Friday 9th July 2021

Review: 37—Headteacher’s Update
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
Dear all,
It is hard to believe that we have come to the end of our penultimate week of another academic year! This
will be the last RBA Review of this academic year and next week I will send out my end of year Headteacher newsletter which will
provide details about getting students ready for their return in September.

Last week was our Annual House Sports Day. The excitement and energy
from the students on the day was amazing and this event reminded us just how much the
students have missed coming together as a whole school to take part in House events.
We do hope your child came home happy and excited from the day. As always, it was a

pleasure for me to hand out lots of medals and well done to Owens House, who were the
overall winners. Next week, we will be revealing the winners of the overall House Competition for 2020-2021.

Following the announcement of Freedom Day (19th July), the DfE also sent guidance to schools about
September re-start. In doing so, they have made it clear that it is not the end of the pandemic and some restrictions may
still need to put be put in place, particularly in response to any local outbreaks. The general summary of the guidance for
schools is:
•
Students to be tested twice for COVID-19 on their return to school in September
•
No need for students being kept in bubbles from September
•
Transferring track & trace to the NHS
•
Children only needing to self-isolate if they have tested positive for COVID-19
•
Face coverings and social distancing will no longer be mandatory (but schools may need to put these controls back
in, in response to any local outbreak)
Parents are also probably aware that the Government are discussing the roll out of COVID-19 Vaccine (Pfizer) to young
children under the age of 18. We suspect the vaccine will be administered to children on school site by external nurses (just
like flu and HPV are currently) and that parents will need to give their consent first. We will keep you updated with the details.

Last week I shared the results of the parental survey; here are the results of the other two questions. 93%
of parents responded that they agreed or strongly agreed that their concerns were dealt with appropriately. This is much
improved as the last survey (June 19) indicated this was 78%. % of parents agreed or strongly agreed that we communicated high expectations to their child. We do not have any comparative percentages. However, whilst not a disappointing
score, this is something we want to improve on. Thank you for all your feedback.

On Friday next week, our very last day of the year, we officially finish at Midday. This is also a non-uniform
day (£1) and money raised will be going to a Charity which the JLT will be nominating next week. We will use this assembly to thank
and say farewell to staff who are leaving us and we will be announcing the House Winners of 2021!

“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself.”
(Henry Ford)
Have a lovely weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS

Tyler Aldridge
Elsi Cripps
Roza Cuce
Stefan Eldridge
Lyla Hackett-Pannell
Harry Hood
Casper Lawley
Angel Marshall
Evie O'Dowd-Twine
Phoebe Pitt
Nelli Rolfe
Maria Stan

7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C
7C

Nicholas Bandy
Carmine Cesario
Phoebe Curtis
Ayani Lingibe-Ajavon
Mason Morgan
Kamal Ope-Emagbetere
Alfie Poulton
Mia Wilkinson

7E
7E
7E
7E
7E
7E
7E
7E

William Barnes
Maria Berindei
Daniel Codd
Sarah Currie-Barrington
Alex Fletcher
Arda Soyalp
Khrish Ubhi
Evie Webber

7A
7A
7A
7A
7A
7A
7A
7A

Lilly Booth
Elena Christophi
Maddison D'Agostino
Brandan Donohue
Ronnie Holden
Abbie Irons-Eveleigh
Miley Kennedy
Victoria Lam
Litsitso Leboela
Poppy Rickward
Issey Zinzan

7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D

Remy Speck

8D

A MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF GOVERNORS
The Robert Barclay Academy Governing Body would like to say a sincere and heartfelt thank you to all
staff for their outstanding work this term and since the COVID crisis began. The teachers, learning
support staff, administrative team, site staff and all of those who are with the students and keep the
school running every day have been inspirational in their dedication to the wellbeing, safety and educational progress of each and every student. Robert Barclay Academy has been led and managed exceptionally well during these challenging times, channelling energies and constantly moving forwards.
Our school community, whilst being challenged as we have never experienced before, has also developed and flourished, by working in new and exciting ways in order for the very best outcomes to be
achieved.
We would like to extend huge congratulations to the students who have responded so positively to
new ways of working and have demonstrated determination to maintain their success and development. To our students leaving us this year we wish you all the very best for your future.
Thanks must also be extended to all the parents and carers who have shown their support for our
school team and their children. Every member of the school plays a vital part in our vision to provide
the very best for all. Governors are proud to be part of the Robert Barclay Academy School community.
Take care, stay safe and have a wonderful summer.
See you in September
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YEAR 7 BOOKMARK COMPETITION
The year 7s have been working hard in their Library lessons creating bookmarks for this year’s competition. The bookmarks looked fabulous when they were all on display in the Library and the whole school, including staff, were asked to come in and pick out the 5 they liked best – not an easy task! The bookmarks
were meant to show some of their favourite books that they would recommend to next term’s year 7. People enjoyed coming into the Library to look at them and to vote, and most students got at least 1 vote.
However, in the end there were 5 winners, who each win a chocolatey prize:
Sonny Osborne 7A, Tyler Aldridge 7C, Ben Grahame 7D, Lani Hoang 7E, Alfie Poulton 7E.
The winning bookmarks will be reproduced, laminated and handed out to the new year 7s in September. Ms
Harrington, Librarian.

YEAR 9 BOYS READING CHALLENGE CELEBRATED IN THE LIBRARY
It was a pleasure to be able to give out certificates, in the Library last week, to the year 9 boys
who had taken part in a recent Reading Challenge. You may remember the challenge, which
was launched back in March, where 26 boys were asked to try to read 3 books in 3 months
from a carefully tailored reading list. In the end the boys read 40 books between them and 6
boys achieved a gold certificate by reading 3 books. They were:

Callum Chadwick-Bacon
Marley Leybourne
Reece Nicholls
Ryan Ottley
Andre Preda
Ellis Smith
The rest of the boys received either a silver certificate for reading 2 books, or a bronze certificate for reading 1
book.
Mr de la Croix handed out the certificates and praised the boys on their achievement, reminding them of the
great importance of reading to literacy, and that he hoped they had enjoyed and benefitted from the challenge.
Ms Harrington, Librarian
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SUCCESS OF DANCE WORKSHOP
This week year 7's and 8's had a fantastic opportunity to take part in a dance workshop taught by one
of RBA's ex-students and previous head girl Abbie Kermode. Abbie is going into her third year of university; she has recently been appointed as "Dance President" to her Hip-Hop Dance Team who came second place at the Hip-Hop championship's competition. Abbie's experience and knowledge in this style
of dance is outstanding, the Performing Arts team hope to have Abbie in again to teach more dance
workshops to the students.
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BUSY LAST FEW WEEKS IN THE SIXTH FORM
Year 11 into Year 12 Experience Days
On Wednesday 30th June and Thursday 1st July, we welcomed a number of Year 11 students into
the Sixth Form for their experience days. Students gained a great deal of information about the Sixth
Form and how things will be for the next steps in their education. They experienced Sixth Form lessons in a variety of subjects, including some that they have never studied before.
All students participated extremely well over these days and look to be an excellent addition to the
Sixth Form in September, including a number of external students. They worked extremely well in
lessons and adapted to the demands of Key Stage 5. The first day finished with some
teambuilding activities and on the last day we said farewell with a barbeque to celebrate their success over the last couple of days.
We would like to thank all the teachers who were involved in delivering high-quality
and engaging lessons and the students who contributed so much over these two
days. We look forward to officially welcoming you all in September and we are excited
to see how you all develop with us at RBA.

Year 12 Duke of Edinburgh Silver Training

The DofE Silver group have been completing lots of
training to prepare them for their expedition in the next
academic year. We have covered many aspects of the
training course, including basic First Aid and safety,
route planning, map reading, and making a safe
campsite, including pitching tents (in the school gym
due to rain). Although there is more to do, these students have worked extremely well in preparing for their
expedition.
Well done to you all and I am thoroughly looking forward
to your expeditions in the new school year.
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Year 12 Interview Workshop and Interview Practice/Feedback
On three separate days over the last two weeks of term the Sixth Form team welcomed
Reynolds to work with our current Year 12 students. On each of the days representatives
from Reynolds worked with small groups of students to help them prepare for interviews
when they leave compulsory education. Before the day, students had to submit a letter of
application for a hypothetical job at Reynolds, accompanied with their CV. On the day,
students were treated to a one-and-a-half-hour workshop on how to prepare for interviews. They discussed interview techniques and individual skills, the dos and don’ts of
interviewing, and completing group tasks. After this workshop students completed a 15minute interview for this job and received feedback on their interview, their letter of application, and their CV from staff at Reynolds.
Overall, this is such an amazing opportunity and experience for the Year 12 students. We would like to thank all staff at Reynolds
for making this day possible and the students for their participation.

We look forward to working with Reynolds
again in the future.
From the Sixth Form Team

Free Virtual UK University & Apprenticeship
Search Fair takes place next Wednesday 14
July. Teachers, parents and students in Years
13,12, 11 and 10 can join the live event anytime between 12-6pm, where they can chat to
over 95 university & apprenticeship exhibitors
and take part in vital webinars. You can view a
full list of webinars and exhibitors, find out
more details and register at:

https://ukunisearch.vfairs.com/
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New High Jump Bed in PE

Friday 2nd July 2021 was Sports Day at RBA, however some pupils may of noticed that there was a new addition
to the PE department – a new high jump bed!
This new high jump bed has only just arrived we have been eagerly waiting
for it’s arrival), so it has only been used in a few lessons, athletics club and of
course our Sports Day.
But I wanted to inform pupils (as well as parents and staff) of how we have
managed to purchase this piece of equipment, which will hopefully last for
long time, for pupils present and future to make the most of during the athletics seasons over the years.
So, the school along with the Jim Melhuish Foundation both contributed to
enable the PE department to update the high jump area with not only a new
bed, but spike cover, waterproof cover, stands and a pole.
The Jim Melhuish Foundation is named after a man who sadly passed away
in May 2020. He was chairman of an Essex football club for 20 years and
involved in youth football for more than 40 years, and was awarded in February 2020 a Lifetime Achievement Award by the Essex FA.
His great passion was to encourage and develop children's potential using sport, in particular football. Jim's philosophy was to not only develop high levels of skill in a sport, but to use those skills to assist with their everyday
life, allowing them to flourish. As well as this philosophy Jim passed his knowledge, ethos and passion onto his
three children who are all successful sports coaches/teachers (one obviously at RBA - Ms Melhuish).
The Trustees of the Jim Melhuish Foundation, his family, are raising funds to help carry on with his voluntary work
within the community, supporting children and young people and their participation in a variety of sports.
The use of the funds raised will range widely, from providing equipment, clothing and financial support, which will
assist young people to develop in their sporting activities. In the future Jim's family hope to fundraise at an annual
event to be able to continue with this foundation and its efforts. Therefore, there is no time limit to this endeavour
as the family wish Jim to be remembered for a long time, with the foundation being an appropriate legacy for him.
Therefore, based on the Foundation’s ethos, they saw it very fitting that they contribute towards equipment that
would provide a legacy to enable pupils at RBA to thrive, practice and develop on their passion within athletics.
If you would like to find out more about the Jim Melhuish Foundation then please look at the Facebook page or
Go Fund Me page:
https://www.facebook.com/JimMelhuishFoundation/
https://uk.gofundme.com/f/jim-melhuish-foundation

Message from Ms Melhuish – Thank you and Goodbye
On a separate note from me, I would like to take this opportunity to say a massive thank you to staff, parents and
pupils (past and present), who I have worked with/taught/supported during my time here at Sheredes/RBA.
As I am leaving after working here for 9 years to move to a school that is closer to my home and family. I am very
sad to be leaving, but I look forward to hearing about everyone’s achievements (PE and non-PE related) over the
years to come.
Thank you!
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Congratulations to Owens House, becoming House Sports Champions for
the 1st time!

Thank you to all of the students, young leaders and staff for making it such a fantastic day!
Yr7

Yr8

Yr9

Yr10

Total Points

Rank

Owens

263

251

210

196

920

1

Curie

211

246

216

215

888

2

Austen

200

269

207

201

877

3

Da Vinci

253

245

186

167

851

4

Pankhurst

219

224

262

143

848

5
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