Review: 10

Headteacher’s Update

Friday 20th November 2020

Dear all,

By the time you read this week’s RBA Review, you should have all undertaken your ARD (Academic Review
Day) appointment with your child and your child’s tutor. For new parents, ARD enables you to meet with your child’s tutor
and to discuss how your child has settled since their return in September. Later in the year, you will have the opportunity to meet with your
child’s individual subject teachers. However, please do not feel you have to wait until then and do contact the individual teachers should you
have any concerns. Obviously, ARD was different this year and we hoped that doing it all remotely still allowed for meaningful conversations
and feedback to be had. If there were any issues at all about attending your ARD, please can I ask parents to contact their child’s Form Tutor
so that we can re-arrange the appointment.

On the subject of ARD, I wanted to take this opportunity to remind parents about the new Attitude To Learning (ATL) Grades that we brought in last year. When I look at a child’s report, I will zone in on two key areas. They are:
Attendance – a child will not fulfil their potential unless they are in school regularly. Our target is 96%.
ATL – a child will not fulfil their potential unless their effort is at least consistently good i.e. a Grade 2 or above.

I have attached to this week’s Review, a copy of the ATL grades and a description of the learning behaviour
expected to achieve a Grade 2 or indeed a Grade 1. We have raised our expectations. Parents can use this table to discuss
with their child what they could be doing in lessons to get a Grade 1 for ATL. Thank you!

Last Friday, we came together (virtually) to raise money for Children in Need. It was so nice to see students and staff
wearing fancy dress and participating in the various virtual activities. I could sense that the students really enjoyed the day and it was nice for
them to have something to look forward to (the children really do miss these types of extra events, and trips too). Overall, we managed to
raise over £1,000 for this Charity which is a fantastic amount when you consider the size of our school. I would like to thank Miss Melhuish for
co-ordinating this event.

Finally, I would like to take the opportunity to update parents where we are with the roll out of iPads.
Over the next two weeks, the school will be preparing a virtual presentation to parents of children in
current Year 7, 8 and 9. This presentation will cover when we plan to roll out the iPads for these
students and how the financial plan will work too. In light of the current Covid-19 circumstances, the
importance of students having their own device has become clear in terms of enhancing their learning
experience and learning gains both in class and at home. This is the reason why we are very keen to
push this through as quickly as we can and our intention is that these students will be part of the iPad
scheme by Feb-March time. More details will come via the iPad presentation. In the meantime, we are
also working on students being able to use MS Teams at home as this will enable us the opportunity
of testing how this can be used to support some live teaching.

“Stay positive and happy. Work hard and don't give up hope. Be open to criticism and keep learning. Surround
yourself with happy, warm and genuine people”

(Tena Desae)

Enjoy the weekend and the family time.

Ced de la Croix
Headteacher
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Performing Arts

PARENTS OF CHILDREN IN YEAR 10/11—SOCIAL GATHERING
It has come to our attention via the PCSO (Police Community Support
Officer) that some students, predominately students from Years 10 and
11 are not walking straight home after-school. Instead, they are going to
Hoddesdon Town Centre or to Barclay Park to socialise. In doing so, they
are congregating outside of school and across different bubbles too, further increasing the risk of the spread of the virus.

This is against the national lockdown rules and we ask parents to ensure
their child walks straight home after school in order to further protect
themselves, you, the school and the community.

@RBAPerforming
P.S.H.E / Wellbeing

WHAT TO DO IF YOUR CHILD IS ABSENT

@RBAwellbeing
RE
@re_rba

Phone: 01992 410800 (Option - 3)
Absence Email: (Available 24 hours)
attendance@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk

PARENT PAY
Please can Parent / Carers ensure their
child’s ParentPay is topped up for break
and lunch.
We are unable to accept cash at this
time.

Please report ALL absences before 9:15am on the
first day of absence and every morning thereafter.
Mrs S. Brackenbury
Attendance Officer

Thank you
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CHILDREN IN NEED 2020
On Friday 13th November the school supported Children in Need by running numerous activities. Our school was
excited to be joining with many others around the UK to participate in the fundraising programme, especially as
the theme for this year was ‘Come as yourself’.
The week running up to the event as well as the day consisted of pupils and staff wearing non-uniform, and paying a £1 for this effort. They also had to opportunity to purchase a BBC Children in Need wristband for £1. In addition to this we set up a JustGiving page for contributions to our fundraising total, along with a staff sweepstake of
a ‘Duck Race’, with the winning duck being Quackman and Robin which was Mr Gant – so well done!
The total raised was £1004 so thank you to everyone (parents, staff and pupils) that supported the day.
If you would still like to donate more to this cause then please do so on via our JustGiving page:
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/robertbarclayacademy
Thank you for your continued support!

SIXTH FORM FIRST AID COURSE
On Saturday 14th November 11 Sixth Form students attended
a day-long course to gain a First Aid at Work qualification
with St John Ambulance.
After a very long day, taking part in a variety of activities and
completing a number of assessments; all students passed
with flying colours.
I would like to thank all students who attended and St John
Ambulance for running a fantastic course.
We will look to run this course again later on in the year for
those who are interested and this will become an annual
course run for Sixth Form students.
Mr. White

SCHOOL LOTTERY
Join our weekly lottery from just £1 a week

It’s an easy way to support our school and help
raise funds
There’s a guaranteed winner every week as
well as the chance to win £25,000
It’s easy to sign up online so start supporting
our school today!

This week's winner is:

MS. SUMMERS
Join today

Visit www.yourschoollottery.co.uk
Click on “Find my school” Robert Barclay Academy
Click on “Support this school”
Click “Support now”
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COVID UPDATE
We’re sharing this information on behalf of Hertfordshire County Council and the Local Resilience Forum who
support the countywide response to coronavirus.
Did you know that only 20% of people in Hertfordshire self-isolate when they are asked to by a nursery, school,
college, workplace, Test and Trace or a health professional? 1 in 4 of us admitted that we’d still pop to the
shops even if we had been asked to self-isolate.
We know it’s not easy and self-isolation can have a real impact on our lives, however if we’re asked to do it, it’s
one of the most important things we can do to reduce the spread of coronavirus.
We’ve pulled together a guide which we hope simplifies some of the rules around self-isolation, the reason for
the number of days you might be asked to self-isolate for (including as part of a school bubble), how to recognise symptoms of coronavirus and when to book a test.
Help is available to support you and your family should anyone from your household need to self-isolate, or if
you’ve been affected by coronavirus in anyway – there is some information about the help available in the
guide.
Thank you for continuing to play your part in the fight to reduce the impact of coronavirus in Hertfordshire, and
for helping to keep our communities safe.
Latest cases
All the data for Hertfordshire cases can be found via the following link:
https://coronavirus.data.gov.uk/cases
Click on United Kingdom and enter the local authority you want data on regarding cases.

GARDENING CLUB

THOUGHT OF THE WEEK

In need of old spades, forks and garden
benches!
The Gardening Club are hoping to embark on
an exciting new project, which will involve
clearing and turning over a patch of overgrown land in the school grounds, into which
we will plant vegetables and fruit. We also
hope to create a small wildflower meadow
for our ongoing commitment to wildlife.
If you have any old spades, forks or garden
benches, your donations would be gratefully
received. Please email
JBarlow@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk.
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RE HOUSE COMPETITION—HOUSE POINTS & PRIZES TO BE WON
Watch this video to find out what to do: video
Simply you need to...
1.Click on this LINK.
2. Sign-in with your school email address and password.
3. Then identify the 18 famous celebrities, name their job and name their religion.
4. Each entry and correct answer gains their house points and then possible prizes for
you.
Have fun and may the best house + person win.

Many thanks,
Mr Stuttle

LIBRARY NEWS

If parents would like to join in with the
reading please feel free to do so. You
can read either book or both and send
your reviews to me at:
library@robertbarclayacademy.co.uk
Your reviews will be discussed at the
next meeting.
Please encourage your children to join
the reading groups as they are a great
way to widen their reading, as well as
their understanding of modern day issues.
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ANXIETY ONLINE WORKSHOP

ANGER AND CONFLICT COURSE

ARRIVA TRANSPORT
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