
Friday 2nd July 2021 

Review: 36—Headteacher’s Update 
 

Dear all,  

Here are this week’s headlines and notices: 
 

At the time of writing this, the school is just about to commence its Annual House Sports Day! It has 

been touch-and-go as to whether we would be able to host this sporting event this year due to Covid and due to having a wa-

ter-logged field. However, I am very pleased that we have been able to put this event on 

for the students and next week we will share the results with you.  

 

On the subject of athletics, I would like to congratulate the following stu-

dents, Kian Seymour (Year 11), Hayden Williams (Year 9) and Raphael 

Assafo (Year 9). These students represented RBA at the County Athletics competition 

which was held at Jarman Park in Hemel Hempstead. Kian competed in the Hammer and 

gained the Bronze medal overall. This is an amazing effort, to be the third best Hammer 

thrower in all of Hertfordshire. Raphael managed to qualify and compete in the 200 me-

tres final and performed extremely well. Hayden Williams finished 4th in the hammer 

throw event. I would also like to thank Mr Gant for giving up his time at the weekend and 

supporting these athletes at the event. 

 

Recently, all the Trust Schools carried out a parental survey with each of their respective parents. 4 

questions were asked to parents and over the next two weeks, I plan to share the results of these. First-

ly, I would like to thank the 283 parents who responded to the survey. Your feedback is important to us as we use the feed-

back to help us improve. 95% of parents fed back that they would recommend RBA to another parent. The last time we sur-

veyed parents (June 2019), this percentage was 90% so it is pleasing that we have seen an improvement in this area. Our 

goal is of course 100%! On another question, 86% of parents stated they agreed or strongly agreed that they are told how well 

their child is doing. We don’t have any similar questions from previous surveys so it is difficult to say whether we have im-

proved in this area. However, it is clear that we have some more work to do to communicate to all parents as to how their child 

is progressing. We hope to make further use of Edulink to assist us with this. 

 

It is clear that the infection rate is on the rise locally.  I would like to thank parents for supporting us by ensuring 

their child completes the LFD tests twice a week at home (Sunday and Wednesday evening). We had a false alarm this week 

as a student’s LFD test indicated they were positive however a follow up PCR test proved the case was indeed negative. We 

had to make calls to parents in the evening and where we couldn’t get through we sent emails. These telephone calls may be 

needed over the weekend so please do ensure you check your emails regularly.   

 

This week, it’s been a pleasure welcoming back Year 11 students who are joining our Sixth Form. They 

have come back into school for their Sixth Form Induction and it was nice to see the students looking so smart and it was 

good to welcome new students to our Sixth Form to.  

 

 
"Alone we can do so little, together we can do so much." 

(Helen Keller) 

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

  

  

Ced de la Croix 

Headteacher 
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS 

D&T 

Pupils studying Design and Technology at RBA need to develop confidence and skill in 
communication of ideas, analysis and evaluation. 
 
Communicating their original and creative design ideas effectively is a key 
skill in Design and Technology. To support them in this the classroom dis-
plays contain a wide variety of subject specific vocabulary and definitions, 
designer case studies and high quality GCSE coursework examples. There is a 
rolling display on a large screen outside the classroom showing keywords 
and case studies with video examples. 
 
Writing frames and exam board vocabulary lists are provided to GCSE stu-
dents at key stage 4. 
 
Pupils in Design and Technology are taught and inspired to speak like a de-

signer by the availability of short videos where industry practitioners are modelling high 
level speaking skills. During lessons, the teacher will discuss ideas with pupils, sup-
porting them to use higher level descriptions and clearer, concise language. 

Alfie-Ray Chittenden 7C 

Thomas Hastings 7C 

Casper Lawley 7C 

Ben Grahame 7D 

Victoria Lam 7D 

Litsitso Leboela 7D 

Ella Lewis 7D 

Freddie Magona 7D 

Cosmin Preda 7D 

Holly Wilsdon 7D 

Libby Smith 9A Ryder Maniam 10C 
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PHOTOGRAPHY COMPETITION 

 There's just enough time for you to enter the RSPCA 
Young Photographer Awards and there are lots of 
categories ensuring that as many of you as possible 
can enter your photographs. 

 

 See the website for more details or scan the QR 
code. 

 

 Speak to Mr Passarelli or Mr Graham about your 
entries and for advice. 

 

Next Tuesday and Wednesday the dance department has an 
exciting opportunity, a dance workshop, taught by a professional 
dancer, also a previous RBA student, who will be teaching a rou-
tine in the style of Street/Commercial. This workshop is free of 
charge for students and will be open to all boys and girls in KS3, 
and for students in year 9 and 10 who take GCSE Dance.  

This will be a great experience for students to work on their dance 
ability, as well as participating for a bit of fun during the last term!  

The workshops will run on the following days for certain year 
groups: 

Year 7's and 8's will be on Tuesday 6th July, 3:00pm - 4:00pm 

Year 9's and 10's will be on Wednesday 7th July, 3:00pm- 
4:30pm 

To take part students must complete the online form that has 
been sent via EduLink no later than Monday 5th July.  
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https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery 

              This week’s winner is: 

Mrs C Winnock 

SCHOOL LOTTERY 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK LUNCHTIME CLUB 
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 Student Travel 2021-22 

 

Do you or your child travel to University, College or School by bus? If so, we’ve got the perfect solution! 

Arriva Student Saver tickets are valid for anyone in full time education. You will get unlimited access to travel on 

any Arriva bus, across all of our routes in your chosen area. 

The Saver tickets will not only cover your travel to and from University, School or College, but can also be used to 

travel in the evenings, at weekends and throughout the holidays too. 

Arriva’s Direct Debit scheme allows you to spread the cost of your ticket over affordable monthly payments. It’s an 

easy way to pay for travel and there’s no contract involved, making it an ideal way to get reduced bus travel for the 

whole Academic year, without paying upfront. 

*Our tickets do not cover Arriva London/TFL routes  

It’s a simple process to apply, to arrange your Direct Debit please visit:  

www.arrivabus.co.uk/monthlytickets 

 

To ensure delivery of tickets in time for the start of the new Academic Year, we recommend registering now. 

Once registered you can select either to receive your monthly pass by post or sent to your mobile phone. This ticket 

will rollover every month for as long as the direct debit remains active. 

 

For any queries regarding the scheme, please email: talktous@arriva.co.uk  

http://www.arrivabus.co.uk/studentdd
mailto:talktous@arriva.co.uk


10 GREAT SUMMER READS AVAILABLE NOW IN THE RBA SCHOOL LIBRARY 

When the bell rings and school is finished for 
the day, the walkers are finally set free. For 
ten blocks they have no-one telling them 
what to do; they can talk about bogies, skate-
board, plan dramatic escapes, make jokes, 
face bullies, and hear about the school bus 
that fell from the sky... In ten stories (one per 
block), find out what really happens on the 
walk home from school, when there are no 
parents or teachers to supervise (or stop the 
fun!). From hilarious escapades to brave 
challenges, join the walkers for one journey 
and many, many detours... 

Five girls. One night. Everyone 
wants Prom to be perfect, but things 
don't always go as planned. Grace 
was meant to be Prom Queen, so 
why is someone else wearing her 
crown? Kristyn is desperate for her 
crush to notice her. Will Leigh even 
make it in time for the final dance? 
Charlotte never wanted to go to 
Prom at all, but can she resist an 
invitation from a mystery boy? Alex 
has had a crush on Chris all year. 
Will this be the night that her 
dreams come true, or will her prom 
end in tears? 

Juniper Greene lives in a walled city from 
which nature has been banished, following the 
outbreak of a deadly man-made disease many 
years earlier. While most people seem content 
to live in such a cage, she and her little brother 
Bear have always known about their re-
sistance to the disease, and dream of escap-
ing into the wild. To the one place humans 
have survived outside of cities. To where their 
mother is. When scientists discover that the 
siblings provide the key to fighting the disease, 
the pair must flee for their lives. As they jour-
ney into the unknown, they soon learn that 
there's cruelty in nature as well as beauty. Will 
they ever find the home they're searching for? 

When 'kittypet' Rusty strays into the 
forest beyond his owner's garden 
and is ambushed by a wild cat, life 
as he knows it is over. After a brave 
fight, he is invited to leave the 
'twoleg' world and join Thunderclan, 
one of four cat tribes, to train as a 
warrior. Rusty becomes Firepaw and 
learns laws of the wild - hunting and 
fighting to protect the clan's survival. 
When the fearsome Shadowclan 
threaten Thunderclan's territory his 
warrior skills are put to the test. 

Philip is twelve years old and life is pretty 
good. He gets on with his mum and gets by 
pretty well at school - in spite of girl problems, 
teacher problems, bully problems and - er - 
poetry problems. Philip's happy-go-lucky life is 
disrupted when his mother gets breast cancer. 
Philip's attempts to cope with his situation are 
both hilarious and touching. Through it all, he's 
writing letters to his hero, the comedian Harry 
Hill, looking for advice. A hilarious take on the 
unfunny subject of cancer; this book brings 
one of modern life's most prevalent illnesses 
into the light and gives it a human face 

'Forty-two days ago I was an ordinary kid, 
living an uneventful life. But now it's TOTAL 
MONSTER ZOMBIE CHAOS and I'm battling 
beasts on a daily basis. Meet Jack Sullivan, 
self-described as a late-blooming, slow-
developing 13-year-old who has so far sur-
vived the zombie apocalypse by hiding out in 
his treehouse. Overnight Jack's life has be-
come like the plot of a video game and he 
has come up with his own ULTIMATE FEATS 
OF APOCALYPTIC SUCCESS: * Locate 
Quint Baker, best friend and inventor* Find 
and rescue June Del Toro, his secret love 
interest* Defeat Blarg, the biggest, baddest 
monster in town* Become a zombie-fighting, 
monster-bashing tornado of cool! 

Sometimes, in the blink of an eye, 
you do something that changes your 
life forever. Like climbing a tree with 
a girl you don't know. Marnus is tired 
of feeling invisible, living in the shad-
ow of his two brothers. His older 
brother is good at breaking swim-
ming records and girls' hearts. His 
younger brother is already a crafty 
entrepreneur who has tricked him 
into doing the dishes all summer. 
But when a girl called Leila turns up 
on their doorstep one morning with a 
petition, it's the start of an unex-
pected adventure. And finally, Mar-
nus gets the chance to be noticed... 

After a murder is committed, Will 

finds himself in possession of a key 

that has the potential to unlock the 

train's hidden treasures. Together 

with Maren, a gifted escape artist, 

and Mr Dorian, a circus ringmaster 

with amazing abilities, Will must 

save the Boundless before someone 

else winds up dead. With villains 

fast on his heels and strange crea-

tures lurking outside the windows, 

the train hurtles across the country 

as Will flees for his life. 

Fourteen-year-old Lisa Jura was a musical prodi-
gy who hoped to become a concert pianist. But 
when Hitler's armies advanced on pre-war Vien-
na, Lisa's parents were forced to make a difficult 
decision. Able to secure passage for only one of 
their three daughters through the Kinder-
transport, they chose to send gifted Lisa to Lon-
don for safety. As she yearned to be reunited 
with her family while she lived in a home for refu-
gee children on Willesden Lane, Lisa's music 
became a beacon of hope. 

Fourteen-year-old Archie is a Geek to his 
core. In the world of role-playing games, 
he's a Level 5 Mage, capable of summoning 
the Undead. But with no rule book to navi-
gate Life's Big Challenges - warring parents, 
a crass step-father, orc-like school bullies 
and rubbish hair - he's teetering on the 
brink. Then a Beautiful Girl appears in his 
Geeky world. Despite the fact that the clos-
est he's come to an encounter with a girl is 
painting an Elven miniature, Archie embarks 
on a Daring Quest to win her heart. Geek 
meets girl - what could possibly go right? 



UNIVERSITY OF LEICESTER—PRE-16 TASTER SESSIONS 

https://ddlnk.net/I8Y-7FNT1-7C58067895813362E6K6KA952BB727502EB24/cr.aspx 

Click on the link for further information. 


