
Friday 19th March 2021 

Review: 24—Headteacher’s Update 
 

Dear all,  

Here are this week’s headlines and notices: 

 

We are now at the end of our second week since returning and it has been genuinely wonderful having the staff and students back in 

school and to have the opportunity to speak to them and teach them face-to-face. The students have responded so well to our new pro-

tocols and have dealt with the issue of wearing face masks for prolonged periods of time in a very sensible and mature manner. I would 

like to thank parents for all their support with this too. 

 

Covid 

By the end of this Friday we will have finished the three in-school Covid tests for students. I 

would like to extend my thanks to the volunteers (most of whom were parents) for their support. 

I would also like to thank Mrs Chadwick, Miss Buckle and Mr Creasey for leading and organis-

ing the test centre in such a highly efficient and professional manner. By the end of today, stu-

dents will have been given home testing kits. This will allow them to continue with testing twice 

a week (Sunday and Wednesday evening). Having done three tests in school, under supervi-

sion, students should be familiar with what to do. We have also provided  links to videos for 

students and parents to watch (please see Mr Creasey’s letter). Finally, testing remains an 

important control measure in being able to keep the school as safe as possible. On the subject 

of Covid, just a reminder to parents to email admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk if anyone in the family has tested positive, has symp-

toms and you are waiting for test results.  

 

iPad Roll Out 

Following the roll out of iPads to Year 7 students, this Wednesday and Thursday we continued the roll out to Year 8 and 9 students. This 

concludes the roll out for our current students as we plan to phase this in with the younger students. The next group of students to be 

issued with iPads will be the new Year 7 students in September. Both students and staff are very enthused about using the iPads as 

additional learning tools in lessons and it’s been great seeing the staff and students starting to use them in lessons whilst walking around 

the school. 

 

Last Day of Term and INSET Day  

Just a reminder that Friday 26th March will be our last day of term (finishing at the usual time) before we break up for the Easter holiday. 

Monday April 12th is our INSET Day meaning that students will be returning to school on Tuesday 13th April. We will be using the IN-

SET Day to continue to train staff on using iPads to enhance learning. 

 

GCSE and A-Level Exams – Summer 2021 

Next week, Mr Rome (Assistant Headteacher), will be providing more details to students and parents about how the school will be con-

ducting Teacher Assessment Grades. This information will also include a timeline and a provisional date for when we expect Year 11 

and 13 students to finish school next term. 

 

 

 

“Stay positive and happy. Work hard and don't give up hope. Be open to criticism and keep learn-
ing. Surround yourself with happy, warm and genuine people.” 

         (Tena Desae) 

 

Enjoy the weekend, 

 

  

  
Ced de la Croix 

mailto:admin@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
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HEADTEACHER’S COMMENDATIONS THOUGHT OF THE WEEK 

Harry Holbard Harris 7A 

Khrish Ubhi 7A 

Tasha Blunden 9C 

Alex Emms 9C 

Marco Trupia 9C 

Kudzai Dhliwayo 9E 

Joshua Gayle-Mccreadie 10A 

Daniel Jamela 11C 

Teddi Rolfe 11C 

Megan Krupa 11D 

Hassen Boulemia 12A 

Ruby Brown 12A 

This has been a really exciting week for RBA as we continue to rollout iPads to Year 8 and Year 9. Stu-
dents were guided through how to set up their Apple IDs and core apps such as Edulink and Foldr, during Wednesday and 
Thursday. Staff have been using the iPads in a variety of ways and this will set to continue as the year goes on.  

 

 

 

 

The iPad in the classroom brings education to life. Students can have endless access to information such as dictionaries 
and thesauruses. Interactive technology makes learning more engaging and memorable. Tools such as audio and video 
recorders can change the way learning and homework is completed. We look forward to exploring and innovating the way 
in which we use the iPads, in the and outside the classroom.  

 

 

 

 

We would like to thank Mr Hehir and Mr Draine for all of their support and hard work in getting the iPads set up for the 
students ahead of the rollout.  

 

If you have not yet secured an iPad for your child in year 7 to 9 and would like to, please do get in contact with the school 
and make the first instalment payment of £30. Please note that if your child is receiving free school meals, you will be enti-
tled to a reduced annual subscription 

RBA iPad Rollout 



LIBRARY NEWS 
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The school provides a homework club that is 
available to all students on Monday to Thurs-
day every week, supervised by a member of 
staff. Students have access to a PC if they have 
work to do online, and a space to work if they 
just need to work in their books. If you would 
like your child to attend, all they need to do is 
go to the library after school. If you would like 
to ensure that they attend, because you have 
concerns about homework, please contact 
your child’s head of year to discuss how we 
can support this. 
 
 
 
 
Mr Creasey 
Assistant Headteacher 

HOMEWORK CLUB 

There were 2 prize winners of the Year 7 and 8 World Book Day Events Week.  

They were: 

Maddison D'Agostino who wrote the introduction to a horror story  

 

Phoebe Curtis for her amazing fantasy book. 

Ms Harrington, Librarian 

A group of year 9 boys have been selected to undertake a reading challenge, whereby they have to try to read three books in 

three months from a targeted reading list which they have been given. They will receive rewards along the way and, hopefully, will 

achieve a gold certificate at the end of the challenge. It is also a fantastic opportunity to spend more time on their reading and 

develop their literacy skills even further. 



FREE COURSE 
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UNIFORM—FORBA 

Forba would like to ask if there are any families with 

unwanted 2nd hand uniforms to consider donating 

them to the school.  

These would be gratefully received. 

For further guidance on uniform expectations click 

on the link: 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/401/

uniform?search=uniform 

SCHOOL LOTTERY 

This week’s winner is: 

https://www.robertbarclayacademy.co.uk/1074/rba-school-lottery 

Mrs Won 
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