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Headteacher’s UpdateFriday 6th November 2020
Dear all,
In discussion with the CEO of the Trust this week, I was able to reiterate the fact that parents and carers at RBA have been incredibly supportive of the staff and the school in what have been incredibly testing circumstances recently. I hope parents know
that my staff and I are fully committed to keeping the school open to the students as we feel that attending school is key to supporting students’ health and well-being. As I walk around the school, during lessons and during the break/lunchtimes, it is so pleasing to see students
learning, smiling and generally being happy with their friends (and with no mobile phone in their hand!). As we now enter the second national lockdown, the school, staff and students continue to work hard to ensure the environment is as safe as possible for everyone. For
example, we have now:
•
•
•

Increased the cleaning of contact points and the toilets during the day.
Suspended all extra-curricular clubs.
Suspended all assemblies (these will now be held virtually)

I would like to also take this opportunity to remind parents to not come onto the school site without a prior appointment and when you do
come to the school please bring a mask to wear.
Whilst the pandemic and the lockdown means we are somewhat restricted in what we can do, we really do want to maintain a
sense of normality for the students. With this in mind, next Tuesday we host our Sixth Form Open Evening. This will obviously be a
virtual event this year and the event will be launched on the school website at 6.00pm on Tuesday 10th November. Comprehensive information will be provided via several videos as well as e-copies of our Sixth Form Prospectus. This information provided will include details
of the courses we offer i.e. our pathways, our track record of supporting Sixth Form students, as well as details of how you can apply.
On Wednesday 11th November, we are also committed to leading a
remembrance service. This will also be a virtual event and Mr Stuttle and
Reverend Rachel Pennant will oversee this. We will bring photos and more
information of this next Friday.

By now, you should have received details of our ARD (Academic Review Day).
This event takes place on Thursday 19th November and Friday 20th November.
Again, this will be a virtual event and our staff will be using their new school iPads to
speak to students and parents at home. We are really quite excited by this event as it will allow us to continue to explore the potential of
technology/iPads to provide improved communication between the home and school.
On the subject of iPads, as I have mentioned in a previous newsletter, we are committed to ensuring students have an iPad too.
We feel this will massively help students to engage in their learning when working from home. With the support of the Trust, the staff have
received their iPads. We are now planning the roll out to Key 3 students next term and I will provide more details to these parents about
how the iPad scheme will work in due course. We have had a few queries from parents about the Apple iPad scheme and whether the
students will be allowed to bring in and use their own iPads. Unfortunately, as with other Apple Schools, this will not be the case as we will
not be able to `control’ students’ own iPads and the websites and apps they might use.

“We don’t grow when things are easy, we grow when we face challenges."
(anon)
Have a relaxing weekend and I do hope you can do something together as a family, such as go for a country walk or do some
cooking perhaps!

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY / Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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Sixth Form Virtual Open Evening
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Official
RBA
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RBAcad

Art
@RBACreativeArts
English
@RBAEnglish

Gardening Club
@RBAGardening
Maths
@rba_math
Media
@RBAMediaStudies

MFL
@rbalanguages
P.E
@RBA_PE

Performing Arts
@RBAPerforming
P.S.H.E / Wellbeing

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT

@RBAwellbeing
RE
@re_rba

PARENT PAY
Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.

Phone: 01992 410800 (Option - 3)
Absence Email: (Available 24 hours)

attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
Please report ALL absences before 9:15am on the
first day of absence and every morning thereafter.
Mrs S. Brackenbury
Attendance Officer

Thank you
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS
John

Dabin

9D
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7C

Connor

Goodey

10A

LATENESS TO SCHOOL
Due to the changes that we have had to make to the school day with staggered lunch times, we have
had to review how we approach the consequence for students who are late to school.
Previously, students who were late to school would have received a ‘same day’ lunch detention for the
duration of 20 minutes.
Now, we are moving to a scaled system, with ‘same day’ lunch detentions being removed and replaced
with after school detentions (of combined duration) once a threshold has been met.

FREE SCHOOL MEALS DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS
You will have seen a lot of talk around free school meals (FSM) and how we can support
vulnerable families in school holidays. Child poverty and hunger is an important ongoing
issue and I know you will all work with children you want to be sure do not go without during their time away from school.
Although the scheme wasn’t extended this Autumn half-term, there is help available for
low income families at any time, and we’ve been sharing social media signposting to this
support.
If you know of a family who might need additional help, especially at this time of uncertainty, please do let them know they can contact HertsHelp:
www.hertshelp.net
info@hertshelp.net
0300 123 4044
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CONGRATULATIONS YEAR 7 JLT
Congratulations to all of Year 7 and the tutor team for holding an excellent and superbly democratic
process to elect their RBA ambassadors as part of JLT. The following students produced an application,
speeches and then were voted by their peers as JLT representative for Year 7. Congratulations to:
Lani.H, Paige.P-M, Poppy.R, Ben.G, Evie.O’D-T, Thomas.H, Daniel.C and Evie.W
I look forward to your participation in our future JLT meetings and the valuable input that you will have.
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

RBA POPPY APPEAL
Despite the current situation RBA still believes it is essential to mark the 2020 remembrance commemorations and support the Royal British Legion (RBL) with its Poppy Appeal. Sadly poppies will not be on sale
this year in school, but RBA will still be involved in numerous other ways to mark this event. As a school
on the 11th November we will still mark the 2 minute silence and do all we can to support the RBL financially.
Therefore, I just wish to draw your attention to the website for the RBL -

https://www.poppyshop.org.uk/pages/make-a-donation
On this website you can still buy poppies and other merchandise which will all go to help support the RBL.
On behalf of the JLT,
Mr Stuttle
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CHILDREN IN NEED 2020
As you may already know, Monday 9th November is the start of this year’s BBC Children in Need Appeal Week.
Our school is excited to be joining with many others around the UK to participate in the fundraising programme,
especially as the theme for this year is ‘Come as yourself’.
Therefore, on Friday 13th November we are allowing pupils to wear non-uniform and dress their own way. This is
a chance to wear whatever makes them feel comfortable (as long as it is appropriate for school) and encourage
anyone who might be struggling to feel the same about themselves.
Therefore, pupils just need to bring in £1/pay via ParentPay to contribute to this worthwhile cause.
There of course will be other activities throughout the week, such as pupils being able to purchase a BBC Children in Need wristband for £1 (that has to be paid in cash), along with many more activities. So, look out in the

review/Edulink and Twitter for more updates along the way.
If you would like to donate more to this cause then please do so on via our justgiving page
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robertbarclayacademy
We are aiming to raise even more money this year to support disadvantaged young people across the UK. Let’s
make a big difference to the lives of children across the UK.
Thank you for your continued support, but any questions then please let me know!
Ms. Melhuish

SCHOOL LOTTERY

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

It’s an easy way to support our school and help
raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

Mrs. Chapman
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”

Achievement

Care

Excellence

NETBALL NEWS
Final points for the House Netball competition last week are as follows:

Year 7 winners - Owens
Year 8 winners - Pankhurst
Year 9 winners - Pankhurst
Year 10 winners – Da Vinci

Overall points for all age groups – Joint Winners!
1st - Pankhurst/Owens - 53 points
3rd – Da Vinci – 51 points

4th – Curie – 43 points
5th – Austen – 40 points

LIBRARY NEWS
The Black Lives Matter Senior Reading Group Book for October was The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas. My thanks
go to Divine Ephraim in 10E for his review and the amazing conversation we had, which made me remember why I
love my job! Divine spotted the book being advertised in the Library and told me that, despite not enjoying reading
much, it was his favourite book. I asked him if he would review it for me and he readily agreed.
The book is about a 16-year-old black teenager, Starr, who witnesses the shooting of a close friend by a white police officer. She thinks that if she says what she witnessed, she will be able to get justice for her friend and remain
anonymous. However, the rest of her community know that it won’t be that easy.

In his review Divine said that the author wrote in a way that you could really feel the pain of losing a close friend to
injustice, which I would completely agree with. The author really enabled the reader to get under the skin of the
characters and feel their pain and anger. Divine also said that he found the book easy to stay interested in and,
once again, I agree – the book is a real page-turner. If you haven’t read it I suggest you do so. Divine will be receiving a well-deserved Headteacher’s Commendation.
The Black Lives Matter Senior Reading Group Book for November is
The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo:
Xiomara has always kept her words to herself. When it comes to standing her ground in her tough Harlem neighbourhood, she lets her fists do the talking. But X has secrets – her feelings for a boy in her class, and a notebook
full of poems that she keeps under her bed. And a slam poetry club that will pull those secrets into the spotlight.
Please encourage your children to join the reading groups as they are a great way to widen their reading, as well
as their understanding of modern-day issues.

Ms Harrington, Librarian
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LIBRARY NEWS
The Black Lives Matter Junior Reading Group Book for October was Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker
Rhodes. And a big thank you to the students who read the book and reviewed it for me. They will all
receive a Headteacher’s Commendation. It is a story about a 12-year-old black boy called Jerome
who is shot by police in Chicago and whose ghost witnesses the events that unfold after his death.
Paige Perez McKeller in 7E said that she really liked the way the story was told by Jerome, both
dead and alive, making her feel sad and happy at different places in the book. She thought that it
was a good book to represent Black Lives Matter.
Maria Stan in 7C thought that the book showed that no matter what colour you are that you should
treat each other with respect. She was shocked when Jerome was shot and the officer didn’t give
him a chance to put his hands up.
Lani Hoang in 7E really enjoyed the book and thought that reading it would have a long-lasting effect on the reader. It was shocking that a 12-year-old boy was killed holding a toy gun simply because of the colour of his skin. She felt that reading the book would teach people.
Ayani Lingibe-Ajavon in 7E wrote that ‘Jerome observes the devastation unleashed on his family
and community in the wake of what they see as an unjust and brutal killing.’
The Black Lives Matter Junior Reading Group Book for November is Windrush Child by Benjamin
Zephaniah. It is the story of Leonard, a boy who arrives in England from Jamaica to start a better
life, but is unprepared for the daily racism he has to face when he arrives here.
Please encourage your children to join the reading groups as they are a great way to widen their
reading, as well as their understanding of modern-day issues.
Ms Harrington, Librarian

PARENT COURSES
Places are still available on the below Family Lives online programmes this term funded by
HCC and delivered through MS Teams :
Programme

Times

Day

Dates

Getting on with your Pre Teen/Teen for
parents of children aged 10 to 16

7pm-9pm

Thursday

12,19,26 November and 3,10,17
December

Getting on with your Pre Teen/Teen for
parents of children aged 10 to 16

9.30-11.30

Friday

13, 20 & 27 November & 4, 11 &
18 December 2020

If you would like further information please do get back to them on 0204 522 8700 or
email Louise on LouiseV@familylives.org.uk

