Friday 15th January 2021

Review: 16—Headteacher’s Update
Dear all,
Here are this week’s headlines and notices:

Remote Learning
I would like to thank parents for the positive messages that have been sent in this week about the school’s improved approach to remote
learning. Parents have indicated that the increased live lessons have increased motivation and engagement in their child and it has given
them a greater purpose for waking up each day. Staff are certainly enjoying the challenge of live teaching and I know many staff are now
playing around with the various additional tools that MS Teams has to offer to enable the learning to be even more exciting and effective!
These new tools will also allow staff to check students’ understanding of the topics and therefore allow us to see where any gaps in learning are. We have asked staff to make live lessons 45 minutes long. This is deliberate, and it is to allow for change over between the live
lessons and it provides time for students to take a short break from working at a screen before their next lesson begins.

Devices and wi-fi
Since the start of this new January lockdown, the school have given out 55 laptops. We know there are some students who are still using
their mobile phone to access the live lessons. This is certainly not ideal and we are working hard to source more laptops. It has been
pleasing to hear that some parents have also been working hard to borrow laptops from grandparents and neighbours! I would also like to
remind parents that MS Teams lessons can be viewed on Xbox and Play Stations and we have sent details out about how you can do this.
For those Year 7, 8 and 9 students who have paid for an iPad, we are still waiting for the order to arrive. Unfortunately, due to the pandemic, the demand for iPads outstrips the supply. We are hoping these will arrive by the end of the month.
Whilst we may not be able to source a laptop straight away, if your child is still working from a mobile phone, please can you let us know
that you need a laptop and we will add you to our waiting list.
Please email us at: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Exercise Books
Please do come and collect your child’s exercise books so they can complete the work in their actual class book. To save you time and
waiting when you arrive, please email in advance your child’s name and we will get you their exercise books ready. We also have blank
exercise books too so please let us know if your child needs these.
If you have any queries around this, please call the school or email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Covid-Mass Testing in School
We started the testing of students and staff this week. So far, we have tested well over 60 staff and students who
are attending school every day. We plan to continue doing this regularly so that we can learn and practice in preparation for when the whole school return and also so we can continue to keep the school and the local community
a safe place. I would like to thank Mr Creasey, Mrs Chadwick and Mrs Buckle for all their support and putting
together our amazing on-site Covid Testing Centre.
We very much appreciate that the lockdown has had a different impact on different individuals and families. We
will continue to work to provide support for our students and their families throughout this time. However, if parents and carers do feel that we can provide further support then please do not hesitate to contact us at the school. Thank you.

“Educating the mind without educating the heart is no education at all.”
(Aristotle)
Enjoy the weekend.
Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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ACCESSING MS-TEAMS AND OFFICE 365 VIA PLAYSTATION AND XBOX
We thought it would be helpful to share with you that if your child has access to a PlayStation or Xbox they can access the
internet and therefore they can access their Office 365 account. This may be helpful if you need to use multiple devices
within your household or do not have a desktop or laptop.

All Microsoft applications i.e. Word, PowerPoint, Outlooks for emails and Microsoft Teams will be available. In addition,
you can connect a keyboard (via the USB), but the controller will still enable them to access the above. We have shared
some YouTube links of how to access Teams via your PlayStation or Xbox.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CiNzN8QxIRI&ab_channel=PontypriddHighSchoolVirtualLearning
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHTHaXhccDE&ab_channel=BrianDavidson

Students can also access their Edulink account by logging in via the internet. We have included the weblinks for Edulink
and Foldr (this allows students to access their own computer files and access to the student shared area, where teachers
may place resources).
Edulink: https://www.edulinkone.com/#!/login (log in with your normal username and password)
Foldr: https://foldr.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/home/ (log in with your school email and password)

FoRBA NEWS

WIFI ISSUES
We have ordered some Reuters. Please
let us know if you would like one – these
provide free wi-fi and 25KB of data.
Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

FoRBA (Friends of Robert Barclay Academy) would like to wish
everyone a Happy New Year and say a massive thank you for all
your support over 2020, this has been our only way, of raising
money to benefit all Students.
We hope 2021 returns some normality, and look forward to booking some great events later in the year for everyone to enjoy
when this is safe to do so.

EXERCISE BOOKS
We are aware that some students have left their
exercise books and art portfolios at school.
These can be collected from the school between
8:15—3:00. Please report to Main Reception. If
you have any queries around this, please call the
school or email:

Congratulations to our winners:Ms Carins 26/12/20

admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Ms Benton 2/1/21
Ms Summers 9/1/21
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RBA JLT’s ‘Top Tips for Remote Learning
In the background of these last 2 weeks the JLT have been busy working on a load of ‘TOP TIPS’ to help support students.
During meetings and on the chat in Microsoft Teams we have been constructing these and I have put them together to
help support RBA. Why not go through these with your child and tick off what you are doing and maybe discuss about how
things could be made better? I personally loved putting these together and really enjoyed the conversations about how
we can support each other in this time of difficulties. I have left them in the words of the pupils, so that you know it is
them saying it.

My favourite, without a shadow of a doubt, has to be on the green “TOP Tips for PARENTS supporting their children whilst
remote learning”, number 8, “Sometimes we need space, but we always need love!”. This was expressed by a Year 9 JLT
member and really caused me to stop and think. Please take a moment to stop, read and reflect on these 3 “Top Tips”
posters. Things are difficult at the moment, but RBA is here to support you.
Many thanks,

Mr Stuttle

JLT & GEOGRAPHY—ENERGY STICKERS PROJECT

LAWN TENNIS ASSOCIATION

“To increase the energy efficiency of RBA and save us a little money in the
process JLT have been placing these red stickers around the school on
all projector remotes and light switches around school. JLT thought these
would be a helpful reminder to staff to save money by saving energy when
we are not using it. I hope these will all jog our memories at the end of the
day (and whenever we leave a room) to save a little money.

Last Friday LTA updated their rankings
for 2021, Albert C (year 11) was ranked
NR 1 in the under 16’s
in Hertfordshire and NR 33 for under
16’s for the UK. This is
a fantastic achievement!

Many thanks,

Well done Albert!

Mr Stuttle
(on behalf of JLT)
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YEAR 10 VIRTUAL SIMULATORS

YEAR 7 PRACTICAL WORK

A program designed to support conceptual

Students completed practical home

understanding of electricity

demonstrations on dissolving
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WHOLE SCHOOL ASSEMBLY—RESPECT & TOLERANCE
This week I had the pleasure of leading the whole school assembly virtually on respect & tolerance. During the assembly
I addressed some of the myths and misconceptions that people often communicate when it comes to being respectful
and tolerant of others. To be topical as well I also attempted to relate these myths in the context of the current dilemma which is developing in the US political scene. I hope that students found this useful to learn a little bit more about
what it means to be respectful and tolerant of others. by looking at some of the misconceptions surrounding it are.

Thankfully at RBA, we do not often see these displayed in our school, but it is always healthy to have a reminder about
these things and increase our knowledge of current world news (which isn’t COVID related). We miss not seeing you all
at RBA and can’t wait for the day soon when you are all back in your seating plans.
Many thanks + Stay Safe,
Mr Stuttle
LINK: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sDScOja9XhE&feature=youtu.be&ab_channel=RobertBarclayAcademy ”

REMOTE LEARNING IN R.E
Can I just take a moment to say a big “Thank You” to all the students, parents and carers for their support with remote
learning before Christmas, especially in those last weeks of term. Thanks for all your help as most students managed to
access all RE lessons and contribute to demonstrate progress. Especially to all the Year 9 and
Year 10 students who were still busy working their way through GCSE content and practices
questions, right the way up until the end of the Christmas term. It gave us time in the RE department to try some new and innovative techniques to engage students in engaging with
modern RE. In particular the use of the chat function during lessons to debate topics, maturely give opinions and evaluate various responses. We also had the chance to record lessons
and set assessment questions on MS Teams using MS Forms to test students knowledge. This
great feature gave students instant feedback despite not being in the classroom.
We were all certainly upskilled very quickly in this regard and I look forward to continuing to
use a lot of these techniques in future lessons and homework. Happy 2021 from all in the RE
department?
Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle
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WORKSHOPS & EVENTS
Please find some more workshops with 'Contact for families with disabled children'.
There is a list of workshops and events below, if you are interested, click on the link to their website to book a place.
Family workshops & events
• Siblings workshop for parent carers
• Educational support for young children with additional needs
• Educational support for school age children with additional needs
• Handling Meetings Effectively - for parents/carers of young children with additional needs
• Growing Up workshop for parent carers
• Money Matters – for parents/carers of young children with additional needs
• Money Matters - for parents/carers of children aged up to 16 with additional needs

• Encouraging Positive Behaviour in Young Children
• Encouraging Positive Behaviour in children aged up to 16
• Helping your young child sleep
• Helping your child (aged up to 16) sleep
• Support for speech and language issues in young children
• Wellbeing for parents/carers of children with additional needs

https://contact.org.uk/help-for-families/family-workshops-events/

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

HODDESDON MENTAL HEALTH SUPPORT TEAM
The Hoddesdon Mental Health Support Team
will be running a 45 minute workshop every
week for students who are self-isolating at home
as a result of Covid-19.
The sessions will run every Thursday at 3:45pm
(excluding Half Term breaks). Students must
arrive on time for the session. If, after 10
minutes, there are no attendees in the room the
session will be cancelled.
Please use the link below to access to session.

Microsoft Teams meeting
Join on your computer or mobile app
Click here to join the meeting

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY / Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Achievement

Care

Excellence

GEOGRAPHY RETRIVAL QUIZ WINNERS
This week Miss Burlton has set her year 9, 10 and 11’s a challenge to see which class could score the most
points in their retrieval quiz. Miss Burlton runs this quiz in the last 10 minutes of every lesson, to help assess
their understanding of previous topics.
In 3rd place is the Year 10’s who scored 16 in their first attempt and then an incredible 32 in their 2nd attempt.
In 2nd place is the Year 9’s who scored 22 in their first attempt and then and a phenomenal 37 in their 2nd
attempt.
However this weeks winners go to the year 11’s who went from 20, to an outstanding 40 correct questions in
10 minutes.

Massive congratulations to: Tia, Mia, Andrea, Amie, Andreas, Meghan, Archie, Daisy, Charley, Chantal, Bethany,
Charles, Sydie Teddi, Leah and Alessandro
I look forward to seeing who the winners are next week! Keep it up guys.
Miss Burlton

RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Happy 2021 from RBA. We miss
not having you in school (I also do
apologise for my text language in
the picture, but I ran out of ‘y’).

I have finally managed to get my
RE flags on the ceiling. Not only
Geography has flags!
Lovely day of remote teaching at
RBA, but we miss not having the
students in school. Keep safe!

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY / Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Achievement

Care

Excellence

Robert Barclay Academy, Hoddesdon, Herts, EN11 8JY / Tel: 01992 410800 | Fax: 01992 410801 | Email: admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

Achievement

Care

Excellence

