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Headteacher’s Update
Friday 13th November 2020

Dear all,

On Wednesday, 11th November, the whole school came together (virtually) for Remembrance Day. Mr Stuttle (Head of RE/
Citizenship) organised for myself, two members of the JLT and the Revd Rachel Pennant, who is based at Hoddesdon Parish Church, to
lead a remembrance service in an empty hall which was then shown to the students in the classes. Rachel led a fantastic remembrance
service and this was culminated by Lani and Paige (Year 7) reading out a lovely war poem before our minute’s silence. As part of the service we showed a video to the students of the local Hoddesdon War Memorial which has the names of the local men and women who died
in World War I and II. I would like to thank Mr Stuttle for his organisation and support for this event and for the students for being such excellent ambassadors.
On Tuesday evening, we held our virtual Sixth Form Open Evening. This involved the school sharing with Year 11 students and their
parents what the RBA Sixth Form has to offer in terms of subject options, the various pathways and the academic/pastoral support. We are
extremely proud of the progress our Sixth Form has been making over the last few years and the excellent exam results reflect this.
The safety of our students is always of paramount importance. Each year (except for last year), we run a `safe to learn’ survey with the
students. This always ties into anti-bullying week, which is next week. In the survey, we ask students (anonymously) to identify how safe
they feel at school and whether they have been bullied, what type and how was it dealt with. We also ask students to name bullies. If a
name frequently comes up, then we use this information to invite the child and parents to a meeting to discuss why a significant number of
students feel their behaviour is of a bullying nature. We do this as my philosophy is that we should always address bullying head on.
Today, the whole school came together again to support and raise money for Children In Need. As well as non-uniform day, students
undertook a range of other fund-raising activities such as the virtual duck race, form activities and purchasing wristbands. We have also set
up a just giving fund raising page and if parents wish to contribute to help us meet our target, they can do so by clicking this link:

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robertbarclayacademy

Last Thursday, following the DfE national guidance regarding the lockdown we emailed out that we were advised to suspend all
extra-curricular activities. However, over the weekend, the Government clarified that clubs could now run. We welcomed this news and
this week many of the clubs have been back up and running.
“The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he
stands at times of challenge and controversy.”
(Martin Luther King, Jr)
Enjoy the weekend and do try to get your child out of the house. We have some amazing woods and countryside walks near us, so why not
go and explore and enjoy the fresh air and a bit of nature with your child.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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P.S.H.E / Wellbeing

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT

@RBAwellbeing
RE
@re_rba

Phone: 01992 410800 (Option - 3)
Absence Email: (Available 24 hours)
attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

PARENT PAY
Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.

Please report ALL absences before 9:15am on the
first day of absence and every morning thereafter.
Mrs S. Brackenbury
Attendance Officer

Thank you
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IMPORTANT NOTICE
Please may we remind parents/carers that Student Reception can no longer accept any forgotten PE equipment, lunches or books. Please check that your child has everything they
need for their day in school before they leave the house to avoid them being given a consequence for forgotten items.
If your child has an appointment which requires them to leave during the school day, the
Student must come to Student Reception to sign out and then please organise to meet them
in the car park. We are requesting parents/carers do not come into Student Reception.
Many thanks for your continued support.
Student Reception Team

JUST TALK WEEK 16-22 NOVEMBER
We know that this has been a tough year and you may be experiencing new feelings of anxiety or frustration, which is completely natural. It’s now more important than ever that we all think about ways to cope during challenging times – and to
reach out for support if we need it.
Click on the link below to see how ‘Just Talk’ are supporting this.
https://www.justtalkherts.org/news-and-campaigns/just-talk-week-2020.aspx?searchInput=&page=1&resultsPerPage=10&view=list

LATENESS TO SCHOOL
Due to the changes that we have had to make to the school day with staggered lunch times, we have
had to review how we approach the consequence for students who are late to school.
Previously, students who were late to school would have received a ‘same day’ lunch detention for the
duration of 20 minutes.
Now, we are moving to a scaled system, with ‘same day’ lunch detentions being removed and replaced
with after school detentions (of combined duration) once a threshold has been met.
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ART DEPARTMENT—YEAR 8 NEWS
The Art Department are excited to announce the introduction of Bronze Arts Award to students in
year 8 at RBA. This week students from year 8 who have a passion for the arts will begin working towards this nationally recognised Level 1 certificate awarded by Trinity College London and Arts Council England. The students will be meeting each Thursday to work through the 4 parts of the award:
•

Take Part – developing their skills in the arts

•

Be the Audience – exploring the arts as an audience member and recording their responses

•

Arts Inspiration – researching about an inspirational artist, craftsperson or practitioner

•

Arts Skills to Share – beginning to be an arts leader and passing on arts skills to others
The students will create a portfolio of evidence and if successful, be awarded the Bronze Arts Award
certificate.
We look forward to bringing you lots more Arts Award news in the near future!

LIBRARY NEWS

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

There has been a display in the RBA School
Library to commemorate Remembrance
Day, with a selection of fiction, non-fiction
and poetry books for students to look at and
take out if they wish to.
‘In Flanders Field,’ the famous poem by John
McCrae, can be read by them and reminds
them why the poppy is so important on this
day.
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BLACK LIVES MATTER READING GROUP

If parents would like to join in with the reading please feel free to do so. You can read
either book or both and send your reviews
to me at:

library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Your reviews will be discussed at the next
meeting.

Please encourage your children to join the
reading groups as they are a great way to
widen their reading, as well as their understanding of modern day issues.

ACADEMIC REVIEW DAY
Thursday 19th November {Evening} and Friday 20th November

Don’t forget to book your appointment with your child’s Form Tutor for our Academic
Review Day following the link provided:
https://robertbarclayacademy.schoolcloud.co.uk/
Instructions for accessing the virtual meeting will be emailed following confirmation of
your booking.
Please contact the school office if you have any questions.
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PARENT COURSES

PARENT COURSES

FREE SCHOOL MEALS DURING SCHOOL HOLIDAYS

You will have seen a lot of talk around free
school meals (FSM) and how we can support
vulnerable families in school holidays. Child
poverty and hunger is an important ongoing
issue and I know you will all work with children you want to be sure do not go without
during their time away from school.
Although the scheme wasn’t extended this
Autumn half-term, there is help available for
low income families at any time, and we’ve
been sharing social media signposting to this
support.
If you know of a family who might need additional help, especially at this time of uncertainty, please do let them know they can contact HertsHelp:

SCHOOL LOTTERY
Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

It’s an easy way to support our school and help
raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

Ms. Grahame
Join today
Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy

www.hertshelp.net

Click on “Support this school”

info@hertshelp.net

Click “Support now”

Tel: 0300 123 4044
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