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Friday  11th December 2020 
Review: 14—Headteacher’s Update 

 

Dear all,  

 

It is hard to believe that we are coming to the end of 2020 and I am sure we are all looking forward to 2021.  

I am sure we are all hoping that the vaccines released this week will have an impact and we can return to a greater sense of normality and 

more importantly we can have less worries. Like many of you, the changes that Covid-19 has caused us to make have been changes for 

the better and we will certainly reflect on what to keep. 

Next Thursday evening, we would have been welcoming back our GCSE and A-Level students for what 

would be our Annual Awards Evening. However, like so many events this year, we won’t be able to have students and parents 

on site. However, even though we cannot run this event live, celebrating the wonderful achievement of our students is more important now 

than ever to maintain the sense of pride and community that is at the heart of our character here at RBA. With this in mind, we will be run-

ning this event virtually. (the new Government measure of school progress) was one of the highest in the Borough.  

With three segregated breaks and lunches, it proved impossible for us to organise, in a Covid safe manner, 

for all the students to have a sit-down Christmas lunch this year. However, we are planning to run a festive 

themed week instead and each day for break and lunch the canteen will be serving something festive. We will of course put the Xmas 

music on to go with the Christmas lights and tree that are up already.   

At the end of last week, the DfE finally shared some information about the GCSE and A-Level exams.       

The key points are: 

• Generous grade boundaries to make sure grades are in line with 2020 outcomes 

• Students to received advance notice of topic areas to be covered 

• Exam aids to be provided e.g. formula sheets 

• Additional exams to give students a second chance to sit a paper if they have to miss an exam 

• Obviously, the devil is in the detail and we are now waiting for this detail. 

 

Finally, we break up next Friday 18th December at Midday. As in previous years, this Friday will be our annual House 

Charity Day and students will be competing to raise money for our PTA. It is also a non- uniform day (£1) and we hope stu-

dents we will be wearing their Christmas jumpers (parents are requested to pay on line). There will be no RBA Review next 

week, however, I shall write a separate end of term newsletter to all parents to update you all on information for the New Year.  

Next term, we return to school on Tuesday 5th January at the normal time. Please take the time over the holiday to wash your 

child’s blazer and tie and replenish their pencil cases.  

“I try to avoid looking forward or backward, and try to keep looking upward.” 

(Charlotte Bronte) 

Enjoy the weekend.  

 
  
 
 
Ced de la Croix 
Headteacher 
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PARENT PAY 

Please can Parent / Carers ensure their 

child’s ParentPay is topped up for break 

and lunch. 

We are unable to accept cash at this 

time. 

Thank you 

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS 

Lani Hoang 7E 

Regan Ince 7E 

Paige Perez-Mckellar 7E 

Karla Clark 8C 

Emma Pollard 8C 

Lyla Terry 8C 

Isabelle Williams 8C 

Katie Church 8D 

Charlotte Evans 8D 

Reggie Smith 8D 

Jesse Ellerbeck 8E 

Lola Anthoney 8R 

Freddie Cavilla 8R 

Marco Trupia 9C 

Joshua Familia-Parsons 9E 

Brooklyn Buck 10A 

Connor Goodey 10A 

Callum Brown 11A 

Rhys Davies 11A 

Matilda Gumble 11A 

Sophie Morgan 11A 

Max Singleton 11A 

Mia Blunden 11D 

Katie Donnarumma 11E 

Tobey Gower 12E 



  Achievement   Care   Excellence 

FANTASY FOOTBALL UPDATE 

GIVING BLOOD—VIRTUAL ASSEMBLEY 

Some amazing performances. Some very special pun names. Special mention to Joe who got one of the highest scores in the 
world in September. 

Managers of the Month: RBA FFL 

Sept - Joe W - Year 11 - Wickham Wanderers 

Oct - Rocco T - Year 10 - Dier Straits 

Nov - Mr De La Croix - Every Year - White Hart RBA (highest placed student, Callum B - Year 11 - Brown's Boys) 

Current overall leader 

Rocco T. With Mr De La Croix breathing down his neck - just two points adrift. 

This week the Sixth Form students watched a virtual assembly from Mr Stuttle about giving 
blood. As you may know, we are in greater need than ever to give blood and provide our 
NHS with a resource that they are desperate to increase. Please consider giving blood, as 
a number of our staff do at RBA. Thank you to Mr Stuttle for making the assembly, but also 
for giving  blood. 
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WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY—RIGHTS AND RESPONSIBILITIES 

REVISION GUIDE SALES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The school shop in student recep-
tion stocks all the following books, 
recommended by teachers to pri-
vate study at home. Now is an ideal 
time, particularly for year 11, to en-
sure your child has the revision 
guides they need. Most of these are 
sold cheaper than they would be on 
the high street. 

To purchase, simply add the money 
to the ParentPay dinner money 
funds and ask your child to go to 
Student reception during a break or 
lunchtime to make a purchase. 

 

Revision Guide PRICE 

GCSE French Vocab book (8162) £2.20 

GCSE AQA French Rev Guide (5376) £3.15 

GCSE French Translation Skills Workbook (0490) £3.15 

GCSE French Exam practice Workbook (5383) £3.15 

Spanish Vocab Book (8636) £2.65 

GCSE Spanish exam Practice workbook (5475) £3.15 

GCSE Geography Revision cards   £4.95 

Higher Maths revision cards £7.70 

Foundation Maths revision cards £7.70 

GCSE Maths higher Revision guide (3952) £6.60 

GCSE Maths Foundation practice workbook (3990) £6.60 

GCSE Higher Practice workbook (4034) £3.15 

RE Revision guide £10.90 

History AQA GCSE £11.00 

GCSE Geography Exam practice workbook (6113) £3.60 

A-Level Geography Complete revision and practice £11.00 

Geography Revision and practice (6137) £6.05 

Geography ring binder £0.80 

This week I have had the privilege of leading the whole school assembly via video on the topic of ‘Rights & 
Responsibilities’. I have included the link below so that parents can have a watch if they wish. The assembly 
focuses on our students completing a ‘Personal Learning Checklist’ (PLC) concerning their SMSC (Spiritual, 
Moral, Social and Cultural), BV (British Values) & Citizenship development. I hope that the PLC shows stu-
dents how much RBA does in supporting each and every students to ensure that they are ready for the wid-
er world. I hope that students appreciated filling this form in and we will then evaluate our progress in the 
Spring and Summer term.  

 

    Many thanks, 

           Mr Stuttle 

https://www.loom.com/share/560d6ea326d24993a4ed3782adc16f51  

https://www.loom.com/share/560d6ea326d24993a4ed3782adc16f51


 Join today 

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk 

Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy 

Click on “Support this school” 

Click “Support now” 

This week's winner is: 

 Ms. Chadwick 

 Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week 

 

 It’s an easy way to support our school and help   

 raise funds 

 There’s a guaranteed winner every week as 

 well as the chance to win £25,000 

 It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting 

 our school today! 

SCHOOL LOTTERY 
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ONLINE COURSES 

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

http://www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
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LIBRARY NEWS 

The Black Lives Matter Junior Reading Group Book for November was Windrush Child by Benjamin Zephaniah. I would like to thank 

the students who read the book and reviewed it for me. They will all receive a Headteacher’s Commendation. It tells the story of 10-year-

old Leonard, who arrives from Jamaica in 1958 to be with his father who is already here, and the terrible racism he and his family have to 

deal with from day-to-day. In the end Leonard manages to build a good life for himself and has children and grandchildren. Then Leonard 

applies for a passport and he is arrested and told that he is going to be deported, because he has no legal status. He is part of the 

Windrush generation who travelled under their mothers’ passports. 

Lani Hoang in 7E thought that the book dealt with the harsh reality of racism, but in a way that made the book suitable for ages 11-13. 

She was shocked at the way black people were treated in the book, such as the random physical attacks on them, the colour bar from 

some shops, and the racist name-calling.  

Paige Perez-McKellar in 7E felt that the book showed the racism in Britain in the 1950s and 60s and what happened to some of the 

Windrush generation more recently, but she would have liked a bit more adventure in the story. 

TA, Mrs Heywood-Cato, also read the book and she said of it: Benjamin Zephaniah.  One of the best storytellers ever! The Windrush seen 

through the eyes of a child.  Superb. He gives his readers precisely the satisfactions they look for in a novel that is absorbing and well-

written with an unexpectant end. Well worth the read! 

The Black Lives Matter Junior Reading Group Book for December is Clean Getaway by Nic Stone. An 11-year-old black boy goes on an 

unplanned road trip across America with his white grandma, learning about the history of the segregation in the south and his grandma’s 

secret along the way. 

Please encourage your children to join the reading groups as they are a great way to widen their reading, as well as their understanding 

of modern-day issues. 

Ms Harrington, Librarian 
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Things have been getting Christmassy in the Library now that the Xmas tree is up and the Xmas spirit is underway. 

I’m hoping that the ‘Xmas Chain Around the Library’ will get further than ever this year. All the 

students are asked to fill in a link that makes up the paper chain with either their favourite book, 

author or character. The chain will be cut in 5 different places at the end of term by the Head 

teacher and the 5 lucky winners will all receive a prize. There is also the added incentive of a 

house point for every link filled in. 

There will also be prize winners for the various other competitions that will be running in the 

Library until the end of term. All winners will be announced before we break up for Xmas and 

they will need to be sure to collect their prizes from the Library before they leave, or the elves 

might take them home instead! 

Merry Xmas 

Ms Harrington, Librarian 

CHRISTMAS TIME IN THE LIBRARY 

14th—18th 

December 
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