Friday 12th February 2021

Review: 23—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:
We are back!
It has been a real pleasure this week welcoming back staff and students after a long 3
months without them here! I would like to thank parents for their support with the asymptomatic testing programme and also with their child’s uniform.
The 1st and 2nd round of asymptomatic testing has gone incredibly well and we are so grateful for the many volunteers (most of whom are our parents) for giving up their time. We now
have another full 10 days of testing in order to ensure all students complete 3 tests, 3-5 days
apart. Following these 3 in-school tests, students will be provided with home testing kits so
they can continue this testing regime at home (twice a week) under parent supervision. Mr
Creasey will send out more details around this, once the home testing kits arrive, towards the end of this term.
Covid Safety
All the safety measures we had in place before Christmas still exist (bubbles, staggered breaks and lunches, and staggered finish
times). In addition to this, we are now asking students to wear a mask in lessons as it is difficult for them to maintain social distance
from each other. The teachers are not required to wear a mask in lessons as the teaching rooms have been adapted to ensure teaching staff are 2m away from the students. In addition to this, a small number of students rely on reading the teachers lips and recognising facial expressions. When we introduced masks back in October we made the school’s position clear that we will not be sanctioning
students for not wearing masks properly. Instead, we will continue to speak to them individually about why this recommendation has
been put in place for everyone’s safety. Where students are unable to wear a mask, the parents need to contact their Head of Year to
apply for an exemption card. We believe this pragmatic approach will allow us to focus instead on the education of your child rather
than our staff spend their time disciplining students around face masks. We therefore appreciate your support in this matter.
GCSE and A-Level Exams – Summer 2021
We are still waiting for more detail from the exam boards before we commit to sharing our plan for assessing students this summer.
What we do know is:
•
Schools will be responsible for determining the students’ grade (Centre Assessment Grades – CAGs)
•
Schools must submit these grades to the exam board by 18th June
•
Schools will use a range of evidence (portfolio of work) to validate this grade, such as, previous assessments, coursework,
essays, end of topic tests, plus any new assessments or essays they do in the next 2 months). As yet, we are waiting on the
detail of what we must include from the Exam Boards – hence the delay.
•
With the new assessments (mini tests, essays in class) over the next 2 months, students will only be tested on what they have
learned. We will share this with students and parents.
•
The new assessments (essays, mini-tests etc) may take place in the classroom or hall (both under test conditions)
•
Coursework can continue to develop the students’ skills and can help contribute towards the final grade.
•
We will need to moderate the students’ portfolio of work and we plan to do this with our colleagues across the Trust. This quality assurance will ensure that we have properly validated the students’ final grades and ensure that we have been fair and consistent.
We are very conscious that students and parents want to know exactly what is happening. As soon as we get the detail from the Exam
Board we will send out our final plans, including when the Year 11s and 13s last day will be. For now, our mantra is keep calm and
carry on! Mr Rome, Assistant Headteacher, has put together a short video to clarify how we intend to navigate our way through the
next term. The link to Mr Rome’s video can be found here: https://youtu.be/NQ23-MEZft4
“The answer to every adversity lies in courageously moving forward with faith.”
(Edmond Mbiaka)
Enjoy the weekend,
Ced de la Croix
Headteacher

HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS

Daniel Codd
Sarah Currie-Barrington
Alex Fletcher
Sonny Osborne
Khrish Ubhi
Stefan Eldridge
Evie O'Dowd-Twine
Freddie Slater
Sid Baker
Elena Christophi
Maddison D'Agostino
Ben Grahame
Abbie Irons-Eveleigh
Miley Kennedy
Litsitso Leboela

7A
7A
7A
7A
7A
7C
7C
7C
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D
7D

Callum Chadwick-Bacon 9E

Ella Lewis
Freddie Magona
Molly Rudolph
Issey Zinzan
Nicholas Bandy
Carmine Cesario
Teddy Cripps
Phoebe Curtis
Lani Hoang

7D
7D
7D
7D
7E
7E
7E
7E
7E

Charlie Lapidge
Ayani Lingibe-Ajavon
Paige Livermore
Mason Morgan
Mia Wilkinson

7E
7E
7E
7E
7E

Aleesha Venables

10C

Dolly Tripp
Ryleigh Brawn
Rhea Kearns-Walker
Thomas Waller
Lily Brooks
Poppie Law
Elijah Bowtell
George Kitis
Freddie Cavilla
Sofia Cornely-Lewis
Jay Kent
Thomas Koert
Ellie Teixeira

8A
8C
8C
8C
8D
8D
8E
8E
8R
8R
8R
8R
8R

Matilda Gumble
Maisie Irons-Eveleigh

11A
11A

Sophie Morgan

11A

Harry Downes

11C

Luke Hughes

11C

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK
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HOMEWORK CLUB
The school provides a homework club that is
available to all students on Monday to Thursday every week, supervised by a member of
staff. Students have access to a PC if they have
work to do online, and a space to work if they
just need to work in their books. If you would
like your child to attend, all they need to do is
go to the library after school. If you would like
to ensure that they attend, because you have
concerns about homework, please contact
your child’s head of year to discuss how we
can support this.

The provision starts again from next Monday.

Mr Creasey
Assistant Headteacher

WORLD BOOK DAY

Students were given their WBD tokens when they returned to school this week. A bit later than normal, but still
with plenty of time to use them to get a free WBD book. Just take them to WHSmith, a book seller, or any large supermarket and swap
them for one of the books created especially for WBD. They can also be used to claim £1 off any book costing £2.99 or more. Shown
are some of the free books they can get with the token.
Happy Reading
Ms Harrington, Librarian.
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WORLD BOOK DAY

Can you guess who our masked readers are?

During lesson time on World Book Day, students will be taking part in a WBD themed bingo challenge. They have to complete as many activities as they can.

UNIFORM—FORBA
Forba would like to ask if there are any families with
unwanted 2nd hand uniforms to consider donating
them to the school.
These would be gratefully received.
For further guidance on uniform expectations click
on the link:
https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/401/
uniform?search=uniform
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JLT MEETING
Last week JLT again met virtually to ensure that RBA is the best it can be by listening to student voice even though (at the time) we are
stuck behind screens. We had a superb meeting in which all year groups, genders and different viewpoints were heard from. It is truly
amazing how many positive initiative JLT have managed to put in place since September! During this meeting we heard the latest update
from the Headteachers and the JLT interrogated Mr de la Croix with the questions below. After this because of National Careers Week
Mr Rome attended to gain student feedback about how the week went. You can see a full summary of this below.
Lastly, if you have anything that you think JLT need to be involved in please email us your suggestions to
JLT@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk. Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
[on behalf of JLT]
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RED NOSE DAY

Is it a bird? Is it a plane? Pupils from Robert Barclay Academy channel their
inner superhero for Red Nose Day
On Friday 19 March, pupils and staff from Robert Barclay Academy are going to support Red Nose Day. By trying to raise
money via the Just Giving page, and also taking part in different activities during the week in form times.

Everyone can channel their inner superhero, and unleash their superpowers to support people living incredibly tough lives
across the UK and around the world. The money raised by Red Nose Day will support people in the UK around the world,
and help tackle homelessness, abuse and mental health stigma.

Ahead of Red Nose Day, pupils, parents and staff can contribute by donating on our schools Just Giving Page via this link below. Donating through JustGiving is simple, fast and totally secure. Once you donate, they'll
send your money directly to Comic Relief: Red Nose Day, so it's the most efficient way to give - saving time and cutting
costs for the charity.
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday21-4ba259ed-695b-4476-874b4a663a56f5a1?utm_source=Sharethis&utm_medium=fundraising&utm_content=robert-barclay-academy-rednoseday214ba259ed-695b-4476-874b-4a663a56f5a1&utm_campaign=pfp-email&utm_term=f421fa08331545a1ac782e9cbe7bf339.

Or you can get to the Just Giving page by scanning this QR code:

Red Nose Day is back on Friday 19 March and will aim to bring the UK together (although we may be apart) to show just
how powerful humour can be through the toughest of times.
It has never felt more important to raise smiles and money for those who are struggling more than ever, as the continued
impact of Covid-19 brings unprecedented challenges to many.
Money raised by Red Nose Day will help vulnerable people in the UK and around the world.
If anyone has any questions about the event then please speak to/email Ms Melhuish.
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Covid Testing—Students Guide
•
•
•

•

•

•
•
•

•

•
•

STEP 1
Enter via Sixth Form Silent
learning room external door
Sanitize hands on entry
Register name and collect
your registration card and
lateral flow test

STEP 2
You will be guided to a
testing desk. {1, 2 or 3}
At each desk you will have:
A mirror, Hand Sanitizer,
Antibacterial wipes, Tissues,
diagram and waste bin.

STEP 3
A Covid volunteer will ask you
for your lateral flow test
You will then be handed a
swab to use
Then place in a test tube
which the Covid volunteer will
be holding.

{Thank you to Mr Cullen for
Making our lateral flow Pods in
D&T}

STEP 4
Wipe down your area

STEP 5
Exit via Sixth Form silent
learning internal door.
Log in at home to register
and receive results.
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