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Friday 5th February 2021 

Review: 22—Headteacher’s Update 

Dear all,  

Here are this week’s headlines and notices: 

 

Project Restart - Wider opening of schools 

Hopefully by now all parents and students will have received all the relevant information about the re-start next week.  The table below 

summarises the phased return. 

 

 
 

 

I would like to thank the vast majority of parents who have replied to give their child consent to be tested. Asymptomatic testing will cer-

tainly help to ensure we can identify and isolate quickly any child or adult who might be carrying the virus.  

 

On the subject of students returning, it has somewhat been worrying to see some of the narrative in some of the national newspapers 

about how far students are behind in their learning. We would ask students and parents to not listen to this. Comments about the need 

for additional classes, summer schools, extended days etc. are simply not helpful. We believe that teachers are best placed to ascertain 

whether any student will require extra help or support with their learning, and also, the most appropriate way of doing this for each indi-

vidual student. This is not down playing the challenge ahead to support students returning but to be continually told they are failing is 

simply not helpful or motivating and something we will be re-iterating to them on their first day back.  

 

GCSE and A-Level Exams – Summer 2021 

In terms of finalising our plan for how teacher assessments and gradings will work, we are waiting for more detail from the exam boards. 

In the meantime, Mr Rome, Assistant Headteacher, has put together a short video to clarify how we intend to navigate our way through 

the next term. In short, the important thing for students and parents to take on board is to continue working hard as all the work you will 

do between now and June will certainly help contribute to your grade. Keep calm and carry on working! The link to Mr Rome’s video can 

be found here:  https://youtu.be/NQ23-MEZft4  

 

World Book Day 

One Thursday this week, the whole school came together session 1 to celebrate World Book Day. Enhancing students’ literacy is one of 

the school’s priorities from our Academy Development Plan. As part of the World Book Day, Students were given a variety of different 

literacy tasks to engage with, each rewarding them with different House Points. I would like to thank Mrs Hart (Literacy Co-Ordinator) and 

Mrs Harrington (Librarian) for leading on this initiative. On the subject of literacy, I want to say a massive well done to Evie O’Dowd-

Twine, in Year 7, who recently took part and won in an inter school poetry competition with some local schools. Well done, Evie! 

Year Monday 8th March Tuesday 9th March Wednesday 10th March Thursday 11th March 

13 
Come in for test, and 

virtual on- line les-
sons from home 

Come into school for 
face-to-face teaching 

Come into school for face-to
-face teaching 

Come into school for 
face-to-face teaching 

12 

11 

10 

Virtual on- line les-
sons from home only 

Come in for test, and 
virtual on- line lessons 

from home 9 

8 
Virtual on- line lessons 

from home only 

Come in for test, and virtual 
on- line lessons from home 

7 

https://youtu.be/NQ23-MEZft4
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iPad Roll-Out Update 

We are still waiting for the iPads for Year 8 and 9 to be delivered. The suppliers have told us they have been held up at customs. We 

are still on our timeline to get these out and as soon as they arrive we will ensure to distribute these to the students. 

 

Environmentally Friendly 

As well as iPads enabling the school to go green (through reducing the need to photocopy worksheets), we also received news this 

week that our 250K bid for LED lighting and Solar Panels has been accepted. This is fantastic news and next week we are planning to 

start the process of installing solar panels on various roofs. Not only with these decisions help to protect the environment and reduce 

our carbon footprint, they will help to reduce our energy bills too. 

 

National Careers Week 

This week we have been showcasing career opportunities including sharing the following link to a virtual careers fair: 

https://ncw2021.co.uk/ I would like to thank Assistant Headteacher, Mr Rome, for promoting this event and this will now be a firm event 

in our calendar each year. 

 

Up Coming Dates 

 

 

  

** we apologise for the error in last week’s Review. The end of term is Friday 26th March  

 

“Risk something or forever sit with your dreams.” 

(Herb Brooks) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                {We look forward to welcoming back our students!} 

 

Enjoy the weekend, 

 

  

  
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 

Date Event Timings 

Wednesday 10th March Year 6 into 7 Welcome Evening (Virtual) 4.00 – 4.30pm 

Thursday 11nd March Year 9 Parent Teacher Consultation Evening (Virtual) 3.30 -7.00pm 

Friday 26th March ** END OF TERM (last day of term)   

https://ncw2021.co.uk/
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

UNIFORM—FORBA 

SCHOOL LOTTERY 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery 

This week’s winner 

Mr Won 

Forba would like to ask if there are any families with unwanted 2nd hand uniforms to consider donating them to 

the school.  

These would be gratefully received. 

For further guidance on uniform expectations click on the link: 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/401/uniform?search=uniform 

Tyler O'Connor 8A 

Poppie Law 8D 

Kye Adams 8R 

Callum Hallgarth 8R 

Evie O'Dowd-Twine 7C Daniel Hill 10C Andreas Constantin 11D 

Chantal Ginex 11D 

Charles Green 11D 

James Pink 12A 



RBA POETRY COMPETITION 
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The winner is Kye Dixon with this amazing picture of his cat during the recent snow fall. Thank you 
Kye and well done. 

SIXTH FORM PHOTOGRAPHY CHALLENGE—”WINTER IN LOCKDOWN” 
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RED NOSE DAY 

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Pupils from Robert Barclay Academy channel their 
inner superhero for Red Nose Day   

On Friday 19 March, pupils and staff from Robert Barclay Academy are going to support Red Nose Day. By trying to raise 
money via the Just Giving page, and also taking part in different activities during the week in form times. 

 

Everyone can channel their inner superhero, and unleash their superpowers to support people living incredibly tough lives 
across the UK and around the world. The money raised by Red Nose Day will support people in the UK around the world, 
and help tackle homelessness, abuse and mental health stigma. 

Ahead of Red Nose Day, pupils, parents and staff can contribute by donating on our schools Just Giv-
ing Page via this link below. Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll 

send your money directly to Comic Relief: Red Nose Day, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting 
costs for the charity. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-
4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-
4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f421fa08331545a1ac782e9cbe7bf339. 

 

Or you can get to the Just Giving page by scanning this QR code: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19 March and will aim to bring the UK together (although we may be apart) to show just 
how powerful humour can be through the toughest of times. 

It has never felt more important to raise smiles and money for those who are struggling more than ever, as the continued 
impact of Covid-19 brings unprecedented challenges to many. 

Money raised by Red Nose Day will help vulnerable people in the UK and around the world. 

If anyone has any questions about the event then please speak to/email Ms Melhuish. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-e
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-e


COVID TESTING FOR RBA FAMILIES 

The Government is now offering free covid testing to all family members and support bubble members of school chil-
dren. In order to get the test kits (free of charge) please go to Hertford County Hall Car Park, Hertford, Hertford, 
SG138BT any day between 1.30pm and 7pm. Those who cannot drive can order the tests to be delivered using this link 
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests . 

 

Please remember that the children who attend RBA will receive their tests at school, so there is no need to order any 
additional tests for them. When we move to home testing, please don’t use the kits we supply for RBA students on 
other members of the household, as we cannot supply additional packs. 

 

If you have any queries, please contact me at the school 

 

Mr Creasey 

Assistant Headteacher 
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https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
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Covid Testing—Students Guide 

STEP 1 

• Enter via Sixth Form Silent 

learning room external door 

• Sanitize hands on entry 

• Register name and collect 

your registration card and 

lateral flow test 

STEP 2 

• You will be guided to a 

testing desk. {1, 2 or 3}  

• At each desk you will have: 

 A mirror, Hand Sanitizer, 

 Antibacterial wipes, Tissues, 

 diagram and waste bin. 

STEP 3 

• A Covid volunteer will ask you 

for your lateral flow test 

• You will then be handed a 

swab to use  

• Then place in a test tube 

which the Covid volunteer will 

be holding. 

STEP 4 

• Wipe down your area 

 

STEP 5 

• Exit via Sixth Form silent 

learning internal door. 

• Log in at home to register 

and receive results. 

 

{Thank you to Mr Cullen for  

Making our lateral flow Pods in 

D&T} 


