Friday 7th May 2021

Review: 29—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
The weather has been good, Covid cases continue to drop, and the extra-curricular clubs are back on
so it really does feel like we are getting back to normal. At Half Term, we will be saying farewell to the
Year 11 and 13 students. This, and with Covid cases decreasing massively, will allow us to move away
from having 3 bubbles i.e. 3 breaks and lunches to just two. I will share more information about this
nearer the end of this half term.

Half Day INSET
Hopefully, you will have all seen the Edulink email that went out this week to explain that we have introduced a half day INSET on Tuesday 25th May. On this day, students will leave school at 12.15pm and
their afternoon lessons will be provided remotely. This is an extra-ordinary year where schools are responsible for the marking and entering the students GCSE and A-Level exams. This half day is needed
to enable moderation across the Trust to take place so that we can ensure we are providing accurate
grades for the students. Thank you for your understanding.

Creative Earth Competition

Summer Term Exams
We are moving to that time of year where we will be assessing the students on work they have been taught this year. Assessments are
important as they not only show the students where their gaps are, they also prepare them for their actual GCSE and A-Level exams.
The following is when the summer term exams will be taking place:
Year

Dates

Venue

7

Monday 17th May – Friday 28th May

8

Monday 17th May – Friday 28th May

9
10
12

Monday 14th June – Friday 25th June
Monday 14th June – Friday 25th June
Monday 14th June – Friday 18th June

Assessments will take place in lessons. Teachers will inform the students when
these are.
Assessments will take place in lessons. Teachers will inform the students when
these are.
HALF TERM
Hall and lessons (Timetable to be sent out)
Hall and lessons (Timetable to be sent out)
Hall and lessons (Timetable to be sent out)

Parents can assist at home by helping their child revise by putting together a revision timetable, and providing revision cards so their
child can make revision notes.

Swimming Pool Update
As you may be aware, over the last few years we have been experiencing significant maintenance issues with our pool due to the age
of the pool and plant. Following a recent pool and plant condition survey, undertaken by an external industry consultant, significant defects with the pool and plant have been identified. These defects represent significant health and safety issues which mean we have
had to temporarily close the pool until further notice. We are still working with the consultants to understand how best to rectify the underlying issues before we look to reopen the pool.

Parent Governor
Finally, we are on the search for a new parent Governor. This is a really important role in helping us to shape the future direction of the
school. If you are interested in helping out, please see the Edulink email or email my PA, Karen Buckle, for more details. Kbuckle@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

“Great works are performed, not by strength, but by perseverance.” (Samuel Johnson)
Have a lovely weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

VACANCY ON THE SCHOOL GOVERNING BODY
ROBERT BARCLAY ACADEMY IS LOOKING FOR
UP TO TWO PARENTS/CARERS
TO SERVE AS PARENT GOVERNORS ON THE GOVERNING BODY

There are vacancies on the School Governing Body for up to two Parent Governors. The term of office is for
four years.
The Governing Body at Robert Barclay Academy has a very important role in monitoring and evaluating the
work of our school and in helping the school to continuously raise standards.
The Governing Body meets 6 times a year in the evening and in addition Governors undertake a Link Subject
role as part of knowing the school. Dates are all set well in advance.
You will receive full induction, training and support in the role.
An explanatory letter and Nomination Form has been sent to all parents via Edulink. If you have not received
this email and would like a copy of the letter and the nomination form, please email Miss Buckle at kbuckle@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Nominations should reach Miss Buckle c/o the school by midday on Friday 14th May. If more than three nominations are received there will be an election.
Please do seriously consider whether you could support the school in this way. Remember that as a member
of the Governing Body you can help effect real change and enhance the life chances of all our young people.

Mr. de la Croix
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS

Connor Hearne

8E

Hayden Williams 9C

Tommy Hanness 8R

10C

Alysia Lawrence 10E

FIRST AID

TEST AND TRACE £500
PAYMENT EXTENDED TO PARENTS
The DfE have announced that parents and carers of children who have been advised to self-isolate by their education setting or by NHS Test and Trace are now able to
apply for a Test and Trace Support Payment or discretionary payment of £500, if they meet the eligibility criteria
(which includes receipt of certain low-income benefits).

The extension of the Test and Trace Support Payment
scheme, which is administered by district and borough
councils in Hertfordshire, and ends on 30 June, ensures
that parents receive some financial support if they are
unable to attend work due to childcare responsibilities and
are unable to work from home, read more at:
www.gov.uk/test-and-trace-support-payment

Ella-May Ince

FIRST AID If your child is feeling unwell, or have hurt themselves at school, they should report this to a teacher or go to
Student Reception (if it is during break or lunch). Your child
should not be using their mobile to phone home. Instead, a
call will be made from Student reception if it is necessary. Please ensure that your child brings in a water bottle,
which can be refilled, most visits are due to lack of hydration.
If in the event that paracetamol/Ibuprofen is required, a form
will be sent via Edulink for consent each time this is requested. Please be reminded that students should not be carrying
any of their own medication i.e. Paracetamol/Ibuprofen.
For PE, the Student Reception will not be able to provide surgical tape to cover earrings, this is the students responsibility
to supply this tape for Physical exercise.
Please also advise Student Reception of any new (or changes
in existing) medical conditions of your child.

UNIFORM—FORBA
Forba would like to ask if there are any families with unwanted 2nd hand
uniforms to consider donating them to the school.
These would be gratefully received.
For further guidance on uniform expectations click on the link:

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/401/uniform?search=uniform
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YEAR 10— RE, MINI –GCSE

YEAR 8 VIRTUAL HISTORY TRIP

I just wish to say a BIG thank you for all of Year 10, for
all the effort you put into the mini-GCSE in the Hall this
week. As part of Year 10s GCSE RE students completed 2
timed papers under strict exam conditions. Year 10s
behaviour and attitude to learn was absolutely remarkable and shows how amazing they will be in Year 11. I
hope that by providing students with this opportunity to
gain this valuable insight into GCSE exam procedures
and preparation, that this helps them with Year 11. Well
done Year 10!

In History this week students were able to use
their iPads to transport them to a slave plantation
museum in America. Students were able to walk
around the living and working conditions that the
slaves had to endure. They were shocked to see so
many names on the museums memorial of the people that had died during the plantations working life.
Zack said, "I like how we can take our time to explore the different areas of the plantation" Ellie said
"I like how we can explore the plantation like we are
there".

Mr Stuttle

iPads have allowed students in History to experience trips even during the Covid pandemic. We will
continue to study the terrible conditions of the slave
trade and its abolition further in the coming weeks.

YEAR 13 CORE SKILLS— “COOKING ON A BUDGET”
Last week in Core Skills, 13C put their cookery skills into practice. They were tasked with cooking on a budget of £1 per person in small
groups. This session is aimed at preparing students for the future when they will live independently and will have to consider the cost of
food as part of their weekly/monthly budget.
Here are some of the amazing dishes that the students produced.
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CAREERS AS AN AUTHOR

LITERACY ACROSS THE CURRICULUM

Ever considered being the next JK Rowling….or writing
a non-fiction book about something you know a lot about
and/or are passionate about? What about becoming a
songwriter or a playwright? In fact if you enjoy and/or
have an ability to write well there could be a range of
possibilities open for you. Becoming an Author is not
necessarily a career – many authors do it purely out of
love as a hobby. This webinar will enable you to hear
from a published Fiction and Non-Fiction writer and a
Songwriter. We will not specifically focus on careers in
journalism but students interested in this area of writing
may be interested to watch the webinar recorded last
November.
Please use the link attached to register interest
https://register.gotowebinar.com/
register/3018170827629310224

- Y7 are experimenting with knowledge organisers with THU this year
- We plan to give all students key words lists
for topics/school years
- We have begun to include some whole class
reading material for DEAR time e.g. Guardian
newspaper article for Y8 before Easter
- We have a word of the week on display
- Key words are featuring in KS3 assessments
more frequently
- Sixth form have materials to help them improve their language e.g. enabled, triggered,
compelled etc, and lists of words and phrases
to answer exam questions e.g. largely agree,
somewhat agree etc.

PE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

DAY

ACTIVITIES

YEAR GROUP

Monday

Athletics

All Year Groups

Wednesday

Rounders and

Yrs. 7-9

Cricket
Thursday

Tennis

All Year Groups

Friday

BTEC Sport

Yrs. 9-11

Intervention
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THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

SCHOOL LOTTERY

This week’s winner is:

Miss S Mardell

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery

LOCAL NEWS
Mrs. Heywood-Cato Co-Chairs the Wormley Turnford Big Local (WTBL) in the Borough of Broxbourne. The residents
within the Community often go on country walks (ramblers) several times a week taking advantage of our surrounding
countryside.
On this occasion, we were joined by Sir Charles Walker MP who has a particular passion for well-being & mental
health. He is British politician who served as chair of the House of Commons Procedure Committee from 2012 to 2019.
A member of the Conservative Party, he has been Member of Parliament (MP) for Broxbourne since 2005.
Here you see Mrs Heywood-Cato with Sir Charles Walker stopping for a photo opportunity on a walk along the River
Lea. His contributions to the day were overwhelming as he shared his own personal experiences with Mental Health,
and that walking for him is a necessity for well-being.

For further details:Wormley & Turnford Big Local

Creating Lasting Change
Tel: 07903390649
Address: Wormley & Turnford Big Local Hub, Fairfield Dr, Wormley EN10 6DX
Core opening hours:
Monday - Friday: 9:30am – 4.30pm
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REMINDER TO PARENTS AND VISITORS

For the safety of our students, staff and visitors please can we request parents do
not use our entrance and exit gates when dropping off or picking up your child unless clear authorisation has been given.
Can we also ask in respect of our neighbours that driveways are not used.
Please park in a safe zone where students safety is not compromised.

School Parking Rules
Dangerous parking is an increasing issue around schools, putting the safety of children and others
at risk. Parking on zig-zag lines or pedestrian crossings can cause visibility issues to drivers and
people walking the pavements alike.
•

Drivers should not park near a school entrance.
As well as anywhere that prevents access for emergency services, at or near a bus stop, opposite or within 10 metres of a junction, over a dropped kerb, and in front of an entrance to a
property.

•

Yellow zig-zag lines indicate the length of the road where stopping or waiting is strictly prohibited.
Where there is an upright sign, there is a mandatory prohibition of stopping and/or waiting
during the times shown. Yellow zig zag lines without signs do not have a Traffic Regulation Order and therefore, are not legally enforceable.

•

White zig zag lines indicate the length of the road where stopping or waiting is strictly prohibited.
Unlike yellow zig-zag lines, white zig zag lines are enforced by local authorities and the police,
and prohibit stopping or waiting even in the presence of a sign.

•

Stopping or waiting on a double yellow line is strictly prohibited
Double yellow lines prevent vehicle owners from parking or waiting in this area at any time.
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