
finds a work experience placement with an Architecture firm and spends a few weeks here 
which will prove valuable when she applies to university. 

Combined Pathway 
Student B is good at History, and likes I.T. He is on target for mainly 5s and 6s at GCSE, and 
predicted an APS of 4.05. He is interested in working in the city or in Business,  but is not sure 
if university is for him and would like to keep his options open.    
He chooses Drama, Financial Studies and BTEC ICT.  Throughout the sixth form he builds his 
leadership skills by participating in Duke of Edinburgh and taking on responsibilities at school 
events. This also looks fantastic on his university personal statement! 
He is supported to carry out further research into university courses & higher / degree 
apprenticeships to explore which  is right for him. 

Extended Pathway 
Student C is hard working, self-motivated and driven to succeed. She knows exactly what 
she wants to do after sixth form and is determined to achieve this. She already has a proven 
track record of success at GCSE, achieving grade 7s or better in most of her subjects. She 
has researched the requirements for the university course she hopes to attend eventually and 
has chosen the right courses to achieve them. She knows that studying 4 A levels will be a 
challenge but is willing to do them in order to pursue her goals. She is also willing to 
participate in the wider life of the Sixth Form so that her reference is excellent when she 
applies in a few years’ time. She knows that access to this programme will be only available 
to a select few students and may require additional interviews to be undertaken. 

Which Pathway is Suitable for me? 

Below  are some typical profiles of a student on each pathway 

 

Choose a course because…. 

 
  

✓  You are good at it 

✓  You enjoy it 

✓  It will help you be successful in your career 

✓  You need it for your chosen university course 

 

Do not choose a course purely because… 

 
  

  You like the teacher 

  You’ve been told it’s easy 

  Your friends are doing it 

  Other people want you to do it 
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Beyond Sixth Form 
Our priority as a Sixth Form team is to equip you with the  
skills, knowledge and qualifications you need to successfully  
make the next step in your education or career. 
 
  

Support with University Applications 
 
Selecting the right university and making your  
applications takes time and careful research.     
We will fully support you throughout this  
process  with personal statement workshops,  
interview preparation and 1:1 tutorials.   
We are developing strong links with Anglia Ruskin University, as one of their “Beacon Schools” giving us 
access to  visiting speakers, support programmes and university visits.   We will track your progress with your 
application so that you can be confident you are receiving the best possible advice and guidance throughout 
the process, starting with selecting the right A Level subjects for your chosen course. 
 
Additional support will be available for students applying to Russell Group universities and/or Medicine. This 
will be personalised according to the individual needs of the students and will include a range of activities 
designed to support, stretch and challenge.  For example, opportunities to visit top universities, taster lectures 
or summer schools and support with preparation for Oxbridge or Pre-Medicine exams.  We will support you 
and encourage you to find appropriate work experience placements during the summer, which are highly 

valued by universities.   
 

Apprenticeships and Employment 
 
Although over  half our students progress onto 
university, we appreciate that this is not for everyone 
and many of our Sixth Formers go onto enjoy further 
success on apprenticeships or school leaver training  
programmes.  Many higher apprenticeships now offer 
training up to degree level, so you get the best of both 
worlds! 
We have excellent links with a number of local 
businesses as well as large national companies.   
Recently, our Sixth Form students have been involved in 
opportunities at Volker Vessels, Marks & Spencer and    

                                                                                     British Telecom. 
 
We are extremely proud of the inclusive and diverse nature of our Sixth Form and  believe this gives our 
students a unique breadth of activities  to support them with the important choices they are making. 

Subjects studied at university by our 2017 leavers 

www.ucas.com 
www.thecompleteuniversityguide.co.uk 
www.russellgroup.ac.uk 
https://nationalcareersservice.direct.gov.uk 
www.apprenticeshipguide.co.uk 
www.gov.uk/apprenticeships-guide 

Further Information 
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Notes 
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Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon. Herts.  EN11 8JY 
admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk     www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk 

T: 01992 410800        @RBAcad 
  Part of the Scholars’ Academies Trust 

                                                                                                     Headteacher Mr Ced de la Croix.  BSc (hons) 
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