Friday 11th June 2021

Review: 33—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
Welcome back, we hope you enjoyed the bank holiday last weekend and in particular the good weather. On the subject of the
warmer weather, I would just like to clarify that we still expect students to wear the correct uniform each day (ties and blazers). Girls no
longer need to wear tights now and can wear white ankle socks. During the day, if the weather gets too hot, we will give permission for
the students to take their ties and blazers off. I would like to remind parents that we do not let students out of lessons to get water as
this causes lots of interruptions to the learning. Therefore, it is good idea for parents to ensure their child comes into school with a
water bottle that they can take to their lesson to keep them hydrated.
Students and staff this week have moved from three staggered breaks and lunches down to just two. This is part of our
roadmap to recovery. This does now mean that Year 7 and 8 students no longer have any split lessons. We have continued with having a staggered end to the day. Aside from this, students continue to have five one-hour lessons per day, and they continue to move
around the school and attend subjects in their specialist areas. Students are still required to wear masks in the corridor (optional in
lessons) and we will review this once the national guidance gets updated.
I would like to thank students and parents for continuing to take the Lateral Flow tests every Sunday and Wednesday. This
has certainly helped a lot as it has helped identify positive cases before students have come into school meaning other students (close
contacts) have not had to self-isolate. It is important to highlight these tests are for people with NO symptoms, and cannot replace a
PCR test. If your child does have a positive result from a lateral flow test you should inform the school via
the admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk email address and then book and take your child for a PCR test as soon as possible.
On Thursday this week, the Year 10 students took part in our very first `Aspirations Day’. This is a new opportunity at RBA for
students to access a variety of different workshops that include topics such as motivation
and aspirations. Skills such as resilience, motivation and mental health support were the
Picture from Year 10
focus, as we feel that these skills are not only important since the COVID outbreak but
also in terms of preparing pupils for life in Year 11 and their future. The day was supported
Aspirations Day
by external speaker but I would like to thank Miss Melhuish and Mr Rome for organising
this new event for students.
Year 11/13 summer assessments I am pleased to say that we have received confirmation from The Joint Council for Qualifications that we have passed stage 1 and 2
of the approval process for the summer assessments. We have one more stage to go
through, which will be sending a sample of students’ work to exam boards. This will take
place after 18th June.

“Being healthy and fit is not a fad or a trend, it is a lifestyle.”
(Heather Montgomery)

Have a lovely weekend.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS

Daniel Codd
Sarah Currie-Barrington
Alex Fletcher
Angel Marshall
Molly Rudolph

Samuel Staward
Dolly Tripp
Ryleigh Brawn
Rhea Kearns-Walker
Zackery Smith
Lily Brooks
Katie Church
Grace Lancaster
Harley Wiggs
Ruby Bentley
Megan Harvey
Shannon Hingle
Gesilda Isaku
Ellie Teixeira

7A
7A
7A
7C
7D

8A
8A
8C
8C
8C
8D
8D
8D
8D
8E
8E
8E
8R
8R
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STUDENT SERVICES
As it’s Hay Fever Season, please can you
remember to take your Antihistamine
tablet daily if required.
If a student does forget this, we would
need to follow our normal procedure of
sending a consent form before we can
administer this. We only have a small
quantity available.
Please ensure your child has a water
bottle, as dehydration is the main reason
for headaches.
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LUNCHTIME CLUB

SCHOOL LOTTERY

This week’s winner is:

Mrs Donnarumma

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery

PE AND AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS

DAY

ACTIVITIES

YEAR GROUP

Monday

Athletics

All Year Groups

Wednesday

Rounders and

Yrs. 7-9

Cricket
Thursday

Tennis

All Year Groups

Friday

BTEC Sport

Yrs. 9-11

Intervention
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SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR
Don’t forget that our Scholastic Summer Book Fair is online now at:

https://schools.scholastic.co.uk/robertbarclayacademy/digital-book-club

There are hundreds of fantastic children’s books to choose from, many of them
at discounted prices.
Every £1 you spend will earn 20p for the RBA School Library to buy new books.
Please place your orders online by June 25th 2021.

Ms Harrington, Librarian

We got through a season without anyone trying to set up their own super league.
The Fantasy Premier League is over and, whilst a more detailed and house point filled run down of year group winners
and managers of the month is coming ready for the House competition, here is the ultimate top 5.
1. Mrs Cassar and Egg Fried Reuss- 2329
2. Marco Trupia and Too Eze - 2304
3. Harry Warby and Warbington FC - 2224
4. Rocco Trupia and Dier Straits - 2210
Mr Cassar and Salt and Pepe - 2178.
Special mention to Harry for being the only person not called Cassar or Trupia to bother the top 5. This essentially makes
him Leicester.
This year's 'Being Southampton' award is to Joe Wickham - a stellar start to the year with an opening score putting him as
one of the best players in the world before fading into mid table obscurity and ultimately settling for 19th. If only the
season had ended in November, Joe. What might have been.
And let's not forget our very own Sheffield United equivalent - Ms Meech and Meechy with 751 or, to put it in a way honestly not designed to being annoying to a maths teacher, less than 2 points per player per week.
Do be on the lookout for a Fantasy Euros that Mr Fitzgerald is hoping to run.
Mr Saunders, RBAFFL
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ENGLISH

Literacy is vital in English but, crucially, is not what English is. Literacy is the set of skills and aptitudes that help pupils
communicate their own ideas and their responses to others’. Literacy in English involves:
•
‘talk like a’ and ‘write like a’;
•
Ample opportunity for extended writing - analytical, exploratory, creative, and transactional;
•
Familiarisation and use of key terms and high order vocabulary;
•
Modelling and scaffolding explicitly strong answers;
•
Etymology;
•
Dual coding;
•
Spelling, punctuation, and grammar;
•
Extending in particular analytical and evaluative verb use.

EXAMS TIMETABLE YEAR 9
Year 9 Core Subject Exams 14-18 June 2021 in the Hall
(English, Mathematics, Science, RE) Other subjects in classrooms, timetabled
by teachers
Mia Blunden

Session

Monday 14 June

8:55 – 9:55

NORMAL LESSONS

Tuesday 15 June
NORMAL LESSONS

Wednesday 16 June
NORMAL LESSONS

Thursday 17 June

11D

Friday 18 June

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

Year 9
Maths 1 hour (pd 2) in Hall
and Maths rooms

NORMAL LESSONS

Break
Register in the refectory if in an exam
10:20 – 11:20

12:45 – 14:00

Year 9
Maths 1 hour (pd 2) in Hall
and Maths rooms

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

Lunch
Register in the refectory if in an exam
Year 9 X-BAND
NORMAL LESSONS
NORMAL LESSONS
NORMAL LESSONS
Science 1 hour 15 (pd 4)
Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session

NORMAL LESSONS

Week 2
Session

Monday 21 June

Tuesday 22 June

Wednesday 23 June

Register in the refectory if in an exam
Year 9 Y-BAND
NORMAL LESSONS
NORMAL LESSONS
Science 1 hour 15 (pd 1)
Break
Register in the refectory if in an exam

8:55 – 10:10

10:20 – 11:20

Year 9 X-BAND
English 1 hour (pd 2)

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

Thursday 24 June

Friday 25 June

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

NORMAL LESSONS

Year 9 X-BAND
RE 1 hour 45 (pd 4 + 5)

NORMAL LESSONS

Lunch
Register in the refectory if in an exam
12:45 – end
of exam

Year 9 Y-BAND
English 1 hour (pd 4)

NORMAL LESSONS

Year 9 Y-BAND
RE 1 hour 45 (pd 4+5)

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session
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EXAMS TIMETABLE YEAR 10
MFL Speaking exams – dates and times to be confirmed

Year 10 Trial Exams 14-18 June 2021 (Exam week A/Timetable week 1)
Written exams in Hall
Session
am Form Time
8:40 – 9:55
Students return
to normal lessons
after each exam

Monday 14 June

Tuesday 15 June

Normal form room

NORMAL LESSONS

Wednesday 16 June

Thursday 17 June

Friday 18 June

Register in the refectory (unless in Art/Photography, then go to the Art Block
08:55 start
French/Spanish Listening
35/45 mins (rooms tbc)
NORMAL LESSONS FOR
EVERYONE ELSE

08:55 start
French/Spanish reading
Foundation 45/60 mins
NORMAL LESSONS FOR
EVERYONE ELSE

English Literature
(X band only)
1 hour 45
NORMAL LESSONS
FOR Y BAND

Art / Photography
5 hours
NORMAL LESSONS
FOR EVERYONE
ELSE

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session
Break
Register in the refectory if in an exam

10:20 – 12:15
Students return
to normal lessons
after each exam

NORMAL LESSONS

English Language
1 hour 45

Mathematics paper 1
1 hour 30

Option 3
Spanish 1 hour 15
French 1 hour 15
Art / Photography
5 hours
ICT – NO EXAM
Drama 1 hour

NORMAL LESSONS

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session
Lunch
Register in the refectory if in an exam
12:45 – 15:00

Food practical
Option 1 2 hours
NORMAL LESSONS
FOR EVERYONE ELSE

Mia Blunden
Biology
1 hour 15

Chemistry
1 hour 15

Mathematics paper 2
1 hour 30

11D
Art / Photography
NORMAL LESSONS
FOR EVERYONE
ELSE

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session

Year 10 Trial Exams 21-25 June 2021 (Exam week B/Timetable week 2)

Written exams in Hall
Session
am Form Time
8:40 – 9:55
Students return
to normal lessons after each
exam

Monday 21 June

Tuesday 22 June

Wednesday 23 June

All pupils to register in the refectory
BTEC SPORTS
PRACTICALS ALL
DAY
(named students at
named times)

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

Physics 1 hour 15

Thursday 24 June

Friday 25 June

Normal form room

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session
Break
Register in the refectory if in an exam
10:20 – 12:15
Students return
to normal lessons after each
exam

12:45 – 15:00
Students return
to normal lessons after each
exam

Option 1
Option 2
Geography paper 1+2
Geography paper 1+2
BTEC SPORTS
1 hour+1 hour
1 hour+1 hour
PRACTICALS ALL
History 1 hour 30
History 1 hour 30
Mathematics Paper 3
DAY
D&T 2 hours
D&T 2 hours
1 hour 30
(named students at
Food Prep 1 hour 45
Food Prep 1 hour 45
named times)
Media 1 hour 30
Media 1 hour 30
Music sep.room 1 hr 15
Dance 1 hour
Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session
Lunch
Register in the refectory if in an exam
BTEC SPORTS
PRACTICALS ALL
DAY
(named students at
named times)

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

NORMAL LESSONS
FOR YEAR 10

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

Food practical
Option 2 2 hours
NORMAL LESSONS FOR
EVERYONE ELSE

NORMAL LESSONS FOR
YEAR 10

Students return to normal lessons after any exams that finish before the end of any session

.
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E-SCOOTER GUIDANCE

Dear Parents,
We’re sending you this letter as part of our ongoing work to educate the community about current laws surrounding the use of e-scooters.
E-scooters are currently only legal to ride on private land with the landowner’s permission, or as
part of a government trial if hired through the trial scheme within the trial area.
Over the past few months, police have received numerous complaints from members of the public about e-scooters illegal use and putting people in danger. Reports have also been received of
accidents which have resulted in riders suffering serious injuries and in one case a fatality.
With trials of rented e-scooters taking place around the country, some are purchasing them in the
mistaken belief they can legally use them on public paths and roads. This is not the case and police are finding that otherwise law-abiding citizens are inadvertently breaking the law in this way.
However, some being deliberately ridden anti-socially by young people who know full well that
they should not be using them.
As a result, police have been educating members of the public for several months, via social media
and through the stores that sell them, regarding use of e-scooters.
We have been informed by police that the education phase has come to an end and enforcement
will be stepped up.
This is an issue that police are taking seriously, as using an e-scooter illegally puts members of the
public and the riders themselves at risk of being seriously hurt.
Using an e-scooter in public within Hertfordshire is currently against the law and can result in penalty points, a fine and the scooter being seized for any of the following offences:

•
•
•
•

Driving with no insurance
Driving Otherwise in Accordance of a License
Careless driving
Failing to Stop for police
Driving on the footpath

To ensure your child is not caught out please do not use e-scooters anywhere other than privately
owned land with the permission of the land owner.
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