Friday 5th February 2021

Review: 19—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
Project Restart i.e. for school re-opening
The current situation remains the same and, that is, schools are potentially due to return on Monday 8th March 2021. However, this said, the Prime Minister outlined again last night in his update that more details and confirmation of this will be provided on Monday 22nd February. The Government have indicated clearly this time that they intend to provide schools, students
and parents with at least 2 weeks notice so that we all have time to plan. Whilst we are starting to plan Project Restart i.e.
how we intend to re-open the school safely and test all the students and staff etc we have learned since last March not to try
to predict what will happen. With this in mind, we will wait and see what is communicated to us on Monday 22nd February
and then we will plan and communicate our re-start strategy to all stakeholders accordingly.
Examinations for Year 11 and 13
The Ofqual consultation has now finished meaning we are now waiting for the outcomes to be published. The outcomes of
the consultation, which will tell us exactly how students’ grades will be decided this year, is due to be released on Monday
22nd February. Once we have the outcomes and have digested it we will communicate the plan to Year 11 and 13 students
and parents. The main message at the moment has remained the same, do not panic and to continue studying as normal,
completing any assessments that are given. Thank you.
Remote Learning
We have spoken before about the need for remote learning to be a family effort and we would like to say thank you again to
our students and parents for the part they are playing in ensuring remote learning is successful. As staff with children we recognise how challenging it can be juggling your own work as well as ensuring your children are engaging in learning. As we go
into the last week of half term, we just want to say a massive well done to all of our families for all their efforts.
(((
Devices and wi-fi
We are continuing to hand out devices for students who only have their mobile phone to access MS Teams. In lockdown 2,
we have now handed out 101 devices (either laptops or iPads). According to our waiting list, we still have a few families requesting a device. We received some good news this week that the Trust have managed to secure some more laptops for
RBA families and these are due to arrive early next week. As soon as they arrive we will be contacting those families on the
waiting list. We thank you for your patience.
If your child is still using a phone to access MS Teams and live lessons, then please email us at
admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk and we will add you to the waiting list. Our goal is very much to ensure every child has
their own device to work from (iPad or laptop).
Year 7, 8 and 9 iPads
In terms of the delivery of the iPads for Year 7,8 and 9 students who have placed their orders, we are still waiting on these
devices to arrive. We contacted the distributor again this week and we are being informed still that there is a delay. The delay
is being caused by the world-wide demand for iPads due to the pandemic and Apple are working hard to increase supplies.
As soon as they arrive, we will be handing these out straight away.
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Children’s Mental Health Week
It is children’s mental health week this week and this year’s theme
is `Express Yourself’. Following the success of the young people’s
COVID-19 webinar last year, Public Health Hertfordshire have
arranged another follow up session. This is a free event and will
take place on Wednesday 17th February, 11:30am-12:30pm.This
is an ideal opportunity for young people to listen to reliable information from panel members, who will be talking about
some of the anxieties many people are experiencing and answering questions and concerns raised by young people living
in Hertfordshire: The students can submit questions ahead of the time, by sending them into
JustTalk@hertfordshire.gov.uk. There will also be a chat function, so questions can be submitted live during the webinar.
There is no need to book or pre-register, students can simply visit www.justtalkherts.org/coronaviruswebinar on the
day. Please do remember that on their website there is a host of free wellbeing and mental health information and support
for children and their parents/carers including the Five Ways to Wellbeing e-learning sessions.
Parents Evening
We were pleased to see the re-arranged Year 11 Parents Evening go ahead last Thursday evening and the software provider, SchoolCloud, working really well again. We would like to thank all the parents and students who took part.
The next parents evening is for Year 12/13 students and parents and this will take place on Thursday 11th February.
Parents and students will receive their progress report via Edulink on Tuesday and they should have also received now
details of how to book up their appointments. If you haven’t received your child’s report by Wednesday of next week
please do call the school or email us at admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk. After half term, I plan to individually virtually
meet all the Year 13 and 12 students to discuss their progress and aspirations. These meetings are always a highlight of
my year as many of these students have been part of the RBA Family for 7 years nearly and are now due to start their
next chapter of their lives.

"Education is not preparation for life; education is life itself."

(John Dewey)

Enjoy the weekend,

Ced de la Croix
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS
Year 8

Year 9

Year 10

Lily Brooks 8D

Rhys Saggers 9C

Draven Conway 10D

Freddie Cavilla 8R

Olivia Jones 10E

Tommy Hanness 8R

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

EXERCISE BOOKS

We are aware that some students
have left their exercise books and art
portfolios at school. These can be
collected from the school from Monday of next week. Please email main
reception to arrange for collection.

admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

TAKE A BREAK!
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YEAR 7 & 8 GEOGRAPHY
Miss Burlton and Mr Cook have been blown away by all the geography work that is being produced by all. In particular the
year 7’s and 8’s have produced some outstanding work. To show case just some of the fantastic work being produced,
please take a look at the pictures.
Keep up the great work
The Geography Team

RE WORK
Again, this week we have had more superb work sent in, with students continuing to learn about Anne Frank,
Creation Theories, Cohabitation, Sin, Salvation, and lots more. Year 10 + 9 have been completing Quizzes and
lots of exam questions, as well as mini essays in 5 Mark Questions. Year 8 have been practicing their extended
writing and are busy developing their literacy skills.
Please let me know if I can support your son/daughter any more in RE. I look forward to more lockdown learning in RE.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
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DRAMA HOUSE COMPETITIONS

YEARS 7—11 POETRY COMPETITION

Poetry Competition
• Schools participating in competition:
• Goffs, Goffs Churchgate, St Mary’s,
Haileybury Turnford, Robert Barclay and
Mount Grace (in Potters Bar)
• The theme of the poetry competition is
HOPE. Your task is to write a poem inspired
by the theme Hope and enter into the inter
school competition.
• This will be a house competition! There
will be a winner from each year group (years
7-11) and then an overall winner who will
compete against the other schools.
• The competition runs from 1st to 9th
February. Send your entries to Mrs Hart
ahart@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk.
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GO THE DISTANCE HOUSE COMPETITION IN PE
This house competition is open to all year groups, all staff and all parents!
Ensure that you check Edulink for more details, or click on this link to watch the video https://youtu.be/6a3wnR8SJxM But all you need to
do is complete these challenges, make a note of your scores/miles and at the end submit your results on the Google form that I will send
out next week.
Who will be the winning house?
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